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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE Public, and particularly those rvho may feel interested

in theJblloTving work, are respectfully informed, that it was ori-

ginally undertaken at the pressing instance of some friends, with

an intention to limit the observations entirely to what will now con-

stitute the latter part of it, viz. " The expediency of the Met/iodist

Preachers assuming their unquestionable privilege, and administer^

ing the ordinances of Baptism and the Supper of the Lord." But, in

attempting this, the authorfelt the necessity of some general obser-

vations being made upon the present state of the Methodist Societies

in Ireland, as introductory to the proposed plan, and was insensibly

drawn into the consideration of subjects which appear to him of

vital and primary importance to the interests of religion, and which

nowform the First Part of this work. These, however, are by no

rneatis the spontaneous effusions of the moment; they are the result

of many years' observation and reseai'ch : audit will' he evident

to the most cursory observer, that in the variety of topics totiched

upon, it was much more difficult to curtail, than to enlarge the ideas

that presented themselvesfrom sofertile a subject.

To limit his observations as muck as possible, without abso-

lutely defeating the end in view, has been the constant study and aim

of the author; and particularly so, as his chief object is tofurnish

hints to abler hands, and wiser heads to work upon. Considering

also the circumstances of a majority of those who are likely toform

the bulk of his readers, he has labouredfor their accommodation, to

render it as short and as cheap as possible. In pursuance of this

plan, he Jiasjudged it expedient to divide the work into two parts

which may be had separately.





TO THE

MINISTERS

METHODIST CONNEXION.

Fathers and Brethren,

After a solemn dedication of the following

work to the glory of the Triune God, whom
you serve in the gospel of Christ, and worship

in spirit and truth : and to the general service

of his church militant upon earth ; to whom
can its protection and patronage be so properly

committed as to you ?—You, who are the

divinely commissioned ambassadors of God,

bearing glad tidings of salvation to mankind,

and the proper guardians of the spiritual in-

terest of those societies, over which the Holy

Ghost hath made you overseers ? Permit me
therefore, honoured Fathers, to dedicate the

following Essays to your favoured patronage.



Vm DEDICATION

Your deep acquaintance with the infirmities

incident to humanity, will induce you tenderly

to overlook the defects which your penetration

may discover, and which, (considering the cir-

cumstance of the author being involved in the

care and manag-ement of an extensive secular

concern,) cannot be few : yet you will appre-

ciate with candour and indulgence, whatever

may be deemed worthy of approbation : which

your piety will direct you to ascribe to the

gracious influence of that God, from whom

alone cometh every good and perfect gift. And

as far as sincerity and truth appear to have

guided the pen of the writer, your conscien-

tious attachment to those sacred principles

will insure them a cordial reception and effec-

tual support, equally distant from prejudice

and partiality. And above all, in giving glory

to our common Lord, in labouring to edify,

instruct, and profit the living members of his

mystical body upon earth, you will co-operate

with the more humble, but, I trust, not less

sincere and zealous efforts of

Your affectionate brother in Christ,

THE AUTHOR.



PREFACE.

1 HE term Methodist was contumeliously bestow-

ed upon that select body of christians, who, about

the year 1730, first began to unite themselves in

social bands, for the sole purpose of seeking the

salvation of their souls, in the experience, enjoy-

ment, and practice ofthat holy religion, which, hav-

ing its source in faith in the Son of God, works by

love, purifies the heart, and inspires a well-founded

hope of eternal life ; and, extending its energetic

influence to every power and faculty of soul and

body, produces the fruits of inward holiness, and

outward conformity to the precepts of the gospel

;

thus demonstrating itself to be, that which is or-

dained of God as the great medium of salvation to

mankind. This was the religion they sought, and

this religion they found ; and for this they obtain-

ed the reproachful name o^ Methodists ; which, if it

did nothing else, added another proof of the truth
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of St PauPs words, " That all who will live godly

in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution/'—2 Tim.

iii.l2.

This took place at the university of Oxford.

The Reverend John and Charles Wesley were

eminently conspicuous as leaders of this little band

of christians. They gladly endured the obloquy

and reproach which the strictness of their piety,

the fervour of their zeal, and the ardour of their

charity drew from the learned professors of Chris-

tianity in that consecrated seminary. It appears

that the novelty of genuine piety, exhibited in a

christian college, first excited the wonder and as-

tonishment, tlien provoked the ridicule and con-

tempt, and finally produced the decided opposi-

tion, and, as far as it could be carried, the perse-

cution of .those men whose sole business in this

world, had they attended to it, was to promote,

defend, and propagate that very piety, which un-

happily became the object of their aversion and

scorn, when actually exhibited in the lives of its

genuine professors.

The index of their contempt and derision was

the term Methodist, in allusion, it is said, to an an-

cient class of physicians who bore that title on

account of their doing every thing relative to their

profession by a metJiod peculiar to themselves. It
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has, however, been ascertained from undoubted

authority, that a rehgious sect in England, remark-

able for their piety, bore this appellation forty or

fifty years before Mr Wesley's day; and it is most

probable that the name was derived from them. Be
that as it may, the term is not only harmless, but

conveys an idea of regularity and arrangement,

which seems entitled to praise rather than con-

tempt. In the mouths of ungodly men, however,

it became a watchword of reproach, apphcable to

every one who displayed any symptoms of being

infected with the true religion, promulgated and

exemplified in the doctrines and practice of the

blessed Jesus, and his holy apostles. The gene-

rality of mankind in this nominally christian coun-

try, can bear with a form of godliness ; but its life

and power admits of no toleration. With them

this is mere enthusiasm, folly, or even madness j

or, in one word, it is downright Methodism !

In spite, however, of reproach and opposition,

the leaven ofpiety spread from Oxford to London,

and, under the fostering care of its divine author,

gradually extended its sacred influence to every

part of the British dominions in Europe ; then

crossed the Atlantic Ocean, took root in America,

and spread over the British colonies in the West

Indies
J while another branch entered the Mediter-
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ranean, and extending itself to Gibraltar, advanc-

ed fi'om thence to the western coasts of Africa

;

and is just now about to enter the immense regions

of Indostan and the adjacent islands. " So mightily

grew the word of God and prevailed 1

"

The successors of the venerable saints, who first

trod the path of piety under the denomination of

Methodists, are found in the persons to whom the

following work is principally addressed. They are

sharers in the reproach of their predecessors, and,

We trus^t^ inherit also some portion of their original

spirit. Having embraced a religion which is in-

compatible with the *' friendship of this world,"

(James, vi. 4.) and assumed a name indicative of

the hatred and scorn of wicked men and infidels, it

behoves them the more strictly to examine their

principles and their practice, their doctrines, their

discipline, and economy ; that these being conform-

able to the oracles of inspiration, and the soundest

principles of reason, fortified by experience, may

become entitled to the praise which is of God, and

the approbation of good men.

it rests with the professors of Methodism, to

demonstrate to the world, as well as to their own

people, that the religion they profess is, in practice

as well as in theory, and in doctrine as well as in

discipline, the identical religion which the Son of
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God came down from heaven to inculcate and es-

tablisli as the grand medium of salvation to man-

kind. For if it is not substantially and essentially

this, it is not only unworthy of support, and inca-

pable of vindication, but is in fact a delusion, the

very name of which should be banished from the

face of the earth.

" To the law and to the testimony:"—If Metho-

dism be indeed the genuine offspring of heaven
;

if it be a real emanation from the spirit ofholiness,

let its celestial plumage reflect the radiant beams

of the sun of righteousness ;—place its transcend-

ent excellencies in the light of the glorious gos-

pel of Christ, and compel the christians of other de-

nominations to acknowledge the sacred fountain

from whence it flows ;—display the dignity of its

illustrious nature in so commanding a light, that

even infidelity itself shall venerate its purity, and

admire its morality ; while the believer in Jesus re-

cognises at once the majesty of the law, and the be-

nignity of the gospel, happily blended in its sound

principles and evangelical doctrines ! So shall we

succeed in putting to silence the ignorance of fool-

ish men, while we command the respect, and at-

tract the esteem and love of every true disciple

of the Lord Jesus Christ upon earth.

But, Brethren of the Methodist Societies, and



XIV . TREFACE.

particularly ye preachers of the everlasting gospel

among us, you cannot forget, that however excel-

lent your religion is, you nevertheless bear this

treasure in earthen vessels. That you are encom-

passed about with infirmities, and exposed to in-

numerable temptations, from neither of which can

you expect to be wholly emancipated while inha-

biting a tabernacle of clay, and resident in an ene-

my*s country. That even the pure and incorrup-

tible grace ofGod is in you liable to be mixed with

the dross of human passions ; and however up-

right may be your intentions, however pure may

be your first principles, yet errors injudgment may

mislead, or the bias of nature may sometimes warp

either your understanding or affections from the

simplicity and innocence of the truth as it is in

Jesus. From the danger of these you cannot claim

exemption until this mortal shall have put on im-

mortality.

Hence we see the absolute necessity of occasion-

ally investigating our principles, of examining the

doctrines believed and taught among us, as well

as scrutinising the characters and talents of our

preachers. And hence also we see the absurdity

of ascribing absolute perfection to, or stamping

with the seal of infallibility, the writings of even

the venerable founders of the Methodist Societies.
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It is true, we take the writings and arrangements

of Mr Wesley as the true standard of Methodism

;

and we do well,—because we believe them to be

founded in the truth of revelation, and supported

hy the whole economy of grace. But in doing

this, we do not surrender the right of private

judgment; nor did Mr Wesley ever attempt to take

this away. Had he done so, it would have been

th^ duty of every preacher in the connexion to

have resisted him. But he did no such thing : on

the contrary, the right of private judgment, is ex-

plicitly maintained in the Minutes of Conference.

Preachers, indeed, are bound to embrace and sup-

port the general doctrines promulgated in the

writings of Mr Wesley ; but experience teaches

us that this is done, subject to the various modi-

fications of every man's own mind. We are well

aware of the high veneration and esteem, in which

the writings and authority of Mr Wesley, are de-

servedly held in the Methodist societies. Far be

from us, a design of depreciating either the one or

the other ! But surely no man can lay claim to

the character of a faithful steward of the mys-

teries of God, who does not preach the gospel

from a higher authority than that of Mr Wesley,

and it is from a conviction of their truth, and con-

formity to the doctrines of Christ and his apostles
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alone, that such a man can conscientiously pro-

pagate the principles of that celebrated and en-

lightened divine.

Your enemies have reproached you with an im-

plicit adoption of every sentiment conceived and

propagated by Mr Wesley, upon his sole authority.

The writer of this can acquit you of the charge.

To the general orthodoxy, the acute penetration,

the ardent zeal, and the inflexible integrity of that

able minister we all rejoice to bear ample testimo-

ny, but you will not sacrifice your characters as mi-

nisters of the gospel of Christ, by a voluntary sur-

render ofyour private judgments to any man ; and

if these, in any given instance, should deviate from

the opinions of Mr Wesley, you will with modest

firmness maintain your own sentiments until con-

vinced of your error. This the writer well knows

to be your laudable practice, at least in private life

;

thus illustrating by your example the propriety of

the Latin motto prefixed to this work ; a sentiment

which every minister of the gospel, who designs

to discharge the important duties of his calling

with conscientious fidelity, must make his own,

following Mr Wesley indeed with earnest diligence

so far as he follows Christ and his apostles j but,

at the same time, resolved, with St Paul, " to

know no man after the flesh !**
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That there is, and long has been, a considerable

relaxation in the spirit of genuine piety, in the

Methodist societies in Ireland, is a fact which,

hpwever it may be deplored, will not be disputed

by the friends of truth and religion. It is notori-

ous, that conversions are both less numerous and

less conspicuous than they were in the earlier days

of Methodism ; and vital religion decays in an

equal proportion in the hearts and lives of many

professors among us. Hence the frequent occa-

sion our preachers feel for addressing theii" con-

gregations from such passages of scripture as oc-

cur in Rev. iii. 1.-3. at the same time that we

must contend for the application of verse 4, to

multitudes in our societies. Yet the great neces-

sity for a general and powerful revival of the work

of God among us, meets us at every corner of the

kingdom, and seems to point at some radical de-

fect as yet unexplored, whose silent but pernicious

ravages are gradually sapping the foundations

of that singular excellence, to which, as a religious

body, we once thought we had a just and legiti-

mate claim.

What that defect is, how far it may be susceptible

of^ cure, or what that cure should be, the author of

this presumes not to determine. But he does con-

' ceive liimselfwarranted in presuming, tiiat at least

b
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a partial direliction, in point of doctrines, may have

some share in the production of that unfavourable

state ofmany societies, which demands an immedi-

ate remedy. And this important fact, he fears, will

acquire a corroborative prooffrom a perusal of the

following sheets. The hope ofbeing humbly instru-

mental in at least furnishing some useful hints to

those whose superior stations, talents, and influ-

ence, point them out as the proper and efficient

agents in a work of reformation, and of arousing

their attention and directing their energies to this

important issue ;—this, and this alone, has been

the impulsive motive that has induced the indivi-

dual eitort which appears in the following work.

Happy would the writer have been to have seen

this important subject in abler hands ; sincerely

conscious as he is that many such are to be found

in the connexion. But although the silence of

these genuine and living pillars in the fabric of

Methodism, has compelled him reluctantly to yield

to the pressing solicitations of a number of high-

ly respected and beloved friends, in laying his

thoughts before the public, yet he consoles him-

self with the hope that the matter will ultimately

be taken up by the legitimate guardians of the

Methodist societies ; and that the line he has thus

presumed to chalk out, may furnish the basis of a
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more mature and perfect plan for securing, under

the divnie blessing, the future increase and pros-

perity of the Methodist societies.

The author trusts he will obtain credit, when

he asserts that he has no wish to excite a spirit of

controversy. But though he has no design to

provoke this, yet he by no means dreads it. A
spirit of free discussion is perfectly compatible

with the genuine spirit of Christianity. The late

venerable and truly reverend Mr Fletcher has at

once demonstrated and exemplified this. Should

any thing of a controversial nature spontaneously

arise out of the following remarks, let it be con-

ducted upon the model laid down by that excel-

lent divine and acute disputant. The cause ofre-

ligion will then not lose, but infallibly gain by a

free and friendly discussion. A dignified temper-

ance in language, a cheerful gravity of style, a so-

lidity of argument, and above all, a genuine spirit

of love, are the essential qualities which should

form the basis of all controversies on religious

topics. That the author of the following work has

humbly aimed at those qualities, he can confident-

ly avow ; how far he may have succeeded is not

for him to judge. But he has certainly laboured

in every page and in every line to wage a conti-

nual war with error ; and in doing this he has stre-
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nuously endeavoured to press into his service the

truth of God, sound divinity, and genuine piety.

If in the coi rse of the work, the author appears

to have occasio)«ally taken a decided part in an

argument, 1 e trusts that will not be considered as

dictating to his respected and beloved brethren

;

but merely as furnishing hints for their consider-

ation, and suggesting what appears to him to be

that truth which, as the unprejudiced advocates of

pure and undefiled religion, they are bound to

maintain and defend. But the author is well aware

that his opinions are entitled to attention and re-

spect, only so far as they are found conformable

to the oracles of inspiration.

Some apology is due to the public, for the cir-

cumstance of its being anonymous. If the work

possesses any merit, the author is by no means

anxious to monopolise the credit of it. To the

Methodist Connexion he is indebted for whatever

knowledge he may have gleaned up, respecting

the important subjects therein discussed, and to

that connexion the work belongs ; they will ex-

cuse its defects, and duly appreciate its value.



CONTENTS

PART THE FIRST.

GENERAL CONTENTS.

General review of the principles of Methodism.—Their design

and tendency ascertained.—Various branches of doctrine and

discipline disctfssed and examined.—Improvements in each,

and in the general economy of the connexion suggested.

CHAP. I.

Pice.

Origin of Methodism in Ireland.—Congratulation on the

exalted privileges, and important blessings enjoyed by

the Methodist Societies.—Causes of thankfulness to the

kind providence of God.—Summary of doctrines as be-

lieved and taught among them.—Their rule ofinterpret-

ing scripture.—Great and extensive success, opposed

only by wicked men, and enemies of the gospel.—Yet

the progress of piety inadequate to the ample means

they enjoy.—Actual declension in some cases appre-

hended.—Inquiry into the causes of it.„....« 1



I CONTENTS.

CHAP. II.

Page.

Doctrines of Methodism prove themselves generally good.

—Want of uniformity noticed.—General complexion

decidedly Arminian.—Summary view of the principles

of Calvinism and Arminianism contrasted.—Mixture

of Calvinism originally interwoven with Methodism.

—Propriety of this considered.—Unhappy tendency

of too rigorous an opposition to the principles of mo-

derate Calvinism.—Revisal of our principles requisite.

—Doctrines estabHshed by Mr Wesley and Mr Fletcher

inadequate to fix the true standard of Methodism 42

CHAP. III.

Doctrines ofMethodism more fully developed.—Examina-

tion of their merits—Original sin.—Its nature, extent,

and consequences.—Diversity of Opinion respecting

this. The doctrine of imputed righteousness investi-

gated.—Shewn to be a fundamental principle of Chris-

tianity.—Firmly held and taught by Mr Wesley.—Its

legitimate use pointed out, and abuses guarded against. 58

CHAP. IV.

Of the justifica,tion of believers in Christ.—Inquiry into

its nature, basis, and design.—Not synonymous with

the pardon of sin, but founded on the imputation of

righteousness.—Legal in its nature, but evangelical in

its operation.—Reflections on this doctrine.—Of rege-

neration.—Its nature and design.—Effects upon infants



CONTENTS.

Page.
and adults investigated.—God is author of this work.

Of faith'.—Diversity of opinion respecting this.—A true

scriptural definition of it attempted 173

CHAP. V.

Of faith, as the medium of redemption, and instrument

of salvation.—Its nature, properties, and mode of ope-

ration discussed. Of the will of man.—How far this

may be said to be free.—Its use in promoting salvation

investigated—Ofself-righteousness.—Its nature inquir-

ed into.—-Inconsistent with the religion of Christ.

—Dangerous effects of its indulgence 206

CHAP. VI.

Of the sacred person of the Son of God.—Confused ideas

respecting the divine and human natures, noticed and

corrected 28G

CHAP. vn.

Of the formality of renewing the covenant in the Metho-

dist Societies.—A Judaising ceremony this, without

precept or example in the christian churches.—Its great

inconsistency and unhappy tendency pointed out.—Its

abolition^ or complete renovation recommended 311

CHAP. VIII.

General view of the state of Methodism, associated with

the fundamental principles of Christianity.—Liberty of



CONTENTS.

conscience asserted and maintained in the Methodist

connexion.—How far preachers are called upon to

surrender their private sentiments to the decision of

the body.—Comparative success and prosperity of Me-

thodism in England, and declension in Ireland noticed.

—Some causes of this traced out.—Co-operation with"

the evident designs of providence recommended.—The

necessity of co^lpiIing a compendium of doctrines and

discipline pointed out.—The outlines of these deli-

neated, and their adoption recommended. 331

CHAP. IX.

A review of the general discipline of the connexion, with

observations.—-^onie alterations and improvements sug-

gested, particularly with respect to the qualifications

and appointment of young preachers.—-A plan for more

easily and effectually providing for their improvement,

and general utility proposed.—Conclusion of the First

Part 370



CANDID

AND

IMPARTIAL INQUIRY,

PART I.

CHAP. I.

ORIGIN OF METHODISM IN IRELAND.—CONGRATULATION ON THE

EXALTED PRIVILEGF.S, ANT> rMPOBTANT BLESSINGS ENJOYED BY

THE METHOniST SOCIETIES. CAUSES OF THANKFULNESS TO THE

KIND PROVIDENCE OF GOD.—SUMMARY OF DOCTRINES AS BE-

LIEVED AND TAUGHT AMONG THEM. THEIR RULE OF INTER-

PRETING SCRIPTURE. GREAT AND EXTENSIVE SUCCESS, OPPOSED

ONLY BY WICKED MEN, AND ENEMIES OF THE GOSPEL. YET

THE PROGRESS OF PIETY INADEQUATE TO THE AMPLE MEANS

THEY ENJOY.—ACTUAL DECLENSION IN SOME CASES APPREHEND-

ED.—INQUIRY INTO THE CAUSES OF IT.

Upwards of sixty years have now elapsed, since

the wise and gracious providence of God first com-

missioned the late pious and truly reverend John

and Charles Wesley,* in conjunction with their fel-

low-labourers in the gospel of Christ, to bring the

* It was on the 9th of August 1747, that the Rev. John

Wesley first landed in Dublin. The author's father, Avho was

Part I. A
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glad tidings oi salvation by faith^, and the know-

ledge of that salvation by the remission of sins in-

to this part of the British empire. In many dis-

tricts of this country, the inhabitants, particularly

then Mr Wesley's travelling companion and fellow-labourer,

accompanied him. Mr Charles Wesley with other preachers,

followed soon after.—As the ambassadors of God, these vener-

able men were honoured with considerable persecution, and

were roughly handled by many a zealous mob, who naturally

fought for their master. Nor would the magistrates in those

days readily grant the preachers that protection to which the

laws of God and man so justly entitled them. But the in-

fluence of reason and religion, the progress of civilisation and

literature, have at length subdued those disgraceful outrages on

civil society in most parts of Ireland.

* This included repentance towards God, and the forgive-

ness of sins ; reconciliation with God, and the consequent justi-

fication of their persons and characters. V/ith a full restoration

to the divine favour, it promised a plenitude of mercy, grace,

and peace. With the fruits of righteousness and joy in the

Holy Ghost, it united the testimony of a good conscience,

and the in-d»velling spirit of God, bearing witness with their

spirits, that they were his children by grace and adoption

;

having been hy the regenerating power of that grace, trans-

lated from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's

dear Son. And it inforced the necessity of purity of heart, of a

life uniformly devoted to the glory of God, and the good of our

fellow-creatures, in works of piety, charity, and universal be-

nevolence. And upon these foundations it erected the bloom-

ing hope of a glorious immortality, in the realms of eternal feli-

city. This was the substance of their preaching, and these are

the present principles of Methodism. We ask, are not these the

scriptural marks ofgenuine Christianity ? Are they not the com-

mon privilege of all christians ; and can any thing short of this

religion suffice for the salvation of men ?

2-
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amohg the lower ranks, were then absorbed in the

grossest spiritual darkness and superstition : while

their intellectual acquirements scarcely qualified

many of them to support the character of a civilised

people, they were the subjects of the most profound

ignorance, with regard to the important concerns of

religion. To these neglected and untutored inha-

bitants of Ireland, were the pious and charitable la-

bours of the primitive Methodists principally direct-

ed. Nor were they suffered to labour in vain. It

pleased that gracious God, " whose tender mercies

are over' all his works," to make those venerable

messengers of his grace the honored instruments in

his hand of turning many of their hearers " from

darkness to light, and from the power of Satan un-

to God." These became living and dying witnesses

of the reality of that religion, which was then pro-

pagated among them ; it soon proved itself to be

indeed " the power of God unto the salvation " of

those, who cordially embraced it, and experimentally

felt its divine energy in their souls. These accre-

dited ambassadors of God then sowed in t}:e hearts

of listening multitudes the seeds of that *' kingdom

of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost,"

which, by the blessing of God, hath since taken

deep root, and is now extending its fruitful branches

over every part of the united empire.

Then it was that those able ministers of the new

covenant, and wise master-builders in the church

of God, laid the foundation of those religious socie-

ties, which, while they distinguish the Methodists as

a body of professing christians, have been blessedly
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instrumental in maintaining a considerable portion of

the power, as well as the form, of the actual practice,

as well as the genuine principles of vital godliness,

among you, who are the successors and followers of

those faithful servants of God, now gone to their

eternal reward.

You need not be told, that the diffusion of those

principles, and the establishment and preservation

of that practice, are the sole objects in view, in the

continuation of those societies, and of that christian

fellowship and social discipline, which is so happily

cultivated among you, and which, under the protec-

tion of heaven, have now extended their benign in-

fluence over almost every part of the kingdom. Go-

verned by these, you have generally exhibited a

practical demonstration of the purity of your prin-

ciples, and their conformity to the gospel of the

meek and lowly Jesus, whom you honour as your

Redeemer, and follow as your great exemplar. For

even your enemies, upon a close inspection of your

lives and doctrines, have been often constrained to

acknowledge, that your motives are pure and disin-

terested ; and that your main design is to promote

the glory of God, in the dissemination of your Re-

deemer's grace, in the conversion of sinners from the

error of their ways, and the eternal salvation of those

who love and obey the Lord Jesus Christ in sin-

cerity and in truth. Nor can they deny, that God

hath made you eminently instrumental in the ad-

vancement and extension of this glorious work ; the

instances of your success have been too numerous

and too conspicuous to admit of a doubt upon that
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point. The character of your preachers, as legitimate

ministers of the gospel, is therefore establislied upon

a basis too firm to be shaken by the breath of calum-

ny, or the tongue of falsehood ; and ifyou have now

any avowed enemies, any who still deride or oppose

your indefatigable exertions for the propagation of

genuine Christianity, you have the consolation to

know, that these are in general also, the secret or

open enemies of the Lord Jesus Christ,—the decid-

ed adversaries of that religion which he lived and

died to establish in the hearts of his people.

You have also abundant cause to rejoice with

reverence before God, that in his iw4iio infinite wis-

dom and endless mercy, he hath hitherto given you

an abundant supply of pastors after his own hearty

He hath raised up and supported in continual suc-

cession, a chosen and faithful body of men, to mini-

ster unto you the word of life. To these he hath

given the spirit of wisdom, to speak a word in sea-

son, to the consolation of the afflicted mourners in

Zion, and to the edification of those who can rejoice

in a sin-pardoning God, by faith in the Son of his

love. These are not only your instructors in the

things which pertain to the kingdom of God, but

are your spiritual fathers in the gospel, having

been instrumental in turning you from the error of

your ways, convincing you of your ruined state while

aliens from God, and strangers to the covenant of

redemption ; they have pointed you to the lamb of

God,who taketh away the sin of the world, and have

introduced you into the glorious liberty of the child-

ren of God.
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If this character, and a portion of similar success,

is justly claimed by the ministers of other churches

also (and God forbid that we should dispute it,) y^t

it must be acknowledged it more abundantly belong-

eth to those of the Methodist connexion. For these

being little indebted to human learning for their qua-

lifications as ambassadors of Christ, are constrained

to apply to the fountain-head, for the gifts and graces

requisite to qualify them for that important office.

Accordingly, we find they seek, under the influence

of the spirit of holiness, for a deep and intimate

acquaintance with the gospel plan of salvation, by a

studious application to the oracles of God. For their

own experimental knowledge of the sacred truths

thence derived, as well as the powerful application

of them to the hearts of their hearers, they confess

themselves indebted exclusively to the inspiration of

that hoi}' spirit* who dictated the scriptures of truth,

* Whatever may be the sentiments of the profane or luke-

warm professors of Christianity, it is the glory of the Methodist

societies that by their principles, the inspiration of the spirit of

God is esteemed absolutely necessary to the effectual conversion

and final salvation of any individual ; and, of course, equally es-

sential to a successful propagation of the sacred truths of Chris-

tianity. Indeed, this great and important doctrine is so fully

established and so amply supported in the holy scriptures, that

we can have no hesitation in saying, that as the man who is

destitute of it is in the broad road to destruction ; so also, he that

denies it to be the common privilege of christians, is an infidel in

principle, and is giving the lie to the positive testimony of the

spirit of truth himself. For, saith St Paul, under the plenitude

of that divine inspiration which we contend for, " If any maa

have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his."—Rom. viii, 9.
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and whose peculiar office it is to render them effec-

tual to the salvation of those to whom they are

preached. These are the principles which charac-

terise the genuine features of Methodism, and which

demonstrate its legitimate alliance to the primitive

churches of Christianity.

With respect to literary accomplishments which, in

subordination to the influence of the spirit of God,

are undoubtedly of great importance in the ministe-

rial character, it must be confessed that the Metho-

dist preachers are in general, originally, nearly as

destitute of these as the apostles themselves were, be-

fore their divine master undertook to qualify them

for the important work of the ministry. And were it

not that the spirit of him who once said, " Lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the world*,'*

dwells in these men, and works by them, it would

be impossible for them to enjoy that testimony of the

divine approbation, which is recorded in the evident

conversion of thousands, who v/ere previously the

willing slaves of sin and Satan, but now are become

the children of God by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,

and, walking in all his commandments blameless,

have learned to adorn the doctrine of God their sa-

viour in all things. These are undeniable facts ; and

it is upon these facts, and upon the doctrines which

gave them birth, that the whole fabric of Methodism

stands.—A foundation this, which is firmer than the

pillars of heaven and eaxth, and a superstructure

against which the gates of hell shall never prevail.

* Matthew xxviii. 20.
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For Methodism is not the religious opinions of a cer-

tain sect of people, but it is the life and power ofgod-

liness^ demonstrated in the hearts, and exemplijied in

the lives of its professors.

Descending from the ministers of the gospel, to

the doctrines generally believed and taught among
them, we shall find additional cause of thankfulness

to the great author of every good and perfect gift,

for the general purity and excellence of these. For

although there may be some solitary exceptions*,

yet, generally speaking, the Methodist doctrines are

fundamentally evangelical, agreeable to the testi-

mony of scripture, and therefore well calculated to

advance the glory of God in the salvation of men.

They embrace the great leading features of the

christian religion, as acknowledged at least by the

Church of England, viz. The Unity of the Trinity in

the Godhead : the universality of the love of God to

man : the fall of Adam, and consequent depravity

of his offspring : the universal extent of the atone-

ment, and its divine efficacy for the salvation of

every soul of man, by whom it is embraced : the ne-

cessity of repentance towards God, and of faith in the

Lord Jesus Christ, of regeneration, of purity of heart,

of restoration to the favour of God, and the reco-

very of his image in this world. And of a life uni-

formly devoted to the service of God, under the

powerful influence of his holy spirit, as the great

agent in the work of salvation. They acknowledge

the exclusive mediation of the man Christ Jesus

;

* Some of these are subsequently noticed.
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they object not to the possible perseverance of the

Saints *, but glory in it as their happy privilege,

yea, as absolutely necessary and essential to salva-

tion. They believe in the resurrection of the dead

:

in the day of judgment : in the eternal felicity of

the saints : and in the everlasting misery of the

damned, whose eternal condemnation they ascribe

solely to their obstinate rejection of the sincere

offers of salvation made to them in the gospel of

our Lord Jesus Christ.

In short, they believe the scriptures, and interpret

them in such a way as appears most agreeable to the

analogy of faith, and to the acknowledged attributes

of the Deity, whose glorious and unsullied perfec-

tions, we are bold to affirm, are truly exhibited, and

eminently illustrated by the system of Methodism,

as it derived from the pure fountain of revelation.

And it must be acknowledged, that these precious

and important truths are propagated with a zeal, and

enforced with an ardour of affection and energy of

language in the Methodist congregations, indicative

* But they deny the uniform infallibility of this. Mr Wesley's

opinion upon this point, however, may be worthy of notice. As

it is not very generally known, we shall transcribe it as record-

ed by himself, in his attempt to reconcile his principles with those

of Mr Whitfield.—" With regard to the third ^o\nt,Jtnal per-

severence, I am inclined to believe that there is a state attainable

in this life, from which a man cannotfinallyfall ; and that he

has attained this who can say, " Old things are passed away :

all things in ipe are become new."—See Whitehead's Life of

Wesley, edit. Dub. Vol. II. p. 168.
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of that spiritual life and vigour they are calculated

to inspire and impart, and with a degree of success

unparalleled in the annals of modern divinity.

Happy is the writer of this in being able with

truth to bear this honorable testimony to the general

excellence of the Methodist principles, their doc-

trines, and their practical piety. By a judicious

and modest display of these, by the forceable appeal

they make to the judgment and conscience of every

well-informed mind, the Methodists have at length

nearly succeeded in putting to silence the senseless

clamour raised against their venerable principles

by a mixture of ignorance, rudeness, and impiety.

Scarcely any one now ventures to expose the de-

pravity of his heart in vilifying the doctrines and

practices of Methodism, except the open and avow-

ed enemies of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the infidel

who glories in his shame, and who perhaps labours

to sanction that infidelity by the wretched sophistry

of modern philosophy*.

But still more happy would he be, were he able

* Some of these ^e«^?e?wew have succeeded the zealous coblers,

tinkers, scavengers, and wh s, who formerly raised such an

outcry and persecution (chiefly indeed at the instigation of their

betters,) against the religion of Christ, when it first appeared

under the name of Methodism in the British dominions. The

mob have, however, at length grown ashamed of the impious

and servile strife, thousands of them (O ! the tender mercy of

God!) having become the willing subjects of that grace, and

heirs of that salvation they once so madly persecuted ! The trade

is now therefore abandoned to the gentlemen philosophers of the

day.
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upon equally good grounds to say, that the spiritual

prosperity of the body of the Methodists in Ireland

had uniformly advanced in a proportion adequate

to the excellence of their doctrines, and the piety

and indefatigable zeal of their ministers. But we
are not warranted in the assumption of any such

conclusion. Feeling, as the author does, every pos-

sible degree of respect and veneration for the ge-

nuine piety to be found among his brethern of the

Methodist societies, he dares not flatter them with

the adulation of falsehood ; by ascribing to them a

degree of perfection, either in discipline, or in chris-

tian experience, which they do not actually possess.

The purest gold may become mixed with dross, and

the richest wine diluted with water. Even the his-

tory of the apostolic age presents us with scarcely

a single instance of a church, limited and located

as those religious bodies then were, and consequently

the more easily superintended, which uniformly ex-

hibited all the fruits of faith, in righteousness, holi-

ness, zealous and ardent love to God and man,—in

mature perfection for any considerable length of

time. Thus proving to us, that the purest of doc-

trines, even those proceeding by direct inspiration

from the spirit of God, propagated under his pecu-

liar influence, and accompanied by the most excel-

lent discipline, are not always successful in com-

pletely eradicating the corrupted principles *, or in

* Our principles teach us, that this is possible with individuals,

but our experience shews us, that it is chimerical to expect it

universally in large bodies of professing christians.
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counteracting the evil propensities of human nature,

denominated by St Paul, " the carnal mind which

is enmity against God*." How then can we expect

to see an uninterrupted stream of spiritual prosperity

flow in the numerous and extended Methodist so-

cieties in Ireland ?

Nay farther, it is to be feared, and probably on

good grounds, however unpalatable the important

truth may prove, that notwithstanding our great ad-

vantages and extraordinary privileges, there is an ac-

tual andconsiderable declension in the life and power

of godliness, in the depth of communion with God,

in the extent of holiness, in life and conversation ;

and consequently a decay, instead of an increase of

genuine piety ; of faith working by love, and of that

perfection of christian holiness, which once consti-

tuted the glory of Methodist societies. Knowing

as we do, that purity of heart, perfect love, casting

out tormenting fear, and the uniform and total con-

secration of body, soul, and spirit, to the possession

and service of God, are essential branches of the re-

ligion we profess, we may say. How few are the liv-

ing witnesses of this great salvation ? Yet this, and

this alone, is true Methodism !—Scarcely can we
converse with one of the few surviving veterans in

the army of Emanuel, who saw the early days of

Methodism, and who has himself successfully fought

the good fight of faith ; who, in spite of earth and

hell, has been hitherto more than conqueror, through

him that loved him ; but this valiant soldier of Christ

* Rom. viii. 7.
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will tell you, with a sigh or a tear, of the decay of

piety in our societies, of the want of that holy zeal

and ardci , love, which characterised the primitive

Methodists in this kingdom.

We cannot ascribe these complaints altogether

to the weakness or prejudice of those who i)ear tes-

timony to them. They are every way worthy of cre-

dit, and their- testimony is unimpeachable ; they are

also corroborated by other records, as well as by ob-

servation and experience, and it is but too clear, that

these complaints are generally well founded. To de-

ny them, therefore, would not only be incompatible

with that candour and truth which Christianity en-

joins, but would also place an insurmountable barrier

in the way of reformation. Hath not the holy spirit

expressly ordained that * the confession of our faults

should uniformly precede the hope of forgiveness, and
the possibility of a reformation ? While an attempt

to " dissenible or cloak them before the face of al-

mighty God," is by him esteemed as hypocrisy, and
is one of the most formidable impediments we can

oppose to the free and copious influx of grace to the

hearts of his people. But could we even clear our-

selves of the charge of being in any degree a fallen

or degenerate people, still we must acknowledge a

criminal misimprovement of our precious privileges,

and a consequent deficiency in the gifts and graces

which should adorn the true spouse of Christ, when
blessed as we are with a copious variety of the means
of grace. Confessions of this kind are exceedingly

* 1 John i. 9.-»James v. 16.
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common in our public, as wfell as private addresses

to the throne of grace, to the mercy-seat of heaven ;

and we cannot suppose they are intended as mere

empty compliments to God. They are, doubtless,

well-founded in truth, and loudly call for the prun-

ing* and cultivating hand of reformation. All this

proclaims the great necessity of a general revival

of the work of God among us, to which it is the

bounden duty of every member in the connexion, be

his situation what it may, to contribute his humble

share.

Many causes naturally combine to produce a ge-

neral degeneracy of spiritual life in a religious com-

munity, as well as in the hearts of the individuals

that compose it. Martin Luther has somewhere

observed, that a revival of religion seldom did, and

bardly could be expected to continue in vigorous

life for above fifty years. He assigns as a cause,

the introduction of v/ealth, and its almost uniform

concomitant, the love of riches ; which every one

knows is the bane, nay the certain destruction of re-

ligion. •' For," says he, " Religion naturally makes

men industrious and careful, and industry and care

usually produce wealth, and the possession of wealth

too generally begets the love of it, and then farewell

to the spirit of humility, self-denial, and dedication

of ourselves and all we have to the glory of God."

The love of the world, and the love of God, we well

know, are as incompatible as light and darkness, as

heaven and hell.

Now, men who are influenced by such a spirit as

this, are still eligible members of our society, pro-
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vided their lives are untainted with any gross acts

of immorality, and that they adhere to the external

form of discipline established among us. And what

is far worse, these are the very men who are most

likely to aim at, and to attain a predominating in-

fluence in the connexion, and to awe even the preach-

ers into a servile acquiescence with their interested

or ambitious views, and these we may be sure are

seldom favourable to the simplicity and humility, to

the resignation, patience, and love, which are the true

ornaments of the church of Christ. Here then is one

fertile source of degeneracy, and perhaps of corrup-

tion, against which nothing but the special interfer-

ence of the providence of God can possibly guard us.

It is true, (and thanks be to God for the impor-

tant fact,) we are not yet overwhelmed by an influx

of wealth and power, in every part of the kingdom.

Yet we have men of wealth and honour in our so-

cieties, who still retain the humble and loving spirit

inculcated by the gospel of Christ, and imparted by

his grace to their souls. These are indeed orna-

ments to their profession. But notwithstanding this,

men will arise in every part of the kingdom, if

they do not already exist, who, with little preten-

sions either to extraordinary piety, or superior ta-

lents, like Deotrephes of old, will prate themselves

into some kind of consequence; or, by downright

assurance assume a dictatorial influence over their

more modest, but incomparably more pious and en-

lightened brethren*. In a mixed form of church

* It must be confessed that cases of tliis description, are much
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government, such as ours is, possessing, however, a

powerful preponderance of democracy, nothing can

check the overbearing influence of such men, but the

superior wisdom, talents, and fortitude, of the super-

intendent preachers, whose influence and authority

should be exerted in preventing men of this descrip-

tion from obtaining or retaining public offices in the

society- The only recommendation to these, should

be the spiritual gifts and graces, and the natural or

acquired abilities, obviously requisite for the faith-

ful discharge of their respective duties. As far as a

preacher sanctions an appointment to office, upon

any other grounds than these, whether he bows to

the idol of wealth ; or labours by a servile compla-

cency, to secure the temporal accommodation of him-

self and family, or by a timid and irresolute conduct

surrenders his authority to those whom he ought to

withstand and controul: in either of these cases, he

undoubtedly betrays the clause ofGod into the hands

of his enemies, and the consequences of this are not

hard to forsee. Not that a preacher should arm him-

self with an usurped and illegitimate authority : No;

but let him with modesty, but firmness ; with pru-

dence, but with zeal, maintain and exercise that

power, wherewith the great head of the church, and

the synod of his brethren have invested him, for the

edification of the body of Christ, the church of the

living God. Let his zeal be tempered with patience

and love, but supported with fortitude and wisdom.

Let the dignity of his deportment coincide with the

more prevalent in England than hitherto in Ireland; yet we are

not wholly free from them.
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importance of his mission; while his genuine humi-

lity, and exemplary piety, proclaim him the accredit-

ed ambassador of a meek and lowly Saviour. It is

to this spirit, and this conduct in our preachers, we
•must look up, under the blessing of God, for the

increasifag piety and prosperity of the Methodist

societies.

To men who, like our preachers, have their minds

enlightened to discern between good and evil, whose

sole business it is to study human nature, to discover

and expose its blemishes and defects, and to point

out and apply the remedy provided for it in the gos-

pel of our salvation,—to these men it is apparent that

the difficulty is at least equal to the importance of

preserving the members of Christ's spiritual body,

from those pollutions that are invariably contracted

by a social intercourse with the spirit, the things,

and the men of this world. The attractions of its

riches, its honours, and its pleasures, are so power-

ful ; the charms of its gratifications, though delu-

sive, are so bewitching to flesh and blood ; and we

find in ourselves so many advocates for their enjoy-

ments,—that, before we are aware of the danger, we
drink the delicious poison, and do not discover un-

til perhaps it is too late, that the fatal draught

has palsied our spiritual strength, or expelled the

very principles of piety from our hearts. AMiat are

we then, but " cumberers of the ground, witherecj

branches, having a name to live, but really (iead,"

in the estimation of him " who searcheth the

hearts, and trieth the reins of the children ot

Part I. b
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men *." Hence the direful apostacy of many who
once bid fair for the kingdom of heaven !

But fertile as these sources of apostacy are, we are

not to imagine they are the only ones from which

danger is to be apprehended to the church of God.

Temptations of every possible kind, beset us on

every side. And these are managed and directed

by the Prince of Darkness, with all that infernal ma-

lice of which he is the true source, and with all the

dexterity which five or six thousand years of expe-

rience in the arts of seduction has given him. He
well knows how to improve all the imperfections of

our nature to his own advantage, and to our destruc-

* Here I would beg leave to introduce a few observations es:-

tracted from the " Larger Minutes of Conference ;" They are

the productions of Mr Wesley's pen, and although written many
years ago, as descriptive of a great declension in the power ofre-

ligion, in the Methodist Societies in England at that period, they

are so applicable to numbers in oiir day and country, that their

insertion here can neither be ill-timed nor unprofitable. It would

appear that the endeavours of that great and good man, in con-

junction with his zealous and pious fellow-labourers to check the

progress of this growing evil, were crov/ned with success. Bless-

ed be God, the Methodists in England, are at present incompa-

rably more pious, diligent, and zealous, than this document re-

presents them to have been in that day. Mr Wesley observes

:

" 1st. Personal religion, either towardGod or man, is amazingly

superficial among us.

" I can but just touch on a few generals. How little faith is

there among us ? How little communion with God ? How little

living in heaven, walking in eternity, deadness to every creature?

How much love of the world? Desire of pleasure, of ease, of

getting money? How little brotherly love? What continual
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tion. If that subtle spirit, who incessantly goeth

about seeking whom he may devour, prevails over

the wisdom or integrity of one individual, it is easy

for him to make that man an instrument of dis-

union and seduction to many others, and with him

" to divide is to conquer." An union of sentiment,

an uniformity of doctrine, and an unanimity of con-

duct, are essential to the prosperity of the Metho-

dist societies ; yea, they are the very sinews of our

existence as a religious body. And if ever there

was a time when the exigencies of the connexion,

temporal or spiritual, more particularly called for

the united wisdom and energy of both preachers and

judging one another ? What gosslpping, evil speaking, taJe-bear-

ing ? What want of moral honesty ? To instance only in one or

two particulars. Who does as he would be done by in buying

and selling ? Particularly in selling horses ? Write him a knave

that does not."

<' 2d. Family religion is shamefully wanting, and almost in every

braticb."

« And the Methodists in general will be little better, till tje

take quite another course ivith them. For what avails public preach'

ing alone, though we could preach like angels ? We must, yea,

every travelling preacher mu^t instruct Xhemfrom house to house.

Till this is done, and that in good earnest, the Methodists will be

little better than other people."

Such was the zeal and faithfulness of IMr Wesley. And by

practising and inforcing these wholesome precepts, a deep and

powerful alteration for the better soon appeared among the

Methodists in England : and it continues to this day. It is pain-

ful to say, that some of the charges here brought forward, are

but too applicable to many professors among us, at least in the

North of Ireland. But it is better to confess and forsake, than

to conceal and retain our faults.
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people, that time is now ;—now, when the " love of

many is waxing cold," when apathy is taking the

place of zeal, and lukewarmness supplanting the ar-

dour of love ; when piety is evidently in the wane,

and when even the finances and resources of the con-

nexion are quite inadequate to meet the increasing

expenditure.

For a remedy against the growing and alarming

evils, which already impede our prosperity, and even

threaten our existence as a lively, spiritual people,

we can only look to the united wisdom, piety, and

fortitude of the leading men among the preachers

and people. These, acting under the gracious in-

fluence of the spirit of God, and conscientiously

enforcing the practice of that excellent discipline

already established in theory among us, are the le-

gitimate sources from whence our deliverance must

come. And while, with becoming reverence, the

writer of this would bow to the aggregate wisdoih

of the body, he, at the same time, still claims the

right of an individual, to suggest a few observations,

which a close attention to the concerns of Metho-

dism, and a lively interest in its welfare and pros-

perity, have, in a series of years, deeply impressed

upon his mind.

It is, indeed, impossible to contemplate without a

degree of satisfaction and thankfulness, the union

which, notwithstanding our numerous defects, has so

long, and so uniformly subsisted among the Metho-

dist societies in Ireland. With the exception of some

local dissensions upon points of discipline and econo-

my, to which a religious constitution, founded and
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supported as ours is, must ever be liable, and which

have occasionally taken place in particular circuits ;

there has been but one instance of extensive disunion,

and which terminated in actual separation*, known
among the Methodists of Ireland since the first es-

tablishment of those societies in the kingdom.—

A

great deal of this must unquestionably be attribut-

ed to the harmonising influence of that religion,

which, we trust, more or less actuates the whole body

of Methodists ;—A great deal more to the salutary

effects of the excellent discipline which unites and

cements that body into one aggregate mass, kept

in life and vigour by the continual circulation of

preachers, which is incessantly bearing a successive

variety of talent into every part of the kingdom ;

—

And something is also due to the national character

of the people. Though by no means so remarkable

* Tills solitary instance of dissension, terminating in separa-

tion, took place in the Lisbum circuit, in the year 1796. It

arose entirely out of a dispute between the superintendent

preacher and some of the local preachers, the steward, and lead-

ers of the circuit, upon matters of discipline and prerogative.

The result was, that the preacher was brought to a trial before

the district meeting, and removed from tliat circuit. But not-

withstanding this, about two hundred members left the society

;

and they brought over some preachers who belonged to the sepa-

ratists in England, connected with the late Mr Kilham. These

still continue in a state of separation, ami have lately begun to

build a chapel in Lisburn. A brancli of them have also extend-

ed to Downpatrick, where they have likewise erected a chapel,

which, with one they obtained from the old connexion at tlic

time of separation, in the village of Pricstliill, near Lisburn,

comprehends all their public places of worship in Ireland. That

party is not by any means gaining ground in Ireland.
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for steadiness or perseverance as either the English

or Scotch, the Irish are remarkably affectionate,

social, and hospitable. This remark holds particu-

larly in the middle and Southern counties, and in

the metropolis.

Perhaps we may be justified in saying", that the

prevalence of these dispositions and habits, in some
degree obliterates the anxious solicitude which often

arises in more phlegmatic constitutions, after pecu-

liar modes of religious worship, and what may be

called, the ceremonies of religion. And these may
also have a tendency to diminish that commendable
zeal which every christian should possess for " the

more excellent way," either of serving his God in his

individual capacity, or of contributing to the ex-

tension and propagation of that religion, which he

feels to be the source of life and happiness to his

own soul. In these points it is but too evident that

the English Methodists have considerably the ad-

vantage of the Irish. The zeal, the industry, and

the taste for excellency, which animates the bosom

of an Englishman, when these qualities are pressed

into the service of religion, and supported by his na-

tural and acquired patience and perseverance, gives

him a decided advantage over the more warmly af-

fectionate, but less assidious Irishman. Active and

vigilant, as well as cautious and prudent, the Eng-

lishman yields to no difficulty in the way of attaining

the object of his pursuit, while the Irishman is more

easily discouraged or diverted from his purpose. He
seems often to want the patient and persevering

ardour necessary to success.
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To this energy of spirit, this national ardour of

mind, so eminently conspicuous in the British cha-

racter, must be ascribed the tenacious jealousy of

the Englishman, which recoils at the privation of

either his civil or religious liberties. It is the love

of these, which, animating his generous bosom,

excites the most lively apprehensions, on the slight-

est appearance of their invasion. In the struggle

for freedom and prosperity, the Englishman rises

superior to all opposition, surmounts every obstacle,

and assumes that decisive and accomplished charac-

ter, both in civil and religious life, which is no where

else to be found, and which justly renders that na-

tion the admiration of the world.

Hence we may trace the astonishing progress

which the English nation has made in the arts, in

agriculture, in the various branches of science, and,

above all, in the power of vital godliness, and what

we may justly denominate ifAejper/ecifio;i of religion.

Neither labour nor expence are spared in that hap-

py country, to attain to every possible degree of per-

fection in whatever constitutes the object of their

pursuit. The Irish are naturally more easy and con-

tented, though in a state, and under circumstances

every way inferior to their eastern neighbours. But

this ease is allied to indifference, if not to indolence ;

and that contentment borders upon apathy. And
hence perhaps we may discover one secret source of

the unanimity which we so much admire in the Irish

Methodists. Though highly desirable and praise-

worthy in itself, yet this may be no proof either of

the perfection of our system, or of our spiritual pros*
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perity. • Tranquillity and unanimity may' both subsist

under the most dangerous circumstances, and even

on the very edge of destruction. Instead, therefore,

of producing these demi-virtues as proofs of our

safety and prosperity, we should rather examine

upon what foundation they themselves rest. Should

this prove unsound, we shall find ourselves com-

pletely deceived by reposing confidence in our ease

and contentment, when we are perhaps insensibly

approaching to destruction.

A ship's company, while enjoying themselves in

their cabins, or reposing in their hammocks, may be

profoundly tranquil, and perfectly unanimous both

as to the propriety and rectitude of their course,

and the ultimate prosperity of the voyage ; and if

urged to alter that course by a warning of danger,

may reply, " We are well as we are ; our voyage has

hitherto been prosperous, and it would be a tempting

of providence to go out of that course ; we cannot be-

lieve there is any danger at hand." But the pilot,who
knows the vessel to be approaching a sunken rock,

feels it his duty to save both ship and cargo, though

he should, in doing so, disturb the tranquillity and

oppose the unanimity of the company. He must

apprise them of their danger, and by a dexterous

turn of the helm, place them in a state of safety.

They can themselves then perceive the danger they

have escaped.—Possibly this simile may in some

degree illustrate the former and present state of

the Methodist connexion in Ireland. If it does so,

we may depend upon \i, Jesus is the great pilot of

j^tir salvation; we may safely commit the manage-
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ment of our cause to his wisdom and love. But
should he find it necessary to sjaift the helm, let us

be patient till we observe the issue. While we are

blessed with such a steersman, it does not become

us, at every motion of the ship, to cry out, " we are

going to the bottom !

"

But to drop the figure. Some alteration in our re-

ligious economy, appears now to be essential to our

future improvement and prosperity. Hitherto, it is

admitted a considerable degree of tranquillity as

well as unanimity has prevailed in Ireland. This is

undoubtedlj cause of congratulation and thankful-

ness ; and to make the disturbance of these a pri-

mary object, would be to exhibit a spirit totally op-

posed to the gospel of peace. Rather let us labour

to establish them upon a solid and permanent foun-

dation : but in order to this, some improvements ap-

pear to be indispensably necessary. If the introduc-

tion^of these should produce a momentary sensation

of debate, let that be conducted in such a spirit as

will at once do honor to our profession as christians,

and to our feelings as men. Let us shew to the

world, that we really possess the religion we boast

of; and that our very disputes (if we have any) are

conducted in the true spirit of christian love, and

with a view not to support our own opinions, but

to promote the essential good of the whole Metho-

dist connexion.

Men of sound judgment and deep penetration,

and whose means of observation, as well as upright

characters, render them competent judges of the

state of our connexion, are vfeW persuaded that
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there exists at this moment in the connexion the

seeds of its dissolution ; and that it is become im-

periously necessary that some decisive step should

be immediately taken, some effectual means adopt-

ed to engage and satisfy the wavering minds ofmany
members of the different societies in the kingdom.

Our preachers and people both feel, although they

may be reluctant to acknowledge, a kind of general

damp creeping over the societies, and pervading the

minds of individuals, which has very seriously abated

the ardour of that zeal, and diminished the warmth
of that devotion which originally characterised the

Methodist societies. Exceptions to this observa-

tion, of course, must be admitted ; yet true it is that

the love of many is waxing cold, and the present

mediums of union are gradually losing their influ-

ence, and exposing the connexion to the dangerous

consequences of dissensions and separations, and

perhaps finally to complete dissolution.

It is true, some of the latent causes, which are now

tending to this disastrous issue, may be at present

in a great measure concealed from public view, and

as their operations must necessarily be located and

limited by circumstances, it is no wonder if many

of those who are very sensible of their existence,

may be unable either to trace them to their true

sources, or to prescribe the proper remedy which

the exigency of the case appears to require. But

frequently the most destructive works of an enemy

are carried on by secret sap :
" If the foundations

are destroyed, what can the righteous do * .^" said the

* Psalms xi. 3.



PRESENT STATE OF METHODISM. S?

holy psalmist. If the pillars of our connexion are

yielding to the pressure of adverse circumstances, if

the bonds of our union are dissolving ; and if the

foundations of oiu' establishment are now undermin-

ing, it is indeed high time to look round for the

means of our preservation.

And what let me ask, are the pillars of our con-

nexion,—what the bonds of our union,—what the

foundation of our establishment ? Examine minute-

ly into the fabric of our constitution as a religious

body, and you will find the influence of genuine re-

ligion, of the pure and undefiled love of God and

man, is the only support of our connexion,—the only

cement of our union,—the single prop which sustains

the whole weight of our establishment ! Hitherto,

by an almost miraculous interference of providence,

combined with subservient circumstances, that ce-

ment has kept the body hanging together. But it

must be evident to every thinking mind, that in pro-

portion as that religion abates in the hearts and

lives of the people, in the same proportion are the

bonds of our society dissolved. And, on the other

hand, whatever has a tendency to strengthen and

increase that pure and undefiled religion among us,

must be the means of confirming our union, and of

giving stability and permanency to our whole esta-

blishment.

Hitherto we find ourselves assimilated to the pri-

mitive churches. The foundation of their establish-

ments was religion in the abstract ; and their only

bond of union, was the love which that religion in-

spired. " By this" saith Jesus, ''shall all men know
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that ye are my disciples, if ye love one another *."

So far Methodism filiates itself upon Christ and
his apostles ; and demonstrates its alliance to the

true apostolic church. Love is also the cement

of our connexion. But our blessed Lord foresee-

ing the possible diminution of that love, in the

bosoms of his dearest followers, gave them a com-
mandment, which being of an external and visible

nature, the observance of it was instituted and or-

dained as a pledge of their love to himself, and as

the testimony of their love to each other. More-
over, he annexed to the due celebration of this il-

lustrious and endearing ritual, the blessings of in-

creasing grace, renewal of spiritual intercourse with,

himself, and a foretaste of that eternal union and ce-

lestial happiness, which all his true followers are

entitled to expect through faith in his blood.

To this holy and mysterious ceremony, our ador-

able Saviour, in commemoration of his death and

passion, affixed the mystical term of " eating his

flesh and drinking his blood." Expressions which,

though evidently figurative, represent the intimate

communion and fellowship, which subsists between

himself and his living members upon earth, to the

end of time ; and their absolute and entire depend-

dance upon his power, his grace, his atoning blood

and righteousness ; and his all-powerful intercession

at the right hand of God on their behalf, for their

present and eternal salvation. " Whosoever,'* saith

the Son of God, " eateth my flesh, and drinketh my

* John xiii. 35.
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blood, hath everlasting life, and he shall not perish

but I will raise him up at the last day *."

St Paul, who was well acquainted with the mind

of his divine master on this interesting* subject, takes

it up as a concern of the highest importance to the

welfare of the churches, and while he enforces the

absolute necessity of an uniform and worthy recep-

tion of this sacred ordinance, he at the same time

points out the injurious and destructive consequences

of a total neglect, or an unworthy communication

of those holy mysteries. For, saith that holy and

zealous apostle, " He that eateth and drinketh of

that bread and that cup, unworthily, shall be guilty

of the body and blood of Christ ; he eateth and

drinketh condemnation to himself, not discerning

the Lord's body." And, " for this cause many are

weak and sickly among you, and many sleepf ;'*

being as it would appear from the literal interpreta-

tion of these words, punished with sickness, and even

temporal death, on account of profaning this holy

ordinance. Or if they are to be understood in a spi-

ritual sense, the effects were of a still more dread-

ful nature, as implying the sickness, stupor, or death

of the soul.

But if the Saviour of mankind attached so much

importance to tke constant and solemn celebration

of this blessed testimonial of his dying love to his

redeemed people ;—if his holy apostles zealously and

conscientiously continued in the steady and uniform

practice of it ;—if St Paul conceived it requisite to

* John vi. 54, &c. f Corinthians xii. 26—30.
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spend almost an entire chapter, in one of his best

epistles, explaining, commending, and enforcing it,

to the church of Corinth ; and finallj, if the chris-

tian churches, in all ages and countries, have scru-

pulously and zealously obeyed this last solemn in-

junction of their dying Lord, what shall we say in

defence of the Methodist societies in Ireland,—

a

body of people who profess the greatest degree of

love and veneration for the person and doctrines,

the precepts and example of their great Redeemer.

What shall we say to the well known fact, that this

most blessed ordinance is almost totally banished

from their societies ! What will our English bre-

thren, what will the pious members of other deno-

minations say or think, when informed, that with

all our boasted piety and zeal for God, we have

just one man, who is supposed to be properly qua-

lified, and who alone is permitted, to administer this

solemn ordinance to the Methodist societies over the

entire extent of the kingdom, at the rate of about

once in twelve months, in certain large and popu-

lous towns.

But it matters little what other men may think

or say of this, the matter rests between God and our

souls. The question is, what does the great Head
of the Church think of it ? Have we reason to be-

lieve that it is well pleasing in the sight of our God
and Saviour, to see his most solemn commandments

treated with neglect or contempt, and his people de-

prived of that spiritual bread which cometh down
from heaven, through the worthy celebration of the

holy Eucharist ? Let me ask you seriously, is this
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really keeping the commands of Christ ? Is it ac-

tually, and bonajidei feeding or starving the flock,

the church of the living God, whom his dear son

hath purchased with his own blood ?

But you reply, " let them go to the church, or to

the Dissenter's meeting-house, those places are al-

ways open on sacramental occasions ; the former to

all comers and goers, and the latter, to all the

members of their own establishment, who can pro-

duce the necessary tokens."—Thank them for their

liberality. These benevolent people spread a table

you say for strangers and aliens, for wandering

sheep, and deserters, as many of our people are from

them. But we Methodists have not sufficient cha-

rity to spread one for our own children ! They may
starve, or go begging from door to door if they

think proper ; but " the communion of the body and

blood of Christ," the dearest pledge of their salva-

tion they shall not have from you ! No, not one

morsel of bread nor one drop of wine, though faint-

ing for lack of it

!

But, my brethren, give me leave to ask, who
gave you the power and authority to drive these

innocent sheep into the arms of Arians and So-

cinians, infidels and whore-masters, horse-racers,

gamblers and cock-fighters, as not a iew of the

ministers of the present day, are well known to be?

You are a preacher of the gospel. In the day when
Jesus put these Iambs of his flock into your hand,

when he made you the instrument of their conver-

sion to himself, or of their further establishment in

his grace ; did he authorise you to drive them into
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the wilderness to pick up a precarious morsel of food,

or to perish by the way for lack of it ? Or did he

rather say unto you, in effect, as unto reclaimed

Peter, " If thou lovest me, feed my sheep." But

does the due administration of the supper of the

Lord, constitute no part of the food of the flock of

Christ ? And do you think your blessed Lord in-

tended you should keep his commandments, or break

them? " O ! but you are not ordained !" My brother,

if you ask it of the Lord Jesus Christ, he will open

your eyes to see what true or^dination means.

But the Rev. Mr A is ordained; the unction

of a bishop's hand has been spread upon his conse-

crated head, and he is of course qualified to admi-

nister the elements of the Eucharist. Well, Mr
A sets out and travels over the kingdom, and

annually administers the supper of the Lord, in a

most hurried and precipitate manner, (for how can

he do otherwise?) to perhaps a third or a fourth

part of the Methodists in the kingdom. Give me
leave to ask, what does the dear good man put

himself to this trouble for? Have you not just

told us, that the churches and the meeting-houses

are open to the Methodist societies, and by recom-

mending these places, have you not tacitly affirmed,

that the sacrament of the Lord's supper is as bene-

ficially administered there, as it could be in the

Methodist chapels? Has Mr A '- then any par-

ticular qualification for this important work, beyond

an ordinary minister of the church or the meeting-

house ? ** Yes ; he is pious,—a converted man !

"

Thank you for the hint :—then a man of piety is
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supposed to be better qualified for this sacred of-

fice, than oue whose life is at continual variance with

his profession, although the bisijop's hand has heea

equally suspended over both their heads. Then

piety is still acknowledged as the most essential

qualification for a minister of Christ.

Let us then here inquire :—Does not the appoint-

ment of the pious and reverend Mr A to the

office of administering the sacrament of the Lord's

supper to the Methodists, indicate a general predi-

lection in favour of pious ministers of theirown body,

to fill that important office. Doubtless it does ; and

this is apparent,—First, in the conference, whose

authority and approbation are requisite to sanction

that appointment. And, secondly, it is equally"

apparent in the minds and conduct of the people^

who not only flock to receive this divine ordinance

from his hands, but in numberless instances actually

abstain from communicating for many months, until

his periodical return furnishes them again with the

happy opportunity of receiving the symbols of their

Redeemer's love from the hands of his true dis-

ciple.

But why this attachment to Mr A ? Evi-

dently for two reasons :—First, because he is just-

ly reputed to be possessed of the life and power of

true religion, manifestly displayed in his life aod

conversation. And, secondly, because though an

ordained minister of the established church, he is

also a Methodist preacher. These are the circum-

stances which give weight to his influence, and

which have gained him the affections of the people.

Part I. «
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Jl is true the additional circumstance of his ordina-

tion may have its weight with persons whose piety

is somewhat tinctured with prejudice, or, perhapSji

tainted with bigotry ; but our knowledge of the

degree of wisdom and genuine religion, which per-

vade the generality of our societies, which influence

their hearts, and direct their judgments, compels us

to do them the credit of believing, that it is to the

two former motives Mr A is indebted for the

tide of popularity which accompanies his excursions

through the Methodist societies.

And is it not meet and right to cherish this dispo-

sition in our people ? Certainly it is. Its operation

is indeed at present necessarily limited to one soli-

tary ambassador of God among us, because there is

none other to divide it with him ; but we are not

from thence to conclude, that the predilection in fa-

vour of piety would not extend itself to the entire

body of preachers, who, by the wisdom of confer-

ence, should be selected for ministering in these holy

things. In an enlightened and pious people, influ-

enced by a sincere desire to know and do the will

of God in all things, a prejudice like this, which has

neither reason nor revelation for its support, cannot

long maintain its ground against the united efforts

of these powerful advocates for the simplicity of the

religion of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us, then, con-

fidently cherish the hope, that the influence of those

divine principles, which have determined the con-

duct of our English brethren in this important point,

united to the force of their example, will, by the

blessing of providence, soon put us in possession of
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our unquestionable and unalienable privileges as a

legitimate branch of the true church of God upon

earth.

Now, my dear friend, whosoever you are, that has

hitherto been the strenuous advocate of exterior ordi-

nation, to the utter disparagement and contempt of

the true spiritual unction of the Holy Ghost without

it, will you prove to me that the sameGod who ordain-

ed Paul the tent-maker, and Peter the fisherman,

cannot and will not, now qualify and ordain a true

and complete minister in his church, independent of

the imposition of a bishop's hands ? And as I am
aware of the difficulty of this task, I will allow you

until the publication of the Second Part of this work,

to produce your proofs. In that, if spared to pub-

lish it, I trust this argument will be resumed, and

more minutely entered into.

But are you aware of the fact, that this injurious

system of exclusion may be justly ranked among
the chief causes of that declension in the power of

vital godliness, and the increase and extent of that

spirit of apathy and lukewarmness that is so rapid-

ly creeping over the societies in Ireland ? Do you

not know by experience, that the Methodists will

not be forced (and why should they ?) to attend

other places of worship, where often they will

meet only with unholy ministers, and numerous

ungodly communicants, for the reception of the tes-

timonials of their Redeemer's love ? No ; many of

our pious members, especially in the country parts,

on this very account conscientiously abstain entirely

from the celebration of this ordinance, except only
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when they can receive it at the annual visit of Mr
^ .—, while not a few, who are out of the reach of

his visits, live in almost total neglect of it. And

in this state of things, can we expect the divine bless-

ing upon our connexion ? Most certainly not, so

long as he holds the reins of government who once

said, " Do this in remembrance of me !

"

Although it would be difficult at the present mo-

ment to ascertain with precision, the feelings of tlie

public mind in the Methodist connexion of Ireland,

respecting the administration of Baptism, and the

supper of the Lord among them by the hands of

their own preachers,—it may however be fairly pre-

sumed, that so far as the people are alive to their

spiritual interests, they must feel a considerable de-

gree of anxiety for the full enjoyment of their pri*

vileges in this respect. But so far as apathy of dis*-

position, or lukewarmness of affection, towards re-

ligion prevails, we may expect to meet, at least, a

cold indifference to this important object, and in

cases where inveterate prejudice exists, we may con-

fidently calculate on a decided and active opposition.

Certain it is, however, that there are many warm
advocates for the measure in most parts of the king-

dom, and of these, not a few are men justly and

highly esteemed for their wisdom, as well as piety,

and whose rank or office in the connexion, give in-

fluence to their characters, and weight to their

opinions*.

* At the conference held in Dublin in July 1811, was read

a petition and memorial from the members of the Belfast so-
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Among the preachers, also, it is pretty well as-»

certained, that a considerable majority are convinc-

ed of the great utiHty, if not absolute necessity, of

the speedy adoption of this plan ; and although, from

motives of delicacy, ihey do not wish to urge the

matter upon the people, yet little or no opposition

to it need be feared, either from the distinct piety

of individual preachers, or the aggregate wisdon^

of the conference. But the prejudice of its opposers

is rapidly wearing ^way ; and in a very short tiiiie

we may confidently hope that the same kind provir

dence which has, with equal wisdom and goodness,

opened a way for its admission into the English so-

cieties, and made it so great a blessing to them,

will be graciously pleased to favour the Irish coht

nexion with the same distinguishing mark of his fa-

vour and love. Then will one grand cause of ouv

declension in religion be removed, and with it many
others would expire also. S ^':\')m

Give to the Methodist body the cement of thi»

endearing ritual,—let them enjoy in it the increas-

ed benediction of heaven, and we may reasonably

f)?or

.

*<
,

- •

cietjes, claiming the privilege of tliis measure for themselves. It

has been since learned, that not the shadow of opposition ap-

peared 'against it In conference, although one solitary individual

of that circuit, had transmitted his petition against it. The only

reason why the request was not then granted, was the want of

unanimity in oUier societies upon the point. But this is proba-

bly only suspended for a little season : the people are gradually

losing their prejudices against it. As this petition and memo-

rial appears to take a fair view of the subject, the author has

procured a copy of it to be au»exed to the §upplemcatary part

of this work.



38- ^- INQUIRY iNtO THE

expect to see, from this single source, a spring-tide

of spiritual prosperity flow in upon our societies.-

The people will become closer united in that sa-

cred band of christian fellowship, the communion of

saints ; and in that true spirit of love which should

ever animate and distinguish the followers of the

Lord Jesus. Hence many causes of dissension and

disunion would cease ; we should feel a greater in-

terest in the general prosperity of our connexion,

and more cheerfully contribute to its support. Thus

the Methodist churches, throughout all Ireland,

should have rest and be edified, and walking in the

fear of the Lord*, while keeping his commandments,

and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, should be

multiplied and increased to the end of time.

But those important objects will not be attained

without our own endeavours. And to whom should

we principally look under God for their accomplish^

ment ? To you, my venerable and honoured bre-

thren, preachers ofthe everlasting gospel. To yoii ap-

pertaineth the honour of restoring our holy religion

to her native simplicity, her original innocence, and

immaculate purity, among us f . Stripped of those

gaudy, yet degrading trappings, which are but the

badges of her slavery to a state policy, and rescu-

* Acts ix. 31.

t Let it be observed, it is not by any means intended either

here, or in any other part of this work, to insinuate that there

are not many pious and excellent members of the church of

England ; many among both clergy and laity who adorn their

profession, both by the experience and practice of true religion.

God forbid that we should ior a moment dispute the truth of
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ed from the lifeless formalities of a politico-religi-

ous establishment, let the heaven-born stranger at

length visit our huml)le chapels, in all her tran-

scendent beauty, in all her majestic simplicity ! Let

this ! But it is plain, these demonstrations of the power of

godlinLSS have little connexion with the exterior formalities of

the church, and r.orie at all with her wealth and splendour.

Neither the ornaments, the dignities, nor the riches of the

church, can have any favourable influence upon religion. On
the contrary, they are incumbrances and impediments which

the son of God, both by precept and example, taught his dis-

ciples to avoid, if they wished to possess and exhibit the ge-

nuine spirit of his holy religion. A Methodist, therefore, can

have no reasonable pretence for laying his neck under this yoke,

except that from which we now solicit a deliverance.

It is true indeed, the state has done well to adopt and vindi-

cate the religion of Jesus Christ ; we give it full credit for its

wisdom and piety in doing so : we rejoice also that the provi-

dence ofGod hag thus ordained it: and in return, we feel it no

less our inclination than our duty, to give that state our most

cordial and zealous support. But let us not mistake the mat-

ter; the whole benefit of this connexion results to the state: by

adopting and defending the religion of Christ, it has placed it-

self under the immediate protection of heaven ; well knowing,

that the divine author of that religion wieldeth the sceptre of

the universe ; that he " doeth according to his will in the armies

of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth." Religion

therefore may be necessary to the state, but an union with the

state cannot be essential to the prosperity of religion. It ha«

flourished under states which have done their utmost to perse-

cute and extirpate it from the face ofthe earth. Yet we acknow-

ledge that under a wise and gracious superintending providence,

the favour shown the christian religion by the British government,

has been attended with the most important and durable advan-

tages ; and for these we always desire to testify our gratitude

to God, and our fidehty to our good king, and glorious consti-



40 INQUIRY INTO THE

her expand over our drooping societies the wings of

a Saviour s love, and pour into our panting bosoms

the streams of his refreshing grace. We will hail

with rapture her welcome approach, and joyfully re-

ceive from her celestial hand the " cup of salvation."

We will open to her our houses, and welcome her to

the inmost recesses of our hearts. We will intro-

duce the lovely virgin,—the daughter of the king of

saints,—all glorious within, enrobed in the garments

of praise, decked with a crown of righteousness, and

brightly reflecting her father's glory, tO our sons and

our daughters ; and they also shall become heirs of

salvation ! Nay, we will invite Jesus himself to our

feasts of lov^e, and he will condescend to be our

guest, for he hath said, " Wheresoever two or three

are gathered together in my name, there am I

in the midst of them*." We will sit down with

him at the table of his own divine institution, and

tution. But notwithstanding this, we are bound as christians to

declare, that the riches and honours, which have been heaped

upon the dignified and benificed clergy, are in our opinion emi-

nently destructive of the simplicity and humility, the self-de-

nial and piety, which characterise the genuine religion of the

gospel. And if these are not found in the clergy, from whence

are the laity to derive either the precepts or examples requisite

to impress them with a lively regard for true religion ? From

the Methodists, said Mr Wesley ! Yes, that excellent man uni-

formly declared his conviction, that God raised up the Metho-

dists for the very purpose of reviving the spirit of vital godliness

in the church. We echo back the sentiment : let the church

people come and rekindle the languid flame of their devotion in

our chapels ; but let not the Methodists be driven back to tlie

churches, for the testimonials of their Redeemer's love.

* Matthew xviii. 20.
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listening to the story of his dying love, our hearts

shall " burn and melt within us," and tears of grate-

ful love shall overflow our eyes, while he breaks to

our hungry souls, the bread of life, and pours into

our fainting hearts, the richest wine of his heavenly

kingdom ! So shall every passion of our souls, every

affection of our hearts, testify that we indeed " Do
this in remembrance of him, who hath loved us and

gave himself for us * !"

* The further consideration of subjects connected with' the

economy of the Methodist establishment, with instances whece-

in tliat branch appears susceptible of impToveraent, will be i¥-

sumed at a future part of the work ; mean while our attention is

claimed to a more minute investigation of some of the doctrines

which are closely interwoven with the fabric of Methodism.
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CHAP. If.

i)OCTRINES OF MHTHODISM PROVK THEMSELVES GENERALLY «OOiy.

—WANT OF UNIFORMITY NOTICED,—GENERAL COMPLEXION DE-

CIDEDLY ARMINIAN. SUMMARY VIEW OF THE PRINCIPLkS OIT

CALVINISM AND ARMINIANISM CONTRASTED.—MIXTURE OF CAL-

VINISM ORIGINALLY INTERWOVEN WITH METHODISM, PROPRI-

ETY OF THIS CONSIDERED. CORROBORATED BY ST PAUL'S AU-

THORITY, UNHAPPY TENDENCY OF TOO RIGOROUS AN OPPOSI-

TION TO THE PRINCIPLES OF MODERATE CALVINISM. REVISAL

OF OUR PRINCIPLES REQUISITE. DOCTRINES ESTABLISHED BY

MR WESLEY AND MR FLETCHER INADEQUATE TO FIX THE TRUE

STANDARD OF METHODISM.

XT has been already asserted, that, generally speak-

ing-, the doctrines taught and believed in the Me-
thodist societies, are essentially conformable to the

genuine principles of the gospel of Christ. Of this we
have the testimony of God himself, who hath made
them the effectual means of the true conversion and

final salvation of thousands, who have lived and,

died under their influence, and in the enjoyment of

that religion which those doctrines inculcate and im-

press. But notwithstanding this, in some points of

no inconsiderable importance, there is unhappily

a great want of uniformity among many of the

preachers, and to such an extent does this proceed,

that it would be extremely difficult, in many cases,
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at present to ascertain what are the true principles

of Methodism*.

In a general point of view, however, it is certain,

that the principles of the Methodist societies are de-

cidedly of an Arminian cast ; and they have been

gradually assuming more of this character, from the

first formation of those societies down to the present

day. The apprehensions which the primitive found-

ers ofMethodism entertained of the progress of Anti-

nomianism, and their association of that danger-

ous delusion, with their notions of Calvinism, induc-

ed the adoption of high Arminianism, as the only

effectual cure of both.

Among the most striking features of those prin-

ciples which are distinguished as Calvinisticf, we
recognise the doctrine which contends for the par-

tial but certain operation of that effective grace,

which insures salvation to its favoured objects,

styled the Elect, for whom alone, according to this

system, Christ shed his blood ; and by proposing

the infallible perseverance, and final salvation of

these, to the exclusion of all others, it appears to sully

the glory of the divine attributes, by ascribing to

the Deity a partiality, founded upon no acknow-

* Instances of this will be hereafter adduced.

+ Although these doctrines have been long distinguished by

the name of Calvinism ; it is not thence to be concluded that

John Calvin was either the author or the first propagator of them.

Long before his day Augustine, Bishop Hippo in Africa, held

and taught many of the doctrines subsequently embraced by

Calvin. Their modern advocates, however, suppose they can

trace thenj up to the inspired writings.
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ledge a principle, but that of the divine sovereign-

ty; but which is evidently subversive of the well

known principles of general equity and. universal be-

nevolence, which must be found in all their glorious

perfection to reside in the Godhead. And at the

same time, these principles appear to countenance

an Antinomian practice, by representing the sal-

vation of the elect as absolutely certain, notwith-

standing flagrant and enormous breaches of the di-

vine law, and many cases of apparent apostacy, in

the hearts and lives of its favoured objects. Nor

does the Calvinistic system appear to admit, that

complete holiness of heart, and entire and uniform

dedication of the body, soul, and substance, to the

glory of God, from the prevailing influence of faith

working by love, are essential to salvation, or in-

deed, to be attained in ttis life. ; ; i^ji^

In direct opposition to these principles, the Arjnj-

nianism. of the Methodists asserts the universal ex-

tent of the great atonement to the whole human

race: Christ Jesus having by the grace of God, tasted

death for every man upon earth ; that consequently

every man is originally in a salvable state, and fully

entitled to an equal participation in the important

blessings of redemption. That in consequence of

this, a portion of divine grace is communicated to

every soul of man, and is intended by the great au-

thor of his being, to be the means of his salvation

;

and which, by a faithful improvement, and diligent

cultivation under every dispensation of grace, would

infallibly issue in that glorious event. That every

man shall be finally rewarded according to his works^
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©r, as Mr Wesley expresses it, " secundum merita

operum, as his works deserve or merit." Tliat the

grace of God, although in a certain degree influen-

tial, is nevertheless not irresistible ; but leaves the

will free and uncontrouled, to embrace or reject its

overtures at the option of the individual.

As a necessary consequence of this, Arminianism

teaches that it is in the power of every man, to co«

operate with or oppose, to promote or frustrate the

gracious designs of heaven towards him ; the deter-

mining power resting with the will of the man, who
thus becomes in fact, the arbiter of his own fate.

Methodism, however, is very tenacious of ascribing

the glory of our salvation entirely to the free grace

of God, through Jesus Christ : while it casts the

odium of our damnation, if we finally perish, al-

together upon ourselves,—upon the obstinacy and

perverseness of our wills, and the direful depravity

of our nature. But Galvinists and Methodists usu-

ally agree in the fundamental principle of the fall of
man, and the general consequences of that fall, to

the posterity of Adam in their initial state; a large

majority of the Methodists coinciding with the Cal-

vinists in the opinion, that sin is propagated in hu-

man nature; styled by them original sin, and that to

this corruption of the fountain is to be ascribed the

universal prevalence of sinful propensities and sin-

ful actions, which stamp the character of the Jiui-

man mind in every age and country. And to this

also is to be attributed the conseqHent inability of

every man in a state of nature, to reconcile himself

te bis God, or recover his divine image in the
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lapsed powers of his soul. And hence both agree

in the great and fundamental truths which are em-

braced by the doctrine of atonement, viz. redemption

in the blood of Christ, and (if the principles laid

down by Mr Wesley are to be regarded,) the im-

putation of his merits, as the sole procuring cause

of the justification of believers, and of their title to

eternal life. I'iv/orf '* ;t ui si jj .

To these general principles, as held by Methodists,

must be added, the doctrine of christian perfection

or perfect holiness^ consisting in the maturity and

perfection of righteousness, peace, and joy in the

Holy Ghost, and of that love which casteth out tor-

menting fear, without any mixture of sin or sinful

desires ; the heart being purified by the inspiration of

the spirit of God, and the affections permanently set

upon things above, and not on things on the earth

;

and in a corresponding course of life, wholly dedi-

cated to the glory of God and the good of our fel-

low-creatures. In short, the pure and perfect love

of God and man, filling every power and faculty of

the soul, and consecrating all our thoughts, words,

and works, to the service and praise of God, under

the influence of his holy spirit, and in conformity to

the precepts of the gospel of Christ.

This glorious doctrine has been amply illustrated

and ably supported in the writings of MrJohn Wes-

ley*; obtained a masterly vindication and proof from

the pen of the venerable Fletcher f, and is supposed

* See his Plain Account of Christian Petfection, &c. &c.

t Particularly in his Last Check to Antinomianism, or Pole-

mical Essay. A work, which while it illustrates and maintains
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to have been abundantly demonstrated, and happily

exemplified, in the actual experience of innumerable

living and dying witnesses, who have professed the

attainment of this exalted state of holiness, by faith

in the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ.

—

Those who wish to see this doctrine placed in its

proper point of view, and to peruse the arguments

which have been adduced in its favour, and the scrip-

tures upon which it rests, will find them amply detail-

ed in the writings of those venerable saints, and able

divines, above quoted. Till this is done, it is not fair

or generous in any man to condemn the doctrine.

In this important doctrine the Methodists and

Calvinists are, and long have been, at complete va-

riance. But the very able statement of its merits

and truth by Mr Wesley, and the ample and satifac-

tory vindication and proofs it has derived from the

talents ofMr Fletcher, continuing to this day unre-

futed, the victory certainly remains with the advo-

cates ofperfect love casting outfear.

Notwithstanding, however, the fabric of Metho-

dism is avowedly ofArminian structure, yet it is evi-

ihe doctrine contended for, with the happiest combination of

argument and authority
;
presents us with, perhaps the most

accompHshed specimen of rehgious controversy ever written in

the EngHsh language. In fact the dignified simplicity, the soft

persuasive love which shines through every line of this inimita-

ble piece of polemical divinity, appear to contend with the elo-

quent arguments, for the honour of demonstrating the truth of

christian perfection, and we find ourselves unable to withhold our

assent from a doctrine whose essential truth and intimate uniott

with Christianity, is thus exhibited before our eyes

!
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dent, even from what has already been said, that

there is a leaven of Calvin istlc principles, intermix-

ed with its original cotistitutiotj. But this proceed-

ed no farther than it was siipported by the express

or implied doctrine of scripture. The same we find

running constantly through the writings of ttae great

apostle of the Gentiles. And may we not hence

conclude, that these are authorised and sanctioned

by the spirit of God ? And will not their admission

always have a happy tendency to ameliorate the

rigid austerity of our high Arminianism ? Render-

ing the more legal and preceptive parts of the gos-

pel, more palatable, and easier of digestion to the

spiritual appetite, particularly of the new-born child

of God, whose tender minds seems to require the

soothing promises of a full and free salvation, to be

preached to them for a season, with little mixture of

the severer duties inculcated with equal propriety

«pon the established believer, who may be possibly

in danger of making void the law through faitlj.

To the former we should declare, in the sympathe-

tic language of St Paul, " There is now, therefore,

no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus."

While to the latter we cry out, in the vigorous lan-

guage of the same apostle, ** Leaving, therefore, the

first principles of the gospel of Christ, let us go on to

perfection," &c. Thus, by a wise and judicious mix-

ture of the principles which may be termed moder^

ately Calvinistic, with the severity of our Arminian

doctrines, we should represent the religion of Christ,

not only with an amiable and engaging aspect, but in

her true and legitimate colours. We should invite
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and encourage the trembling penitent with greater

facility, to lay hold upon the precious promises of

salvation ; while the veteran believer may be zeal-

ously exhorted to a more diligent and faithful per-

severance in the paths of holiness, and a steadier

conformity to the mind which was in Christ.

Assuredly the rigorous jealousy of many Metho-

dists, against every thing bordering on the nature

of whrt is often invidiously called Calvinism, but

which in fact constitutes the true evangelical prin-

ciples of the gospel of Christ, requires to be temper-

ed at least with some degree of moderation. Many
ofMr Wesley's first principles were those, which ri-

gid Arminians now term Calvinistic*. Some of these

* In 1745, one of the queries proposed at conference was,

" Does not the truth of the gospel lie very near, both to Calvi-

nism and Antinomianism ? Answer, " Indeed it does, as it were

within a hair's breadth, so that it is altogether foolish and sinful,

because we do not quite agree with either the one or the other,

to run from them as far as we can." These were the principles

upon which Methodism proceeded, in perhaps its best and bright-

est days. An appearance of degeneracy in its professors, after-

wards induced the hazard of an attempt, which is here styled

" foolish and sinful," it v/as put in practice by the celebrated

Minutes of 1770, as the legitimate cure of the then prevailing

declension in religion. Then the principles of Methodism first

assumed that rigidly Arminian aspect, which has often covered

their face, as with a shield of brass, and (as they are sometimes

delineated from our pulpits,) has rendered them almost imper-

vious to the heavenly rays of mercy and grace ! Indeed, it is

cause of thankfulness, that the full sentiments of those Minutes

are embraced by few, and promulgated by still fewer of our

preachers. Their merits, however, will be inquired into, in the

Appendix to this work.

Part I. v
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it is to be feared, have been unhappily abandoned

as incompatible with Methodism, although consti-

tuting genuine branches of Christianity, They have

been sacrificed, perhaps, to a mistaken zeal for the

honour of the law of God, as though the privileges

of the gospel were at variance with the precepts of

the law ! Whereas, if we examine the inspired writ-

ings of the great apostle, we shall there find the

most exalted privileges of the gospel inseparably

united with that steady and faithful obedience,which

shews the all-comprising law of love to be written

in the true believer's heart ; while his soul is unit-

ed to his living head, by a continued act of unfeign-

ed faith *.

This unhappy prejudice is not confined to the pri-

vate walks of the society; it has crept into our pulpits,

where we sometimes hear a legal harangue upon du-

ties, and obedience to the law, as the medium of a sin-

ner's acceptance with God, with scarce a single al-

lusion to the sacred efficacy of the great atonement,

the powerful mediation of Christ, the interest which

every penitent sinner has a right to claim in his

blood and righteousness ; or the promised influence

of the spirit of holiness to convert his soul to God.

Indeed, happily for us, discourses of this kind are by

no means general, or even common among our well

informed and enlightened preachers, but they are

sufficiently prevalent to cause very serious appre-

hension and deep regret in the minds of many ju-

dicious and pious members of the society; and they

* Rom. viii. 1— 4-—1 Tim. i. v.

1
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are so injurious in their effects, that an almost total

stag-nation of the genuine work of God in the hearts

of the people, is the uniform consequence of their

introduction !*

The fact seems to be, that our principles want to

be revised ; to be more accurately defined, and more

steadily fixed. Sometimes we acknowledge we lean

too much towards Calvinism ; and then to avoid the

rocks of Antinomianism, we vibrate to the extreme

of Armmianism, or the borders of Pelagianism ; and

every thing bearing the resemblance of Calvinism

is now scouted with detestation, as bordering on

heresy. And in these altefnate vacillations, we drop

some of the precious jewels of the gospel, which our

intemperate zeal has identified with the dross of

heresy and corruption. Nor do we discover our loss,

until we see the noxious weeds of Pharisaism spring-

ing up in every corner of the Lord's vineyard. Happy
would it be, if, with the evangelical accuracy of St

* An instance of this recently occurred immediately under the

author's own inspection ; but he was not solitary in seeing and

deploring it. One of these most rigidly-legal preachers was

lately removed from the circuit where this is written. He is

reputed a man of talent, and his zeal for God is as unquestion-

able as that of the Jews, to which St Paul bears record, Rom.x.2.

Nay, his indefatigable exertions and excessive labours, both in

building and preaching, had nearly cost him his life. Yet strange

to tell, search has in vain been made for one single instance of

the conversion of a sinner to God, as the result of all this zeal

and labour ! But the wonder ceases when we learn thatthc sub-

stance of this man's preaching was almost uniformly establishing

the works of the law as the medium of a sinner's acceptance with

God. How then coul dhe be the instrument of leading sinners te
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Paul, we could always unite the steadfast fidelity

of St James ; or, in the memorable words of Mr
Fletcher, if we would give to each of the two gos-

pel axioms their proper stations, full scope and im-

portant action, in the great work of salvation : equal-

ly avoiding ofi the one hand the delusions of the An-

tinomian, and on the other the pride of the Pharisee.

Through this happy medium, the ark of the Lord

\vould safely float to the haven of eternal felicity.

In the subsequent parts of this work, we shall endea-

vour to trace out more minutely some of the evan-

gelical doctrines, which appear to have suffered by

our zeal against Calvinism.

Meantimewe acknowledge that the doctrines con-

tained in the various theological and experimental

writings ofMr Wesley, and corroborated by those of

Mr Fletcher, are usuallylooked up to as the standard

of Methodist principles, while the " Rules of Socie-

ty andMinutes ofConference," constitute the precep-

salvation by faith in the gospel of Christ? Totally impossible

!

Nay, under him the people lost much of their spiritual life,

their zeal, their love to God, and their aiFection for their preach-

ers. These facts can be proved by a hundred unprejudiced

witnesses. And they corroborate the observation a hundred

times made, that those preachers whose doctrines are the most

truly evangelical, are not only the most acceptable and best be-

loved, but by far the most profitable and successful ministers.

For they exemplify in their lives, the religion they enforce in the

pulpit. They both gain the affections of the people, and win souls

to Christ. While the stern preachers of the law lose the one and

. fail in the other. Neither God nor man thanks them for their

unwelcome legality !—Specimens of the doctrines here alluded

to -will be hereafter produced in their proper place.



PRESENT STATE OF METHODISM. 53

tive authority, with respect to discipline, by which

the body is governed. But as tliat discipline is, un-

happily in many instances, but slackly enforced, so

the doctrines found in those writings -are sometimes

but vaguely defined, and inadequately supported

among us. TvTuch and justly as we esteem and ve-

nerate the character and writings of Mr Wesley,

we pretend not to say they are models of perfec-

tion, or altogether free from the blemishes to which

human nature, and human compositions, are uni-

versally liable. Indeed, if we consider the long

period of Mr Wesley's life, the variety of scenes he

passed through, the persons and principles which

he occasionally had to oppose, and the extent and

depth of his religious labours, he must have been;

more than human, if some cases of discrepance had

not occurred in his voluminous writings*. But ia

all those cases, our judgment must be decided by a

comparison of the doubtful points, with those crite-

rions of orthodoxy which we find laid down in the

* For instances of this we may refer :— 1st. To his First and

Last Judgment on the Nature of Justifying Faith. 15y the first

of these, this faith is asserted to be " a sense ofthepardoning love

of God.'' By the second, it is said to have no connexion witli

that sense of pardon, {^Myless Chronology of the Methodists, 3d

edit. p. 24

—

5^.) 2d. His Concessions to Mr Whiteficld, whea

attempting a reconciliation pf sentiment ^Y'th that man of God,

compared with his Predestination Calmly Considered. In the

former, Mr Wesley (as the veqerable Richard Baxter did be-

fore him,) admits election without reprobation; by the latter he

is supposed to have proved it impossible to hold the one voithout

the other. 3d. His sermon on The almost, Christian, compared

with that entitled, The more Excellent Way. Many pious anil
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oracles of God, and confirmed by the general expe-

rience of his children. These are the rules by which

Mr Wesley's own judgmentwas uniformly governed,

and as we have access to the same divine sources of

truth, so, in all dubious cases, it is equally our privi-

lege and our duty to appeal " to the law and to the

testimony."

But the doctrines taught by these venerable men

of God, are scattered through a voluminous set of

writings, the whole of which can come into the hands

of but few persons. Added to which, it must be

observed, that the opinions of Mr Wesley himself do

not always command that respect even among many

of the preachers, which is generally supposed. The
writer of this, when urging the authority of the ve-

nerable founder of Methodism in support of a point

of doctrine, has frequently been told, that Mr Wes-

ley acknowledged " he had sometimes leaned too

much towards Calvinism ;" and this was made a suf-

ficient plea for rejecting his authority, when oppos-

sensible men, think these two sermons quite incompatible with

each other, the terms of salvation being differently laid down in

them. These discrepances in Mr Wesley's sentiments are not

stated with a view to detract any thing from his truly excellent

character, as a sound and orthodox divine, much less to depre-

ciate him in our esteem, as a pious and holy man. But they are

cited merely to shew, that we do not suppose him to have had

any pretensions to infallibility ; and consequently that his opi-

nions can be considered as a standard of Methodism, only so

ifar as they are found in perfect unison with the oracles of inspi-

ration. To his maturest judgment, when distinctly ascertain-

ed even on controverted points, we always wish to pay the highest

degree of respect ; but farther than this we cannot go.
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ed to the opinions of the contending party. Hence

we are warranted in drawing the conclusion, th#
however a preacher's mind may be awed into an ex-

ternal conformity to the most popular doctrines of

Methodism, every man among them, who is capable

of forming opinions of his own (and who that is not,

is fit to be a preacher ?) will infallibly use at least his

mental liberty of conscience in adopting, if he does

not publicly and unreservedly avow whatever doc-

trines are the most congenial to his views of the gos-

pel-plan of salvation.

It is true, indeed, that Mr Wesley, with a degree

of zeal and industry which reflects the highest ho»

nour upon his talents and his piety, has laboured ex-

ceedingly to ascertain and fix the true principles of

Methodism. The works which he has left us with

this intention are both numerous and well written *.

Some of these excellent productions are remarkable

for the deep,just, and comprehensive views they take

of the doctrines of Christianity. Others for the accu-

rate definition, and rich display of experimental reli-

gion with which they every where abound. While

* Among these may be enumerated :— 1. His Notes on the Old

and Neio Testaments. 2. His eight volumes of Senuons, 3. His

Appeals. 4. His Preservative against Unsettled Notions in Reli-

gion. 5. A tract, entitled 27/e Principles of a Methodist. 6.

Another, entitled The Character of a Methodist. 7. Predesti-

tMtion Calmly Considered. 8. His admirable work, entitled A
Plain Account of Christian Perfection. Besides various Minutes

of Conferences, and a number of other occasional essays, and

jiumerous abridgments of the wo^ks of former eminent divines.
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another class, with equal fidelity, delineates and en-

forces pure morality, combined with practical piety,

as essential to salvation. His polemical writings are

also remarkable for their general perspicuity of ar-

gument, their conclusive and satisfactory proofs, and

the noble design, which animates, while it dignifies

the subjects of debate. It is every where plain,

that while he studies with unabated ardour to main-

tain his position, the glory of God and the salvation

of men are the sole objects he has in view. In

short, the candour and impartiality which is the

professed characteristic of this work, support the in-

clinations of the author, while they induce him to

say, that if it had been possible for any mere man
to have erected, even upon the truth of revelation,

a perfect, and unexceptionable system of experi-

mental and practical divinity, Mr Wesley, in con-

junction with his fellow-labourers, would have done

it. But experience shews us we are not to expect

this, until the period arrives, wherein *' righteous-

ness shall cover the earth, as the waters the face of

the great deep."

Hence it is that, notwithstanding all that has

been written and said, with a design to ascertain

and determine the true principles of Methodism,

they are to this day, in many points of considerable

importance, undefined and consequently uncertain ;

many of the preachers themselves having views

widely different upon the same interesting and im-

portant subjects. If instances of this discordance in

the sentiments of the preachers, are subsequently
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adduced, it will be only with a view to the ultimate

proposal of a plan for obtaining a greater, if not a

more complete unanimity of sentiment among us.

"A consummation devoutly to be wished I"
*

* Hereafter we shall also have an opportunity of discussing upon

principles laid down by Mr Wesley, and the preachers assembled

in their first conference, the question, how far a preacher in the

Methodist connexion, is bound to submit his judgment upon

points ofspeculative and practical religion, to that of a majority

of his brethren ? This will be found to be a very material and

interesting point, as, on the one hand, we must guard our indi-

vidual liberty of conscience, and on the other, we must labour

to maintain our principles free from the corruption of error.



53 INQUIRY INTO THE

CHAP. III.

DOCTRINES OP METHODISM MORE FULLY DEVELOPED.—EXAMINA-

TION OF THEIR MERITS. ORIGINAL SIN.-r-lTS NATURE, EXTENT,

AND CONSEQUENCES. DIVERSITY OF OPINION RESPECTING THIS.

^THE DOCTRINE OF IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS INVESTIGATED.

—SHEWN TO BE A FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE OP CHRISTIANITY.

—FIRMLY HELD AND TAUGHT BY MR WESLEY. ITS LEGITIMATE

USE POINTED OUT, AND ABUSES GUARDED AGAINST.

We have already seen the leading principles of

Methodism traced out, and have found them conso-

nant to the fundamental doctrines of Christianity,

both as developed in the oracles of inspiration, and

as laid down in the authentic records of the Church

of England. But, notwithstanding this apparent

and happy coincidence in those essential truths, up-

on which our hopes of salvation are immediately

suspended, there are particular points of doctrine,

which, though in some degree of a speculative na-

ture, are nevertheless influential in their effects up-

on practice, and often form the criterion of christian

experience. In some of these the Methodists are

supposed to be singular in their views, as they are

sometimes accused of being eccentric and visionary

in their pretensions. But these accusations are evi-

dently the result either of ignorance or prejudice,

and have been repeatedly and fairly met, and effec-
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tually confuted by some very able writers in the

Methodist connexion *.

To enable us accurately to judge of the general

merit of these principles, it may be necessary to take

a more minute survey of them, that by comparing
them with the established criterions of orthodoxy,

we may not be the dupes of popular prejudice, but

be enabled to judge impartially for ourselves. And
here perhaps it may be requisite to state, that the

doctrines of Methodism, so far as they are establish-

ed and ascertained, are the same in England as in

Ireland, and the discipline of both are nearly alike f,

although in the important circumstances of adminis-

tering the sacraments of Baptism, and the supper

of the Lord, the English Methodists have outstrip-

ped their brethren of Ireland, and are now in all re-

spects, a complete, and legitimate church of God.

The doctrines avowed and maintained by this church

* See particularly Wesley s Appeals, Chech's and Fletcher's

Polemical Works, Benson s Apology for the Methodist People^

and Letters to Dr Tatham, by the same author, and several ex-

cellent essays in the Methodist Magazines.

f This union of doctrine and discipline, we find avowed in

the following extract, from the mutual addresses of the last En-

glish and Irish conferences to each other. The Irish conference

preceding in point of .time, says, <' The success of the work of

God amongst you, as well as the preservation of your religioui8r

privileges, are matters of real joy to us, inasmuch as we are one

body, joined together by one spirit, and heirs of one commoit

inheritance in glory, by our Lord Jesus Christ. This sentiment

the English conference echos back, and says, " We most cor-

dially wish not only to preserve, but to increase this spirit of

union. Union with our great living head, and all his members,
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as far as they are susceptible of accurate description,

and as they appear scattered through the volumi-

nous writings of their compilers, may be gathered

from the following sketch. The Methodists in ge-

neral believe in the existence of a triune God, whom
they worship under the denomination of the Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit. To this God, they ascribe

absolute perfection of holiness, wisdom, goodness,

power, and love. They believe that from the active

and communicative nature of his love and goodness,

emanated the design of creation, which was accom-

plished by his power : the divine object in this, being

the advancement of his own glory in the extension

of happiness to intelligent beings and moral agents.

They confess that the perfect prescience of God must

have rendered him fully aware of the future fall, and

consequent misery of many millions of his intelligent

«

constitutes, or implies the whole of religion. But our ties of

union with you, in and through our common and adorable Sa-

viour, are of the strongest nature, not only as we are ministers

of the same everlasting gospel, but as fellow-labourers in the

same department of our Lord's vineyard, as we agree not only

in the essential but unessential points of our holy religion, and

as we love and enforce the same excellent modes of discipline,

which our late venerable father in the gospel, was led of God to

establish among us. We are therefore determined to act con ^

jointly with you, in the strength of the Lord." This resolution

is immediately confirmed by the increase of the Irish members

of the legal conference, to eight, with a promise of a farther

increase to ten. The legal conference, by deed enrolled in

Chancery, consists of one hundred members, ninety of whom
are now to be English, and ten Irish. See Minnies of Confercnct

for 1813.
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offspring, but they do not conceive that this can de-

tract any thing from the consummate goodness of

the Deity, inasmuch as that fall was uncontrolled by

him, being the result of that free agency with which

his wisdom saw it fit to endow his rational offspring.

Nor can they ever reconcile to their notions of the

divine character, the dismal doctrine of that direful

predestination, which would filiate upon the God of

love, the designed destruction or torment of his in-

telligent creatures. But tliey admit, that God per-

mitted the transgression of our first parents, as the

most effectual, and generally beneficial method of

securing the honour of his own perfections, and the

ultimate happiness of the human race : inasmuch as

that transgression opened the way for that incom-

parable display, and illustrious exertion of all the

attributes of the Deity, which took place in the

devising and executing the great plan of redemp-

tion, by the death and resurrection of our Lord

Jesus Christ*.

The Methodists believe, that the second person

in the trinity of the Godhead, became incarnate, as-

sumed a human body and soul, and lived and died

for the redemption of the whole world. They believe

that his death was altogether vicarious, piacular,

* This sentiment will be found copiously exhibited, and to

most minds satisfactorily proved, in a sermon by INIr Wesley,

entitled, God's Love to Fallen Man . But, let it be observed, the

doctrines contained in that sermon are not universally receiv-

ed by the Methodists. The Author has been told, by a preach-

er of the gospel, in that connexion, that " he did not like a bone

in its body.''
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and expiatory ; fully adequate, and designed of God
to be the source of redemption and salvation to every

human being. They believe, however, in general,

that the fall of Adam produced a total depravity,

and moral corruption in his offspring*, and entailed

upon them the curse and liability of death, both cor-

poreal and spiritual, and eternal. But they think

that this depravity and corruption is, in a great

measure counteracted by the infusion of a portion

of grace into the human mind. And that every

child of man is initially redeemed from the future

consequences of Adam's transgression, by the univer-

sal extent of the redemption that is in Jesus Christ;

by virtue whereof all infants that die in that state

are unquestionably entitled to eternal life.

Respecting the salvation or damnation of adults,

they believe, that it is the sincere will of God that

"all men should come to the knowledge of the truth,

and be saved."—That, consequently, God hath com-

manded " all men every where to repent f, and be-

lieve the gospel," the glad tidings whereof, he com-

manded 1800 years ago, should be published to all

nations, and to every individual. That wherever

these terms of salvation are proposed, as those who
embrace and put them in practice shall be saved, so

those who reject them shall be damned t. They be-

lieve that it is the grace and influence of the spirit of

God which lead men to repentance, but do not drive

• See this doctrine fully discussed in a subsequent part of this

chapter.

X Acts, xvii. ^0. t Mark, xvi. 15—16.
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them to it ; and that neither of these act irresistibly,

unless it be in the powerful convictions of sin, which

usually precede conversion, and are the basis of re-

pentance. They generally esteemfaith in the Lord

Jesus Christ, to be the sole condition upon which a

man's acceptance with God is suspended; that this

faith is indeed the gift of God, but must be exer-

cised by man, and is then only effectual to salva-

tion when it works by love, and by uniting the

soul to the Lord Jesus Christ, becomes the medium
of restoration to the favour of God, and of the re-

covery of the divine image in the soul.

They believe, that " except a man be born again,

he cannot see the kingdom of God*." And in this

new birth they include repentance, faith in the Lord

Jesus Christ, forgiveness of sins, and dominion over

sin and Satan. As the fruit of these, they contend

for the indwelling spirit of God, testifying the adop-

tion and sonship of those who are actually thus be-

come the children of God, by faith in the son of

his love ; with the love of God shed abroad in their

hearts, by the inspiration of his holy spirit. And
they carry their ideas of holiness so far as to believe,

that all sin, root and branch, in desire and practice,

must be eradicated from the hearts of believers, as an

indispensable qualification for the enjoyment ofGod
in glory ; their souls becoming the temples of God
are filled with holiness ; every disposition and pas-

sion being sanctified, and the life uniformly devoted

to the glory of their great Redeemer.

* John iii. 3.
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Unconditional election and reprobation are equal-

ly banished from the Methodist's creed, as totally-

incompatible with the equity, truth, and goodness

of God, although, it must be confessed, Mr Wesley

once appeared to acknowledge the former *. Yet

they rest the justification of the believer, not upon

the merit of his faith, but " upon the blood and

righteousness of Christ," which, according to Mr
Wesley f, is imputed to every believer, for the ex-

press purpose of his justification, and as the merito-

rious cause of his salvation. They believe it is the

privilege of every believer to enjoy uninterrupted

peace with God, perfect love casting out fear, and

a constant, though perhaps not an equal flow of joy

unspeakable and full of glory, arising from his pre-

sent intercourse with God, his personal union with

Christ, and his fellowship with the holy spirit, as

well as from his well-grounded hope of immortal

glory.

They believe the scriptures of truth, to be not on-

ly an unerring rule ofjudgment, in matters of spe-

culative divinity, but also a standard of practice and

experience, up to which every christianof the present

day must come, if he indulges a well-founded hope

of salvation ; that they are not merely a description

of what religion was in the days of the apostles,

* His words are, '< I do not deny, though I cannot prove

it is so, that God hath unconditionally elected some persons to

eternal glory." Whitehead's Life of Wesley, Dub. edit. Vol.

II. p. 168.

t This is also controverted by many in the Methodist con-

nexion.
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but a criterion of what it must now be to support

that hope. And they believe that this salvation,

as it respects every soul of man, at least under the

gospel dispensation, is suspended upon, though not

meritoriously procured, by that individual's actual

perseverance in faith, hope, and love to the end of

his christian course. And that his reward in the

other world will be apportioned to the degree of

those graces which he enjoys and cultivates in the

present.

As to the means of obtaining the mercy of God,

regeneration, and final salvation,—they think those

are clearly pointed out in the written oracles of in-

spiration, viz. " Ask and it shall be given you

;

seek and ye shall find ; knock and it shall be opened

unto you *." Every blessing of the new and ever-

lasting covenant, flowing to us by virtue of the

inediation and death, the resurrection and all-pre-

valent intercession of the Son of God, who is exalt-

ed to the right hand of God, as a prince and a

saviour, to give repentance and remission of sins,

and to save to the uttermost all that come to God
by him.

In one word, the Methodists firmly believe, that

the righteous are graciously saved by faith, love,

and obedience; and the wicked justly damned by

unbelief and rebellion,—and that the divine attri-

butes are glorified in both. Heathens they leave

to God, assured that he will judge them according

to the principles of equity and mercy, and agree*
•(

* Luke, xi. 4.

Part I. b
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ably to the terms of salvation proposed to them
under their dark and imperfect dispensation *.

* Should it be objected, that the excellency here ascribed to

the Methodist doctrines is inconsistent with the deficiency or

inaccuracy subsequently attributed to them, and with the aber-

rations of some of its professors : it is replied, this is by no means
the case. In the present state of human knowledge, general and

extensive excellence in the deep science of theology must be ad-

mitted to be attainable, though we may be comparatively defec-

tive in the accuracy ofdefinition upon points purely experimental

or even slightly tinctured with unessential errors. Imperfections

of this description are at present inseparable from all human

compositions, our best theories on abstract divinity being in some

measure founded upon hypothesis. Partial defect, therefore,

cannot impeach the general truth and excellence of a system

of divinity, established upon the plain and essential truths of

the gospel. An instance of this occurs in the annals of Me-

thodism, which, while it illustrates the preceding observations,

furnishes a competent reply to the present objection. In IT^?,

Mr Wesley having detected an erroneous principle in his system

of doctrines, starts an objection against the abandonment of it,

saying, " But we have been exceedingly blessed in preaching

this doctrine." To this he replies, " We have been blessed in

preaching the great truths of the gospel, although we tacked to

them, in the simplicity of our hearts, a proposition which was

not true." (&eeMi/les's Chronology of the Methodists, 3d. edit.

p. S5. ) The same may be the case in the present day ; and with

respect to any imperfections or trivial errors which may have

crept into the Methodist doctrines, they are but limited and par-

tial in their operation, and require only to be detected and clear-

ly ascertained, in order to their final expulsion from among us.

For we trust it is truth alone that we seek, as the basis ofour re-

ligious establishment. At the shrine of this holy emanation of the

Deity we sacrifice all our prejudices, all our bigotry, and all our

errors ! Built upon truth, and cemented by faith and love, we

trust the cause of Methodism will yet survive the wreck of ages,

1
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This may be ventured upon as a pretty accurate

epitome of the principles of the Methodists; at least

of what they ought to be, according to the account

given of them in their own writings. The triumph

of these doctrines, and the of practice they inculcate,

over ignorance, bigotry, and sin, has been distinctly

marked by the conversion of tens of thousands, from

the error of their ways, and eminently illustrated

by the useful and happy lives, and glorious deaths,

of myriads of their willing votaries. Contemplating

therefore, these demonstrations of truth and piety,

we must naturally feel ourselves deeply interested in

the preservation of our doctrines, and our discipline

;

that by the purity of the one, and the efficacy of the

other, we may continue to adorn the gospel we pro-

fess to believe, and to bring forth the fruits of holi-

ness to the end of time.

And now if it should be asked, wherein do the

^Methodists differ from the members of the Esta-

blished Church ? It is replied : In no part of our

theology is there any material difference that we
are aware of. But the distinction lies here :

—

The Methodist, if true to his profession, practises

what he believes; but nine out of ten of the members

of the Church of England, who are not Methodists,

appear to think this quite unnecessary. They seem

to think, if they think at all upon the subject,

—

and, like the patriarch's ladder, continue to be the medium of

passage from earth to heaven, till the, visible heavens and the

-•orth shall be no more.
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that to have the true theory of religion printed in

their prayer-books, and to hear it occasionally read

from the desk, is quite sufficient to answer the pur-

poses of salvation. The sermon comes not into the

account, because it seldom ventures to touch upon

experimental religion. But the principles of Metho-

dism as above delineated, are precisely those of the

Church of England, and it is for an attempted con-

formity, in heart and life, to these evangelical doc-

trines, that the Methodists have been stigmatised as

enthusiasts, or branded as hypocrites. Whereas, the

man who rhymes over his liturgy, without pretend-

ing to feel, practice, or even to understand a tenth

part of what he hears, is supposed to be the true, sin-

cere, and upright christian ! The one " worships God
in spirit and in truth ;" the other " draws near to

God with his lips, while his heart is far from him.*

To which of these does the character of hypocrite

apply, and to whom does the title of a sincere and

upright christian belong ? Happily for the Metho-

dist God is his judge !

Here then we have at least a general view of the

doctrines of Methodism, and it is drawn from those

sources, which sufficiently testify its accuracy and

precision. But the principal design of this chapter,

is to investigate the grounds upon which some of

those doctrines rest: to state objections which have

been made to them, among the people who gene-

rally adopted them, and to endeavour to ascertain,

as far as we are capable of it, where the truth acr

tually lies. Should we even fail in this attempt.
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still our labour may not be lost, the example may
stimulate abler hands to interpose, and the long

sought truth at length may appear.

First then, with respect to the doctrine of Origin-

al Sin, implying the actual propagation of a nature

morally corrupt, and positively evil, comprehending

complete alienation from God, a prevailing bias

and propensity to sin, a direct enmity to the nature

of holiness, and an inward association with the pow-

ers of darkness, if not an actual participation in a

diabolical nature. This corrupt and deeply vitiated

nature, and this degrading association, are generally

supposed to be providentially imposed, (though in-

voluntarily submitted to,) upon every individual of

the human race, as the just and necessary conse-

quence of the original transgression of our first pa-

rents, being the essence of the spiritual curse inflict-

ed on them, and entailed on their posterity as part

of the punishment due to the primitive breach of

the divine law. And to the influence of this is

usually ascribed, the universal prevalence of moral

evil in the world. This doctrine, we shall find, is

not only admitted, but strenuously maintained by

the generality of the people called Methodists.

While, however, they contend for its existence

as a first principle, they admit that its influence

is considerably counteracted, by the infusion of a

portion of grace into the human soul, the faith-

ful cultivation of which, it is supposed, would ren-

der it an effectual antidote to the original poison

of sin, communicated from their great progenitor.

But, although this contagion is charged with the
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alienation of our souls from God, and the loss ot

our title to glory ; it is nevertheless recognised

as a fundamental cause of the death and sufferings

of the Son of God, from whence it is evident all our

hopes of salvation must now be derived. In this

point of view, it must be admitted, that original sin

has made some atonement, for the curse it has en-

tailed on the human race ; it has laid a foundation

for that redemption, which, in its ultimate accom-

plishment, exalts our nature to a degree ofperfection

and glory, which it would have in vain sought for,

in its original state of purity, and upon the merits

of its own personal righteousness alone.

But although this doctrine is generally received

in the Methodist connexion, yet it, is important to

know that this is not universally the case. There

are, both among preachers and people, those who
cannot reconcile the popular opinions respecting this

point, to their notions, either of the wisdom, the

goodness, the justice, or the truth of God. For, de-

nying the necessity of the continuance of a corrupt

nature, transmitted through the ordinary course

of generation, as a foundation of redemption, they

contend that this redemption should operate to the

extirpation of the principle of evil from our nature,

in its initial state; and thereby prove its claim to the

glorious title it sustains, and exhibit in infants the

full accomplishment of those important objects it is

intended to attain. And, under these impressions,

the opposers of the doctrine as above delineated say,

it is incompatible with the divine wisdom, to permit

the actual propagation of sin-; for, say they, if God
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really wills the salvation of all men, and if holiness be

essential to that salvation, can the propagation of a

nature positively and actually unholy in the ex-

treme, have any tendency to promote that glorious

end ? Certainly not. On the contrary, it would be

a radical and, in most cases, an effectual opponent to

the hopes of salvation.

Nor can they, secondly, reconcile it to the good-

ness of God ; for how, say they, can that comport

with infinite goodness, which entails so much and so

complete misery upon creatures acknowledged to be

personally innocent, as is implied in the forfeiture

of the divine favour, the privation of the divine

image, and the exposure to omnipotent vengeance ?

And they are equally at a loss, in the third place,

to reconcile this supposed fact with the justice of

God ; for, considering all mankind in their initial

state, as included in the covenant of grace, and con-

sequently as objects of the redemption that is in

Jesus Christ, they presume, that the salutary effects

of that redemption should instantly extend as far as

the deleterious consequences of Adam's transgres-

sion ; and, arresting the progress of that judgment

which virtually came upon all men to condemnation,

should operate to the purgation of the souls of in-

fants from the contamination of evil (if it really is

susceptible of propagation,) and which must have

been by them innocently imbibed. They think, that

^nder a covenant of redemption, all infants have a

just claimupon the well-known attributes of the Deity

for complete initial salvation : first, as a qualification

for eternal glory in those who die in a state of in fan-
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cy ; and, secondly, to enable those who are spared

to years of discretion, to stand upon something like

even ground against their numerous and powerful

enemies. For they suppose it scarcely reconcileable

to the justice and equity of the divine government,

to permit his intelligent and moral offspring, who

are placed in so responsible a situation of probation,

to enter upon the stage of their trial, overwhelmed

with a nature directly and essentially opposed to the

law and nature of God, with a command at the same

time imposed, upon the pain of eternal death, to

keep that law, and to love, honour, and obey that

God, who must, in such a case, be the object of their

extreme aversion. Nor do they suppose that the

infusion, in some unknown way, of a counteract-

ing principle of grace, partial and uncertain in its

effects, any adequate compensation for the destruc-

tive consequences which must result from the ac-

tual propagation of sin as an active principle in the

human soul.

And these persons find it equally difficult to recon-

cile the popular notions of infantile depravity, to the

truth of God. For say they, our blessed Lord hath

declared, that children while uncorrupted with ac-

quired evil, and innocent of actual transgression, are

the proper subjects and legitimate heirs of his eter-

nal kingdom*, a state and a privilege,which is scarce-

ly compatible with a nature totally alienated from

God, and at direct enmity with that law which is a

transcript of the divine mind. Nay, our blessed

* Luke xviii. 16—17.
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Saviour, has represented little children as patterns

of purity, as specimens of that simplicity, innocence,

and sincerity*, which are the distinguishing charac-

teristics of that inward kingdom of grace, which he

came to establish in the hearts of men, and the essen-

tial qualifications for the enjoyment of his kingdom

of glory. He scruples not to hold them up as mo-

dels, in the imitation of which alone, adults could

find their preparation for glory also to subsist. And
how, say they, can this be reconciled to the posses-

sion of a nature, malignant, deceitful, and in close al-

liance with the Prince of Darkness ?

Again ; it is said God is deeply concerned in the

maintenance, of his own essential glory ; this is

doubtless a primary object, in all the dispensations

both of grace and of providence. But his justice

being satisfied in the great atonement, can have no

quarrel with the personally innocent offspring of

Adam ; his goodness therefore would prompt him to

erect the display of his glory, not upon the misery,

but upon the happiness of his intelligent and moral

offspring, who are the objects of his redeeming love.

Now the happiness of these creatures must be great-

ly promoted by the impression of his own lovely

image upon their tender minds, while the most dire-

ful misery must be the result of the propagation of

the image of the devil; and which of these will have

the greatest tendency to advance the glory of their

Maker and Redeemer, we need not lose our time in

inquiring.

* Matthew xviii. 3.



f4i INQUIRY INTO TIIE

Taking up the question, therefore, in this point of

view, our inquiry must not be, whether all the oflf-

spring of Adam (being, as we know they are, fallen

in him, and thereby having lost their title to eternal

life,) do or do not require the interposition of a divine

redeemer to restore them to the favour and image of

God, and to reconstitute them heirs of eternal glory;

for it is most unquestionable that they do. But the

question seems now to be, does God withhold from

infants or impart to them the full benefit of that re-

demption ? If we assert that he withholds it, then

it is incumbent upon us to shew that this is, under

all the circumstances, consistent with the proper dis-

play of his glorious perfections. Would it not ap-

pear incongruous to impart a title to heaven, and

withhold the qualifications essentially necessary for

its enjoyment ? Particularly, when that withholding

would appear to eclipse the divine glory in the same

proportion, as it would diminish the felicity of the

creature, both the title and qualification being equal-

ly purchased by the redemption that is in Jesus

Christ.

Again : some have supposed that neither sin nor

holiness are susceptible of propagation*. That li^r

man nature and that alone, without any positive

and prevailing bias or propensity, either to sin or

holiness, is capable of being thus transmitted, but

* It will be readily perceived, that the entire reasoning upon

this interesting subject, proceeds upon the hypothesis of the pro-

pagation of the human soul in conjunction with the body. It

does not appear that the doctrine of original sin could sustain a

moment's discussion upon any other foundation than this.
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that the entire of man, including every physical

and intellectual power, es3ential to his nature, are

propagated. Now, all these are the work of God's

right hand ; they are, in fact, those things, which,

constituting the master-piece of the creation, were

originally pronounced of God to be very good

;

and it does not appear that they have undergone

any essential mutation since their creation, save

only in the subjection of the body to the influence

of pain and death ; as the effect of the introduction

of moral evil. Nor does it appear that any addition

is made to our mental faculties, in the great work of

regeneration. That work is carried on, and the king-

dom of righteousness, peace, and joy, is excited in,

and ingrafted upon the original powers of the mind

as we receive them from our progenitors. And hence

appears the truly noble structure of the human
mind : we see, we feel it is capable of receiving,

of loving, and of delighting in God, as the source of

our felicity, and the object of our supreme adora-

tion. Finally, these illustrious faculties are given

us for the express purpose of glorifying our creator,

and enjoying him for ever ; and as he himself hath

constructed them for, and consecrated them to this

most noble of all purposes, it is thereby demonstrat-

ed that they are capable of this dedication, who evi*

dence their alliance to the same faculties, which in

our first parents were originally devoted to the ho-

nour and glory of their creator.

From this view of human nature, as derived from

its original stock, it would appear that we are still

invested with a natural capacity, for loving, enjoy-
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ing, and glorifying God, under the benign influence

of his holy spirit, and vivifying grace ; while at the

same time, it must be confessed that we are liable

to prostitute the noblest faculties of the mind, to

the basest drudgery of sin. Our minds, in their

primary state, are perhaps, equally susceptible of

good and bad impressions, and their real charac-

ter appears to be derived, rather from the princir

pies they inhale, the qualities they imbibe, and the

habits they contract, than from the actual propaga-

tion of either sin or holiness as abstract qualities,

originally interwoven with our nature. Physically

good, in a considerable degree, we are certain, our

spiritual nature still remains ; but upon the present

hypothesis, the moral character of man is formed by

the dedication of bis mental faculties, and the affec-

tions of his soul to the practice of holiness, and the

enjoyment of God, on the one hand ; or to the sla-

very of sin and the service of Satan, on the other.

The principle productive of the first, emanating di-

rectly from the source of all good, leads the mind

back to the fountain of holiness and felicity ; but

that which induces the second, proceeding from the

father of lies, alienates the soul from God, and ab-

sorbs its faculties in the detestable lusts, and impi-

ous practices of iniquity. For true it is, that the

powers of the soul become enobled and exalted to

their highest perfection of glory, by a spiritual in-

tercourse with the Father and with the Son, through

the agency of the spirit of holiness ; and by a chaste

and zealous cultivation of his grace in the heart and

life; while, on the other hand, they are sunk into
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the lowest state of degradation by the pollution of

sin, and their consequent alienation from the source

of spiritual life and salvation. In the one case, we
are said to be " made partakers of the divine na-

ture,"* in the other, to be sunk into " the image of

the devil," who is expressly described as the source

of sin in our nature, by the son ofGod f. Still, how-

ever, upon this hypothesis, we see no trace of the ac-

tual propagation of either sin in the abstract, or of

personal holiness.

Admitting this view of the subject, sin would ap-

pear to owe its birth in each individual to a voluntary

perversion of the powers and affections of the soul,

from the pursuit of holiness and the service of God, to

the gratification of sensual desires, and unhallowed

pleasures, in direct opposition to the known laws of

God. And that this is not the necessary result of

a previous disposition to sin, interwoven with our

nature, (which might perhaps be pleaded as an apo-

logy for the commission of crime,) but rather owing

to the influence of temptation exerting itself in op-

position to a principle of grace and holiness, implant-

ed in our souls, in conjunction with that light which

is expressly said to *' enlighten every man that

Cometh into the world."

t

It is indeed highly probable, that as sin neither

adds to, nor diminishes any essential faculty of the

mind, so the soul receives no new powers in the

article of regeneration. St Paul indeed asserts^that

if any man be in Christ, there is in him a new

* 2 Peter, i. 5. t John, viii. 44. J John, i. <).
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creation*, " old things," saith he, "are passed away,

behold all things in me are become new !" But this

evidently refers to the great and important change,

which passes upon the soul in the new birth, where-

by the powers of the mind become renewed in the

image of God, and consecrated to his service; but

this change is evidently of a spiritual and moral, and

not of a physical nature. It appears then, that the

original faculties of the soul are the same in us that

they were in Adam, prior to his transgression. But

inasmuch as we all have sinned and come short of

the glory of God, the powers of our minds are debi-

litated, our understandings darkened, our judgments

warped, and our aftections alienated from God, even

as were those of our first parents subsequent to their

transgression. But upon the present hypothesis the

chief blame of this is thrown upon ourselves.

It must be confessed, that whatever reluctance we
may manifest towards embracing a sentiment upon

a point of doctrine, which may perhaps clash with

our earliest prepossessions,—yet there is something

amiable and engaging in the aspect of that doctrine,

which appears to rescue the divine attributes from

the opprobrious charge of permitting an actual pro-

pagation of so great an enemy, to God and man, as

sin is, under a covenant which includes the promise

of salvation from it, to those very persons who are

thus rendered its involuntary and innocent victims,

without possessing in themselves the power of deli-

verance. Nay, the subjects of that enemy are in

* 2 Cor. V. 17-
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their initial state, unquestionably heirs of salvation.

It is indeed difficult to reconcile this with our no-

tions of the purity, the goodness, and the wisdom
of God, and our ideas of redemption.

But notwithstanding- this, there are many in our

societies, who zealously contend for the propagation

of sin in human nature*, as having at least an indi-

rect tendency to secure to God the glory of our sal-

vation, through the redemption that is in Jesus

Christ ; that the whole of that salvation may thus

be derived from, and the honour thereof ascribed to

the sacred person and offices of him who hath loved

us, and hath given himself for us. But it does not

appear that the contrary opinion would in the slight-

est degree militate against this glorious and impor-

tant truth ; but on the contrary, it rather secures it

the more effectually, as it presumes the work of re-

* One of the passages of scripture supposed to support this

opinion, and perhaps the strongest to be found in the inspired

writingSj-occurs in Psalms, li. 5. where the royal penitent is found

bewailing his fallen state, and complaining, " That he was shapen

in iniquity, and in sin did his mother conceive him." This cer-

tainly demonstrates that David's mother was not an immaculate,

being, when she conceived him in her womb, and that all the

circumstances of his birth were unfavourable to the cultivation

of piety in his soul. But it may be questioned if even this text

proves the propagation of sin. If a skilful gardener can, by ixx*

grafting, render a crab-tree naturally productive of the richest

flavoured apples, cannot God if it pleaseth him, communicate a

positively holy nature, even through the medium of a contami-

nated stock ? The case ofJohn the Baptist, would seem to cor-

roborate this idea. He was filled with the holy spirit from his

mother's womb.
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demption to have its complete effect, both in aton-

ing- for, and eradicating- the principles of sin (if sus-

ceptible of propagation,) from the germ ofhuman na-

ture, and implanting therein the seeds of righte-

ousness and true holiness, thereby qualifying the

undoubted heirs of glory (for such are all infants,)

for the full enjoyment of that felicity prepared for

them in their father's kingdom.

But does not the extensive and almost universal

prevalence of moral evil itself demonstrate the pro-

pagation of sin ? So indeed it is generally supposed,

and it is chiefly on this ground that the argument

is supported in Mr Wesley's celebrated answer to

Doctor Taylor, upon the question of original sin.

But this is evidently fallacious ; for it is attempting

to prove the cause by the effect, which in this case

is at least an inconclusive mode of reasoning-, be-

cause it is evident this effect may have been produc-

ed by another cause. The conclusion here assumed

is, that because sin hath prevailed over all the pos-

terity ofAdam without exception, therefore sin must

be, if not a component part of human nature, at

least a quality closely attached to, and uniform-

ly transmitted with it. But if the prevalence of sin

over an individual or over a multitude, be admit-

ted as a proof of the original corruption of their

nature, then it is plain, that both our first parents

and the fallen angels must have been created with

corrupt natures ; for sin hath prevailed over them

equally as over the posterity of Adam.

In a question of this nature which involves the

dignity of the divine perfections in its solution, if a
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choice of causes be presented us, as the source of

an acknowledged evil, it is evident that we should

select that as the genuine, which has the greatest

tendency to relieve the divine attributes, from the

shadow of dpprobrium being cast upon them. And
this circumstance should not only determine our

.choice, but should also be admitted as a proof that

such choice has been correctly made.

Proceeding, then, in our investigation upon this

principle, we observe, that the ascription of the

universal prevalence of evil to the propagation of

sin, as an active principle in our nature, would

appear to impeach the equity of the divine go-

vernment, and to call in question the wisdom

and rectitude of the divine nature, inasmuch as

the subjects of that evil are the avowed objects

of their creator's favour and approbation ; neither

of which are compatible with a nature totally

alienated from God, and at direct enmity with his

law. Besides, it must be admitted, that it is both

physically and morally possible with God, in perfect

unison with the grand plan of redemption, and with

the harmony of his attributes ; and perhaps incum-

bentupon his truth and equity, in some way or other,

to relieve the posterity of Adam, from the curse of

a corrupt nature, if such could be entailed upon them

in natural generation. This is demonstrated by mat-

ter of fact, viz. in the case of _ new-born infaats,

who, dying in that state, are immediately translat-

ed into the kingdom of glory, for the enjoyment

of which a holy nature is indispensably necessary,

and with which they must tliereforc be invest-

Part I. F
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ed *. Hence, unless we are prepared to shew that

the propagation of sin, and its consequent increase,

has a direct tendency to advance the divine glory

and promote the happiness of its subjects,—we
shall find ourselves, obliged to admit the proba-

bility that God hath not permitted this dreadful

scourge of original sin, to disgrace his moral go-

vernment, and destroy his intelligent offspring, born

under a covenant of redemption ; and consequently

we must search for some other cause less dishonour-

able to the divine attributes, as the prolific source of

the moral evil, which prevails in the hearts and lives

of mankind.

It has already been observed, that the original

powers and passions of the human soul are the

workmanship of God, and are all susceptible of de-

* Perhaps there is not a point in the whole science of di-

vinity, that more completely baffles the speculations of its advo«

cates, than that which arises out of this circumstance. The
Arminian advocates for the propagation of sin, are compelled to

admit the title of all infants to eternal life : but then the deprav-

ed and corrupt nature they have assigned to those heirs of sal-

vation, unhappily disqualifies them for enjoying the society, and
uniting in the employment of that heaven to which they are to be

exalted. Ask them when, where, or how infants obtain the re*

generation, requisite for their admission into the presence of God,
and you will find them completely at a loss for a rational answer.

They will evade the question by referring it to the omnipotence

of God. But let it be expelled when and how it may ; or if ne-

ver expelled at all, still, sin they must have originally wrapped

up in the human soul. No doubt, this is done with the laudable

design of enhancing the value of redemption and proving the

necessity of its extent to every child of man. But if those ob»

1
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dication to his glory ; consequently, none of these

can be sinful in themselves, however they may be

perverted to sinful purposes. But if we examine

into the nature of sin, we shall find, that its essence

consists in the alienation of the mind and affections

from God, (the true source of holiness and happi-

ness,) and in their actual engagement in the pur-

suit and love of those objects, which are opposed to

the law and will of God. And the external breaches

of the divine commands, which are consequent upon

this state of mind, are the overt acts which demon-

strate the internal treason of the soul against the

moral governor of the universe.

This we find to be the most prevalent state of hu-

man nature, and its unhappy effects are augmented

by the adverse circumstances in which we are provi-

€Cts can be equally well attained by admitting a prior opera-

tipji, of similar effect, in retracing the divine image upon the

original stamina of the erabrio infant's mind, is it not a prefer-

able, because a simpler, and yet more effectual mode of solving

the diflSculty ? Or if that be denied, it may be demanded, what

harm would result from the separation of sin from the physical

essence of the soul ; and contending for the propagation of that

essence (as elsewhere noticed,) free from the contagion of sin.

If that freedom is ascribed to the sacred efficacy of redeeming

love (as it must infallibly be, ) could it cherish the hope of salva-

tion independent of that redemption ? Certainly not

!

Nor would there be any danger that this state of negative ho-

liness could supersede the merits of Christ, in demanding a

title to glory for its possessors,—any more than the innocence of

the dove, or the meekness of the lamb, could claim the same pri-

vilege for those emblematic animals. Human nature in its ho-

liest estate, can have no claim on the joys of heaven, but through

f ne redemption that is in Christ Jesus.
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dentially involved from the first moment of our en-

trance into this world of sin and sorrow, until our

final departure from it. The first sensations which
are excited in us, are the desires of sensual ob-

jects, and the attainment of these being requisite

to satisfy the first cravings of their respective ap-

petites, we are necessarily led to attach our origi-

nal ideas of happiness to the gratification of those

sensual desires, and hence the affections become in-

sensibly absorbed in terrestrial objects, and in the

same degree estranged from the desire and pursuit

of those objects, which are spiritual and divine. As
we advance in life, temptations and allurements are

spread on every side, ready to captivate the expand-

ing affections of the soul, to warp and deceive the

judgment, to alienate [our hearts from the true

sources of intellectual felicity, and to plunge us

into the abyss of vice and destruction.

Nor must we forget the insidious and malicipus

effbrts of the grand adversary of God and man,

who is so incessantly plotting our destruction, and

whose subtiiity and means of access to the human

mind, give him a decided advantage over the im-

becility and simplicity of the unsuspicious infant,

who thus becomes an easy prey to his infernal

machinations. And to these formidable sources

of seduction to sin, must be added the force of

example, and those defects and errors of educa-

tion, which powerfully combine to detach the mind

from God, and to place its earliest affections up-

on the transitory and pernicious objects of time

and sense. Thus are the noblest faculties of the
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soul, (though originally created in the image of God,)

and the desires and affections which the God of na-

ture hath implanted in us, as the means of support-

ing our existence, of propagating our species, and

of increasing our present and eternal felicity, un-

happily perverted into the sources of our misery, and

the means of our destruction.

Now, were we to admit for argument's sake,

that children are ushered into this world, with a

nature perfectly neutral as to any inclination to

either good or evil ; or even with a nature as deeply

impressed with the divine image as was that of our

first parents in their primeval state of holiness and

felicity ; let us ask, are not the numerous sources

of seduction, the formidable adversaries, the adverse

circumstances, and the subtle temptations to which

they are exposed, more than sufficient to subdue

the integrity of their imbecile and inexperienced

minds ? Our reason assures us, that without a mi-

culous interposition, this must inevitably take place.

But this argument will be illustrated and confirmed

by a striking example :

Behold our first parents! See them created in the

glorious image of their God and Father ; in the full

possession of their great and immortal powers, physi-

cal, intellectual and moral; placed at the head of the

creation, the most noble, the most dignified, of the

new-made works of God;—inexpressibly happy, and

blessed with a direct and uninterrupted communion

with the glorious author of their existence : in whose

complacency and love they rejoiced evermore, with

joy unspeakable and full of glory. In this consum-
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mate state of felicity, see them warned of approach-

ing danger ;—a danger which threatened the anni-

hilation of their happiness, and the destruction of

their persons. Wise and potent to resist the first

appearance of evil, with every possible inducement

to preserve their integrity, and nothing but a mo-

mentary sensual gratification, and an idle curiosity

to allure them to infidelity, to seduce them to dis-

obedience. See these holy and happy creatures, fall-

ing an easy prey to the first attempt of their adver-

sary, to seduce them from their allegiance to the

king of heaven ! And say, can we be at a loss to

account for the easy seduction of their infantile off-

spring, and their general contamination with evil,

without calling in the aid of propagated sin to ac-

count for the phenomenon ?

Here then we perceive a legitimate cause for the

prevalence of evil in the world ; and one which

completely exonerates the gracious providence of

God from the imputation of permitting the univeirsal

spread of corruption, by a natural course of gene-

ration over the habitable globe, viz. The ignorance,

imbecility, and exposure of the helpless offspring of

Adam; the culpable inattention of their proper

guardians ; and the strength, subtlety, and vigilance

of their seducers.

It must, however, be admitted, that a consider-

able portion of the curse denounced against Adam
falls upon his posterity ; but the principal part of

this comes in the shape of what is termed natural

evil. This includes the sufferings and death of the

body, with all the trials, inconveniences, and afflic-
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tions inseparable from this probationary state. These

are certainly penal in their nature, but they are

also salutary in their effects ; and, by the divine

blessing, they all "work together for good"* to

those who are th6 heirs of salvation. Yea, their

" light afflictions, which are but for a moment, work

out for them a far more exceeding and eternal

weight of glory."! These afflictions are sanctified

of God, and by his wisdom, power, and goodness,

consecrated to the very purpose of enhancing the

eternal felicity of his redeemed children. Yea,

death itself, though the consummation of all tem-

poral evils, and the king of terrors to the wicked,

acts a most friendly part towards the heirs of sal-

vation : for it not only relieves them from the bur-

thens of affliction and grief under which they groan

in this clay-tenement, but opens the way for that

glorious resurrection, which, at the reunion of soul

and body, will be the prelude to their final admis-

sion'to the mansions of eternal felicity : where, at

the right hand of their Redeemer, they shall en-

joy an uninterrupted fulness of celestial pleasures

through the countless ages of a happy eternity.

But it is certain that some degree of spiritual

evil also resulted to the posterity of Adam, in con-

sequence of his personal transgression. In this rank

we place the melancholy circumstance of our be-

ing brought into this world of trial, totally igno-

rant of our great benefactor and redeemer, " in

the knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life,"

* Rom. viii. 28. t 2 Cor iv. 17.
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the immediate and necessary consequence of which

ignorance, is our alienation from him, who alone

is able to satisfy the mtense desire we feel after

the enjoyment of happiness. A miracle of mercy,

combining with the extraordinary care of parents

over, their ofispring, m.ay, in some solitary instances,

prevent a total alienation from taking place ; but

in general the ignorance, the imbecility, and the heed-

lessness of infancy, leave the innocent offspring of

Adam, a prey to the designs of Satan, and the deceit-

ful allurements of sensual delights ; while the force

of bad examples, and injurious modes of education,

confirm the tender minds of our children in their se-

perationfrom the true source of peace and happiness.

Hence the destruction of millions of those wIk) were

originally partakers of the glorious privileges of re-

demption. Now, it would have been impossible for

God, who unites in his own divine nature the per-

fection of love and compassion, to have permitted in-

telligent creatures, moral agents, and responsible be-

ings, to have been introduced into such a world as

this, under circumstances so adverse to their spiri-

tual and eternal interests, unless they were at least

imputatively involved in the condemnation of their

original progenitors. So evident is it, that we are

the children of fallen parents.

Thus far we may with safety go, and the justice,

the equity, and the mercy of God will accompany us.

For the permission of these sources of misery pre-

supposes the voluntary subjection of the greater part

of mankind to the moral evils (testified by their ac-

tions,) to which those natural and spiritual calamities
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owed their origin. And as far as relates to those

whose infantile state renders them the innocent and

involuntary subjects of natural or spiritual evil,

the tender mercy of God hath provided an ample

remedy for these, in the redemption that is in Jesus

Christ ; and they dying before the actual contract of

personal guilt, or having in their advance to maturi-

ty contracted it, and obtaining mercy through our

Lord Jesus Christ, shall be amply remunerated, by

the beneficence of their omnipotent Redeemer in

eternity, for their light and momentary afflictions in

this vale of tears, and of the shadow of death.

But the propagation of a nature positively and to-

tally evil, bears quite another complexion ; and it be-

comes a matter of serious doubt, whether, under such

a deplorable circumstance, any human soul would be

susceptible of salvation, by the ordinary means ofcon-

version. For it has been asserted, that if there be not

found in every human breast, a principle of spiritual

life, ready to co-operate with the converting grace of

God, a soul divested of that principle, could not feel

either the inclination, or power to cultivate and im-

prove that grace ? The ground must be good, and

possess a quality congenial to the nature of the seed

sown therein, otherwise it will be in vain to sow

that seed, however excellent in itself; the birds of

the air will devour it, or it will be trodden under foot

and destroyed, or choked with thorns and noxious

weeds. There is then no hope of the salvation

of that man, in whom the grace of God finds no-

thing to co-operate with its own gracious design.

There is no medium of access to the affections, no

concurrence of the will, and consequently can be no
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conversion. But we have no reason to conclude^

that we are left in this hopeless state by the trans-

gression of our first parents, when we know, that

the second Adam died to restore us both to the

favour and image of our heavenly Father. He
has imparted a principle of spiritual life to every

soul of man, which is as it were the germ of his fu-

ture salvation. This principle, co-operating with the

showers of divine grace, poured into the heart under

the influence of the spirit of God, and fructified by

the vivifying beams of the sun of righteousness,

sprouts up as a well-planted vine, and bringing forth

the peaceable fruits of righteousness and true holi-

ness, terminates in the eternal felicity of its happy

subject.

Such are some of the sentiments, and the argu-

ments by which they are supported, relative to the

important doctrine of original sin, which exists among

both the members and teachers of the Methodist so-

cieties in Ireland*. Yet it is highly probable that a

considerable majority in the Methodist connexion,

entertain very different opinions ; believing, per-

haps, not only in the actual propagation of sin, as

an active principle in the human mind, but also in

the moral death of the soul in the sight of God, and

* Although these opinions are related in the author's own

words, he by no means gives them as his own sentiments ; or

pledges himself for their perfect orthodoxy. His object in detail-

ing them, as they have been, in substance, repeated to himself,

is merely to draw the attention of his brethren to them, with a

view to elicit from their wisdom the final determination and set*

tiement of these contested points of doctrine.
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in the consequent inability of every man in a state

of nature, though under the common influence of

grace, to take any steps towards his own emanci-

pation from the thraldom of sin. And in this sen-

timent, they think themselves supported, among

other passages of scripture, by St Paul, in his epistle

to the Ephesians, wherein he declares, that " God
had quickened them who were dead in trespasses

and sins*; and that they were hi/ nature children of

wrath even as others, but thJit God who is rich in

mercy, had quickened them, together with Christ,

even when they were dead in trespasses," &c. words,

which when taken in their literal meaning, would

seem to imply both the transmission of a corrupt

nature, and complete spiritual death of the soul, till

quickened by the mighty power of God, and ^the

energy of his holy spirit.

It remains, therefore, for the wise men, who, by

the providence of God, are placed in authority among

us, to investigate and decide on this, or whatever

other question relative to our doctrines, may be di-

versely understood in the connexion. Their decision,

although it cannot control the private opinions of in-

dividuals, may, and for the sake of unanimity, ought

to regulate the doctrines publicly taught in our so-

cieties. This question is of vital importance, and just-

ly claims a deep and serious discussion. The leading

features of it appear to hang on the following points :

1st. Can it comport with the well-known perfec-

tions of the divine nature, to permit the propaga-

* Chap. ii. 1—5.
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tion of sin, as an active principle in the human souly

which is confessed to be the object of redeeming

grace, and the object of divine favour ?

2d. Is there a physical and moral possibility of

this being prevented, in a lapsed nature, upon the

acknowledged principles of redemption ?

Sd. Are we at liberty to suppose the propaga-

tion of the physical essence of soul and body, in-

dependent of moral influence : and does scripture,

and what we know of4iatural philosophy, authorise

this?

4th. Or may we presume that the forfeited image

of God is actually, as well as virtually restored to

the redeemed posterity of Adam in the stamina of

their existence ? We know that the knowledge of

God is not susceptible of propagation, but could not

the germ of heavenly dispositions be infused into the

embrio mind, which in their ultimate expansion, di-

rected by the spirit of holiness, would lead the soul

up to their divine source, in holy acts of faith and

love? Would this be compatible with the divine

plan of redemption, as developed in the oracles of

truth ;—would it militate against, or co-operate

with the acknowledged principles of that redemp-

tion ?

5th Whether would such infusion, or the popular

notion of the propagation of a very contrary nature,

have the greatest tendency to advance the glory of

the Redeemer, in conjunction with the happiness of

the redeemed ?

6th. Or are we at liberty to conceive human na-

ture in a kind of neutral state, as at present deriv-
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ed ; having as it were a negative degree of holiness,

innocent with respect to Adam's transgression, re-

deemed from the spiritual curse denounced against

the actual perpetrators of that offence, and although

destitute of the divine image (as unsusceptible of

propagation,) yet having originally no directpropen-

sity to the commission of sin ?

7th. As, however, we all appear to admit that a

portion of the moral image of God, is still to be

discovered in most children ; at what period, and

by what means, may we suppose this to be commu-
nicated ?

8th. Is the propagation of a sinful nature abso-

lutely necessary to place each individual within the

covenant ofredemption ? All the posterity of Adam
liaving sinned, if at all, in their first parents, only

as it were, seminally and initially ; and the redemp-

tion from that transgression, and its consequences,

having succeeded immediately in the divine councils,

and operating prior to the birth of any of the pos-

terity of Adam ; upon what principle shall we main-

tain the expediency, justice, or equity of subjecting,

them to the curse of a corrupt nature ? Can this

subjection be requisite to give them a claim on re-

demptiouy when it is evident that redemption was

wrought out for them, long before their actual exis-

tence ; at which period also their title to its benefits

was clearly established ?

9th. Inasmuch as we acknowledge that no man
is now liable to be punished with eternal death

for the sin of Adam, is it just or equitable to sow
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the seeds of that eternal death in every human

heart ?

10th. Considering that neutral state of the human

mind, above alluded to (if admitted to exist,) to be

the result of redemption, and itsJirst efficient act, and

the superaddition of a portion of the divine image,

retraced on the embrio mind, as its second efficient

act ; would it, upon these principles, be justly con-

sidered heretical, to assert the gracious puriti/ of hu-

man nature, as propagated under the covenant of

redemption ?
,

11th, and lastly : We know that all the natural

evils of life, can, by the infinite wisdom and good-

ness of God, be rendered subservient to the advance-

ment of his glory, in the final increase of the felicity

of the objects of redemption : but can the same be

said of moral evil, and its dismal effects upon the

human mind ? Assuredly not ! Why then so stre-

nuously contend for its universal propagation ? Is

there not a sufficiency of this direful plague contract-

ed by each individual in the world, through the

agency of evil spirits *, and the general cultivation of

* John viii. 44.—Here the wicked Jews are expressly told

by Jesus, that the devil is theirjather. As this could not be li-

terally understood, it must imply the derivation of their evil na-

ture, and diabolical dispositions, from that infernal spirit ; and

as Christ himself has thus traced this evil to its legitimate source,

and on another occasion has vindicated the character of infants

from the charge of corruption, ( See Matthew xviii. 3. ) are we

justifiable in ascribing the production of evil to any other origin,

than our personal intercourse with Satan, strengthened however,

and confirmed by the force of habit and example ?
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sin among mankind, to render every man a fit object

for redemption, without having recourse to propaga-

tion also, as the more effectual method of spreading

the direful contagion ? We may ask :—Which of

the divine attributes does this glorify ?

In a rational investigation of these propositions,

and a fair, candid, and unprejudiced reply to them,

we may possibly at length arrive at some degree

of certainty in our judgment, and accuracy in our

definition of original sin. And here, for the pre-

sent, this question must rest*, while we proceed to

advance some observations upon the doctrine of

Imputed Righteousness.

Upon this interesting subject also, there is a con-

siderable diversity of opinion in the Methodist con-

nexion. The popular feeling appears to be rather

against it, while many pious and judicious persons,

both preachers and private members, follow the ve-

nerable founder of Methodism f, in adopting and

maintaining it as afundamental principle in the spiri-

tual fabric of Christianity, and as the only legitimate

foundation of a sinners acceptance with God, the

justification of a believer's person, and of his title to

eternal life. And it is pretty clear, notwithstanding

the tide of prejudice which runs throughout the ge-

neral system of Arminianism, against this most cora-

* A few additional observations on this subject, will be elicited

in the subsequent consideration of the doctrine of Regeneration.

t Mr Wesley's sentiments upon this important doctrine may
be found in his sermon on " The Lord our righteousness." Notai

on 2 Peter u 1. &c.
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fortable doctrine that the advocates of it have scrip-

ture, and the opinions of many able and judicious

divines in their favour. The opposition* which this

glorious doctrine experiences in the Methodist con-

nexion, although founded on neither scripture nor

reason, admits of some apology from the motives

which induce it. For these good people, who so

zealously enter their protest against both the name

and the thing, apprehend that the term imputed is

placed in direct opposition to implanted, and that

the whole doctrine of the imputation of righteous-

ness, is intended to supersede personal holiness, and

has a direct tendency to undermine and destroy the

genuine work of grace in the souls of men. But,

as these sentiments are founded in error, and in the

misconceptions of prejudice, a candid and impartial

investigation of the merits of this doctrine, of the

basis on which it rests, the authority by which it is

supported, and the uses to which it is ordained of

God, appear necessary to divest our minds of that

prejudice, and enable us duly to appreciate, and

thankfully to embrace, this most glorious privilege of

the sons of God.

The doctrine of the imputation of the personal

righteousness of Christ to a believer in him, rests

upon the sovereign wisdom and love of God, who

* This opposition may be partly owing to the general opinioa

that this is a Calvinistic doctrine. Probably John Calvin held

it as well as John Wesley. Calvin also held the efficacy of the

atonement, in procuring the reconciliation of true believers to

Qod. Must we reject this also as a Calvinistic sentiment ?
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hath ordained it as the only medium by which a sin-

ner ca,n find acceptance with him, or a true believer

stand justified in his presence. Its basis is laid upon

the vicarious character assumed by the Son of God,

when he undertook to become the mediator between

God and man, and to reconcile the world to himself.

Accordingly, it is supported by the truth of God,

and declared in the sacred oracles of inspiration ; it

is indicated by the expressions of redemption, atone-

ment, adoption, purchased possession, &c. and con-

firmed by the express declaration of the imputation

of righteousness, to believers in Christ for their final

justification.

The legitimate use of this doctrine is to commu-

nicate an indefeasible title to glory, honour, and

immortality to those who have no actual righteous-

ness of their own whereon to found a just claim (and

no other will thejustice of God acknowledge,) to this

distinguished felicity. The opposers of this holy

and divine doctrine, instead of vindicating their glo-

rious privileges, are doing their utmost to destroy

the only foundation upon which a legitimate hope

of their own salvation can rest 1 Happily for them,

and for the church of God, his wisdom and good-

ness have effectually guarded the interests of his

redeemed people from this attempt ; and completely

frustrated this feeble and unnatural blunder of aa

infatuated prejudice. He graciously continues to

accept us upon the imputed merits of his only be-

gotten Son.

Revelation, reason, and the ample testimony of

innumerable divines and commentators, combine

Part I. •
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with the experience of the children of God, to esta-

blish the doctrine of imputed righteousness ; but it

will l)e necessary to enter more minutely into the

arguments, and to adduce the authorities which sup-

port the assertions here made*.

This is that glorious plan of salvation, which

the wisdom of God devised, and his power and good-

ness carried into execution, for uniting his own
glory with the felicity of his redeemed children. It

will be evident to the most cursory observer, that the

basis of this plan is the vicarious system of substi-

tution and imputation. Jesus was the substituted

victim, who was accepted by the justice of God, as

the expiatory sacrifice for the sins of the whole

world ; which were imputed to him, which he bore

in his own body on the cross f, and which operating

to the condemnation of his innocent person, to the

ptinishment of death, enabled the justice and mercy

of* God, to unite in the forgiveness of our sins, and

in the imputation of his Son's personal righteousness

* Many other points of divinity maybe variously understood

and differently explained, with little injury to the fundamental

principles of the gospel, and without affecting the great fabric

of redemption ; but this important doctrine, being the foundation

of our hopes, must be clearly established, and distinctly under-

stood. From a conviction of this, and feeling himself so ably

supported, the author has ventured on a more decisive style of

argument here, than he chose to make use of on more dubious,

and less important topics. And although he pretends not to ab-

solute perfection in a logical display of his arguments, yet he

trusts their solidity will be accepted as some atonement for the

absence of some of the embellishments of composition.

t 1 Peter ii. 24.

1 .
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to every true believer, forhis justification unto eternal

life, and for his claim upon the reward of everlast-

ing felicity.

Before we enter upon our scriptural or collate-

ral proofs of this point of doctrine, it may be well

to observe how far it is supported even by reason

itself; for although the comparative imbecility of this

power, and itsjnadequacy to a full comprehension

of some of the mysteries of revelation, is readily ac-

knowledged; yet it is capable of corroborating by its

testimony many important points, in the doctrines

which proclaim to lost sinners the glad tidings of

a full, free, and perfect salvation, purchased for

them by the precious blood of Christ Jesus, and

imparted by his holy spirit to the souls of his

redeemed people.

And, first, it is evident that if a sinner be accept-

ed of God, pardoned, justified, entitled to eternal

life, and actually received into the joys of the bless-

ed heirs of glory, this great salvation must be ac-

complished upon such principles as will harmonise

with all the attributes of the Deity. For we are

not to suppose, that God will save any man through

his mere mercy, at the expence either of his truth

or justice.

Hence it follows, that every candidate for im-

mortal glory, if he wishes to give success to his

claim, must bring it forward furnished with every

requisite qualification for a legal, as well as an

evangelical title, to the reward of eternal life. And
here we must revert to the original covenant in-

to which God entered with man ; to the complete
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fulfilment of which, was attached the proimse of

eternal felicity*. Tor as God is unchangeable in

his nature, so he must continue to demand the ful-

filment of the orig'inal contract, as the indispensable

condition of his bestowingthepromisedreward. Now
a happy immortality was the reward suspended upon

the perfect obedience of our first parents, perfect

* It is acknowledged there is no specific and positive declara-

tion of the terras of this covenant, contained in a detailed form

in the holy scriptures. But the annexation of the penalty of

death to the breach ofthe divine command, taken in conjunction

with the immutability and goodness of God, is a sufficient indi-

cation of his gracious design, to impart both eternal life and eter-

nal happiness as the reward of the fidelity of his intelligent off-

spiing. "WTien God said *' In the day wherein thoubreakest nay

command thou shalt surely die," he said also in efiect, "If thoa

keep my commandment, thou shalt live for ever." But let it be

carefully observed, that in the utmost fidelity which man could

have exhibited in his love and obedience to God, he would have

done no more than his duty. And It is highly probable, that

the mere continuation of the felicity he then enjoyed, wouldj

upon the soundest principles of equity, have been a full compen*

sation, an adequate reward, for his faithful perseverance. ^Hence^

if the terms of that covenant were strictly legal, as they most

likely were, it does not appear that our first parents could ever

have had any just claim upon God for an increase of their fe-

licity, or an exaltation to a higher rank in the scale of intellec-

tual beings. We know not, therefore, upon what foundation the

coran^on bprnion rests, that the fidelity of our primitive ances-

tors would have been rewarded with their ultimate translation

to heaven, and the exchange of a material and vulnerable body,

for a spiritual and immortal vehicle. Is it not highly probable

that this glorious felicity which we know to be now the privi-

lege of the sons Of God, owes its first existence entirely to the

redemption that is in Jesus Christ ?
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obedience must therefore be somewhere found in

human nature, as the foundation of our claim up-

on the reward of eternal felicity, but not having
,

this in ourselves, it is evident we must look for it

in some eligible substitute, or otherwise for ever

forfeit all pretensions to the promised reward.

For the immutable God with whom we have to

do, will never abate a single iota of the perfect obe-

dience, which his righteous law demands as the con-

dition upon which the reward of eternal life is sus-

pended. But if this obedience be found in a state

of absolute perfection, in any one branch of human
nature ; and even in such a redundancy, as to atone

to the righteous God for all the breaches thereof

found in every other branch, then it is plain, that

in the imputation of the merits of that obedience,

the persons and characters of the transgressors^ may
meet with a legal justification. And this we find

to be precisely the case with the believer in Jesus.

God hath acknowledged Christ as the federal head

and representative of the whole human race, and

hath accepted his perfect obedience, as a compen-

sation to his offended justice, for the transgressions

of all mankind ; and imputing the merit of that obe-

dience to every believer, they thereby obtain a title,

legal in its nature, but evangelical in its operation,

to the inheritance of eternal glory.

But farther : the future reward of the redeemed

saints of God, is not limited to the mere possession

of eternal existence, although in a state of supreme

felicity. That reward is not only endless in its du-

ration, but it is also transcendent in its glory, infinite
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in its dignity, and God-like in its excellence*. Now,
this " far more exceeding and eternal weight of glo-

ry," is expressly designated by St Paul, as our pur-

chasedpossessions^, and if purchased, then an equiva-

lent value must have been paid for it. And what

must it have been? Holy, spiritual, and divine,

it could be no other than the most immaculate, per-

fect, and meritorious righteousness, wrought out in

a state of trial, by our surety. Let those, there-

fore, who reject the imputation of their redeemer's

righteousness, calculate the value of this inheritance;

let them estimate thereby their own personal righte-

ousness, and then let them say, where rests their

title, and upon what foundation will they erect their

claim to this vast and eternal weight of glory ?

Will they say, they rest their hopes upon the

mercy, the love, and the promises ofGod ? It is grant-

ed all these are pledged as the security of their inhe-

* " Father (saith the blessed Jesus,) I will that they als«

whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am ; that they

may behold my glory which thou hast given me : for thou lov-

edst me before the foundation of the world. And the glory

which thou gavest me, I have given them ; that they may he one even

as toe are one."—John, xvii. 22. 24.

St Paul saith, " But we all with open face, beholding as in a

glass, ^the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image,

from glory to glory, even as by the spirit of the Lord,"—2 Cor.

iii. 18.

St John adds, *< Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and

it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when
he sliall appear we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he

is."— 1 Ep. John iii. 2.

t Ephes. i. 14,
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ritance ! But, do these divine attributes flow spon-

taneously to us ; do they convey the blessings of

salvation through the merits of no mediator ; and

have we in ourselves a legitimate claim upon their

invaluable treasures, and the rich blessings they

bestow ? If so, we may indeed venture to reject

the imputed merits of our adorable Redeemer, as

beneath our notice ; but if those merits are the

foundation upon which the promises of salvation

rest, if the benign attributes of the Deity are render-

ed propitious by their infinite value, and if they

constitute the only medium through which salvation

finds its way to our hearts, then it concerns us deep-

ly to inquire how far we are safe in rejecting the

gracious proposals of our God, when he promises to

impute to us, as the source of our felicity, the infi-

nite merits of the son of his love.

Again : God, as the uncontrolled sovereign of the

universe, might, unquestionably, if it had pleased

him, have extended the riches of his grace, the ple-

nitude of his mercy, and the important blessings of

salvation to mankind, unconnected with terms or

conditions, and perhaps without any mediator.

But this is not the plan which his wisdom hath

chosen to adopt. He has now connected the glory

of his divine attributes with the salvation of man-

kind, through the person and offices of his well-

beloved son. And whatever he mij^ht have done

as the sovereign of the universe, yet, as its moral

governor, it became requisite, in vindication of his

righteous judgment, to govern the operation of

his mercy and love, by the exercise of his equity
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and justice. Hence we find the favours of heaven

are not indiscriminately poured out upon all man-

kind, but extended only to those who are qualified

and entitled to receive them, upon the terms which

the wisdom and goodness of God hath ordained as

the medium of their communication.

Upon these principles, it is evident that God, as

the righteous judge of the world, can admit no man
to the enjoyment of eternal life, but him who pos-

Sesseth such a title as both his justice and his truth

can sanction and confirm. And that title, as it res-

pects the posterity of Adam, must be at least a per-

fect obedience, and full conformity to the law*. And
we may rely upon it, that no human being ever will

inherit eternal life, but that person, who, either in

his own character or in an eligible and accepted

substitute, can shew such a title as is adequate to

sustain the scrutiny of the divine law. Just as soon

might a lamb or a dove, if susceptible of ratiocina-

tion, contend for the blessing of eternal felicity, upon

* Observe the terms of salvation laid down in Rom. ii. 5, 6,

7, 13. "In the righteous judgment of God, he will render to

every man according to his deeds. To them who, by a patient

continuance in well-doing, seek for glory, and honour, and im-

mortality; eternal life. Tribulation and anguish upon every

60ul of man that doeth evil: but glory, honour, and peace, to

every man that worketh good." Hence we perceive that the

SBoral law is not abrogated. For still, notwithstanding the fall

of Adam, if any man can be found who hath fulfilled its divine

precepts, he shall be justified thereby. Let him make good

his claim, and God will infallibly reward his fidelity with ever-

lasting life. And although the law is now superseded in its

office of justification, as it respects us individually, by the ope-
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the merits of their good dispositions, and harmless

lives, as a man could lay claim to salvation without

a well-founded and meritorious title. And such a

title, it is plain, can only be found in the merits of

a crucified Saviour, whose righteousness, therefore,

must be imputed to a believer, as the only possible

means of his inheriting eternal life, upon the prin-

ciples of equity and truth.

Why then, we may ask, are so many pious persons

fond of ascribing their salvation solely to the mercy

and love of God ? Chiefly because of their inatten-

tion to the plan of salvation, laid down in the scrip-

tures of truth. They feel that mercy and love are

the only attributes, with which they have any direct

intercourse, and hence they lose sight of the justice

which is satisfied in the person of their Redeemer

;

and of the truth and equity which now recognise

andconfirm upon that justice, their indefeasibleclaim

on the beneficence of their covenant God, for the

ration of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
; yet still the satisfactioa

of the penal demands of the law, and thefuljilment of its precepts,

are the firm foundations upon which we claim salvation through

our Lord Jesus Christ : and it is upon this ground, and upon this

elone, that faith in him is rendered efficacious for our salvation,

upon principles of equity and justice, as well as mercy and love.

Had Jesus not fulfilled the law in our stead, faith in him could

have given us no title to heaven, nor should wc have had the

privilege of exercising it. But now faith apprehends his right-

eous obedience, transfers the merits of that obi dience to our

souls, and thus gives us a fundamental and permanent claim, on

the justice, as well as mercy of God, for our salvation. But this

can only be done by the imputation of the personal righteouft-

uess of our Redeemer to us.
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reward of eternal life, due to personal obedience of

their Redeemer, and transferred to them in the act

of believing on him with the heart unto righteous-

ness.

But, though the redeemed children of God may
occasionally forget tlie terms on which their salva-

tion has been purchased, yet Jesus forgets not the

day when he trod the wine-press alone, and poured

out his soul as an offering for their sins ; when he

was numbered with the transgressors, and surrender-

ed his immaculate life, as the atoning sacrifice for the

iniquities of us all. Nor can he forget, that as his

sacrificial and expiatory death, atoned to the justice

of God for our aggravated transgressions ; so his

transcendently meritorious life purchased for every

true believer a clear and indubitable title to glory,

honour, and immortality *.

We know that the boundless mercy and unmerit-

ed love of God laid the first foundation of our re-

demption ; these were the primary causes of its

ultimate accomplishment. But it is plain, that the

* We are justified in taking this comprehensive view of the

mediation of Christ. Like a majestic stream, it divides its wa-

ters into two distinct branches, wherewith it embraces, as it were,

both sides of our fallen nature. One the one hand, it washes

away in its piacular efficacy, the stains of our guilt ; and on the

other, by its healing virtues, it renovates our nature, purifies our

hearts, and fructifies our redeemed souls witli its enlivening

graces. And finally uniting its redeeming and regenerating

powers, in one grand stream of salvation, bears our happy souls

on its triumphant bosom, to the inheritance prepared for them

from the foundation of the world, and purchased by his own

most precious blood.
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only proper objects of mercy are guilt and misery.

From the first of these we are are delivered in the

day when God speaks peace to our souls, through

the blood of the everlasting covenant. And from

the second, when the power of sin is broken, when our

hearts are regenerated, and our captive souls eman-

cipated from the bondage of sin, into the glorious li-

berty of the children of God. In this happy reno-

vation of our nature, we obtain a joyful liberation

from both guilt and misery. This is, indeed, a ne-

cessary prelude to our eternal redemption, a quali-

fication indispensably requisite to the enjoyment of

the kingdom of God. But yet it is clear our title to

that glorious inheritance cannot be found in either

of these invaluable blessings.

The pardon of my sins absolves me from guilt,

and rescues me from punishment ; but it is evident

that mere pardon can do nothing more. And the

renovation of my nature, be it ever so perfect, is a

blessing which I derive from the grace of God,

through faith in his Son ; consequently it forms no

meritorious ground, on which my claim to eternal

life can repose. If, therefore, neither the pardon

of my sin, nor the sanctification of my nature will

give me a title to glory, it is plain I can have no

prospect of finding that title in myself, unless it

be in my good works subsequent to justification.

But these are so defective, that they cannot them-

selves find acceptance with God, until sprinkled with

the atoning blood of Christ. It is therefore evident

that my title cannot be derived from this source : it

remains, then, that I must look for it elsewhere

;
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and I find it established by divine authority, in the

blood and righteousness of my all-sufficient and com-

plete Redeemer : the merits of which are imputed

to me, the moment I believe in him with my heart

unto righteousness.

' Here then I rest my humble claim : and were I as

guilty, as miserable, and as polluted as the dying

thief, whom Jesus bore from Calvary to Paradise,

here I would still rest my humble claim ; and be it

-known to the whole world, that this man's title to

eternal felicity, is as secure, as firm, and as amply

supported, by the truth, the justice, and the love of

God, as are those of Enoch, Elijah, Daniel, or Paul

:

Equally recognised, equally defended by the attri-

butes of the Deity : because each rests upon the same

immutable basis, the imputation of the righteous-

ness of Christ, as the source of their justification

and appointment unto eternal life*. And the title of

that poor, redeemed, dying criminal, to the celestial

* The doctrine here inculcated, must not be supposed to mi-

litate against the well-proportioned rewards, promised to the

faithful and laborious servants of God. No,—we well know

that " As one star differeth from another star in glory, so also is

the resurrection of the dead." The exalted characters above-*

mentioned, will shine as stars of the first magnitude, in the king-

dom of glory for ever and ever. But the dying penitent thief,

being washed from his sins in the blood of the lamb, enjoys a fe-

licity as permanent, and a salvation as secure, as that of the

holiest saint that ever trod the path of piety, to the realms of

eternal felicity ; his title being, like theirs, founded upon the

imputed merits of his divine Redeemer ; for assuredly he had none

of his oion. But without adequate merit their is no salvation, to

le obtainedfrom a God of truth andjustice.
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joys of eternity, stands unimpeached by the iniquity

and injustice of a life, spent almost to its latest

breath, in the service of sin, and the drudgery of Sa-

tan. Was it to establish the glorious doctrine of

the imputation of his Son's righteousness to true be-

lievers, beyond the possibility of a cavil, that God

hath condescended to exemplify and illustrate it by

an instance, which, while it flashes conviction to our

hearts, almost confounds our understandings with

its stupendous mercy ? It proclaims in language

not to be mistaken, the truth of the doctrine for

which we contend, as for the faith once delivered to

the saints.

Upon this foundation the title of the meanest saint

upon earth, to his eternal inheritance, cannot be im-

peached without manifest injustice, done not only

to its possessor, but also to its glorious author. And
hence the God ofjustice, who vindicates the rights

of his Son*, and defends the claims of his redeemed

peoplef , is the legitimate guardian of their salva-

tion. United to Christ as their living head, they,

' ds his living members, become personally interest-,

ed in all that he has done and suffered ; which, in

the estimation ofGod, is placed to the credit of their

account, as if personally performed by themselves.

Nay farther : so close and intimate is the blessed

union which subsists between our adorable Redeem-^

er and his spiritual members, and so inseparable their

community of interests, that, in the emphatic lan-

guage of St Paul, they are almost identified as one

* Hebrews, i. 13. f Horn. viii. 31. 34.
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person. For he saith*, " He that is joined to the

Lord is one spirit ;" and again, " Now are ye the

body of Christ, and members in particular ;" and

again, " For we are members of his body, of his

flesh, and his bones." Illustrating this ineffable

union, by comparing it with the marriage-contract,

which yet is but a feeble emblem of its transcend-

ent glory. From all which it is evident, that, as the

members of the body are interested in the benefit

arising from the wisdom of the head and the affec-

tions of the heart, and the wife entitled to parti-

cipate in the wealth and prosperity of her husband,

so also are the members of Christ's mystical body, his

bride and spouse, personally interested in his meri-

torious life, as well as his atoning death ; but this

can only be by the imputation of those merits to

their persons and characters.

Finding then, that even our reason teaches us,

upon the soundest principles of human wisdom, to

admit the doctrine of imputed righteousness, as ne-

cessary to render us acceptable to a God of infinite

purity and holiness ; let us now proceed to inves-

tigate some of the scriptural and collateral proofs

which support and vindicate this glorious privilege

of the children of God. For as the doctrine of the

imputation of the personal righteousness of Christ to

believers, is fundamentally important ; it demands

our most serious investigation, our most diligent re-

search, our impartial and unequivocal decision.

The questions connected with it are,—First, Is it

true ? Secondly,. " If true, what is its proper and le-

* See 1 Cor. vi. 17.^xi. 12, 27.—Ephes. v. 30.
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'gitimate use ? Thirdly, What are the abuses to

wliich it is liable, and how are these to be guarded

against ? After a brief reply to these questions,

upon scriptural and derived authority, we may an-

swer some objections, and glance at a few of the

inevitable and dangerous consequences which must

result from the rejection of this fundamental doc-

trine.

That the doctrine is true appears not only from

what has already been adv^anced, but also from the

vicarious character assumed by our blessed Redeem-

er, as exliibited and confirmed by the following and

similar passages of scripture. In Jeremiah, xxiii. 6.

Christ is expressly s'.yl jd, " The Lord our righteous-

ness ;" words, the natural import of which is, that

those who are united to Jesus by faith, are person-

ally represented by him, and interested in the me-

rits of his righteousness, which becomes theirs by im-

putation. And again, in 1 Corinthians, i. 30. he is

declared to be " made unto us of God, wisdom,

righteousness, sanctification, and redemption ;" all

these being imputed to believers, in the glorious per-

fection in which they are found in their living head,

and imparted to them in the degrees suited to the li-

mitation of their capacities in receiving them. These

are the things which alone can sanction, nay de-

mand, upon their adequate merit, the justification of

a character before God ; but to do this, they must

be found in absolute perfection. In angels, and in

our first parents prior to the fall, they were found

perfect, agreeable to the station they filled in the

scale of intelligent and responsible beings ; and, ac-
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Gordingly, their justification rested upon their own
personal righteousness.—But in fallen man this is

totally impossible ; therefore, his justification must

rest upon the interest he has in the character and

virtues of his great federal head and representative,

imputed to him by a righteous God.

Again, St Paul in his epistles to the Romans,

(chap. iv. 11.24.) positively and expressly asserts the

imputation of righteousness to believers in Christ,

without the deeds of the law : and in chap. iii. 22.

he maintains that " the righteousness of God," viz.

God our Saviour, Christ Jesus, "is unto all (the word

imputed being understood in the ellipsis,) as well as

" upon all them that believe." And again, in 2 Cor.

V. 21. '* For God hath made him (Christ,) who knew

no sin, to be sin for us, that we might be made the

righteousness of God in him." Here the doctrine

of the imputation of the sins of men to the person

of Christ, and the imputation of his righteousness

to them, is established by the strongest and most

decisive words which could be selected for the pur-

pose. Christ being made sin for us, evidently im-

plies his bearing our sins in his own body on the

cross, receiving the penalty, and suffering the death

due to our crimes, the guilt of them being imputed

to him, though personally innocent of them. So, in

like manner, our being made the righteousness of

God in him, implies our personal union with him,

our interest in the merit of his righteousness, our

title to the inheritance of the reward due to his obe-

dience, to his active and passive righteousness, as

well as our redemption from the curse of a broken
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law, by his vicarious suft'erings and death. So are

the merits of that righteousness which we never per-

formed, imputed to us, and the blessings consequent

upon it descend in rich abundance upon our hearts,

while the curse of our disobedience and unrighteous-

ness, is transferred by the same righteous judge, to

the innocent victim who died in our stead. Again,

(Rom. v. 18. 19.) " Therefore, as by the offence of

one, judgment came upon all men to condemna-

tion, even so by the righteousness of one, the free

gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For

as by one man's disobedience many were made sin-

ners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made

righteous ;" that is, first esteemed so by imputation,

and then constituted such by grace and holiness.

Here, then, once for all, the doctrine is as clearly

defined, and as positively declared, as it is possible for

language to do. From these passages of scripture

the truth of the doctrine appears to be sufficiently es-

tablished ; it is therefore unnecessary to cite any

more at present. But if the sacred records of in-

spiration are carefully searched, this doctrine will

be found to have formed the basis of the Mosaical

institutions, by the sacrifices, rites, and ceremonies

of which it was evidently pointed out, and eminently

illustrated ; while the prophets continually allude

to it in their inspired predictions, and David fre-

quently celebrates it in the Psalms. And finally, it

is established by the apostles, and confirmed by the

experience of the children of God, in all ages and in

every country.

Part I. h
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But the doctrine of the imputation of the right-

eousness of Jesus Christ to believers for their jus-

tification, is also a fundamental principle of the

Church of England. This clearly appears by the fol-

lowing extracts from her Articles and Homilies : ^
*' We are accounted righteous before God, only for

** the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by
" faith, and not for our own works or deservings.

" Wherefore, that we are justified by faith only, is

*' a most wholesome doctrine, and very full of com-
" fort, as more largely is expressed in the Homily of

" Justification."—(Article xi.)

" So that the grace of God doth not shut out the >

"justice or righteousness of God in our justification,

" but only shutteth out the righteousness of man,
" as to deserving our justification."

" And therefore St Paul declareth nothing on the

" behalf of man, concerning his justification, but

" only a true faith."

" And yet that faith doth not shut out repenatnce,

" hope, love, to be joined with faith (that is after-

" wards ; see below,) in every man that is justified ;

" neither doth faith shut out the righteousness of

" our good works, necessarily to be done afterwards.

" But it excludeth them so, that we may not do them
" to this intent, to be made just (or to be justified,)

" by doing them."

" That we are justified hy faith alone is spoken,

" to take away clearly all merit of our works, and
" wholly to ascribe the merit and deserving of our

*' justification unto Christ alone."

" The true meaning of this saying, " We be jus-
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" tified by faith only," is this, We be justified by tlie

merits of Christ only, and not of our own works."

'* I can shew a man, that by faith without works,

*' lived and came to heaven. But without faith ne-

** ver man had life. The thief on the cross only

" believed, and the most merciful God justified him.

" Truth it is, if he had lived and not regarded faith

" and the works thereof, he should have lost his sal-

" vation again. But this I say, faith by itself saved

" him. But works by themselves never justified

" any man."—(See Homilies on Salvation and Jus-

tification.)

But it is also admitted, proved, and illustrated,

by the late Rev. John Wesley, in many parts of his

voluminous writings, but perhaps in none more ex-

plicitly than in his sermon upon Jeremiah, xxiii. 6*,

" This is his name whereby he shall be called, the

Lord our Righteousness." This sermon was writ-

ten expressly on the subject under discussion, and

in it the venerable author vindicates himself from

the false accusation of having renounced the doctrine

it contains. Herein he repeats and confirms what

he had before both taught and wrote, viz. " If we
take the phrase of imputing Christ's righteousness,

for the bestowing (as it were,) the righteousness of

Christ, including his obedience, as well passive as

active, in the return of it ; that is, in the privileges,

blessings, and benefits, purchased by it; so a believer

may be said to be justified by the righteousness of

Christ imputed to him."

* Sixth edition of Sermons, Vol. iv. p. 186. &c.
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And again, after enumerating several expres-

sions relative to our redemption, he says, " All these

import the same thing, namely, that the righteous-

ness of Christ, both his active and passive right-

eousness, is the meritorious cause of our justifi-

cation, arid has procured for. us, at God's hand,

that upon our believing, we should be accounted

righteous by him." And again, " I always did, and

do still continually affirm, that the righteousness of

Christ is imputed to every believer."* Let it be

observed, that it is the human righteousness of Christ,

for the imputation of which Mr Wesley so strenu-

ously contends in this sermon, " as the whole and

sole meritorious cause ofa sinner'sjustification before

God ;'" and he ranks all unbelievers of this doctrine

among infidels, Socinians, and Arians. He did not

then appear to anticipate the denial of it by some

preachers of his own connexion, in a few years

after his death ; and that the bare mention of it

would be sufficient to impeach a man's orthodoxy,

and obtain for him the name of Calvinist, or An-
tinomian, from many of his Methodist brethren

!

*—Yet " this is the fact ; and the consequence is,

that this most glorious and fundamental doctrine

is nearly banished from our pulpits, to make way
for the fashionable self-righteousness of rigid Ar-

minianism.

But, secondly, this doctrine being thus amply

proved to be true, let us now inquire what is its

proper and legitimate use ? Among the first and

* Sixth edition of Sermons, Vol. iv. p. 126.--129. Sect. K
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principal branches of this we place our reconcilia-

tion to God *, and our restoration to the divine fa-

vour, for we are accepted in the beloved Son of God,

through the redemption that is in him f, for " God
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself,"

not imputing their trespasses into them, but unto

Christ; and imputing to them the merits of his Son,

who thereby becomes the propitiation for sin, the

foundation of the sinner's hope, and the source of

his peace with God ; all which are founded upon the

imputation of his active and passive righteousness

to them. But thirdly, it is the essential and funda-

mental source, and only procuring cause, of the jus-

tification of the persons and characters of true be-

lievers, whereby they not only become eligible, but

entitled upon the principles of -justice and truth, as

well as those of mercy and love, to the happiness of

the saints upon earth, and to the glorious joys of the

redeemed in heaven, to both of which the pardon of

sin is only a prelude t.

* It is hoped none will here object, and say, that it is our re-

pentance which reconciles us to God. Repentance is without

doubt necessary to salvation. But true repentance is the work

of the spirit of God in the heart, (2 Tim. ii. 25.) and is the pur-

chase of the blood and righteousness of Christ ; without which

as a christian grace, it could have had no existence. The repent-

ance of Judas availed him not, for it was the repentance of de-

spair !

t See Mr Wesley's Sermons already cited, p. 122.

XThe judicious Baxter, in his Aphorisms on Justification, hath

observed, (Prop. 15.) " Our legal righteousness- of the first co-

venant is not personal, or consistech not in any sanctification



218 INQUIRY INTO THE

Let US ag^ain attend to Mr Wesley ; upon this im-

portant point it does not appear that he ever ra-;

dically chang-ed his opinions. " But when (Saith

" he) is it imputed?* When they believe. In that

" very hour, the righteousness of Christ is theirs. It

" is imputed to every one that believes, as soon as

'* he believes ; faith and the righteousness of Christ

" are inseparable. For if he believes according to

" scripture, he believes in the righteousness of

'" Christ. There is no true faith, that is justifying'

" faith, which hath not the righteousness of Christ

" for its object." Here then the absolute necessity

of the imputation of the righteousness of Christ,

and faith in that imputation, are completely es-

tablished as the only possible source of justification.

Is it right then for Methodist preachers to banish

this doctrine from their pulpits ? But again, " This

" is not only the means of our obtaining the favour

" of God, but of continuing therein. It is thus we
" come to God at first, it is by the same we come
" unto him ever after. We walk in the same
" new and living way, till our spirit returns to

God ."

Yea, though a believer niay be full of faith, and

of all holiness, and abundant in good works, still

Mr Wesley will not admit any or all of these, to

have any share in meriting the divine favour to our

of our own persons, or actions performed by us (for we never

fulfilled nor personally satisfied the law,) but it is wholly with-

out us in Christ."

t Same Sermon, p. 121'.



PRESENT STATE OF METHODISM. 119

souls. Speaking of these he says :
* " I take par-

ticular care to put each of these in its proper place.

The righteousness of Christ is the whole and sole

foundation of all our hope. By faith we build

upon this foundation.—God gives this faith. We
believe, we love, we endeavour to walk in all the

commandments of the Lord Jesus Christ, blameless.

Yet,

"While thus we bestow.

Our moments below,

Ourselves we forsake,

And refuge in Jesus's righteousness take."

His passion alone

The foundation we own.

And pardon we claim,

And eternal redemption in Jesus's name."

Exactly to the same effect are the following lines

of the same poet,

" We all are forgiven for Jesus's sake

;

Our title to heaven his merits we take."

And again,

—

" Thy righteousness wearing, and cleansed by thy blood.

Bold shall they appear in the presence of God."

And lastly,

" Jesu, thy blood and righteousness,

My beauty are, my glorious dress ;

Midst flaming worlds in these array'd

With joy shall I lift up my head."

* Same Sermon, p. 128.
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The whole hymn expresses the same sentiment^

from the beginning to the end.

If this, therefore, be the legitimate title of a be-

liever to glory, it is impossible to seek for another,

without abandoning this. And this we do, the mo-

ment we deny the imputation of those merits to our-

selves ; we then virtually abandon our interest in

the righteousness of Christ, and build our hopes

upon our own righteousness alone. It is plain, there-

fore, from the testimony of scripture, from the au-

thority of our own church, from the avowed sen-

timents of Mr Wesley, and from the concurrent

suffrages of thousands of the most pious ministers,

and most enlightened commentators, who have

adorned and illuminated the christian churches in

all ages, that the proper and legitimate use of the

imputation of the righteousness of Christ to believ-

ers, is not only to lay it as the foundation of their

present acceptance with God, but also as their sole

title to celestial glory. The faith and love which

this holy doctrine inspires, increase the capacity of

the soul for enjoying a more exceeding and eter-

nal weight of that glory; and hence we perceive

the true source of the increased reward, of the most

eminently faithful and holy saints : for God will

limit the eternal felicity of his children, only by

their capacities of enjoyment.

Let this important truth sink deep into our hearts,

and it will prove an antidote against the popish no-

tion to which, it is to be feared, we are rapidly verg-

ing, " that the reward of the righteous will be the

result of the intrinsic merit of their works." The
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fact is, their works can have tto intrinsic merits ade-

quate to the demands of the law of God, nor can this

tenet be maintained upon any other principle but

that of works of supererogation. All the genuine

merit which can be ascribed to either the personis

or the works of believers, is derived from their union

with their living head, and from the imputation of

his persona] righteousness alone*. This is the true

evangelical doctrine of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

But, thirdly, let us inquire what are the abuses to

which this doctrine is liable, and how are they to be

avoided? This holy, evangelical, and sublime doctrine

containing, as we have seen, the very essence and

marrow of the gospel, is liable to be abused, as the

* It is however admitted, that there will he a distinction in the

degrees of glory and felicity of the redeemed ; which is evident

from 1. Cor. xv. 41. 42. and other passages. But this distinc-

tion is not founded upon any abstract merit in the different

works of believers ; for no woijcs are acceptable with God, but

those which spring from faith and love, which apprehend and

display the efficacy of the righteousness of Christ : and their

esteem and value in the sight of God, are in proportion, as those

graces are found to operate in their production. Nay, faith and

love alone, where there is no op^jortunity of producing the ex-

ternal works which usually flow from them (as in some cases of

of death-bed conversions, (SfC.) are considered by God as the ge-

nuine fruits of his holy spirit, and are the pledges of eternal fe-

licity. (See Gal. V. 22. 23.) But it is plain, that these, and

every other grace of the holy spirit, can spring only from a deep

and intimate spiritual communion with Christ Jesus, our living

head, from whom all their value, and all their perfection is de-

rived ; so that we are necessarily driven back upon his merits

alone, in all our attempts to establish the acceptation of our per*

sons, or our claim on the reward of eternal life.
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mercy of God also continually is, to Antinomiaa

purposes. Men whose natures are unchanged, who

love sin, and who are consequently impatient under

the mild and easy yoke of the gospel, have profaned

this sacred privilege of the children of God. Such

men have said, they are complete in Christ, while

wallowing in their sins, and committing all unclean-

ness with greediness; they have exclaimed that al-

though sinful in themselves, they are nevertheless

righteous in the Lord Jesus Christ, in whom they

stand accepted and well-beloved of God, though liv-

ing in the open and flagrant breach of his command-

ments. This is, indeed, to make Christ the minister

of sin, it is practical Antinomianism of the first class !

But what of all this ? Are these men real genuine

believers in Christ, and are they actually interested

in his meritorious death and righteousness ? By no

means : they have no kind of claim upon the bene-

fits of either the one or the other. They are of their

father the devil, for his works they do. These may
and probably will perish under their deplorable de-

lusion : but what have the children of God to do

with these ? Pity them, pray for them, reprove and

exhort them, they may; but surely it is paying these

men rather too much respect to sacrifice the truth

of God to their hypocrisy and impiety, and surren-

der one of the most exalted privileges, and most im-

portant truths of the gospel, for their accommoda-

tion ! If the imputation of the righteousness of Christ

must be given up, for fear of encouraging Antino-

mianism, let the doctrine of the atonement go along

with it, for thousands make it also a plea for sin, and
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some have even built the salvation of devils upon

this tried foundation !

But there is a kind of Antinomianism, which is not

of quite so flagrant a nature as that alread} des-

cribed. This creeps into the church of God, and

finds place in the hearts, and in the lives of many

high professors of true and vital godliness. And it

is true, that some of these have attempted to draw

the robe of Christ's righteousness, over the iniquities

in which they secretly indul^-e. But will any man
be bold enough to charge this hypocrisy upon the

doctrine which it abuses ? Surely not ! The sin

which it is called in to cover, would have existed if

the doctrine had never been heard of; but it is the

proper business of a faithful minister of the gospel,

to search out and detect these self- deceivers, and if

they have the folly or presumption to plead the im-

putation of the righteousness of Christ as a license

for wilful sin, let him thunder in their ears from

the oracles of inspiration, the impossibility of obtain-

ing salvation without perfect sincerity, complete

holiness, and entire dedication of body, soul, and

spirit to the glory and service of God, If he is " a

workman that needeth not to be ashamed," he will

be at no loss for texts, to support these important

truths.

. But in doing this, he need not set one part of

the gospel at variance with another. " God's im-

puting the righteousness of Christ to believers for

their justification (says the venerable John Fletcher,)

is a blessed reality, which demands our most ardent

praise ; aijid is the true foundation of every blessing
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we enjoy. But our imputing that righteousness ta

ourselves, as a cloke for sin, is a trick of our Anti-

nomian hearts, and cannot be too much guarded

against." It would be a bad argument in favour

of starving my children to say, that some persons

have occasionally mixed poison with wholesome food.

It is my business to see that they get their bread

free from all deleterious mixture. Thus let us pre-

serve and use our doctrines to the glory of their di-

vine author, while we carefully guard against their

abuse.

We now come to consider, fourthly, some objections

which have been urged against this holy doctrine.

A friend, high in the esteem and affection of the au-

tlior, hath demanded " Had our blessed Lord any
" personal righteousness to spare ? Did it not re-

** quire all he possessed and performed, to justify

" his own person as man, and give himself a clear

title to glory ?" To this it is replied, first : Christ

both did and suffered more than was necessary for

the justification of his own person, for he " magni-

fied the law and made it honourable ".* He not

only satisfied the utmost penal demands of the law,

and fulfilled its most extensive claims upon personal

obedience to its precepts, but he did more : he add-

ed honour and dignity to the law itself, by the extra-

perfection of his love, his zeal, and his labour for

the salvation of men. And had he not done incom-

parably more than the law required for the mere

justification of his own person, it would have beeii

* Isaiah xlii. 21.
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impossible for a single soul of man to have beeji

saved by the merit of his obedience, which however

we have seen, is adequate to the redemption of the

whole world. How transcendently perfect, redun-

dant, and meritorious then must his personal right-

eousness have been !

The efficient causes of this were, first, the divinity

which dwelt so abundantly in him ; and, secondly,

the excellency of power which was attached to his

sacred person, as the only begotten Son of God*. For

he derived not his spiritual humanity from anyhuman

being, but it is the immediate offspring of God ; and

this placed him in a rank and power above the angels

as well as over menf. .

By both these predicates, it is evident he was ex-

alted far above the weakness and imperfection of hu-

man nature, for which that law was adapted, and to

do which it was given, whereby he was enabled, and

unquestionably did do much more than was absolutely

necessary to vindicate and justify his own character.

* Psalms, li. Y.^John, i. 14.—Hebrews, i. 4. 6.

Dr Adam Clarke is of opinion, that " This was a mere crea-

tion in the womb of the virgin, by the energy of the Holy Ghost;'*

adding, «he is the only person born of a woman, whose human
nature never came by the ordinary way of generation."—See

hiSj Commentari/ on ** The only begotten of the Father." (John

i. 14.) But with all due deference to so high an authority, the

writer of this is rather inclined to embrace the opinion of the

pre-existence of the mediatorial Jesus, in his spiritual nature.

Upon this hypothesis the above reasoning is maintained. The
principles upon which this opinion is founded, the author hopes

soon to lay before the public in a detailed form,

t Heb. i. 4.
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Nay, it is a question whether a well-founded title to

glory rould rest on a mere performance of the duties

required by the law? If God has a right to claim that

obedience which the law requires from every human
bein^i', could that temporary obedience demand from

the justice of God an eternal reward of glory and fe-

licity? Would the performer of it do any thing more

than his duty ?—Certainly not. Hence it follows

then, that had it been necessary for our blessed

Lord, as an individual man, to have wrought out for

himself a title to glory, he must have done incom-

parably more than the law actually required of him,

to enable him to establish a just claim upon the jus-

tice of God, to the inheritance of eternal glory, even

in his own person. And here indeed the matter

would rest, if we were to consider Jesus Christ as an

insulated individual. But we are not at liberty thus

to consider him ; for, in the second place, he is uni-

formly represented in scripture as the great federal

head of mankind *, and particularly so to his own

redeemed children, who are described as the mem-
bers of his spiritual bodyf, and he is their represen-

tativet as well as advocate with God. Consequent-

ly they are interested in all he hath done, as well

as all he hath suffered, the latter being altogether

on their account, and possibly the former also ; for

certainly had it not been on our account, Jesus need-

ed not to have come into this world at all, for we

* 1 Cor. XV. 45.-49.

t Cor. vi. 15.-17. vii. 27.—Eph. iv. 15.

X Heb. viii. 1,-5, &c. ix. 12.-24. vii. 25.
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know his felicity was complete, and his glory exalt-

ed atfcve every creature, ages before his incarnation*,

—nay, before the creation of the world. His per-

sonal righteousness, therefore, was not necessary to

establish his title to glory, and it is remarkable that

he never once claims such a reward upon that foun-

dation, but uniformly speaks of it as a resumption of

that glory which he enjoyed (doubtless upon a well-

founded title,) before the foundation of the world,

but which he laid aside for a little season, that he

might have an opportunity of " humbling himself,

and taking upon him the form of a servant, and be-

coming obedient unto death, even the death of the

cross,"! ^^^ ^^ men and for our salvation.

The title, therefore, upon which Christ enjoyed

his glory, before his incarnation, was never forfeit-

ed, and consequently stood in no need of re-esta-

blishment ; but by his incarnation, obedience, and

death, he enhanced that glory t, and, at the same

time, purchased a participation in it for all his re-

deemed children ; who claim their inheritance, by

virtue of their interest in his vicarious life, death,

and resurrection.

* John xvii. 5,-24.

t Philip, ii, 6.-10.—The circumstances of humiliation and

death, are not to be applied to the Deity of the second person

in the Trinity ; it is evident they could only relate to his hu-

manity : but this appears to have been the medium of all hu-

man intercourse with God, prior to the incarnation of Christ.'

We read of no mediator between God and man at any period,

but the man, Christ Jesus.

t Phil. ii. 9.-10 Heb. ii. 12.-17.
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A-gain ; some have strangely imagined that the

doctrine of the imputation of righteousness, implies

a confusion of persons. As though God were ca-

pable of deceiving himself into a belief, that we are

personally righteous, and Actually holy, because he

imputes those qualities to us, being found in a plen-

tiful redundancy in the person and character of his

only begotten Son. But those persons must have

very superficial views of the plan of salvation ; they

appear to have lost sight, both of the vicarious cha-

racter assumed by our Lord, and the close relation

in which believers stand to him, both spiritually and

temporally, as well as their interest in his life and.

death. God doth not confound our persons with

that of Christ, neither doth he believe we are right-

eous and holy, when we are not actually so.

But by imputing the righteousness of his Son to

us (and his right to do so, who shall dispute,) he sa-

tisfies his own truth and justice, in treating us as

righteous and holy persons : and thus opens a legal

door, by which he admits us to the evangelical pri-

vileges of a free salvation, to which he thus gives us

a well-founded title. And in pursuance of this di-

vine plan, he instantly commences in every true be-

liever, the work of sanctification ; purifying our

hearts by the inspiration of his holy spirit, and put-

ting us in possession of a divine nature, which proves

our title clear, and demonstrates that we are really,

as well ^s imputatively the children of God, by faith

in Jesus Christ, and heirs together with him of ever-

lasting life.
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But some have supposed, that the doctrine of im-

puted righteousness has a direct tendency to im-

pede the progress of personal holiness, and oppose

the practice of genuine piety. The assertors of this

are perhaps not aware that the establishment of this

principle would set the religion of Christ at variance

with itself. For if God be the author of that doc-

trine (and it has been pretty clearly proved that he

is,) then it would follow that, if it is found to im-

pede the progress of holiness, or oppose the practice

of true piety, God must be divided against himself,

and thus destroy his own work,—a degree of folly

which our Lord would not even ascribe to Satan.

We ought therefore to be cautious how we throw

out such an insinuation against the king of heaven!

But, give me leave to ask the promulgator of this

libel on the truth of God, Where did you learn this

sentiment ? Was it from your own experience ?

Then you are an Antinomian in practice, and you

wish to filiate your hypocrisy on the evangelical doc-

trines of the gospel of Christ ! I suspect it will be

more correct if you charge it to its proper account

in the deceitfulness of your own heart.

But we cannot admit this accusation; on the

contrary we assert, that so far is the doctrine of

imputed righteousness from having any injurious

effect upon true holiness, that it is the only ge-

nuine source from which it can spring. But it

keeps this holiness in its proper place ; that is,

as a fruit of faith and of the spirit of adoption,

which are themselves founded upon the imputa-
Part I. t
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tion of righteousness, for our justification. But it

indeed cuts off the hopes of the Pharisee, who seeks

acceptance with God upon the merit of his own obe-

dience or fancied righteousness.

Upon an impartial survey of the general princi-

ples and feelings which prevail in the Methodist so-

cieties, it must be confessed that the preponderat-

ing bias is towards a Pharisaic spirit. Many of our

people seem not at all aware of any danger arising

from the indulgence of this ; and it is cause of sin-

cere regret, that the sermons of some of our preach-

ers have an unhappy tendency to establish and con-

firm this bias. They incessantly urge the works 6f

the law, indiscriminately upon saints and sinners

;

and this as the principal, if not the only means of re-

conciling sinners to God, and God to them ; and of

establishing believers in the favour of heaven : faith,

according to them, being only a rational conviction

of the great truths of revelation, and its only use

to act as a spur to our endeavours to fulfil the right-

ousness of the law, which is to be our cHief passport

to heaven.

It has already been observed, that, on the spot

where this is written, the Methodists have been de-

luged with these Pharisaical sentiments *. And
what was the consequence ? The people never were

* It was a common and favourite saying with one preacher,

"that no man need expect to find favour with God, or receive

pardon from him, who did not come to hira toith clean hands, and

n 2mre heart.'" It is not then enough that he should repent of

his sins, and beheve in the Lord Jesus Christ, for their pardon.

He must first convert himself, sanctify his nature, purify his

1



PRESENT STATE OF METHODISM. ISl

in SO dead, formal, and lifeless a state. And no won-

der, for it is the gospel and not the law by which man-

kind are now to be saved. It is not by drilling sinners

into a slavish and fruitless attempt to conform their

hearts and lives to the law of God, that they are to

become converted ; but by convincing them of their

titter helplessness and inability thus to conform

themselves ; and to point and guide them to the

lamb of God, that he may take away their sins,

wash them with his own blood, and shed upon

them the renewing influences of his holy spirit

;

and thus makes them " new creatures in Christ

Jesus.'*

This is the gospel plan of salvation, and this also

was the primitive Methodist plan of salvation; and

until we revert back to it, we shall have little suc-

cess in winning souls to God. Have we forgotten

that the law has no other legitimate use as to sin-

ners, under the christian dispensation, but to drive

them to the righteousness of Christ for their justifi-

cation from its demands ? And as to saints, to be-

come a living principle of loving obedience, when it

is written on their hearts by the spirit of God ? But

heart, rectify his conduct, and, in short, redeem himselffrom all

iniquity ; and then he may come to Christ upon the merits ofAw
cwn obedience and holiness, for the forgiveness of his sins ! Has

a sinner then clean hands and a pure heart ? Can lie give these

to himself? If so, he needs no Saviour : he need not come to

Christ, for mercy, grace, pardon, or reden<ption ! Having clean

hands and a pure heart, it is evident he already fulfils the right-

eousness of the law ! What kind of doctrine is this, to be endur-

ed in a Methodist congregation ?
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the man who presumes to lay down conformity to

the law, as the, terms of a sinner's acceptance with

God, overturns the whole system of salvation by

faith, and leads the unhappy souls who fall under

his care, into the misery of dispair, or the delusions

of Pharisaism

!

It is incalculable what mischiefs one such man
may do in the Methodist connexion ; nor can we

acquit ourselves in the sight of God, as faithful

stewards of the mysteries of salvation, if, from any

motive whatever, we suffer such principles to be pro-

pagated amongst us.

These principles naturally result from the re-

jection of thef fundamental doctrine of the impu-

tation of the personal righteousness of Christ to pe-

nitent believing sinners, for their justification before

God. They are properly stiled penitent^ believing

sinners, for this is their true character. Sinners

they are, though not wilful sinners ; but involunta-

rily subjected to the law of sin and death*, which

yet reigns in their members: they are groaning for

deliverance, but have not yet obtained it. Penitent

they are, for this is indicated by their strong cries

and tears before God, for mercy and salvation. And
believing they unquestionably are, though not yet

" with the heart unto righteousness ;'* yet firmly in

the truth of both the threatenings and the promises

of God ; hence the mixture of hope and fear which di-

vides their anxious breast ! Preach the law to these

men, urge them to a careful observance of its pre-

* Rom. vii. 18,-25.
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cepts as the source of their full reconciliation with

God, and you ruin their souls, you drive them to

despair, or you make them Pharisees. But preach

to them the gospel,—tell them, with honest John

Wesley, that "the righteousness of Christ is now
the proper object of their faith," that it is their right-

ful inheritance ; and that invested with this, God
will accept, love, and reward them as righteous ;

and will acknowledge their title to a share in his

glory ; that they shall become heirs of God, by virtue

of their union with their living head, and joint heirs

with Christ, because interested in his redeeming

grace, and washed in his precious blood : Preach

these glad tidings to the heart of the fainting sin-

ner, until he lays hold upon them by that faith

whiclv works by love ; and thus shall you speedily

see his soul brought from the bondage of corrup-

tion into the glorious liberty of the children of

God!

But supposing, we were to treat this hallowed

doctrine as the fanatics of King Charles's day did

the house of Lords, and vote it to be both useless

and dangerous, it would then be worth our while to

inquire what we could advantageously substitute in

its place ? God hath made it both the foundation-

stone in his spiritual building *, and the key-stone

in the arch of salvation ; and Mr Wesley has given

it the same rank in the fabric of Methodism. Ar-

chitects will inform you that it is somewhat danger-

ous to remove these main pillars of the building.

* 1 Peter, ii. 6, 7.
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But what will you substitute in their place ? Not a

single stone in the whole quarry of revelation will

answer the purpose ! You have nothing left but to

daub up the vacancy with the untempered mortar of

self-righteousness, and the Pharisaic rubbish of half-

hearted professors

!

But to drop the figure : It is certain there is no

medium between our reliance upon the merits of

Christ, and upon those of our own works for our fi-

nal acceptance with God. It is true that the good

works of believers will be adduced as evidences of

their faith and love, on the great day of final retri-

bution; and the blessed Jesus will distribute the re-

wards of eternal -felicity, in the proportions which

his infinite wisdom, and unerring goodness will dic-

tate.

But the precise rule, by which our gracious Lord

will govern his decisions upon that great and in-

teresting subject, is not revealed to us. Possibly

he may in some cases see it good to give as great re-

ward to those who were called only at the eleventh

hour, as to others who, to all external appearance had

faithfully borne the burthen and heat of the day for

many years ;* *'for the reward is not of debt, but of

grace ; not of works, lest any man should boast !"f

For it is by no means an impossible case, that a per-

son recently converted before death, may depart with

abundantly more vigorous faith and love, than one

who has been many years a half-hearted professor,

who may yet by a miracle of grace escape the dam-

* Matthew/xx. 9—15. t Romans, iv. 4, 5.—Eph.ii.9.
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nation of hell. The consummate wisdom and good-

ness of the righteous judge will decide every case

in such a way, as will best comport with his own
glory, and that portion of happiness, which his wis-

dom and grace shall allot to each individual. Let

us labour to attain, by faith in his righteousness, a rich

and glorious inheritance in Our Father's kingdom.

Some, however, there are, wiio admit this evan-

gelical doctrine to be true ; yet they are extremely

reluctant publicly to acknowledge it; first, because

of the popular feeling which has been excited

against it ; and secondly, from a mistaken idea that

it has a natural tendency to promote Antimonian-

ism, and to encourage the professors of religion in

that indolence and apathy respecting the great con-

cerns of eternity, which we have cause so seriously

to lament. They think its publication would damp
the zeal of the saint, while it encourages the licen-

tiousness of the sinner.

But there is no foundation for these apprehen-

sions
;
genuine piety will never be diminished by

that which gives it birth ; nor are we justifiable in

suppressing an acknowledged principle of the gospel

upon vague apprehensions of its injurious effects.

If we begin to sacrifice the truths of Christianity to

fears of this kind, we may give up every branch of

our holy religion in succession ; and our Lord will

not thank us for our labour. Let us not imagine

we are capable of mending the great plan of salva-

tion laid down by Christ himself, or foolishly under-

take to correct the doctrines he hath connected with

with it. Rather let us fearlessly publish the whole
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truth as it is in Jesus, leaving the event with its

great author ; lest by suppressing a main pillar of

that truth, we lead men to build upon a rotten

foundation ; for although we may erect thereon some

works of a splendid external appearance, we may
rest assured, they will not stand the test of that fire

which shall try every man's work*, but will be con-

sumed as " wood, hay, and stubble," unless founded

on the imputed merits of our Almighty Saviour.

For other foundation can no man lay^ than that which

is laid hy God himself, in thepersonal righteousness

and imputed merits of Jesus Christ. If any man
abuse this evangelical doctrine, by attempting to

make it a plea for an Antinomian practice, let that

man's guilt rest upon his own head ; but let not the

holy principles of our religion be stigmatised as de-

structive of that morality which they every where

inculcate and enforce.

* 1 Cor. iii. 11.-15.
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CHAP. IV,

OF THE JUSTIFICATION OF BELIEVERS IN CHRIST. INQUIRY INTO

ITS NATURE, BASIS, AND DESIGN. NOT SYNONYMOUS WITH THE

PARDON OF SIN, BUT FOUNDED ON THE IMPUTATION OF RIGHTE-

OUSNESS. LEGAL IN ITS NATURE BUT EVANGELICAL IN ITS OPE-

RATION. REFLECTIONS ON THIS DOCTRINE. OF REGENERA-

TION. ITS NATURE AND DESIGN. EFFECTS UPON INFANTS AND

ADULTS INVESTIGATED. GOD IS THE AUTHOR OF THIS WORK.

OF FAITH. DIVERSITY OF OPINION RESPECTING THIS.—-A

TRUE SCRIPTURAL DEFINITION OF IT ATTEMPTED.

Section I.

—

Of Justification.

1 HE important doctrine of the justification of a sin-

ner, by a God ofunimpeachable truth and inflexible

justice, is clearly revealed in the sacred writings.

It is therein asserted to be the happy privileges of

the sons of Adam, essential to their salvation, and a

fundamental principle in the truth of that gospel

which is ordained of God to be the medium of our

reconciliation to himself. This doctrine is also em-

braced by the body of Methodists, and closely in-

terwoven with those principles which, as far as can

be ascertained, are supposed to constitute the system

of speculative and experimental religion, which di-

rects the views and governs the practice of that con-

spicuous and eminent body of christians.
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The Methodists are also generally agreed respect-

ing the means by which this important blessing is to

be attained, at least under the christian dispensation;

that it is by faith in the great atoning sacrifice and

mediation in the Lord Jesus Christ, and not by the

deeds of the law, the scriptures expressly declaring

that by these, no flesh living can be justified before

God*. But although the thing itself be admitted as

a fundamental principle, and the terms and medium

by which it is attainable, are pretty well settled ;

yet the nature of this christian privilege is perhaps

not quite so accurately defined, or so well under--

stood in the Methodist connexion, as it might and

ought to be. Hence there is a diversity of opinion

on this interesting subject, which requires to be cor-

rected ; in order to which it may be necessary to in-

vestigate both the nature and the design of this

christian privilege, the ground upon which it stands,

the situation in which it places its possessor, and

the ends it is intended to answer. A candid inquiry

into these points, assisted by the spirit and word of

God, may happily have a tendency to remove some

of the obscurity which yet seems to rest upon this

glorious privilege of the children of God, and ren-

der us more unanimous in our opinions respecting

its nature and operation.

The most general sentiment in the Methodist

connexion concerning this is, that it is perfectly sy-

nonymous with the forgiveness of sins; the removal

of guilt, and of the liability to punishment which we

* Romans, ill. 20.
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incur thereby ; a mere exoneration from the penal-

ties to which a breach of the divine law subjects every

transgressor. But inasmuch as it is evident that

this blessing, great and important as it doubtless is,

comes not up to the literal meaning of the term jus-

tification, many of our people and preachers appear

at a loss to account for the use of a word in the in-

spired writings, which they conceive cannot, with

any propriety, be applied to the state of those whom
it describes. Hence, in their commentaries on the

term, they generally explain away its meaning, and

thereby, perhaps inadvertently, yet strongly insinu-

ate that the inspired writers have incautiously made

use of a wrong term, in describing the privileges of

the children of God ; all idea of the Justification of a
sinner, in the proper sense of the word, being total-

ly out of the question, altogether incompatible either

with the truth of God, or the state of man ; that,

therefore the word can mean neither more nor less

than the forgiveness of sin : and, as they uniform-

ly correct the inspired writers, by changing these

terms, it is plain they are of opinion that the apostles

would have been more accurate, if they had not ap-

plied this term of justification to the state of the re-

deemed children of God. They appear to think

that it would be the height of presumption in a sin-

ner to lay any claim to the justification of either his

person or his character before a righteous God ; and

that if ever he is saved it must be only as a par-

doned rebel, and not as a justified saint. This sen-

timent they fortify with scripture, citing perhaps the

words of David in support of it :
" Enter not into
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judgment with thy servant, for in thy sight shall no

man living be justified."*

As, however, St Paul asserts in direct terms the

positive justification of believers in Christ, we must

not surrender this glorious privilege of the children

of God, to the misconceptions or prejudices of its

adversaries ; but, in a spirit of christian love, con-

tend for its establishment upon those scriptural and

rational grounds, whereon the wisdom and goodness

of God hath graciously placed it, to his own glory

and our endless felicity. The words of David just

quoted certainly prove, that " By the deeds of the

law no flesh living shall be justified in the sight of

God ;" for he prefaces this declaration with " Enter

not into judgment with thy servant." Now, if God,

enter into judg-ment with us, the rule of that judg-

ment must be his own righteous law, by which we
acknowledge, with St Paul f , we can have no pre-

tensions to jdstification. It being by that mercy

which St James informs, " rejoiceth against judg-

ment,"t that every believer becomes entitled to, and

possessed of this glorious privilege.

The fact, that believers in Christ are actually jus-

tified in the sight of God, yea, that God himself is

the author and vindicator of their justification, is too

clearly asserted by the inspired writers, to admit of

a serious controversy among christians. It, there-

fore, only remains for us to trace out the nature,

and define the terms of this important blessing, as

these are established and declared by the wisdom

* Psalms^ cxliii. 2. t Rom. iii. 20. % James ii. IS.
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and goodness of God under the christian dispensa-

tion ; for in this controversy it is evident we can

have nothing to do with any other. Jews and Hea-

thens we leave to him that made them. And in the

first place, let us endeavour to fix the genuine mean-

ing of the term ; and this not only as it is accepted

among us in familiar language, but as it is used by

the inspired authors of scripture ; and we shall for

the present take it for granted, that these holy men
were accurate in their choice, and correct in their

application of this term to the states of the redeem-

ed children of God. The literal meaning of the

verb justify, is to declare the party in question to

be innocent and righteous. It vindicates his person

from accusation, and his character from reproach,

and upon principles of truth and justice, it defends

him from the punishment due to the commission of

crime. In short, it vindicates him from the impu-

tation of transgression ; and imputes to him inno-

cence of character, and rectitude of conduct. Now
it is plain that if God, who is rectitude itself, under-

takes to justify any person or character, that justi-

fication must embrace those legitimate principles,

upon which alone this important blessing can be

founded ; and however incongruous this may appear

at first view to short-sighted mortals, when applied

to the persons and characters of transgressor?,—we
may venture to rely upon the divine integrity for its

accuracy, in adopting this as the foundation of a sin-

ner's title to eternal felicity.

If we search the sacred records of inspiration, we
shall find, that the term justify, and its various de-
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rivations, are uniformly used to express the inno-

cence or integrity of the characters described*, and

when we see it selected by the spirit of God, ap-

plied to the persons or characters of believers in

Christ, it must imply, that whatever they formerly

were, these are now justly susceptible of vindication

from the imputation of guilt, and of the actual ascrip-

tion of holiness and uprightness to them, by a God
of truth and justice, " who will by no means clear

the guilty,"! and who is of purer eyes than to behold

iniquity, without reprobation and abhorrence.

In the application of this term to the christian

character, we must not suppose that its original

meaning is altered, or that it is degraded from the

primary signification which it every where else sus-

tains ; and although in that application, it necessa-

rily includes the pardon of past sin, yet this does

not even constitute the basis of our justification
;

much less can we recognise the terms as perfectly

synonymous. On the contrary we shall find, that

although the justification of a believer in Christ, is

uniformly preceded or accompanied by pardon, yet

the foundation of his justification is laid in the per-

sonal righteousness of Christ, imputed to him for

that express purpose!. For however the pardon of

sin may exonerate me from the punishment due to

*. For instances of this we refer to Deut. xxv. 1. Psalm, li. 4.

Prov. xvii. 15. Isaiah v. 23. Rom. ii 13. 1. Tim. iii. 16. In

all which places, the terms are declaratory of righteousness and

integrity.

t Exodus, xxxlv. 7.

X See the preceding Chapter.
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my transgressions, it is plain this blessing can furnish

no foundation whereon to erect the justification of

my person or character. Rather the very circum-

stance of pardoning my sin represents me as a

guilty criminal, as one who, by the clemency ofmy
judge*, has narrowly escaped a justly merited exe-

cution ; but it pretends not to vindicate or defend

my character from the reproach and disgrace which

my transgressions have justly incurred.

But God expressly undertakes to do this for his

redeemed children. For "who (crieth St Paul,) shall

lay any thing to the charge of God's elect"? | Why?
Because, " it is God that justifieth them. Who is

he that condemneth ? It is Christ that died :" and

thus washed away our sins in his own blood : "Yea
rather, that is risen again," and thus proclaimed our

justification, and vindicated our title to eternal life ;

for though " he was delivered for our offences, yet

he rose again for our justification into life eternal." t

It is therefore evident, that the pardon of our sins,

and the justification of our persons, although they

We should think it strange and absurd, if an earthly judge

in pardoning a convicted criminal, should undertake to justify,

that is, to vindicate and defend the person and character of

that criminal, from the imputation of crime. The reason is, be-

cause that pardon is the effect of mere clemency and benevo-

lence; it is not purchased by adequate merit, and compensating

righteousness, found in a vicarious substitute, and imputed to the

criminal. If that were the case, the criminal would be judicially

entitled, uponforensic principles, to the justification of his per-

son and character. It is evident that this is the very ground on

Tvhich the justification of the believer in Christ is founded.

t Rom viii. 33, 3V t Rom. iv. 2j.
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may be simultaneous in their operation, are never-

theless perfectly distinct in their nature, and resting

on distinct foundations. The first reposes exclu-

sively upon the atoning sacrifice of Christ, and the

second upon his perfect fulfilment of the preceptive

law ; both which are imputed to every believer for

his personal justification. And the perfect obedience

of Christ, as well as his complete sacrifice, being de-

monstrated by his liberation from the bands of death;

his glorious resurrection, while it asserts his own
immaculate righteousness, maintains also the justi-

fication of every one who stedfastly believeth on

him to the salvation of the soul. The union which

exists between the Lord Jesus Christ and his living

members, we have already seen, gives them a deep

and decided interest in all that, as their head and

representative, he hath done and suffered for them.

Hence we see the justification of a believer is both

judicial and evangelical: judicial in the sight of God
as founded on the perfect righteousness of Christ,

which meritoriously demands the justification of his

living members ; but evangelical in its operation, as

it respects the freedom of its communication, through

the medium of the gospel of peace to our souls.

If we minutely examine the chain of reasoning

upon this important point, which runs from the 20th

to the 31st verse of Romans, c. iii. we shall find the

principles here laid down, completely established by

the great apostle. Confessing, that owing to the im-

perfections of our fallen nature, all hope of* justifi-

* This phrase, " justification by the deeds of the law," proves

that it is a real and judicial justification, and not the mere par*
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cation by the deeds of the law, was at an end ; he

proceeds to establish that justification upon the su-

perior basis of the gospel ; and in doing this he plain-

ly shews, that this proceeds upon the truth and jus-

tice, as well as upon the mercy of God. And recog-

nising (ver. 21,) the principle, that adequate right-

eousness was requisite as the basis of justification,

he asserts, that God hath already provided that,

without our personal conformity to the law. " But

now (saith he,) the righteousness of God* without

the law, is manifested, being witnessed by the law

and the prophets :"" that is, both the law and the

prophets unite their testimony, as it were, in the

concurrent support and approbation of this divine

method of justifying sinners, by the imputation of

the righteousness of Christ to them, inasmuch as

in his person and offices the law hath met its full sa-

tisfaction, and the predictions of the prophets their

complete accomplishment,

j;

dim of sin, of which the apostle is here treating. For no man

ever yet dreamed of obtaining forgiveness of his sins, by the

deeds of the law, which is a contradiction in terms ; for if he

fulfilled the demands of the law, it is plain he could require no

forgiveness, as he would be guilty of no crime.

* It is true, some persons, to whose Pharisaic spirits this

evangelical doctrine is a stumbling-block, take the trifling liberty

of altering the word righteousness here to mercy. This unwar-

rantable and impious practice has been emphatically termed
«' making the scriptures a nose of wax ;" and twisting them into

any form we please, to render them subserviejat to our own pre-

judices. It is astonishing that any man, pretending either to

sense or piety, will attempt to maintain an argument founded

upon a plain and avowed perversion of scripture !

Part I. kl
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He saitli moreover, that this righteousness, per-

fect and complete in its nature, and styled empha-

tically the righteousness of God (God our Saviour,

to distinguish it from that of man,) is* (imputed) to

all, and (rests) upon all them that believe, being

communicated and imparted by faith in Jesus Christ,

its possessors being "justified freely through the re-

demption that is in Christ Jesus." And (ver. 25. 26,)

to declare his righteousness
-f^

for the remission of

sins that are past. To declare, I say, (observe the

emphatic repetition) his righteousness, that he might

be just, and the justifier of him that believeth in

Jesus : that God having provided in the person of

his only Son an adequate righteousness, upon the

imputation of which to believers in him, he might

without impeachment of his justice, and without the

violation of his truth, justify the persons and cha-

racters of the ungodly t, their faith being counted

to them for righteousness, because it embraceth

that of their great Redeemer. So that, although

sin had formerly reigned in them unto the death

of their souls, yet that grace might henceforth

reign in them, through this righteousness, unto eter-

nal life^.

As this interesting subject is of vital importance

to the happiness of mankind, it may be worth our

* Tlie interposed words are requisite to supply the ellipsis

;

their propriety will hardly be disputed.

t In these places also, the word mercy has been substituted

-for righteousness, with what truth let those who understand the

original word ^iKoctocrvvr) (in Ijat'm justitia, cequtfas,) judge !

X Romans, iv. 5. § Romans, v. 21.

2
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while to take a more minute survey of the incom-

parahle plan devised by the consummate wisdom of

the deity, and executed under the sanction of his

divine justice, by his tender love for the fallen race

of Adam; whereby he gives to the chief of sinners

a complete, a permanent, and an incontestible title

to eternal life, supported and maintained upon prin-

ciples ofjustice and equity. Herein we shall per-

ceive the harmony of the divine attributes with the

doctrines of revelation, and the union of our felicity

with the glory of our creator, displayed in the un-

searchable riches of redeeming grace.

To accomplish the salvation of man, by means of

their justification by faith, and upon principles con-

sonant to the perfections of the divine nature, and

the economy of grace, it would appear that three

points are to be attained, to satisfy three corres-

ponding claims in the attributes of the Deity. Those

three points are,—atonement, innocence, and right-

eousness.

• The first of these must be obtained to satisfy the

claims of justice, God being bound, as the moral go-

vernor of the universe, to punish sin, which is found

in every man ; and hence his express declaration,

confirming the claim of his justice, " The soul that

sinneth it shall die."*

Secondly, innocence must be established, as a

foundation of our acceptance with God, upon the

basis of the divine truth ; for God hatli expressly

declared, that " He will by no means clear the

guilty."!

• Ezekiel, xviii. 4. -^ Exodus, xxxiv. 7.
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And, thirdly, positive righteousness must be pro-

duced, as the ground whereon God, in the manifes-

tation of his righteous judgment as the supreme and

unbiased judge of the universe, can assign a reward

proportioned to the merits of that righteousness, to

those who justly claim a share in his eternal king-

dom. For the scriptures declare, " That the un-

righteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God,"*

who will render unto every man according to his

deeds f. Yet we find, that "the Lord, the righteous

judge, shall give a crown of righteousness tOi all

them that love his appearing."1i

To all these claims we shall find the different

functions of the mediatorial office of the great High

Priest of our profession, and they alone are admi*

rably and gloriously responsive.

First, for atonement : For it is said of him, that

" he was wounded for our transgressions : he was

bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of our

peace was upon him : and by his stripes we are

healed." And, " thou shalt make his soul an offer-

ing for sin : by his knowledge shall my righteous

servant justify many, for he shall bear their iniqui-

ties." Also *' he died the just for the unjust, to

bring us to God." And again, " the Lord hath laid

upon him the iniquities of us all."^ " He bore our

sins in his own body on the tree : and by his stripes

we are healed." And " he is the propitiation for our

sins ; and not for our sins only, but also for the sing

* 1 Corinthians, vi. 9. t Romans, ii. 6. J 2 Timothy, iv. 8.
,

§ Isaiah, Uii. 5.-8.-11 1 Peter, ii. 24—1 John, ii. 2.
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of the whole world." And again, " Christ our pass-

over is sacrificed for us."* And finally, " We re-,

joice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,by whom
we have now received the atonement."!

Secondly, for innocence : It is said, " He hath

washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath

made us kings and priests unto God and his Fa-

ther.":}: And again, " God was in Christ reconcil-

ing the world unto himself, not imputing their tres-

passes unto them."^ And again, " Blessed is the

man to whom the Lord will not impute sin."|| And
finally, " The blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God,

cleanseth us from all sin."1I And if from all sin, then

from all guilt ; from the imputation as well as from

the actual existence of crime. Hence we derive a

purity and innocence in the esteem of God, which

is the first qualification for the kingdom of glory.

This is the result of preceding atonement, and one

branch of our justification before God.

Thirdly, for righteousness : Christ is expressly

styled, " the Lord our righteousness ;"** and is said

to be " of God made unto us, wisdom, righteousness,

sanctification, and redemption."ff Again, " God
hath made him, who knew no sin, to be sin for usj

that we might be made the righteousness of God
in him."tt And finally, " The righteousness of God
(our Saviour) is unto all, and upon all them that be-

lieve;'||||

* 1 Cor. V. 7. t Rom. v. 11. X Rev. i. 5 -6.

§ 2 Cor. V. 19.
II
Rom. iv. 8. ^ 1 John, i. 7.

** Jeremiah, xxiii, 6. ft 1 Cor. 4. Sa JJ 2 Cor. v .21.

nil Romans, iii. 22.



150 INQUIRY INTO THB

In these exceeding great and precious promises,

these high and glorious privileges, we discover the

grounds of our justification in the sight of God,

who has thus made us " accepted in the beloved."

It is upon this foundation that we become ** heirs

of God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ;" we re-

ceive the sj)irit of adoption, whereby we are admitted

into the family of heaven, and have a legitimate

claim upon that salvation purchased by the Son of

God for all his redeemed people. By faith we call

him our God and our Father ; his spirit bears wit-

ness with ours that we are his children, and our

title to everlasting life is registered in heaven ; our

names being " written in the lamb's book of life,"*

and our souls " kept by the mighty power of God,

through faith unto eternal salvation."!

Now it is plain, that all this glorious system of

justification proceeds upon the imputed merits of

Christ to our souls. In ourselves we are originally

totally destitute of the meritorious and procuring

causes of this rich and important blessing : Guilty,

we stand in need of the atoning blood of Christ to

wash away that guilt, and the imputation thereof,

from our souls : Unrighteous, we require a perfect

righteousness as the ground of our justification, and

one which is fully adequate to the demands of the

law. For it is evident, that upon principles of truth

and justice (and these, we may rest assured, will

never be violated or defeated by their glorious au-

thor,) no man can be pardoned without atonement,

* Rev. xxi. 27. t 1 Peter, i. 5.,,

;
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or justified without righteousness. But if both of
^

these blessings are bestowed upon those who, up to

that period, have been avowedly unrighteous, then

it is plain, those blessings must flow to them from

the merits of another imputed to them, as their own

act and deed ; that is to say, sinners are pardoned,

and their persons and characters justified in the

sight of God *, by the merits of Christ imputed

to them : those merits being by them apprehendetJ,

embraced, and appropriated under the influence of

that faith which works by love, and by the energy

of the holy spirit of God, who himself points them

to the lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of

the world, and enables them to believe on him with

" their hearts unto righteousness."

But while we thus earnestly contend for our jus-

tification by faith upon these truly evangelical prin-

ciples, do we not overlook the necessity of personal

holiness, as essential to our full restoration to the

favour of God ? By no means ; we fully recognise

this heaven-born principle, and contend also for its

full sway and ultimate perfection in the soul of every

* It is said by St Paul concerning our Lord Jesus Christ,—

" Tliat he is able to save them to the uttermost, that come

to God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for

them." (Heb. vii. 25.) His intercession is a grand branch of

his mediation ; and this all proceeds upon the foundation of his

ovi'n merit. On this ground alone does intercession appear con-

gruous to the divine nature. For we cannot suppose any change

favourable to guilty man, to be wrought in the divine mind by

the mere force of persuasion or intreaty. Intercession therefore

must imply (to speak after the manner of men,) 1st, an exhibi-

tion of the meritorious ground on which the blessing is claimed.
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true believer. We acknowledge this as indispenS"

ably necessary to salvation ; but we dare not say

that it is the condition of our reconciliation to God.

Kather, it is a fruit of that reconciliation previously

accomplished by simple faith in the Lord Jesus

Christ. It is the work of the spirit of holiness,

who dwelleth in the hearts of the children of God*

and transforms their souls into his lovely image

;

breathing into them, by his holy inspiration, the

essence of " righteousness, peace, and joy in the

Holy Ghost," which are the constituent parts of the

inward kingdom of God in the soul of man. In

this glorious work, the coincidence of our wills, the

co-operation of all our mental faculties, and the en-

gagement of our affections, are absolutely requisite.

In the dedication of these to the glory and service

of God consists the true practice of piety, without

which, we hold it to be impossible for any man to

retain the blessing of justification.

For this is the qualification necessary to that di-

vine communion and fellowship with God, which,

however it may be stigmatised as presumptuous or

enthusiastic by the unregenerate and profane, who

And, 2d, a pleading of those merits as the effectual and, in fact,

irresistible foundation, upon which the truth and justice, as well

as mercy and goodness of God induce him to bestow them ; and

at the same time sanction and approve of the grant. Hence it

is said, " God is both faithful and just to forgive us our sins."

( 1 John. i. 9.) And on this ground is justified the impera-

tive aspect of that important request, «' Father, / will that they

also whom thou hast given me, be with roe where I am." (John

xvii. 24'.

)
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scandalise the profession of Christianity, is neverthe-

less the essence of true religion. " Truly (saith St

John,) our fellowship is with the Father, and with

his Son Jesus Christ."* If we are not transformed

into the image of God, it is impossible we can delight

in him, and without delight there can be no enjoy-

ment. " We love him, because he first loved us,*'f

and because " his love is shed abroad in our hearts,

by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us ;"
1: but

without an inward assimilation of our nature to that

heavenly principle, it is plain we can have neither

relish nor qualification for communion with God
upon earth, nor for the society of holy angels, and

fellowship with the spirits of just men made perfect

in the kingdom of God. If, therefore, we wish to

retain our justification, and evidence our union with

the Lord of life and glory, we must ever cultivate

that " holiness, without which we are assured no

man shall see the Lord." §

But in addition to the primary justification of a

believer just described, we maintain also a second

justification II, both of our persons and works, at the

awful tribunal of him who is ordained to be thejudge

of the quick and the dead.H And it would appear

from the testimony of revelation, that the nature

and extent of a believer's work will form the grand

* 1 John, i, 3. 1 1 John, iv. 1 9. t Rom. v. 5. § Heb. xii. 1 4.

H See this subject particularly treated of by Mr Fletcher in

several parts of the polemical works of that venerable and learn-

ed divine.

f Acts, xvii, 31.
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criterion ofjudg'ment*on that most solemn occasion.

But although it must be admitted that the external

works of the children of God will then be adduced

as evidences of the sincerity of their piety, the ar-

dour of their zeal, and the fervency of their love;

yet it is very evident, that the intrinsic value of those

works must be sought for in a deeper source than

their mere existence. Good actions may occasion-

ally be performed by men whose nearts are destitute

of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, uninfluenced by

genuine love to God, and without a spark of true

charity for either the souls or bodies of men. These

may originate in an ostentatious display of Phari-

saic self-rignteousness, and a desire to appropriate

to ourselves the praise of menf . Of such works

and their authors our Lord hath declared, " Verily

I say unto you they have their reward."

But the heart-searching God will be at no loss to

appreciate the genuine character of the persons and

works of his redeemed children. And although the

various imperfections which still attach to the ho-

liest saints upon earth, connected with the obliga-

tions they lie under to the grace of God, for the pro-

duction of every work acceptable to him, must for

ever exclude all idea of absolute merit in their best

performances, whether of piety or charity ; yet, so

far as their works are wrought under the influence

of a living faith, and spring from the grace of our

* This is evident from Matt. xvi. 27.—xxv. 34.-36.—1 Cor.

iii. 8. and Rev. ii. 23.

t Matt. vi. l.»5.
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Lord Jesus Christ, being governed and directed by

the spirit of holiness, they are unquestionably valu-

able in the sight of God ; and, under the evangelical

principles of the gospel of Christ, are fairly entitled

to a vast reward from the decision of the righteous

judge, who will ultimately " render unto every man
according as his works shall be."*

Yet even the most excellent of our works derive

whatever value they possess from our union with

Christ. This important fact is clearly proved, as

well as eminently illustrated, by the admirable com-

parison which Jesus himself hath made, when he

likens himself to a vine, and his living members to

the branches :
" I am the true vinef (saith the Son

of God,) and ye are the branches ; as the branch

cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine,

no more can ye except ye abide in me, for without

(or separate from) me, ye can do nothing." Now, as

no man thinks of ascribing the rich flavour of the

grape to the branch, independent of the root and
trunk, so no believer can lay claim to any degree of

merit, but what he derives from the imputed right-

eousness of Christ. For this both bestows the pri-

mary blessing of justification, and furnishes the

medium through which God implants in the soul the

germ of that holiness, which, flourishing under the

benign influence of grace, gradually eradicates the

carnal mind, transforms the soul into the image of

God, and finally produces those precious fruits of

faith, hope, and love, of joy, and peace, and ever-

• Rev. ii. 23. t John, xv. 1.-6.
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lasting consolation which at once constitute the fra*

grant ornaments, and the refreshing cordials of

Christ's mystical spouse, both in time and eternity*.

But these fruits, great and valuable as they are,

cannot be the procuring cause of our justification,

either in time or in eternity ; for they are the result

of the first justification which is obtained by faith,

and this has already been shewn to be legal in its

nature, inasmuch as it is founded upon Christ's per-

fect satisfaction of the law, though evangelical in its

operation towards us, because freely bestowed upon

us through the redemption that is in his blood. And
these being, in fact, no more than what our duty re-

quires, neither can our second justification rest upon

their intrinsic or exclusive merit. It is plain then

that Mr Wesley was perfectly correct in saying,

" The righteousness of Christ is the whole and sole

foundation of ail our hope."f

The sum of our argument upon this important

question, therefore, is :—1st. God speaks the truth,

and means what he says, when he promises to jus-

tify the believer in Jesus. 2d. That justification in-

cludes a declaration of the innocence and righteous-

ness of the person and character justified, for these

See this deep and interesting subject prophetically illus-

trated with all the lofty eloquence and sublime imagery of Ori-

ental poetry ; and in the inimitable style of the wisest of men,

and greatest of raonarchs. " Let us get up early to the vine-

yards ; let us see if the vines flourish, whether the tender grapes

appear, and the pomegranates put forth their buds : there will

I give thee my loves." (Canticle vii. 12.)

f Sermon on " The Lord our Righleousness."
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are the essential gronnds upon which that blessing

must rest. 3d. Having neither of these requisites

in ourselves we are obliged to resort to the merits of

another for their attainment. 4th. We find them

redundant in the person and offices of our great

Redeemer ; and God imputes them to us for our

justification. 5th. Embracing these by faith, we be-

come the adopted children of God *, and the legi-

timate heirs of that salvation, which is the reward

promised to immaculate innocence and the most per-

fect righteousness. 6th. Yet receiving this most

important blessing by faith, it is evangelical in it3

operation, and freely gives us that glory and felicity

which ten thousand years of our most perfect obe-

dience could never have purchased. 7th. Being

founded in the most perfect righteousness of Christ,

it is at once permanent, legitimate, and indefeasible,

having God for its author, the merits of his Son for

its foundation, and the truth and faithfulness of the

Spirit of God for its support and vindication."!

Hence its immutable stability and eternal security to

every genuine child of God, who asserts and main-

tains his exalted privileges by the exercise of faith,

hope, and love, to the end of his mortal course,

* Romans, viii. 15.-17

t Surely we can never sufficiently admire and praise the as^

tonishing combination of wisdom, goodness, and condescensioa

in God, who, in opening this «' new and living way " for our

salvation, establishes our title to everlasting life, upon such an

immutable and indefeasible basis. Lest our faith should stagger

at a bare promise, flowing spontaneously from the goodness of

God, he most graciously gives us a legitimate claim upon his
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And now let us contemplate, with humble grati-

tude, this most valuable and important of all spiri-

tual blessings. Let us admire this transcendent dis-

play of mercy, grace, and peace, so freely bestowed

upon us through the redemption that is in Jesus

Christ. We shall find ample occasion to adopt the

energetic language of St Paul, and exclaim with

that holy apostle, " O ! the depth of the riches both

of the wisdom and goodness of God I How unsearch-

able are his judgments, and his ways past finding

out !"* In the divine plan of a sinner's justification,

what a glorious display of all the perfections of the

Deity do we behold, combining their energies in

uniting his glory with the salvation of man ! What
unfathomable wisdom is here,—what astonishing

condescension,—what matchless love,—what inef-

fable goodness,—what stupendous power ! Rich,

transcendently rich, as the inexhaustible treasures

of his mercy are, yet he will not suffer the felicity

of his redeemed children to repose even on this

ample basis alone ; but he gives them as it were,

the additional security of a meritorious claim upon

his justice and his truth, in the righteousness of his

only begotten Son, the son of his love ! In his

person and in his offices every true believer can

justice also, for the possession of our eternal inheritance. He
could not be just in withholding salvation from a true behever

in the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus does every glorious attribute

in the divine nature centre in the merits of Christ, and unite

their sacred energy in securing the salvation of his redeemed

people.

* Romans, xi. 33.
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" Read his title clear,

To mansions in the skies."

Built upon this rock, he can humbly, yet confidentl5r

claim his share in that inheritance, which is incor-

ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away for

ever; and rejoicing in the hope of that salvation,

" He bids adieu to every fear,

And wipes his weeping eyes."

He sees, in the person and offices of his great Re-

deemer, the pledge and security of his everlasting

felicity, while his triumphant faith realises the glo-

rious prospect, which a boundless eternity pours on

his ravished soul

!

Let us admire the sacred harmony which reigns

in the divine attributes of our God, while he gives

us, in the blessing of justification, an incontestible

title to bis everlasting kingdom. It is his glorious

prerogative to impart innocence to a guilty soul ; to

all others this is a contradiction in terms. Yet this

he does upon principles perfectly consonant to truth

and justice. Guilty in ourselves, we have no pos-

sible claim upon, and no means of attaining that in-

nocence which is essential to justification, for we
** all have sinned, and come short of the glory of

God."* Hence every mouth is stopped, and all the

world becomes guilty before God. Nay, we have

seen that pardon itself cannot bestow this blessing

* Romans, iii. 19-2.^-
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upon US, for the confession of guilty is the proper

foundation of pardon. Vicarious atonement, and the

imputation of its merit, is the legitimate source from

whence the wisdom ofGod hath derived,and through

which he imparts innocence to us, as the previous

ground of our justification.

We have seen also that righteousness is indispens-

ably necessary to rest this privilege upon ; for God
condemns those who justify the wicked*. Right-

eousness, therefore, we must have, or for ever re-

main unjustified before God. But a sinner has no

such thing in himself to plead ; for the lip of truth

hath declared, " There is none righteous, no not

one."! Yet justification is obtained at the com-

mencement of our christian course ; and even before

converting grace has healed the breaches which sin

had made in our souls, even when we are as yet sin-

ners. But it is the prerogative of God to "justify

the ungodly." t To all others this would be a con-

tradiction in terms ; yet he doth it, and remains

just : yea, his justice sanctions the act, ** He is just

and yet the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus."^

It is plainly then by the imputation of his righteous-

ness that this is accomplished ; like the patriarch of

old
II
we obtain " the blessing," clothed in the gar-

ment of our elder brother. But this is not done by

the deceit of our mother ; we are invested with it

by the truth and love of our heavenly Father, who

in that garment recognises our title to glory, and

* Isaiah, v. 23. f Rom. iii. 10. \ Rom. iv. 5.

§ Rom. iii. 26. || Gen. xxvii. 5.-37.
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we inherit that blessing which, by right of inherit-

ance should have descended on our elder brother

;

nevertheless, having a sufficiency for both himself

and us, he clothes us with the garment of his sal-

vation, he spreads his skirt over our naked souls,

and saith unto us, live !

But this is not a mere external covering ; no, it

enters into the soul, it purifies the heart, and makes

us, " like the king's daughter, all glorious within."

Let the Pharisee, therefore, go to the deeds of the

law for his justification ; but we will seek and find

it in the blood and righteousness of a crucified Sa-

viour.

, ; In what capacity, then, do we become the legiti*

mate heirs of eternal glory ? " As pardoned rebels,*'

says a captious Cynic*, who appears disgusted at

the evangelical privileges of the sons of God. " As
adopted sons, and as justified believers,"f say I in

conjunction with St Paul. What, let us ask, has a

pardoned rebel (considered only in that capacity,)

to do with the inheritance of his sovereign's king-

dom ? Because, forsooth, he has escaped the gallows

by the mercy of his prince, he must immediately as-

pire to a share of the throne ! Repeating the very

treason for which he had been just before sentenced

to death ! And no better title than this, it seems,

can be allowed to the ransomed sons of God ; to

their glorious and incorruptible inheritance ! No

;

* One who is ranked among the preachers of the gospel.

He may probably recollect his own words, and the bitterness

with which he enforced them, both in the pulpit and out of it.

t Rom. yiii. 14,-17. v. 1.—Gal. iv. 4.-7.

Part I. l
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we say, let the pardoned rebel go, and make use of

his restored liberty in meriting or conquering a king-

dom for himself, if he can ; but let him not presume

to aspire to a share of his sovereign's throne, unless

he can produce a better title to it than the mere re-

mission of well-merited punishment, as the sanction

of his pretensions.

Happily for us, God hath never separated the

blessing ofjustification from the pardon of sin. Had
he done so, that pardon would have been of little

use to us. At the next temptation our guilt would

have returned, and we should again have fallen under

the condemnation of the law of God. Whereas
"being justified by faith," we have true, permanent,

^nd constant " peace with God, through our Lord
Jesus Christ ;" yea, " Our peace floweth as a river,

and our righteousness as the waves of the sea.'^*

And w^ can truly say, with St Paul, " there is now
therefore no condemnation to them that are in Jesus

Christ, the law of the spirit of life having made
them free from the law of sin and death ;" the mo^-

ral law having met that perfect satisfaction in the

person and offices of the Son of God, which, owing

to the weakness and infirmities of our flesh f, it

could not obtain from any other branch of human

nature.

It is to the solidity ofthe foundation on which it is

erected, that the permanency of a believer's justifi-

cation is to be ascribed. Hence this important bless-

ing is not forfeited by the innumerable internal vio*-

* Isaiah, xlviii. 18. t Rooi. viii. 3. -
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lations of the law of love, and external deviations

from perfect holiness, which are found in the hearts

and lives of most professors of genuine religion.

That these are real breaches of the divine law is

unquestionable ; each of them is sufficient to oblite-

rate a previous pardon, and they all need the aton-

ing blood of Christ, to wash away their stains from

the conscience of the true believer. But inasmuch

as they are involuntarily transgressions * of the

law, they are not imputed to the believer as sins

;

and consequently, he does not thereby forfeit his

justification, which, however, he must inevitably do,

were that blessing suspended upon his own personal

obedience, and not founded upon the imputation of

a righteousness to him, incomparably more excellent

and perfect than his own. This is the only ground

upon which we can possibly vindicate the integrity

of the divine government, in maintaining the justi-

fication of persons and characters whose conduct is

chequered with unfaithfulness, and whose hearts

are yet in a great degree carnal and impure.

The term justification being of legal and forensic

import, and the judicious and proper application of

it to the persons and characters of the redeemed

children of God, not being susceptible of contro-

versy upon any grounds which are themselves de-

fensible, we feel ourselves obliged to admit the thing

itself to be true ; and by its use and mode of ope-

ration, v/hich have been traced out in the preceding

* See Mr ^yesley's Plain Account of Christian Fer/cction,

and liis Sermon « On Sin in Believers."
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pages, we find it can rest upon no foundation with

respect to fallen man, either as penitent sinners or

imperfect believers, but that of the imputation of

righteousness to them, through the vicarious merits

of their great Redeemer. But for the final justifi-

cation of the saints, at the awful tribunal of their

judge, although their works will unquestionably be

produced as evidences of their faith and love*, yet

these can have no share in the merit of their salva-

tion ; for they themselves are the result of the im-

puted merits of Jesus, and of the gracious operation

' of his spirit in their hearts.

* Yes, as evidences of their faitli and love ; for let it be care-

fully observed, that it is not the mereextemal action, but the prinr

ciple from which they flow, that stamps a value upon the works

of believers in Christ. The external act is as it were the body,

which renders the disposition of the mind visible and tangible.

But the disposition, the principle, is the soul of the action ; the

body perishes, but the soul is immortal : it is the heaven^born

germ of salvation, which will expand its celestial foliage to im-

bibe the rays of the sun of righteousness in its : native atmos-

phere, through the countless ages of a happy eternit)% Here

the seed is sown in a material and corruptible soil, and we per-

ceive only, as it were, the blossoms of our future glory ; these

are now and then refreshed and nourished by occasional showers

ofdivine^race, yet their progress is often impeded b)'^ the chill-

ing blasts of temptation. But when transplanted to their celes-

tial soil, and placed in the meridian of heavenly glory, the fruits

of holiness will attain their full perfection, and flourishing under

the culture of their adorable author, shall terminate in the uni-

versal echo of
I

" praise, and honour, and salvation, and glory, to

him, who hath loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own

blood, " and made us kings and priests tt> his father for ever

and ever."
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Before we close this section, it is but fair to state

that Mr Wesley's sentiments, respecting the justifi-

cation of believers, do not perfectly coincide with

those which have been here proposed. Our great

esteem for the person and talents of that venerable

divine induces the highest respect for his authority,

in points of doctrine ; yet we are not thereby called

to surrender either our judgments or sentiments in

an implicit reception of the opinions even of* Mr
Wesley. W^e claim the unalienable right of private

judgment, and, in the exercise of this, it is certain

an uniformity of sentiment on this interesting point

of doctrine does not exist in the Methodist connex-

ion ; it is a fair subject of discussion, one which de-

mands our maturest deliberation, and, as far as it is

practicable, a final and satisfactory decision.

. The following extract froip Mr Wesley's Sermon

on Justification by Faith, will suffice to put us in

possession of his opinions respecting the points which

have been discussed in this section. Our judgments

will be governed by that conviction, which truth,

under the influence of the spirit of holiness^ carries

to every sincere and upright licart*.

" It is (says Mr Wesley) far easier to take for

"^ granted, than to prove from any clear scripture

" testimony, that justification is,—the clearing us

" from the accusation brought against us by the

" lawf . At least if this forced unnatural way of

, * John, vii. 17. xvi, 13.

+ Here, with all due deference, we would beg leave to ask, if

justification does not positively and bonajide " clear us from

the accusation brought against us by the law /' what doth St,
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" speaking mean either more or less than this, that

" whereas we have transgressed the law of God, and
" thereby deserved the damnation of hell, God does

" not inflict on those who are justified, the punish-

** ment which they have deserved."

Here it is plain Mr Wesley would make justifi-

cation nothing- more than a mere exemption from

deserved punishment ; and he does not admit that

it is even a positive, and much less a judicial "clear-

ing us from the accusation brought against us by the

law." But if so, is it not clear that this accusation

still remains in full force against us, and that we are-

yet judicially liable to the curse of a broken law ?*

But how can this comport with the proper meaning

of the term justification ? Exemption from punish-

ment is the natural consequence and proper effect of

justification; but surely this is not justification itself 1

Indeed the very sentence which contains this objec-

tion admits the truth of the position it opposes.

** God (says Mr Wesley) does not inflict on those

who are justified, the punishment they had deserv-

ed." Observe, " those who are justified I" MrWes-

Paul mean by saying, that " Christ hath blotted out the hand-

writing of our ordinances that was against us, and took it out of

the way, nailing it to his cross," (Col. ii. 14.) Let it not be said

that this refers to the ceremonial law of Moses, for^the Colossians

never were the subjects of that law ; but they were always under

the obligations of the moral law (Romans, ii. 14.-15.) It follows,

therefore, that their justification freed them from the accusation

brought against them, by their breaches of the moral law ; for

" there is now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus,"

(Rom. viii. 1.) either from the moral or the ritual law.

* Gal. iii. 10.
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ley therefore admits, that justification is distinct

from, and the procuring cause of their exemption

from punishment. It comprehends the pardon of sin;

9nd exemption from punishment is the natural re-

sult of these important blessings. And the truth of

that scripture remains unimpeached, which declares^

that believers in Christ are "justified from all things

from which they could not be justified by the law

of Moses."* Now it must be acknowledged, that

the man who perfectly fulfilled the moral and ritual

law of Moses, would be justified therebyf. But

the justification of a believer in Christ is, in the

passage above cited, declared to be more perfect,

more complete than it could be, even by a perfect

fulfilment of the whole moral and ritual law of

Moses by any mere man ! Why is this? The rea-

son is plain : because, as has already been amply

shewn from Mr Wesley's own authority as well as

from scripture, the justification of a believer rests on

the imputation of the immaculate righteousness of

the Son of God. Without this, the use and appli-

cation of the term to sinners would be absurd and

contradictory in the highest degree, and of course

totally incompatible with the wisdom and truth of

God. But that wisdom and truth having adopted

the term, it is surely more decorous in us to endea-

vour to vindicate and maintain it, than by reducing

it to a mere exemption from punishment, to degrade

and undermine it.

* Acts, xiii. 39.

t This is plain from Levit. xviii. 5.—Kom. ii. 7.-10. x. 5.—Gal.
iii. 12.
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Again ; Mr Wesley proceeds, " Least of all does

" justification imply tiiat God is deceived in those

" whom he justifies ; that he thinks them to be in

"fact what they are not, that he accounts them to

** be otherwise than they are. It does by no means
** imply, that God judges concerning us, contrary to

" the real nature of things ; that he esteems us better

** than we really are, or believes us righteous when
" we are unrighteous. Surely no. The judgment of

** the all-wise God is always according to truth; nei-

*' ther can it ever consist with his unerring wisdom
" to think that I am innocent, to judge that I am
" righteous or holy, because another is so. He can
*' no more in this manner confound me with Christ,

" than with David or Abraham."*

If Mr Wesley can here be supposed to be arguing

against the vicarious character assumed by the Son

of God, we must say that he has unhappily labour-

ed to overturn a fundamental principle of the gos-

pel, and even his high authority, would be found

insufficient to support such a deviation from the

truth of God, as it stands revealed in the inspired

writings. And if he is here contending against the

imputation of the righteousness of Christ to each

believer for his justification, we must deeply lament

the discrepance which such an argument, collated

with his sermon on " The Lord our Righteousness,"

would present to our view, as well as its hostility

to the gospel-plan of salvation, as we find it develop-

ed in the oracles of inspiration. But we must not

* Serntion " On Justification.''
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rashly admit such a change as this against a vene-

rable ambassador of God, and one who was the ho-

noured instrument of the conversion and final salva-

tion of thousands, upon those very principles which

aKC maintained in this work.

We can therefore only suppose, that in the para-

graph above cited, Mr Wesley intended to confute

the absurd notion of a self-deception in the divine

mind, and a confusion of persons in the doctrine of

atonement ; which would be at once degrading to

the economy of grace, and contradictory to our rea-

son. For in imputing the guilt of our sins to Christ,

or the merit of his righteousness to us, God doth not

confound the persons, or lose sight of the character

of each party ; but by his sovereign power he trans-

fers the curse and punishment of our transgressions

to the person of Christ (with his own consent,) to

his judicial condemnation. And, in the same man-

ner, he (with our consent, indicated by believing on

him for redemption,) transfers to our account the

perfect righteousness of his only begotten Son, to

our judicial and evangelical justification *.

Neither is there any occasion to resort to the ab-

• Both these points are clearly demonstrated, and unequivo-

cally established in 2 Cor. v. 21.—Gal. iii. 13 Rom. x. 4.

This is precisely the doctrine promulgated by the judicious

and pious Mr Baxter, in his " Aphorisms on justification." By
republishing the substance of these, and recommending them to

the people over whom he presided, Mr Wesley has both adopted

these sentiments as his own, and interwoven them with the con«

stitution of Methodism.
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surd notion of a confusion of persons, for the esta-

blishment of the personal righteousness and holiness

of a believer in Christ. For whatever they may have

been in times past, the stains of all previous guilt

^re washed away in " the blood of Christ whi^h

cleanseth them from all sin,"* in the moment of

their justification. And St Paul assures us that

*' Jf any man be in Christ, he is a new creature;

old things are passed away, behold all things are

become new ! And all things are of God."f Again

he informs us, that ** the righteousness of the law

is fulfilled in them who, believing in Christ, walk

not after the flesh, but after the spirit. For the

law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made

thenl free from the law (the condemnation, the

power, and dominion,) of sin and death."t And

Mr Wesley himself asserts, that " the moment we

are justified by the grace of God, through the re-

demption that is in Jesus, we are also born of the

Spirit." And a little farther he tells us also, that

<* this new birth consists in that great change which

God works in the soul when he brings it into life

;

when he raises it from the death of sin to the life

of righteousness f§ that is, in the accurate language

of St Paul, when " Christ is formed in them the hope

of glory ."II

Hence we see that the justification here contend-

ed for does not involve any self-deception in the di-

vine mind, nor is there any necessity for God to ima-

* 1 John, i. 7. +2 Cor. v. 17. t Ro»i- viii- 1.-4<.

§ Sermon « On the Neto Birth" ||
Gal. iv. 19i
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gine " I am innocent or righteous, because Christ

is so ;" but in the moment he justifies me, he gives

me a new nature, which constitutes my soul, inno-

cent, holy, and acceptable in his sight. And al-

though this may not instantly prevail to the entire

conquest of all the principles of that carnal mind*

which long held me in subjection to the grievous

yoke of sin, yet it is amply sufficient to entitle me
to the character of " a child of God by faith in Je-

sus Christ ;"f and under a faithful and diligent cul-

tivation, to issue in my everlasting felicity.

We have now seen the nature of justification by

faith in Jesus Christ ; we have discovered the foun-

dation on which it rests to be the righteousness of

Christ : and we find that God is its author, and that

it is ordained of him to furnish his children with

a legal, as well as an evangelical title to salva-

tion. Let the captious Pharisee, who will have his

own righteousness to be the ground of his acceptance

with God, continue to treat this holy doctrine with

derision or contempt, and repose the hopes of his sal-

vation upon his rotten foundation ; but let the Me-
thodist, true to his original principles, build on a

surer foundation, even that tried stone which God
hath laid in Zion for our redemption. We know
that " whosoever believeth on him, with the heart

unto righteousness, shall not perish, but have ever-

lasting life !"1:

* See Mr Wesley's Sermon « On Sin in Believers"

+ Gal. iii. 26. + John. iii. 16.
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Section II.

—

Of Regeneration,

In commencing our researches into the nature and

influence of rej^eneration, we enter upon a region of

speculative divinity, which, without supernatural

aid, we should in vain attempt to explore. Not

only is the lamp of revelation requisite to guide our

footsteps in this intricate path, but the particular

influence and illumination of the spirit of God, and

a considerable degree of experience in the ways of

piety, are necessary to our forming true conceptions

concerning this fundamental doctrine of the gospel

of our salvation ; for without their aid we shall find

ourselves surrounded with impenetrable darkness,

and be in danger of stumbling at the very threshold

of Christianity.

It was the want of these, that caused Nicodemus

.although a master in Israel, and taught this doc-

trine by the Son of God himself, so grossly to mis-

take both its nature and mode of operation, as to

suppose it to consist in a repetition of natural and

carnal birth. Deplorably erroneous as were the no-

tions of this Jewish Rabbi, respecting regeneration,

they are nevertheless a fair sample of those w^hich

possess the minds of the generality of mankind, who

being earthly in their pursuits, and carnal in their

attachments, are incapable of discerning the deep

and, to them, mysterious doctrines connected w ith

* John, iii. 4.
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the conversion of the soul to God, and its final sal-

vation by the redemption that is in Jesus.

But this transaction, although illustrated by a

natural event of a material nature, is altogether

spiritual and intellectual in its process. And the

natural man, not having the eyes of his understand-

ing yet enlightened, can form no adequate concep-

tion of the nature or properties of a change to which

he is a total stranger ; although described to him in

the plainest language, he is still unable to compre-

hend it. Our Lord in his reply to Nicodemus inti-

mated this as the cause of his mistake. He assures

him that it was a spiritual birth, and not a natural

one of which he spake; adding, " that which is born

of the flesh is flesh, but that which is born of the

spirit is spirit."* As if he had said,—every off-'

spring partakes of the nature of its progenitor ;

flesh and blood are generated among mankind, but

he that is born from above, born of God, partakes

of a celestial nature ; it is holy, and spiritual, and

divine.

Now as God is the sole author of regeneration ;

as it is conducted throughout, and finally consum-

mated by the energy of his holy spirit ; it is plain

we "Cannot pretend to a full comprehension either of

the essential nature of the change here spoken of,

or of the mode by which it is accomplished. "The
wind (saith Jesus) bloweth where it listeth ; thou

hearest the sound thereof, but thou canst not tell

whence it cometh or whither it gocth : so is every

* John, iii. 6.
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one that is born of the spirit."* But although we
cannot define the essence of this change, yet we are

able, by the light of revelation, and the influence of

that spirit who is its divine author, to ascertain

some of the circumstances, to describe many of the

marks and tokens, and to trace out a portion of the

privileges, which characterise and distinguish this

happy and glorious introduction to tlie kingdom of

righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.

Passing by, therefore, the ignorance and carnality

of those who imagine " the new birth " to consist in

water baptism alone f , we proceed to consider it in

the light in which revelation and the experience of

the children of God have placed it. And first, Jesus

Christ hath declared in the most solemn manner,

•* Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be

born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."t

* Johiij iii. 16.

+ Although it is certain the Church of England does not

hold, that external haptism and inward regeneration are syno-

nymous terms ; yet she undoubtedly inculcates, that they are

simultaneous in their opei-ation. In the ritual for the " public

baptism of infants," we find the priest is enjoined at the conclu-

sion of the ceremony, to " give God thanks that it hath pleased

him to regenerate the infant, to receive him for his own child

by adoption^ and to incorporate him into the holy church." Pedo-

baptisjp certainly can do no harm ; but inasmuch as it is without

either precept or example in scripture, the accuracy of limiting

regeneration to this ceremony may be very justly questioned.

Mr Wesley appears to have supposed regeneration to be uni-

formly connected with, though certainly not entirely limited to

baptism.

X John, iii. 3.
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And again, " Except a man be born of water and

of the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdorn of

God."* Many are the commentaries which have

been made on these important and emphatic words.

The substance of those which are generally propa-

gated and sanctioned in the Methodist societies will

be found in the following extracts from the works of

some of the ablest writers that connexion has pro-

duced.

In the Rev. Mr Wesley's sermon upon this parti-

cular subject, we find the following summary of the

doctrine.

" The new birth is that great change which God
" works in the soul, when he brings it into life

;

" when he raises it from the death of sin into the

" life of righteousness. It is the change wrought
" in the whole soul, by the almighty spirit of God,
' when it is created anew in Christ Jesus, when it

*' is " renewed after the image of God in righteous-

*' ness and true holiness," when the love of the world

^ John iii. 5.—It is highly probable, that although elemenU

ary "vofiter may be here included, as " the outward and visibly

sign " of regeneration ; yet that the cleansing influences of the

holy spirit are primarily meant by the expression of voater in the

text. In Matt. iii. 11. it is said of Christ, that he should bap-

tise his disciples " with the Holy Ghost, and withj?re." Herb

the elen:ient fire is evidently used in a figurative sense, signify-

ing probably the powerful energy of that holy spirit when sub-

duing and melting down the stubborn hearts of obstinate and

rebellious sinners. So also, in the preceding passage, xtiater may

prefigure the more genial and purifying influences of grace upon

the yielding hearts of genuine penitents.—r(See this subject fur-

ther elucidated, John, iv. l*.)
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*' is changed into the love of God, pride into humili-

" ty ;
passion, (anger,) into meekness ; hatred, envy,

" malice, into sincere, tender disinterested, love for

" all mankind. In a word, it is that change where-
*' by the earthly, sensual, devilish mind, is turned

" into the mind which was in Christ Jesus."

The reverend and pious Mr Fletcher describes it

in much the same manner ; his expressions, how-

ever, are somewhat varied.

" It is, (saith he,) that great change by which a

" man passes from a state of nature to a state of

" grace. His natural birth had made him like to

" fallen Adam, the old man, against whom God had
'* pronounced the sentence of death. But his spi-

** ritual birth makes him like to Jesus Christ ; to

'* the new man, which is created according to God
** in righteousness and true holiness. He was born

" a child of wrath, proud, sensual, and unbelieving;

" but by regeneration, he is become a child and an
*• heir of God, and a joint heir with Christ. He is

" in Christ a new creature ; all the powers and fa-

** culties of his soul are renovated. In a word,

" Christ liveth in him, and he can say, " The life I

<* now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son
** of God who loved me and gave himself for

** me."* &c. &c.

* See Fletcher's Discourse on the New Birth ; originally writ-

ten in French, translated by Henry Moore (Dub. 1799.)

To the testimony of these illustrious commentators, now gone

to their eternal reward, let us add the no less accurate elucida-

tion of Doctor Adam Clarke, whose theological researches and

Kfiligious labours will prove a blessing to mankind, probably
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Now it is evident, that the entire process of re-

generation proceeds upon the presupposed fall, de-

pravity, and corruption of human nature. But in-

asmuch as this hath been shewn to be variously

understood in the Methodist connexion ; so alsd is

the doctrine of regeneration variously described

among us. For some suppose there is found in

every man who is in a salvable state, though in fact

Unconverted, the fundamental principle of that con-

version, which only requires cultivation and im-

provement to terminate in the production of every

fruit of holiness requisite to salvation, and issue in

the final attainment of eternal life. This, indeed,

they ascribe to the grace and love of God flowing

to man, through the redemption that is in Jesus

Christ ; but in a kind of general way, and much
in the same manner as the natural gifts and facul-

ties of soul and body are derived from the same

source. In short, they appear to believe that every

man possesses what may properly be termed a natu-

ral power to obey the divine commandments, to re-

pent of their sins, and believe the gospel at his plea-

sure ; the spirit of God being always ready (so far as

his influence may be necessary,) to co-operate with

while the world standeth. " The Neio Birth here spoken of,

comprehends not only what is termed justification or pardon,

but also sanctification or holiness. Sin must be pardoned, and

the impurity of the heart washed away, before any soul can

enter into the kingdom of God. As the Netv Birth implies the

renewing of the whole soul in righteousness and true holiness,

it is not a matter that may be dispensed with. Heaven is a

place of holiness, and nothing but what is like itself can ever

enter into it." (Clarke s Comnieiitary on this passage.)

Part I. m
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the sinner, and assist him in the work of conversion.

But it would appear, from this system of doctrine,

that by far the greater part of the work rests with

the sinner himself, who, it seems, has it completely

in his power to become a saint whenever he pleases;

only in consideration of the foolish and sinful ha-

bits he has long indulged, it will necessarily be a

work of some time and labour to get his heart

thoroughly converted to the ways of truth and holi-

ness. No extraordinary degree of divine influence,

however, is to be expected, or is indeed supposed to

be requisite to effect the great work of conversion ;.

and accordingly it is a principle held by the favour»

ers of this doctrine, " That God, prompted by hi*

own goodness, hath already done all that he possibly

can do, consistently with his own glory, for the pre-

sent happiness and final salvation of every humau

creature upon earth ; and that consequently no far-

ther interference of divine power* or influence need

* The writer of this, in close conversation with a preacher

who holds sentiments similar to those above described, has been

told jjoint blank, " That God never converted any man ; that if

we could prove that he ever converted one soul, we should

thereby lay all the blame of the unconversion, and consequent

destruction of every man who finally perishes, at God's door

;

who, it is plain, has given a proof by the conversion of that one

man, that he could, if he pleased, with equal ease convert and

save the whole world, which, it is plain he has not done : and that

this would both be a libel upon his goodness, and would com-

pletely establish the doctrines of election and reprobation."

Hence it plainly follows, that all prayers for the conversion of

individuals or nations, are nugatory, nay rather insulting ; inas-

much as that they would imply, 1st, that God had not already

1
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be expected to effect the conversion of any indivi-

dual ; although, as the divine spirit is omnipresent,

and is in fact the primum mobile of all physical, in-

tellectual, and moral power in the universe, his aid

in a general way cannot be excluded, particularly as

it is admitted, that *' God is loving to every man,

and his tender mercy is over all his works."

These sentiments are supported by arguments

drawn from scripture and reason. For the first, it

is said, " There is a spirit in man, and the inspira-

tion of the Almighty giveth them understanding."*

This is supposed to prove that every man is con-

stantly under such a degree of divine influence, as is

fully adequate, in conjunction with his own exertions,

to enable him, if je pleases, to secure his salvation

upon the gospel terms of faith and obedience. The
concurrence of his own will being the grand point

to be attained ; and that of this faculty every man
has the entire and uncontrolled disposal.

done all he could do towards the attainment of that end ; and,

2dly, that the determinations of the divine mind were subject

to alterations, at the intreaties or persuasions of men. And this

consequence being urged as the necessary result of the preced-

ing principles, it was acquiesced in by their supporter ; who,

however, subsequently admitted, that in answer to earnest soli-

citation, a longer space of time might possibly be given, wherein'

a sinner might have opportunity to repent if he pleased : but all

supernatural or extraordinary influence of grace, as the efficient

cause of conversion, was totally denied as equally incompatible

with the integrity of the divine nature, and the freedom of the

human will. This is indeed driving our Arminian principles

to a great extent, but probably not fartJier than they will fairly

admit of.

* Job, xxxii. 8.
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It is, say they, upon these principles that the com-

mandments of God are indiscriminately issued to all

mankind, and which necessarily implies a power in

each individual to keep and fulfil those command-
ments, otherwise it would be but a mere mockery*

in God to enjoin their performance. That accord-

ingly when God said to the Jews by his prophet*,

" Wash you, make you clean, put away the evil of

your doings from before my eyes ; cease to do evil>

learn to do well," &;c. it implies that all men have the

power of conversion inherent in themselves; and that

this, and this only, is the legitimate mode of obtain-

ing reconciliation with God, under the Christian, as

well as the Jewish dispensation. For St James hath

also said, "Cleanse your hands ye sinners, and purify

your hearts ye double minded.*' f Reasoning thus

upon the subject, they say, God is unchangeably the

same ; he ever did, and ever will hate sin, and there-

fore the man who comes to him, and expects to find

favour with him, must put away all sin both inward

and outward ; he must bring with him " clean hands

and a pure heart," as the indispensable condition of

a favourable reception with a God of infinite holiness,

and of unspotted purity.

How far these and similar principles which appear

to be rapidly gaining ground in the Methodist con-

nexion, at least in Ireland, do or do not comport

Avith what is usually styled " The gospel plan of sal-

vation," or whether, if those legal terms and condi-

tions of salvation, are found incompatible with the

evangelical principles of the New Testament dis-

* Isaiah, i. 16,-17. t James, iv. 8.
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pensation, it might be most adviseable to abandon

these last, and recur to the old Jewish plan of refor-

mation, in preference to the short and easy method

of redemption proposed in the gospel of Christ ; the

writer of this does not here take upon him to deter-

mine. He submits these questions to the wisdom

and piety of his brethren, and particularly to those

whose rank and office in the connexion render them

the legitimate censors and guardians of the doctrines

taught amongst us. But as the subject is one of the

very first importance to the interests of the church

of God, it appears to demand serious investigation,

and prompt decision.

At first view, those principles would seem to mi-

litate against the common opinion, that all man-

kind are dead in trespasses and in sins, destitute

both of the power and inclination either to love or

serve God, being in fact without God, without

faith, without hope, and without love ; and that

consequently the particular and special exertion of

divine grace and power is absolutely necessai-y in

behalf of every soul of man, to accomplish his con-

version, and restore him to the image and favour of

God, without which the man must remain as he was,

alienated in heart and life from God, treading the

broad road to destruction, totally helpless, hopeless,

miserable, and, to all intents and purposes, a damned
man in the esteem of God*.

• These sentiments are unquestionably the basis of the doc-

trines originally propagated by the Methodist preachers, and

may be traced through all the primitive writings of Mr Wesley,

particularly in his Sermons, Notes on the New Testament, and
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The latter sentiments are certainly the most pre-

valent in the connexion at present, so far as they

apply to the states of adults, who it is readily ac-

knowledged have " all sinned and come short of the

glory of God." So far as the question concerns the.

regeneration of infants, it bears a very different

aspect, as we shall soon perceive. As they are in-

capable of actual transgression, so their imbecile

minds are disqualified for the perception or improve-

ment of regenerating grace. But the intellectual

powers of an adult are susceptible of that process

which appears necessary to the accomplishment of

the great and important work of regeneration, and

•which evidently requires the co-operation of all the

powers of the soul. The understanding must be

convinced of the necessity of conversion, as a pre-

lude to salvation; the passions must be wrought up-

on by the fear of eternal punishment on the one

hand, and the hope of everlasting life on the other,

in order to produce repentance and sorrow for sin,

which terminates in abandoning the yoke of Satan,

Hymns. All these, more or less, contain the sentiment expressed

in these strong lines of the Rev. Charles Wesley :

" Damned, till by Jesus saved thou art,

Till Jesus' blood hath washed thy heart.

Thou canst not find the gate of heaven!

"

Whether Mr John Wesley subsequently departed in any de-

gree from his first principles ; and whether, in particular, by the

publication of the celebrated minutes of 1770, he inadvertently

laid the foundation of principles hostile to the true evangelical

doctrines of grace, under the christian dispensation, will beth&

subject of future inquiry.
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and an uniform dedication of the powers of soul and

body to the service and glory of God. The judgment

must approve of the plan of salvation proposed for its

adoption ; the will must determine on the acceptance

of redemption, on the terms laid down in the gospel;

while the affections embrace the promises, and by an

act of vigorous faith the man receives a sensible com-

munication of the pardoning love of God, which is

shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost given un-

to him,—thus obtaining redemption in the blood of

Christ, even the forgiveness of his sins, he truly re-

joices in hope of the glory of God. And walking

thenceforward in the commandments ofhisGodand

Saviour, under the influence of his grace and holy

Spirit, the true believer is enabled to perfect holiness

in the fear and love of God ; and, persevering in the

paths of righteousness, his faith and loving obedience

are ultimately crowned with glory, honour, and eter-

nal life.

This process appears both scriptural and rational.

It comports with our best views of the divine na-

ture, and of the glorious plan of salvation, as found-

ed in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and de-

veloped in the oracles of inspiration. We see its

beauty, we admire its consistency, and acknowledge

it every way worthy of its great author, admirably^

calculated to advance the glory of our great Re-

deemer, and exactly suited to the necessities of his

redeemed people.

But how can this or any thing similar to it be ap-

plied to, or accomplished in the tender and imbecile

minds of infants ? And yet on the popular prin-
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ciples, which ascribe the propagation of sin to hu-

man nature, would not some such process appear in-?

dispensably necessary ? Can a being, the essence of

whose nature is contaminated with hereditary guilt

and moral pollution, be eligible to the joys of hea-

ven ? A legitimate heir of that glory, for which ab-

solute and perfect holiness is an indispensable qua-

lification ; and to which positive righteousness is thq

only acknowledged title ? No : It is evident, in that

state, no infant can be eligible to everlasting life.

Admitting its initial redemption from the imputed

guilt of Adam's transgression, and from the curse

entailed on his posterity by his act of disobedience,,

to be complete,—it yet remains to shew how the in-

fant's mind is purged from the pollution of heredi-

tary corruption, and whence it derives that righ^

eousness of person and character which alone can

constitute it an eligible and legitimate heir of im-

mortal glory.

In the consideration of this question, three points

of importance present themselves to our view, de^

manding our decision . We presuppose an infant

born of degenerate parents, having a corrupt and

malignant nature, under a curse of disobediences^

and without the shadow of a qualification for im-

mortal felicity. This infant we nevertheless con-

fess to be an undoubted heir of glory, and dying in

a state of absolute imbecility and insensibility, its

happy spirit is ushered by angels into the presence^

of its God.—The three points then to be attained

are. Redemption from curse, as the foundation qf

exemption jfrom punishment ; Holiness of ji^ture.
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as a qualification for celestial enjoyment; and the

ascription of Jlight^Qusness as the title to eternal

life.

For the first of these, viz. Redemption froni curse,

we are fully agreed that, " as in Adam all die, so in

Christ shall all be made alive." The great atoning

sacrifice of Christ initially redeems all the posterity

ofAdam from the imputed guilt of his transgression.

The second, Holiness of nature, involves some doubt,

and upon this we divide. As it hath already been

shewn in a preceding section, a large majority of our

people zealously contend (as if the glory of God and
the present and eternal felicity of the souls of in-

fants were inseparably connected with it,) for the

uniform propagation of hereditary corruption in hu-

man nature*. While some others, but few in corn-

• As our object is not to foster prejudice, but to ascertain

and vindicate truth, it is highly necessary in the investigation of

any point of doctrine, to turn it on every side, to look at it ia

ajl its bearings, and with patience and candour to appreciate its

real merit by the acknowledged criterions of orthodoxy. With
this view let us put to ourselves the questions which follow.—If,

as i$ generally supposed, original sin, propagated as an active

principle in the soul, be the efficient cause of the universal pre-

valence of evil, will not this exonerate mankind from much of

the responsibility which would otherwise attach to their dispo-

sitions and actions, as moral agents in a state of probation ?

For really if our nature be radically evil, or if evil be so closely

interwoven with its fabric as is generally believed, it would ap-

pear unreasonable to expect any good fruit from so corrupt a
tree. Yet we find God both expects and demands it ( See Jer.

ii. 2—Isaiah, v. 4;.)

We say the infant is overwhelmed with a domineering bias

to evil, pervading and subjecting all his intellectual and meral
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parison, venture to stem the tide of popular opinion,

or perhaps of popular prejudice; and presume to

think it possible that all the apparent depravity

found in human nature, may be the result merely of

the impossibility of propagating either the know-

ledge or the love of God, or the wisdom and expe-

rience requisite to acquire or retain either of these

divine blessings, for the want of which the expand-

ing powers of the infantile mind, however innocent

powers ; yet we expect him to love and serve God ! Does this

present a fair state of probation, such as we might expect

from the equity, the goodness, and the mercy of God? Can

a helpless indiscriminating infant change his nature, or can

he act in direct opposition to it ? Certainly not ! Where then

should the blame of his cupidity be laid? Upon Adam?
No ; by no means. No, not even if we could prove the actual

and regular propagation of sin in all its malignity from Adam
to ourselves. For God took up human nature in its fallen estate

instantly upon the first transgression, and he then undertook its

redemption from the guilt and power of sin. The responsibility

therefore, of propagating a species'overwhelmed with moral evil,

is taken off our first parents, and if fixed any where, must rest

with God ! But the question then arises. Was not God bound

by his well-known attributes as the wise and gracious governor

of the universe, either to extract the poison of sin from the hu-

man soul (if ever it were susceptible of propaga,tion,) or to ex-

tinguish the species at once ? which, if the propagation of sin

could not be prevented, would appear by far the most merciful

and the wisest plan ! I know a preacher, a man of first rate un»

derstanding and talents, who objected to marrying on this very

ground. He thought he should be the instrument of propagating

creatures alienated from God in their original state ; and that,

therefore, the chance of their salvation was too small to justify

the risk of propagation ! His conclusion was surely justified by

his premises, but his premises wanted proof.
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or holy in its origin, must of necessity (without a

miraculous interposition,) be led away and subdued

by the subtle temptations and powerful allurements

with which its enfeebled nature is every where as-

sailed.

The scriptures no where speak positively either of

the original corruption, or of the regeneration of in-

fants. But we know from their exposure to sufferings

But a remedy is supposed to be provided for this direful con-
'

tagion of sin, in the grace of God infused into the minds ofinfants.

A remedy raethinks ought to cure the disease, to entitle it to that

name. But does this infused grace eradicate the disease of cor-

ruption from the liuman soul ? You perceive it does not ; for sin-

ful dispositions still appear, and sinful actions result from .them.

But what is the nature of this grace, and what is its mode of ope-

ration ? Does it spontaneously transform the soul into the divine

image ; or does it merely exhibit the excellency of virtue to the

understanding, and propose its practice to the will, without pre-

tending to influence the choice ? Does it convince the judg-

ment, and engage the affections in the service of religion ? You

know the mind of an infant is incapable of this rational and dis-

criminating process. If, therefore, grace requires such a ra-

tional and moral process to give it effective influence, it is plain

it cannot operate upon the minds of new-born infants, to ac-

complish in them that regeneration, which, under the idea of

hereditary sin, would be indispensably necessary to their sal-

vation.

Hence it is plain that if the work of regeneration is requisite

to qualify an infant for the enjoyment of the kingdom of God
(which, however, it would be difficult to prove from scripture,

John, iii. 3.-5. evidently applying only to adults ;) but if it be

requisite for infants, it must proceed upon principl(?s entirely

different from those by which an adult experiences that blessing.

In fact, it must operate in a way altogether mysterious and in-

comprehensible to us, seeing revelation is totally silent upon the

point. But it appears at, least more rational to believe, that the
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and sorrow, and their liability to death, that they

are involved in at least a part of the curse of Adam

;

they partake of all the natural evil inflicted on the

human race in consequence of his transgression. But

original sin formed no part of that curse. God never

inflicted sin as a punishment on any of his creatures ;

to assert this would be to make God directly the

moral corruption of an intelligent Being, placed in a state of

probation, and under a covenant of redemption, should rather

be ascribed to the voluntary perversion of its rational powers in

concurrence with temptation, than to any imposed depravity in-

herent in its nature. And so also it would appear most congruous

to the divine economy ofgrace, that the regeneration of that be-

ing, should be accomplished by its own consent, and through

the co-operation of its moral faculties. From these considera-

tions we perceive that the doctrines of hereditary corruption,

apd the regeneration of infants, are burthencd with difficulties

insuperable to finite capacities, and involved in a shade of ob-

ecurity, impenetrable by any powers that we are possessed of.

To decide upon the point is therefore beyond our sphere
; yet

it appears reasonable to believe, from the degree of evidence

we possess, either that sin, as a positive principle, is not suscep-

tible of propagation, or, if susceptible of it, that the atoning

merits of Christ interposing, extracts the moral poison from

the germ ofhuman nature, and infuses those qualities into every

soul of man in its initial state, which we know are requisite to

prepare it for the enjoyment of that kingdom, of which it is the

legitimate and acknowledged heir. That is, the seed of eternal

life, which, if the infant die in that state, will expand, bloom, and

flourish in the happier soil of the celestial regions, through a

glorious eternity ; but, if spared to encounter the blasts oftemp-

tation in this " howling wilderness " of earth, it may sink under

the unequal contest, and leave its once happy subject, a pi*ey to

all the horrors of guilt, pollution, and misery ! Then, indeed, a

total regeneration becomes indispensably necessary to salva»

tiOA.
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author of sin, • which is blasphemy of the highest

rank : and it is but one step below this to assert,

that he permits its propagation in the hearts of his

redeemed children, who are the heirs of salvation.

Therefore, it yet remains for the advocates of this

doctrine to demonstrate its consistency with the

wisdom, goodness, and holiness of the divine nature.

For if God hath done this, it must be either will-

ingly or unwillingly ; if willingly, then he wishes

for, and delights in that pollution, misery, and dam-

nation of his rational creatures, which is supposed

to be derived from this prolific source; but if unwill-

ingly, then is God unable to save his redeemed off-

spring from the dominion of sin and Satan, and the

covenant of redemption fails in its foundation.

But we must not rashly impute discrepances of

this kind to the divine nature. God is a being of

inconceivable perfection ; and his love of holiness,

the propagation of which is so intimately connected

* The following passage is extracted from the works of the

Rev. Mr Fletcher. In what part of the writings of that vene-

rable divine it originally appeared, the author has not been able

to ascertain ; but he finds it cited in a controversial essay in the

Methodist Magazine for October 1810, (Dub. edit. p. 454. ) " If

sin (said Mr Fletcher,) is a real thing, or a positive moral crook-

edness of the will of a sinner, and, as such, has a positive

cause, can that positive cause be any other than the self-perver-

sion of free will, or the impelling decree of a sin-ordaining

God ?" Certainly not. And thei-efore it cannot be susceptible

of propagation. And when St Paul says, (Rom. v. 19.) " By
one man's disobedience many were made sinners," he cannot

mean that those many were forced into the actual commission

of sin by the disobedience of Adum, but merely, 1st, That they

were subjected to part of the penalties due to the transgression
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with his own glory, united with his tender compas-

sion for the human race, certainly justify the pre-

sumption, that he would be led by those divine

attributes to permit the propai^ation of the human
species, under such circumstances only, as would

have the happiest tendency to facilitate their salva-

tion, and promote their temporal and eternal felicity,

and at the same time exhibit the glorious perfections

of his own nature to the best advantage ; thereby

gratifying (if we may be allowed the expression,)

the benignity and purity of his own mind, and ex-

citing the just praise and well-founded admiration

of angels and men. How far the propagation of

sin is calculated to promote these views, it behoves

the zealous advocates of that doctrine to shew.

From the testimony of revelation, however^ we
are certain, that Jesus sanctified the state of infancy

by passing through it himself ; and as his life and

death have already been proved to he entirely vica-

rious, it is plain he hath meritoriously purchased

of their first parents, as being his lineal posterity ; and, 2dly,

That they were thereby placed in such a situation of debility,

exposure, and general peccability, as rendered them still more

liable to be seduced into actual transgression than even their

first parents were, when invested with their original purity, wis-

dom, and fortitude. But to counteract, as it were, even this

state of danger and distress, he immediately adds what fixes the

sense of the words as above described : " So by the obedience of

one shall many, be made righteous." Not forced into actual

righteousness, but redeemed from the curse entailed by sin on

the posterity of Adam, and initially justified before a righteous

and holy God, through the redeeming grace of our Lord Jesus

Christ.
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everlasting life for the innocent offspring of Adam*.

Conscious of this, our blessed Lord scruples not to

produce these redeemed souls, as the first fruits of

his divine mediation. He honoured infants by per-

mitting them to be tlie first martyrs, who suffered in

his righteous cause; and he hesitates not to exhibit

them as the specimens of his redeeming grace, and

patterns of that nature, which is essential to the en-

joyment of his eternal kingdom.

But although infants are redeemed from the curse

in which, as the posterity of fallen and disobedient

parents, they were involved, and are possessed of

such a nature and such capacities, however they may
acquire them, as qualify them for the enjoyment of

• In the venerable and pious Mr Fletcher's " Last Chech, or

Polemical Essay," we find the following note on this subject.

** Between Adamic and Christian perfection, we place the gra-

cious innocence of little children ! They are not only full of

peccability, like Adam, but debilitated in all their animal and

rational faculties, and, of consequence, fit to become an easy

prey to every temptation, through the weakness of their reason,

and the corruption of their concupiscible and irascible powers.

Nevertheless, till they begin personally to prefer moral evil to

moral good, we may consider them as graciously innocent. I say

graciously iunocent, because if we consider them in the seed of

the fallen Adam, we find them naturally the children of wrath,

and under the curse ; but if we consider them in the seed ofthe

woman, which was promised to Adam and to his posterity, we
find them graciously placed in a state of redemption and evan-

gelical salvation. For the free gift, which is come upon all men
to justification, belongs first to them, Christ having sanctified in-

fancy first. And therefore we do not scruple to say after our

Lord, " of such is the kingdom of heaven." Now, the kingdom of

heaven is not of sinners as sinners, but as little children, as be-

ing inaocent through the free gift ; or of adults, as being peni-
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celestial glory ; still their title to that glory must

be sought for in a deeper fountain than we have

yet explored. The atoning blood of their great Re-

deemer washes them from the imputed guilt of

Adam's transgression, and rescues them from the

vengeance of an offended judge, who, in the death

of the transgressor, seeks the vindication of his right-

eous law. And his gracious and holy spirit at some

period or other, unquestionably imparts to them

those qualifications which are indispensably necessary

for enjoying the society of heaven, and intercourse

with the fountain of life and salvation ; that im-

mortal felicity of the redeemed in the kingdom of

their God and Father. But both these might exist

tent, that is, turned from their sins to Christ." {Polemical Essai/,

Section 2.)

Here the title of infants to eternal life, is clearly and accu-

rately stated, and it is laid on its proper foundation. But Mr
Fletcher had imbibed the popular notion of the propagation of

sin. Hence he speaks of the (hereditary) « corruption of their

concupiscible and irascible powers." But Mr F. gives us no clue

to discover how dying infants are delivered from this " corrup-

tion," which is certainly incompatible with a full qualification

for the kingdom of God. As the very able arguments of this

essay completely demonstrate the necessity of perfect holiness

in order to salvation, and at the same time reprobate the idea

of a death-purgatory,—it is somewhat extraordinary, that that

zealous advocate for christian perfection in adults should have

left those infantile heirs of salvation in the mire of sensual cor-

ruption and spiritual depravity, without the slightest intimation

of a way for their escape ? The truth of God, which declares that

"without holiness no man shall see the Lord," applies equally

to infants as to adults. How the former are to attain this ho-

liness, while their hearts are full of hereditary corruption, h
t\}e grand question which yet remains unanswered.
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without any feasible claim on the joys of heaven.

As in the case of adults, so in that of infants also,

redemption from curse merely exonerates them from

punishment. And holiness of nature is a privilege

derived from that redemption ; it is itself an impor-

tant and invaluable blessing, carrying with it its own

reward in the present felicity which it imparts to its

happy possessor : and this demands the endless tri-

bute of thanksgiving and praise to the author of

every good and perfect gift *.

Allowing, therefore, redemption from curse and

holiness of nature their full effect in promoting our

final salvation, we ask. What do they do for us ?

They merely place us again on even ground with

our adversaries, they restore to us that innocence and

holiness which were lost by our first parents, and

by them forfeited on behalf of their posterity. They

put us in a capacity for working out our own salva-

tion upon gospel principles, by a dedication of the

* That infants still personally suffer sickness, pain, and death,

in consequence of their descent from those on whom those

pains were originally inflicted, is too obvious to be controvert-

ed. But these sufferings are not now penal in their operation up-

on infants, nor marks of God's present displeasure against them.

On the contrary, they are " blessings in disguise," for, under the

covenant ofredemption and grace, they allwork together for good

to those legitimate heirs of salvation. Above all, death is requi-

site to their admission to glory, seeing <' flesh and blood cannot

inherit the kingdom of God." Therefore, this corruptible body

must put on incorruption, and this mortal must be exchanged for

immortality, and then shall be brought to pass in them the saying

that is written, '< Death is swallowed up in victory i" (1 Cor,

XV. 50,-54..)

Part I. n
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united powers of soul and body to the glory of God.

For God indeed hath promised " eternal life to those

who, by a patient continuance in well doing", seek for

glory, honour, and immortality."* But failing in

this, neither our initial redemption from the curse

of Adam's transgression, nor our restoration to the

image of God, would avail for our final salvation, or

give us a title to the kingdom of giory. But dying

infants do fail in the performance even of that evan-

gelical condition of eternal salvation f. Not indeed

voluntarily, but providentially ; God by his provi-

dence cutting them off from the opportunity of thus

working out their own salvation, even on the most

evangelical principles. It therefore appears to be

incumbent upon his goodness and truth, in the full

accomplishment of the blessings entailed on the pos-

terity of Adam by the covenant of redemption, to pro-

vide those objects of his tender love with such a title

to glory, as can not only be recognised by his wisdom

and mercy, but sanctioned by his truth and justice.

* Rom. ii. 7.

t It is generally supposed, that infants dying in that state

possess a vast advantage over those who are spared to years of

maturity, because the salvation of the former is secured upon a

foundation which cannot fail ; whereas that of the latter is upon

Arminian principles (and these the Methodists have generally

embraced,) a most precarious and uncertain thing. Upon that

scheme, the hope of the future salvation of any human being is

suspended principally upon the rectitude of the will, the inte-

grity of the heart, and fidelity of the life ofeach individual. The

grace of God indeed is admitted as laying the foundation in the

mediation of Christ, iipori which the efficacy of these virtues re-

poses. But this does not supersede their necessity to salvation.
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And this, if we do not greatly mistake the gospel

plan of salvation, God hath done in the personal

righteousness of their vicarious head and representa-

tive Jesus Christ. Incapable indeed of apprehend-

ing this by their incipient mental powers, or of em-

bracing it by an act of faith, God imputes that right-

eousness to them for their justification, which esta-

blishes their claim on the joys of an endless felicity ;

and Jesus himself confirms it in those remarkable

words, founded on the merits of his own immaculate

and righteous life, " Father, I will that they also

whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am,;

that they may behold my glory."* For if when

these offspring of a degenerate stock, contained in

the loins of their fallen parents, were judicially es-

teemed as the enemies of God, and as such subject-

ed to a curse ; if, even in that state of initial guilt

and condemnation, they were reconciled to God by

the death of his Son, much more, being so reconciled,

they shall be saved by his lifef. For in his life as

Now, admitting the universal depravity and corruption ofhuman

nature in its original state, none of these virtues can spontaneously

flow from it, but the reverse of them all. Yet St Paul seems

to argue (Rom. ii. 14,-15.) that there is a power inherent in the"

human soul of conscientious fidelity, adequate to the production

of that righteousness, which under the Gentile dispensation

would issue in final salvation. Let us observe, that St Paul ex-

pressly ascribes this to their nature ; they " do by imture the

things contained in the law." From whence it would appear,

that the evils prevalent in the world are the result rather of our

extreme peccability, than of a positively corrupt nature, pro-

pagated with our animal frame.

* John, xvii. 24. t Romans, v. 10.
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^ell as in his death, are the living members of Christ

deeply interested for their title to glory.

From what has been said upon this subject, it

would appear evident that the regeneration of in-

fants, if necessary to their salvation, and practicable

upon the dormant and enveloped powers of their im-

becile minds, must proceed upon principles to which

we are altogether strangers; and which consequently

lie beyond the sphere of our rational powers to dis-

cuss. But as the divine agency cannot be excluded

from the propagation of the human species, it is

most congenial to our reason, and most honourable

to the Deity to suppose, he would by virtue of " the

redemption that is in Jesus," retrace upon every hu-

man soul in its actual formation, and while yet the

embryo of future existence, the lineaments of his own
lovely image; thus constituting them meet and eli-

gible subjects of that inheritance in glory, which is

purchased for them by the son of his love.

The regeneration of adults is quite another ques-

tion, and almost entirely unconnected with that of

infants. In speaking of this important and necessary

change, we tread on sure ground. The words of the

Son of God already cited, " Except a man be born

again he cannot see the kingdom of God," establish

the fact beyond the possibility of controversy. And
this is fully confirmed by the universal corruption of

all mankind. For as it was in the days of Noah,

so it has been ever since, and will be while the pre-

sent state of things exist. Still, as all flesh have

corrupted, so they will corrupt their ways upon the
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•

•earth*. But then, they do this themselves ; they

must not lay the blame of their corruption either

upon God or upon Adam. If the Antideluvians could

have urged the propagation of sin as a domineering

power in their souls, as the efficient cause of their

rebellion against God, their righteous judge could

not have been just in the infliction of that signal

punishment wherewith he visited their enormous

crimes. Nor could he with truth and justice have

charged their corruption home upon themselves, as

he hath expressly done. *' All flesh, (saith the in-

spired author,) had corrupted his way upon the

earth."

St Paul, in his epistle to the Romansf, gives us a

true and lively picture of this universal corruption ;

yet in it he throws not out the slightest hint that it

proceeded from hereditary vice, but altogether from

the voluntary abuse of those powers, and the wilful

extinction of that light, by which the true knowledge

of God, and of the ways of piety, was once convey-

ed to their souls. It was they themselves who per-

versely " changed the truth of God into a lie." But

were these people, who maybe taken as a fair sample

of the heathen world, totally void of all spiritual life,

destitute both of the inclination and power to return

to God, to reclaim their hearts, reform their lives,

and thus reconciling themselves to a God of mercy

and truth, obtain a full restoration to the favour and

image of their creator ? If they 'were capable of

doing this upon heathenish principles, unaided by

* Genesis, vi. 12. t Romans, L 18.-32.
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the light of revelation, and without any knowledge

of the person or offices of the only mediator between

God and man, " the man Christ Jesus," then tlieir

case was not altogether desperate ; they still were

within the reach of mercy, upon principles suited to

the dark dispensation under which they lived.

• But whatever possibility there might have been of

their restoration to the favour and image ofGod, yet

according to the testimony of scripture, there appear-

ed small probability of such an event ever taking

place. Witness the language of St Paul addressed

to men who had beeii in precisely similar circum-

stances, when the regenefrating power of divine grace

visited them, as the day spring froni oh high ; and

the Son of Righteousness arose upon their diseas-

ed souls with healing in his wings. " Remember,

(saith he to the believers at Ephesus) that ye being

in time past Gentiles in the flesh, that at that, time

ye were without Christ, being aliens from the com-

monwealth of Israel, and strangers from the cove-

nants of promise, having no hope,-and without Gad
iri the world." And again, " You hath he quickened

who were dead in trespasses and sins, wherein in

time past, ye walked according to the course of this

world, according to the spirit which worketh in the

children of disobedience, in the^lusts of the flesh, ;and

were, by nature*, the children of wrath everi as

* Nature here means the habit, practice, and example of

their former course of life; but St Paul does not assert that .they

were born children of wrath ; for all men are born undei' a co-

venant ofredemption, in the favour of God, justified by the blood

and righteousness of Christ, and heirs' ot his eterrtal kingdom.
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others," * &:c. And as:^ain " Having the understand-

ing darkened, being alienated from the life of God,

through the ignorance that is in them because of the

blindness of their hearts ; who, being past feeling,

have given themselves over to lasciviousness, to work

all uncleanness with greedinessf.

Such is the picture which an inspired apostle has

drawn of unre^enerated men : and these)are essenti-

ally the same in every age and country, whether un-

der the Jewish, the Heathen, or the Christian dispen-

sation. Now if these persons are not totally deprived

of all spiritual powerto break off their sins and return

to God,if every particle of divine grace is not expung-

ed from their hearts, and every spark of the life of

God extinguished in their souls, (which many will

contend is the case,) yet still it must be confessed,

the powers of their souls are torpid and paralysed by

the power of sin, their understandings are so darken-

ed, and their judgments so infatuated by the influ-

ence of Satan, that neither power nor inclination are

apparent in them to break off their sins, to repjent

and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ with the heart

unto righteousness. Their souls if not physically

dead, are nevertheless morally and spiritually dead

to God, and lying under the sentence of eternal

So in Romans, ii. 14. (as noticed above,) we read of those faith-

ful heathens who did " by nature" the things contained in the

law of God. These persons being faithful to the hght of their

dispensation, were witnesses of the power of redeeming grace

manifested in them, without any explicit knowledge either of

the law of Moses or the gospel of Christ.

* Ephesians, ii. 1.-3.-12. t Ephesians, iv. 18.-19-



200 INQUIRY INTO THE

death. If spiritual life is not entirely extinct, it is

so completely dormant and iner-t, that its possessor

is insensible of its existence, and consequently un»

influenced by its operation.

Now the question recurs, Are these men suscep-

tible of regeneration, and upon what principles does

that divine process take place in their souls? Is there

yet concealed in their deserted sin-sick souls, the la-

tent seed of a future reformation of heart and life ;

the germ of an ultimate salvation, which only awaits

the vivifying beams of the sun of righteousness, and

the fertilising showers of divine grace, to enable it

to blossom as the rose, and to bring forth fruit unto

perfection ? Or as others will have it, which only

awaits the fiat of the sinner's will, co-operating with

the grace and spirit of God, already given him, or

within his reach; to enable it to expand in the abun-

dant fruits of righteousness and true holiness ? Is

this the regeneration for which we as Methodists

are contending ?

In reply to this question, without pretending to

an accurate and decided definition of every senti-

ment entertained and propagated in the Methodist

connexion upon this point of doctrine, we may pro-

bably say with truth ; first, that although the term

regeneration appears to imply a complete renovation

of soul, the impartation of a new and heavenly

nature, and, as St Paul expressly asserts, " a new

creation ;"* yet it does not necessarily follow, that

every spark of divine grace was previously extin-

• 2 Corinthians, v. 17.
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guished in the soul, or that our nature was com-

pletely and essentially incapacitated for loving and

serving God, although debilitated and disabled by

the effects of sin. For it is by the same physical,

intellectual, and rational powers, which we possess

in a state of unconversion, that we must love and

serve God in our regenerated state*.

But, secondly, admitting that every spark of the

grace of God was extinguished in the heart, and

that (notwithstanding the physical and intellectual

powers of the soul remain the same they ever were,)

yet that all moral capacity, as well as inclination to

love and serve God, was extinct, and the soul in the

strongest and most literal sense, morally dead in

trespasses and sins ; still, even in this case, we dare

not say the salvation of such a man is beyond the

reach of the mercy, grace, and power of God to ac-

* It is an important fact, supported by the soundest principles

of reason and religion, that human nature, either in its infantile

or adult state, is not naturally or physically incapacitated for

loving and serving God ; but it is morally disqualified for that

love and service. In the former state by natural imbecility,

ignorance, and peccability : and in the latter, by the same im-

perfections under new modifications, combined with the actual

presence and power of sin, imbibed, and operating as an active

principle in the soul, the faculties of which are voluntarily sub-

jected to its baneful influence. This principle receives a mor-

tal wound in the act of regeneration ; and it gradually declines

as the renovated soul advances in the knowledge and love of

God, being thereby transformed into the moral image of God.

The Methodists generally believe in the final extinction of sin

jn this life, as essential to salvation. They also believe this to

be for a considerable time not only gradual and progressive,

but ultimately instantaneous
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complish. He appears, on the contrary, to be still

an eligible subject for the regenerating- power of the

grace of God, and of the quickening influence of his

holy spirit, whereby he may be raised " from a death

of sin, to a life of holiness and righteousness." " For

if any man be in Christ, there is in him a new crea-

tion : old things are passed away, behold all things

are become new." But this new creation superadds

nothing to the essential qualities of our original na-

ture: it is grafted upon that nature, into which it in-

fuses a new and divme principle of life, and which

it thereby renovates, sanctifies, and redeems from

the guilt, the power, and the nature of sin, and sows

in our hearts the seeds of present holiness, as the

pledge of future glory.

Hence we finally conclude, that regeneration is

that glorious and efficacious work of the holy spirit

of God in the heart of a sinner, whereby he is led,

first, to a knowledge of his miserable state, both by

nature and practice*, to discover that he is a fallen,

* We have already seen that the evils entailed upon the pos-

terity of Adam are both natural or corporeal, and spiritual or

moral. In the former are ranked, pain, toil, necessity, sickness,

and death. In the latter we perceive, nescience, imbecility, ex-

posure to temptation, and extreme peccability. But hereditary

sin comes not into the catalogue of human misery without farther

proof. The original rectitude of human nature was calculated

for the enjoyment of fehcity in the meridian of an earthly pa-

radise. But it failed in its first effort to resist the assault of

temptation. It appears to have been suited to a state of rest

and tranquilHty, but not calculated to support a successful war

against the allurements of sense, and the seductions of vanity.

This nature in its propagated state, is qualified for the enjoyment
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and most miserable being", while destitute of the

knowledge and love of God in his soul ; and that

the wages of that sin, in the power and practice of

which he has long lived, is everlasting death. Se-

condly, whereby he is led to lament his alienation

from the true source of felicity, to repent of those

sins which have long separated his soul from God

;

and to repose a well-founded confidence in the mercy

of God, through the merits of his Redeemer, for the

forgiveness of all his sins, and the restoration of

his sin-sick soul to the favour and image of his ador-

able creator. And, thirdly, whereby he is actually

put in possession of that mercy and grace he stands

in need of; that inward kingdom of righteous-

Jiess, peace, and joy, which are the testimonials of

his adoption into the family of heaven, and of his

becoming an heir of eternal glory. Mean time,-God

/ " .; ' 'v'' .f';hrr't;f{D')>3fl] iitt/i'i .;!'•:. J ^;i jl

of a celestial paradise, which appears to be the soil and atmos-

phere properly calculated to nourish its tender branches, and

preserre its incipient blossoms from the rude blasts of tempta-

tion, and. the nipping frosts of sin. In this state, it is far less

capable of sustaining hostility, with security to itself, than it was

in the maturity of Adamic perfection. Hence the almost uni-

form seduction of infants into the ways of sin aVid death. We
say almost uniform, because instances can be adduced of their

entire preservation from the pollution of sin. But their own

extreme debility, and the imperfections both natural and moral

under which they labour, demonstrate that such preservation

roust be the result of supernatural aid and divine inspiration.

John the Baptist, who upited as it were' the Jewish and Christian

dispensations in his own person, furnishes a case in point. For

he was filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb.

(Luke i. 15.) ji\ .o-
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sends forth the spirit of his Son into his heart, to

bear witness to the truth of this glorious change,

and to seal the heir of glory with the spirit of adop-

tion, unto the day of his eternal redemption ; that

holy spirit testifying to his spirit that he is passed

from death unto life, and become the child of Goji

by faith in the Son of his love. And now the sinner

becomes a saint : the child of wrath and heir of hell

becomes the adopted son of God, and the heir of an

eternal weight of glory : the former slave of sin be-

comes the willing servant of God ; and, abounding

in the fruits of holiness, both in his heart and in his

life, he finds the end of his faith and patience, his

resignation and zeal, his fidelity and love, shall be

Everlasting life in the mansions of celestial glory,

prepared for the redeemed children of God from the

foundation of the world*.

It is plain, from these characteristics of the " New
Birth," that as man is the subject, so God is the au-

thor of this great and glorious work. Every portion

of it is the operation of his holy spirit ; it is carried

on and accomplished not only under his divine in-

fluence, but by his direct agency and sacred energy.

" It is God (saith St Paul,) who worketh in you

both to will and to do of his good pleasure."! Yet

the man is not altogether passive in this important

work ; on the contrary, all the powers of his soul

are pressed into its service, and he is called upon to

be " a worker together with God " therein ^. But

inasmuch as the life from which it springs, and the

* Matt. XXV. 34. t Phil. ii. 13. i 2 Cor. xi. 1.
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power by which it is accomplished, flow from God
alone, let the praise and the glory of our salvation

be wholly ascribed to him who hath loved us, and

who gave his only begotten Son, to the intent that

" whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but

should have everlasting life." To him, therefore, be

ascribed the glory, and praise, and thanksgiving, for

ever and ever

!

^ John, iii. 15 1«.
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CHAP. V.

OF FAITH AS THE MEDIUM OF REDEMPTION, AND INSTRUMENT OF

SALVATION. ITS NATURE, PROPERTIES, AND MODE OF OPERA-

TION DISCUSSED. OF THE WILL OF MAN. HOW FAR THIS MAY

BE SAID TO BE FREE. ITS USE IN PROMOTING SALVATION IN-

VESTIGATED. OF SELF RIGHTEOUSNESS. ITS NATURE INQUIR-

ED INTO. INCONSISTENT WITH THE RELIGION OF CHRIST.

DANGEROUS EFFECTS OF ITS INDULGENCE.

Section I.

—

OfJustifying Faith.

Although there is not in the Methodist connexion

a perfect unanimity of sentiment respecting the

precise nature and mode of operation of what is

termed ''justifying faith;" yet we are generally

agreed, that it is at least flie grand instrument of

salvation under the christian dispensation : seeing

St Paul hath declared, 1st. That without faith it is

impossible to please God;* and 2d. That being jus-

tified by faith, we have peace with God through our

Lord Jesus Christ f. Justifying faith is a term much

used among us, but in using this, we should be cau-

* Hebrews, xi. 6. + Romans, v. 1.
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tious lest we inadvertently ascribe a power to this

grace which it doth not possess. To speak correctly,

we must not say that faith possesseth an efficacious

or intrinsic power ot" justification. No ; it is merely

the instrument or medium through which God him-

self imparts the blessing of justification to a penitent

soul. And inasmuch as that faith itself appears by

the testimony of scripture, to be both the gift and

operation of God*, it may be justly questioned if we
are perfectly accurate in making faith, as we gene-

rally do, to be the condition of a sinner's acceptance

with God. The term condition, thus applied, seems

to imply something which we are able to perform as

a valuable and meritorious work, upon which we
may found our recommendation, and repose our

claim to the favour of God. But certainly faith,

as the instrument of salvation, is not susceptible of

this definition. It is simply the medium by which

we have access to God, and through which he con-

veys the blessings connected with salvation to our

souls. The scriptures assure us it is Godf, (and

consequently not faith) who justifies a penitent sin-

ner. By faith we apprehend, embrace, and appro-

priate the privileges of the children of God to our-

selves X.

* Eph. ii. 8—Col. ii. 12. t Rom. iii. 30.—viii. 33.

X It is readily admitted, that " believing in the Lord Jesus

Christ" is the only means appointed of God, whereby salvation

can be obtained under the gospel dispensation. Believing is

the act; faith is the principle from which that act flows, and by
which it is performed. God inspires this principle in the soul.

The sinner's heart embraces it, and with it lays hold on the
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It has already been hinted, that Mr Wesley held

at different periods of his life distinct and incompa-

tible sentiments respecting the nature of justifying

faith. It cannot be irrelevant to our present design,

to cast our eye over those sentiments as they are de-

scribed by himself in his usual concise and compre-

hensive style.

In the minutes of the first conference of the

preachers in connexion with Mr Wesley *, we find

the following definition of faith, and observations in

its effects and fruits.

'^Question. What is faith?

—

Answe?'. Faith in gene-

ral is a divine supernatural Elenchos (demonstration)

of things not seen, that is, of past, future, or spiritual

things. It is a spiritual sight of God, and the things

of God. First, a sinner is convinced by the Holy

Ghost, *' Christ loved me and gave himself for me.'*

This is the faith by which he is justified or pardoned

the moment he receives it. Immediately the same

spirit bears witness, " Thou art pardoned, thou hast

redemption in his blood." And this is saving faith,

whereby the love of God is shed abroad in his

heart."

*^ Question. Have all christians this faith ? May
not a man be justified and not know it ?

—

Answer,

merits of his Redeemer. Thus faith brings him to God, but as

God is its author, it is not so properly the condition, as the me-

dium of redemption. By abandoning the former, and adopting

the latter word, we remove the obnoxious idea of a bargain in

the terms of our salvation, and embrace it as the free gift of

God, in and through the Lord Jesus Christ.

* Held in London, 25th June I?**.
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That all true christians have such a faith as im-

plies an assurance of God's love, appears from Rom.

viii. 15.—2 Cor. xiii.5.—E])h. iv. 32.—Heb. viii. 10.—

1 John iv. 10. v. 19. And that no man can be jus-

tified and not know it, appears further from the na-

ture of the thing. For faith after repentance is ease

after pain, rest after toil, light after darkness."

" Question. But may not a man go to heaven

without it ?

—

Answer. It does not appear from holy

writ, that a man who hears the gospel can, (Mark

xvi.l6.) whatever a heathen may do, (Rom. ii. 14.)"

" Question. What are the immediate fruits of

justifying faith ?

—

Answer. Peace, joy, love, power

over all outward sin, and power to keep down all in-

ward sin.*'

" Question. Does any one believe, who has not

the witness in himself, or any longer than he sees,

loves, and obeys God ?

—

Answer. We apprehend

not, seeing God being the very essence of faith, love,

.an4 obedience, the inseparable properties of it."

At the second conference*, we find the following

minutes.
/ .

" Question. Is an assurance of God's pardoning

love, absolutely necessary to our being in his favour?

Or may there possibly be some exempt cases ?

—

An-

swer. We dare not positively say there are not."

" Qvestion. Is such an assurance absolutely ne-

cessary to inward and outward holiness?

—

Answer,

To inward we apprehend it is, to outward holiness

we incline to think it is not."

* Bristol, August 1, 1745.

Part I. . o
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" Question. Is it indispensably necessary to final

salvation? Suppose in a Papist*, or a Quaker?

Or in general, among those who never heard it

preached ?

—

Answer. Love hopeth all things. We
know not how far any of these may fall under the

case of invincible ignorance."!

Question. But what can we say of one of our

own society who dies without it, as I. W. at Lon-

don ?

—

Ansivei'. It may possibly be an exempt casfe,

(if the fact was really so,) but we determine nothing.

We leave his sOul in the hands of him that made it."

At the fourth conference (held in 174<7,) the follow-

ing minute on this point of doctrine stands recorded.

** Question. Is justifying faith a divine assurance

that Christ loved me and gave himself for me?
—'Ansiver. We believe it is."

In the preceding extracts we have delineated the

judgment of the preachers, assembled in three cff

the earliest conferences, respecting the nature and

fruits of justifying faith ; and it is evident, that they

were fully of opinion that it is, and ever will be ac-

companied by a sense of the pardoning love of God

* Was it from any supposed similarity in the principles of

these sects, that Mr Wesley thus places them in the same rank ?

It is certain, that in other parts of his works he accuses them both

of holding " justification by works," and probably with truth.

t Query—Does Mr W. here insinuate that " invincible igno-

rance " will furnish an admissible apology for the want of any

essential quaKfication for the kingdom of God? In a land where

the gospel of Christ is universally promulgated, that ignorance

must be the result of wilful and obstinate unbelief; and is not this

rather an aggravation of guilt, than a legitimate apology for it?

-1
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to the soul of the true believer ; if that sense does

not constitute the essence of that faith, which they

appeared strongly inclined to think was actually the

case.

At this period, Mr Wesley appears to have be-

lieved that "justifying faith," and what he elsewhere

terms, " the proper christian faith," were perfectly

synonymous. And accordingly in his early writings

he describes them promiscuously as exactly similar

in their origin, fruits, and operatioa. In his sermon

on Salvation by Faith, we have the following descrip-

tion of it under tl^e latter denomination :
" Chris-

tian faith is then, ;not only an assent to the whole

gospel of Christ, but also a full reliance on the blood

of Christ, a trust in the merits of his life, death, and

resurrection ; a recumbency upon him as ouratone-

onent and our life, as given for us, and living in us.

Jt is a sure confidence which a man hath in God,

•that through the merits of Christ his sins arefor-

given, and he reconciled to the favour ofGod ; and

in consequence hereof, a closing with him, and cleav-

ing to him, as our " wisdom, righteousness, sanctifi-

eation, and redemption," or in one word our sal-

vation."

About this time*, Mr Wesley wrote a tract en-

titled ^* Advice to the People called Methodists."

In this he describes faith In the Lord Jesus Christ as

professed and enjoyed by them, to be the foundation

of their love to God. This filial love (saith he,) you

jsuppose to flow only from faith ; which you describe

h 5-
•,

.Q'j, .
:* October 10, 1745.
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as a supernatural evidence, or conviction of things

not seen ; so that to him who has this principle,

** The things unknown to feeble sense,

Unseen by reason's glimmering ray,

With strong commanding evidence.

Their heavenly origin display :

Faith lends its realising light,

The clouds disperse, the shadows fly,

Th' invisible appears in sight,

And God is seen by mortal eye."

You suppose this faith to imply an emdence that

God is merciful to me a si7iner ; that he is reconcil-

ed to me by the death of his Son, and now accepts

me for his sake. You accordingly describe the faith

of a real christian as " a sure trust and confidence

(ov^er and above his assent to the sacred writings,)

which he hath in God that his sins ar-e forgiven,

and that he is, through the merits of Christ, recon-

ciled to the favour of God." You believe farther,

that this faith and love are wrought in us by the

spirit of God.

Scarcely a month had elapsed, from the holding of

the last-mentioned conference, before Mr Wesley's

views respecting the nature of "justifying faith" be-

gan to alter, and he then thought he saw a distinc-

tion between that faith, and what he termed " the

proper christian faith," which had previously escaped

his attention. But it does not appear that the sen-

timents he now embraced, respecting this point of

doctrine, were ever either officially communicated

to, or sanctioned by any subsequent conference.
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What, therefore, is now the legitimate doctrine of

Methodism on this important subject, it is not easy

to ascertain.

.The account which the author of " The Chrono-

logical History of the People called Methodists,"*

gives of this occurrence is as follows :
—" In the next

" month (viz. July 1747,) Mr Wesley wrote the fol-

** lowing letter to his brother. I insert it because it

" shews that he had thought more deeply respecting

** the nature of justifying faith, after the last confer-

" ence. He was afterwards more accurate on that

*' head, and spoke of it agreeably to the sentiments

** of this letter.

" Dear Brother,—Yesterday I was thinking

** of a desideratum among us, a Genesis problematica

** on justifying faith. A skeleton of it (which yoir

" may fill up, or any one that has leisure,) I have
" roughly set down.

" Is justifying faith, a sense of pardon ? Nega-
" tur" (It is denied.)

" I. Every one is deeply concerned to understand
*' this question well: but preachers most of all; lest

** they should either make them sad whom God hath

" not made sad ; or, encourage them to say, peace,

** where there is no peace. Some years ago we
" heard nothing of justifying faith, or a sense ofpar-

" don, so that when we did hear of them, the theme
* was quite new to us ; and we might easily, espe-

* The Rev. William Myles, preacher of the gospel in the Me-

thodist connexion in £ng]an({.
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" daily in the heat and hurry of controversy, lean

" too much either to the one hand or to the other.

" 2. By justifying faith I mean that faith which,

" whosoever hath it not, is under the wrath and the

" curse of God. By a sense of pardon I mean, a

" distinct, explicit assurance that my sins are for-

" given. I allow, 1st, That there is such an expli-

** cit assurance. 2d, That it is the common privi-

" lege of real cln-istians. 3d, That it is the pfoper

" christian faith, which purifieth the heart and over-

*' Cometh the world. But I cannot allow that jus-

" tifyihg faith is such an assurance, or necessarily

" connected therewith.

" 3. Because if justifying faith necessarily implies

" such an explicit assurance of pardon, then every

" one who has it not, and every one so long as he
** has it not, is under the wrath and under the curse*

** of Go'd. But this is a supposition contrary to

" scripture as well as to experience. Contrary tO

" Isaiah, i. 10. " Who is among you, that feareth

" the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his servant,

" that walketh in darkness and hath no light .^ Let

<* him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon

« his God." Contrary to Acts, x. 34. " Of a truth

" I perceive, that God is no respecter of persons,

" but in every nation, he that feareth him, and

" worketh righteousness is accepted with him."

" Contrary to experience, for I. R. &c. bad peace

" with God, no fear, no doubt, before they had that

" sense of pardon. And so have I frequently had.

<« Again, the assertion that justifying faith is a sense

" of pardon, is contrary to reason ; it is flatly absurd

:
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** For how can a sense of our having" received par-

** doD, be the condition of our receiving it
!"

On the sentiments contained in this letter, we

may just remark : First. That what Mr Wesley sup-

posed to be justifying faith, being described only by

the effect of its absence^ viz. " That faith which, who-

soever hath it not, is under the wrath and curse of

God ;" we are at a loss to know what are the posi-

tive nature, qualities, and fruits of it ; or what is its

direct object, and how it is to be attained ? Second-

ly. As to the scriptures quoted in support of these

sentiments, the first was written under, and calcu-

lated for the dark dispensation of Judaism ; and the

second is principally, if not wholly applicable to hea-

thens. Neither of these, therefore, can be the pro-

per standard or criterion of a point of doctrine so

essentially interwoven with the christian dispensa-

tion, and its superior privileges, as that of justifica-

tion by faith in the blood and righteousness of a

crucified Saviour. Thirdly. It appears very myste-

rious how any person can have solid " peace with

God, all his fear and doubt removed, upon evange-

lical principles, without " a sense of the pardon of

his sins !" Fourthly. The doctrine here laid down is

altogether incompatible with that previously describ-

ed, as sanctioned by two or three conferences pre-

ceding. Which of these, therefore, is tiie genuine

doctrine of Christianity, yet remains undetermined.

Mr Wesley's opinion is not the standard.

Probably the truth is, that the true justifying

faith of the gospel of Christ, that which God hath
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sanctioned under the christian dispensation (and

what have vve to do with any other?) is described by

St Paul, in Rom. x. 8.-1 1 .
" The word is nigh thee,

even in thy mouth, and m thy heart : that is, the

word of faith which we preach ; that if thou shalt

confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall

believe in thine heart, that God hath raised him from

the dead, thou shalt be saved ; for with the heart

man believeth unto righteousness, and with the

mouth confession is made unto salvation."

The holy spirit of God having graciously given •

us this explicit definition of the nature, object, and

mode of operation of that faith, which is by himself

consecrated to the initiation of a penitent sinner,

into the liberty and privileges of the sons of God,

we are not justifiable in the indulgence of any spe-

culations on this interesting subject, which are cal-

culated to lead us from the simplicity and truth of

this divine revelation. Here then our conjectures

must end, and our future observations must be con-

fined to the illustration and developement of the im-

portant doctrine here established.

And it is evident, in the first place, that the faith

here described as the instrument or medium of a

sinner's access to God, consists in a cordial assent to

the important fact, that " God was in Christ recon-

ciling the world to himself," and that having done

so, he has given indubitable proof thereof, in the re-

surrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. That

upon this point, taken in conjunction with an open

confession of the faith which operates in the heart,

is suspended the salvation of men under the chris-
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tian dispensation*. Tliis is the key which unlocks

the mysteries of redemption, and the hand by which

the great truths and privileges of Christianity are

embraced and appropriated to the soul ; which puts

it in possession of righteousness, peace, and joy in

the Holy Ghost ; and which prepares the mind for

a close and intimate union with the father of the

spirits of all flesh : a deep and uninterupted fellow-

ship with the Father and the Son, through the

agency of the co-eternal Spirit.

Secondly. We may also remark thereon, that al-

though the divine object of a risen Saviour is pro-

posed to the human understanding, yet the heart of

man possesseth no inherent power, or natural incli-

nation for embracing that Saviour in his mediatorial

office. For besides the general truth already esta-

blished, that all true faith is both the gift and ope-

ration of God, we have the following more particu-

lar declarations of scripture, demonstrative of the

same important fact. Christ, addressing himself to

the Jews, assures them, " No man can come unto

me, except the Father which hath sent me draw

* It is very probable that persons whose minds are jaundiced

by prejudice, and who are fond of stigmatising scriptural doc-

trines by attaching opprobrious titles to them, may vilify the

doctrine here laid down as Sandemanianism. The author has

never read any of the works of Mr Sandeman ; if any of the

sentiments here avowed, happen to coincide with those of that

writer, that coincidence is purely accidental : it may take place

in the same way, as the agreement between Calvinists and Ar-
minians on the merits of Christ's atonement, ai d its efficacy in

procuring the justification of every true believer. Both parties

cordially agree in this essential point.
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him," and again, " No man can come unto me, ex-

cept it were given him of my Father," that is, the

power to do so*. Here, coming to Christ, is per^

fectly synonymous with believing on him ; it is by

faith alone the soul drawsnigh toJesus, andembraces

the blessings of his salvation, and the comforts of

his grace. And again, saith St Paul, " I give you

to understand that no man can say that Jesus is the
*

Lord, but by the Holy Ghost." f That is, no man
can say from a heart-felt conviction (which is the

essence of true faith,) that Jesus Christ is the Lord

of life and glory, but from the inspiration of the

spirit of God. And hence it was, that when Peter

made that noble confession of Christ, which drew

forth his unqualified praise and approbation, our

Lord immediately replied, *' Blessed art thou Simon

Barjona : for flesh and blood hath not revealed it

unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven." f

This view of the subject we find confirmed also

by St John, who expressly asserts, " Whosoever be-

lieveth that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God,"^

the immediate fruit of which, is the love of God and

man shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost,

given to every true believer; for the apostle instant-

ly adds, " Every one that loveth him that begat,

loveth him also that is begotten of him." Hence,

we discover the amazing simplicity of that faith,

which God hath ordained to be the medium of a sin-

ner's reconciliation with himself. It is the cordial

* John, vi. 44-. 65- t 1 Corintliians, xii. 3.

i Matthew, xvi. 16.-17. § 1 John? v. 1,
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belief of a fact, resting- upon indubitable evidence,

yet confirmed by a special revelation to the heart of

man by the inspiration of the spirit of God. And
the man who is the subject of this belief, receives the

witness of the spirit of God in his own spirit, who
bears testimony to the truths of revelation, and to

the genuineness of that faith by which they are ap-

prehended and embraced. Doubt and fear then

vanish from the soul, which is immediately filled

with the knowledge of the glory of God in the face

of Jesus Christ, as beautifully expressed by the evan-

gelical poet already cited,

" Faith lends its realising light.

The clouds disperse, tlve shadows fly,

Th' invisible appears in sight,

And God is seen by mortal eye !"

But before this can take place, the sinner must

be in a measure turned from darkness to light*, the

eyes of his understanding must be enlightened, and

the powers of his mind awakened to a sense of his

danger, while living " without God in the world,"

and to some desire and hope after the knowledge of

salvation by the remission of sins. All this, it is

evident, is absolutely necessary as the prelude to

the exercise of that faith which introduces the soul

into the glorious liberty of the children of God. And
it is equally evident that these prerequisites are

wrought in the soul by the special influence of the

spirit of God, who is asserted to be the author ofre-

* Acts, xxvi. 18.—Eph.i. 18.
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pentance *y as well as of faith. Till this is done no

man will trouble himself to seek for the power of

believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, with his heart

unto righteousness ; and hence we are justified in

the conclusion that no man who is living under the

dominion of sin, has a particle of true faith in either

the person or offices of the Son of God ; as he is a

rebel against God in his practice, so he is an infidel

in his principles. That such a man as Jesus Christ

once lived in the world, he may not dispute, but take

it for granted as a fact at least as well authenticat-

ed as the existence of Julius Caesar ; but he reposes

no more confidence in the person or offices of the one

for salvation, than he does in those of the other.

Consequently he derives neither peace nor righte-

ousness from his intellectual assent to the existence

of Jesus Christ. He recognises him not as the Son

ofGod, who bore his sins in his own body on the tree,

nor does he rest any well-founded hope upon his me-

diation for eternal redemption.

The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews f, as-

serts, that Jesus is " the author and finisher of the

faith" of his people. But if Jesus be the author of

this excellent gift, " without which it is impossible

to please God," it may be demanded, why it is that

he who gave himself a ransom for all, does not put

every man in possession of a living faith ? To this

the answer is plain : because they are not in that

state which requires and sanctions the communica-

tion of this heavenly gift. They have resisted the

• Rom. ii. 4—2 Tim. ii. 25. f Chapter, xii. 2.
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previous operations of the holy spirit of God, which

it was necessary should have their full effect upon

the mind, to prepare it for the reception and exer-

cise of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. They retain

their wilful and obstinate rebellion against God,

the enmity of their hearts and alienation of their

lives, and reject all the overtures of mercy and

grace, which the God of love hath made to their

souls ; and it would be a degradation of the preci-

ous gifts of God, to bestow these upon hardened im-

penitent sinners, who were insensible of their value,

and ignorant of their use. This would be ** casting

pearls before swine,"* a thing which our Lord ex-

pressly prohibited in his apostles ; he therefore will

not do it himself. For though God is certainly the

author of b,oth repentance and faith, he will not force

either of these upon mankind f. They must ope-

rate in conjunction with the rational and intellectual

* Matthew, vii. 6.

+ Generally speaking, this is undoubtedly true ; yet instances

are on record even in the annals of; Methodism, of persons who

were suddenly, unexpectedly, and even against their own wijl

and inclination, arrested by the power of converting grace, and

brought thereby to the enjoyment of the favour and love of Gqd.

We may see a remarkable case of this kind related in the Me-
thodist Magazine for Nov. 1812, p. .508. .A persecuting wretch

who was in the act of stabbing his wife for her attachment to

religion : in that moment deep conviction seized his soul, ar-

rested his arm, and terminated in his conversion to God ! In

the account? of the remarkable revjyval, in religion which took

place in America a few- years agOi we tneet with numerous in-

stances of persons who went to thosejmeetings either from mo-

tives of idle curiosity, or with iiitent to oppose and ridicule the-
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powers of the soul, and with the concurrence of the

thuman will. But vain would be the efforts of these

-without the influence of the grace and spirit of God;

•and from hence we feel ourselves justified in draw-

ing these conclusions.

1st. That it is at least morally impossible, far a

hardened impenitent sinner while in. that state, to

believe on the Lord Jesus Christ to the salvation of

-his soul.

And 2d. That it is equally impossible for a peni-

«tent to believe to his justification, till God reveals

his son in him*, as the hope of eternal glory. Yet

-we are well assured that God will infallibly work
•" the work of faith with power," in the heart of

every genuine penitent, who, being disposed and

prepared for itf, continues to seek until he finds

-the pearl of great price in the redemption of his pre-

cious and immortal soul.

glorious work; and some with avowed determjaation to resist

the converting influence of grace if attacked with it ; yet multi-

tudes of these returned happy in the enjoyment of the favour

Jfand fldve of God ! These^ppear to have been eminent witnesses

• of the truth of that scripture which saith ;
" I was found of them

• that sought me not ; I was made manifest to them tJiat asked

not after me." Isaiah, Ixv. 1. Romans, x.SO.

'-^* Galatians, i. 16.

«'J jf- It is- the opinion of many judicious commentators, that the

-'Greeik W&vd nruyi^ivoi, which occurs lActs^ jciii. 48, and is there

rendered '< ordained," should be properly tcdca^\ditedpredisposed;

that is, prepared by repentance for the operation of faith, as a

-prelude to the final enjoyment of eternal life. Parkhurst ex-

plains the term by disposed, or adapted : Dr Whitby .aad Dr

Hammond both understand it in the same way.
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When we speak of the natural ina])ility of men,

to believe the great truths of the gospel, relative

to the person and offices of our blessed Lord, we do

not thereby insinuate that the powers of the human

mind have no concurrent action with the spirit of

God in the article of faith. But we assert that the

principle which produces the act of faith, comes di-

rectly from God ; nor can the act be performed

until the principle be imparted. Over and above

the scriptural testimonies already adduced in sup-

port of this doctrine, we find it to be the confirm-

ed sentiment of Mr Wesley. Among a multitude

of other instances, take the following from one df

his hymns,

•' Remove this hardness from my heart,

> Tlais unbelief remove ;

To-me the rest of faith impart.

The sabbath of thy love."

This language, put into the mouth of a sincere

penitent, demonstrates his conviction of the impor-

tant truth, that God alone can remove the veil of

unbelief, and impai*t the gfft of faith to a penitent

«oul. This, therefore, we ought constantly to in-

culcate as' a fundamenta:! and most important prin-

ciple of (Christianity.
]'jivnoaj.

If the preceding view of the ndture, origin, and

operation of faith, be Scriptural and rational, it

overthrows the opinions of those who describe all

faith as the mere exercise of a natural power inhe-

rent in every human soul, whereby tlie truths pro-

posed to the understanding are embraced and as-
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sented to, upon the strength of the evidence which

accompanies those truths, and which, in a logical

way, carries irresistible conviction to the judgment.

The advocates for this doctrine (and they are nu-

merous in the Methodist connexion,) contend that

the faith which is ordained of God to be the instru-

ment of our salvation, is essentially the same with

that reliance which we repose upon the testimony of

a man, in whose integrity we can place implicit con-

fidence ; the distinction between these consisting

only in the diversity of the objects which they em-

brace. And accommodating their language to their

principles, they divide faith into human and divine

:

human faith is, according to them, the assent which

we give to human testimony ; and divine faith the

assent which we give to divine testimony. And
they insinuate, that the one is as much the sponta-

neous act of the natural powers of the human mind

as the other.

The evidence upon which this " divine faith" is

required and supposed to rest, is that which is con-

stained in the oracles of inspiration. But little or

jQothing is either said or admitted respecting the par-

ticular, influence of the spirit of God, ift applying

the truths of scripture to tbe conscience, or inspiring

a conviction of their reality and importance. Where-

as it must be evident to every attentive observer,

that the mere letter of scripture is totally inade-

* Witness hundreds of ungodly ministers, and parish clerks.

Respecting multitudes of these it may be truly said, that Cha-

"fity herself must fall out with truth, before she ckri as'cribe to

them one particle of saving faiths ' These men demonstralfe the
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quate to the production of faith, without the parti-

cular inspiration of the spirit of God. This is ob-

vious from the melancholy instances which surround

us, of persons whose profession obliges them to a

constant perusal of the holy scriptures, but who ne-

vertheless exhibit no marks of faith in the object of

those scriptures *. They want the living principle,

which God alone can inspire, and without which the

scriptures themselves are but a dead letter, and all

our efforts at the production of either faith or holi-

ness are nugatory and contemptible.

Faith, however, must not be confounded with its

fruits and effects. These are,—peace with God

through our Lord Jesus Christ, power over sin, in-

ward as well as outward holiness ; and a blooming

hope of a glorious immortality. In the language

of St Paul, they are " righteousness, peace, and joy

in the Holy Ghost." Many observing that these

fruits are the inseparable companions of true faith,

have confounded them with that principle which

operates to their production in the soul of the true

believer. And these persons being probably inform-

ed by their teachers, that faith is to be the condition

of their acceptance with God, have set themselves

with all their power to create both faith and its

concomitant holiness in their own souls, as the

source of their recommendation to the favour of

God.

the truth of St Paul's declaration, who assures us that the na-

tural man is incapable of comprehending the deep truths of

Christianity, until supernaturally enlightened for that purpose by

the spirit of God 1 Cor. ii. l^.

Pabx I. p
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They even seem to think, that they must both pu-

rify their hearts, and give themselves a sense of their

acceptance with God, which sense they suppose to

be the essence of that faith, which they are taught

is necessary to bring with them as the condition of

obtaining a favourable reception from God ! Where-

as, the faith which introduces a man into the bless-

ed privileges of the children of God, finds him a

stranger to God, an alien from the paths of holiness,

and previously destitute of a single qualification to

recommend him to the favour of his Maker. He is

poor, blind, miserable, naked, and helpless, diseased

with sin, and at the point of spiritual death.

Mr Wesley's observations on this point being equal-

ly sound and judicious, commend themselves to our

attention. Having previously spoken of the na-

ture ofjustifying faith, he says, "This implies, that

*' a man first renounces himself ; that in order to be

" found in Christ, to be accepted through him, he to-

** tally rejects all confidence in the flesh; that having

." nothing to pay, having no trust in his own works or

" righteousness of any kind, he comes to God as

** a lost, miserable, self-destroyed, self-condemned,

** undone, helpless sinner ; as one whose mouth is

" utterly stopped, and who is altogether guilty be-

" fore God. Such a sense of sin (commonly call-

" ed despair, by those that speak evil of the things

" they know not,) together with a full conviction,

*• such as no words can express, that of Christ only

** cometh our salvation, and an earnest desire of

** that salvation, must precede a living faith ; a trust

" in him who
^^
for lis 'paid our ransom by his death,

I
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and for us fulfilled the law in his life." (See

Wesley's Sermon on the Marks of the New Birth,

Section 3.) Here is no allusion either to " clean

hands or a pure heart ;" no, nor to faith previously

created in the soul of the sinner as the conditions of

his acceptance with God [ The distress of these

poor creatures, on finding themselves utterly unable

to produce either faith or its fruits in themselves, as

the condition of their acceptance, when told they

are indispensable prerequisites, may be easier con-

ceived than described. Doubtless, it has driven

thousands to despair, and not a few to distraction,

or perhaps to final perdition !

Happily, however, some of those very advocates

for faith, and perhaps, works also, as the condition

of a sinner's acceptance with God, when seeing the

distress of these helpless souls, have been induc-

ed, from the urgency of the case, to abandon their

grounds of " terms and conditions,"* and by a

happy inconsistency with themselves, have exhort-

ed the perishing sinner to cast himself just as he is,

with all his sins upon his head, with " his evil heart

* Let it not be imagined that the writer of these lines in ob-

jecting to " terms and conditions," intends to inculcate an idea

that sinners can be saved under the gospel dispensation, with-

out abandoning their sins, and beheving on the Lord Jesus

Christ for redemption. Neither candour nor truth will support

such an accusation upon any of the principles here laid down.

The author well knows that both faith and holiness are essential

to salvation ; but his Bible teaches him to consider these as the

fruits of redeeming grace, and not as the conditions to be by a

sinner performed, prior to his being entitled to partake of that

grace. He reads of no such bargain entered into between God
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of unbelief," still " deceitful above all things, and

desperately wicked ;" guilty, miserable, helpless,

and without further attempts to make himself bet-

ter, at the feet of a crucified Saviour, for complete,

unqualified, and unconditional redemption, assuring

him that Jesus would in no wise cast him out : and

lo ! in that moment, the desponding wretch found

peace to his soul, and faith, hope, and love instantly

sprang up in his renovated heart ! Not as the con-

dition of his acceptance, but as the fruit of his Re-

deemer's grace.

But it will probably be here objected, that our

blessed Lord has expressly laid down faith, or be-

lieving, as the indispensable condition of a sinner's

salvation, in those memorable words, " Go ye into

all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea-

ture. He that believeth and is baptised shall be

saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned."*

The word condition, it is plain, does not occur in

this passage ; nor does the sense of the words neces-

and the sinner under the New Testament covenant, and there-

fore he cannot give it the sanction of his approbation. The
abrogation of the Old Testament covenant of works, as the me-

dium of reconciliation with God, and the establishment of the

New Testament covenant of redemption, mercy, and grace ; in-

stead thereof, are distinctly and explicitly laid down by St Paul,

first in 2 Cor. iii. 6.-18. and secondly, in Heb. viii. 6.-13. And
every preacher of the gospel ought to know, that every step he

takes towards the re-estahlishment of works as the condition of

a sinner's acceptance with God, operates to the destruction of

those evangelical principles, which are the legitimate springs of

salvation, under the covenant of grace.

* Mark, xvi. 15. 16.
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sarily imply either bargain or condition. Our Lord

is simply describing the medium through which the

salvation he had just purchased, for the lost sons of

Adam, should be conveyed to their souls, namely, by

believing the glad tidings of that salvation ; and

our reason bears witness, that in the vety nature of

things it cannot come to an intelligent being by any

other means. But as long as that very act of be-

lieving is wrought in the soul by the agency of the

spirit of Christ himself, it cannot, with any kind of

propriety, be exhibited as the condition upon the

performance of which, our acceptance with God is

suspended. The term it unscriptural, and as its

very sound is derogatory to the freedom of the grace

of God, and to the " gift of eternal life," is it not

much better to abandon an obnoxious and degrad-

ing word, than appear to inculcate the injurious

principle that our faith can purchase the salvation

of our souls ? Let us never forget that our faith is

as much thefree gift of God, as any other branch

qfhis saving grace. And this evangelical and truly

scriptural maxim, will effectually guard us from con-

sidering it as the meritorious condition of our ac-

ceptance with God.

But there is found in the heart of every true child

of God, under the christian dispensation, a much
higher degree of faith than that which operates to

the first discovery of the truth as it is in Jesus, and

which is the instrument of his primary initiation in-

to the privileges of the gospel. This consists in

*a constant and unclouded evidence of our full ac-

ceptance with God, and of the emanation of the di-
i:'..?.. u.-y^ ii ^ iU<.> Mv -
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vine love and favour to our souls. It is the medium

by which we enjoy a constant and uninterrupted in-

tercourse with our reconciled God and Father ; the

cement and bond of our intimate union with Christ

;

of our fellowship with both the Father and the Son,

by the blessed agency of the holy Spirit. By this

are revealed to us the glories of the divine nature

;

by this we are assured of our personal interest, not

only in the meritorious intercession of our great

Redeemer, but in all the [glorious perfections of the

Godhead ; and by this we are transformed into the

divine image. We feel his love to be the ruling

principle of our minds, and under its precious influ-

ence our hearts are purified from the love, and our

lives from the practice of sin ; and we find ourselves

competent, by the grace of God, to wage a success-

ful war against the world, the flesh, and the devil,

being always " more than conquerors '* over these

our mortal enemies, through him that hath loved

.us, and given himself for us. Walking in the light

of his reconciled countenance, we rejoice " in the

full assurance of hope," knowing that our almighty

Saviour is able " to keep us from falling, and to

present us faultless before the presence of his glory,

with exceeding joy."*

The direct objects of this faith are the attributes

'and perfections of the divine nature, as existing in

the sacred persons of the triune God f, uniting and
•

'"•'?-

.
* Jude, 24. r t

. t Here it may not be impertinent to ask, Do the Methodists

ejnbrace and vindicate the doctrines contained in the Athanasian

Creed ? Do their principles enjoin a firm belief that a conviction

>
'
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co-operating in our redemption ; the restoration of

our souls to the image of that God, and an uninter-

rupted communion with him on earth, preparatory

to the final fruition of our felicity in the realms of

celestial glory. This divine principle draws the cur-

tain of futurity, and reveals to the ravished soul the

transcendent joys of " an eternal weight of glory."

It discovers the riches of that inheritance, which is

" incorruptible, undefiled, and which fadeth not

and confession of the truth of the Trinitarian sentiments contain-

ed in that compendium of christian faith, are really essential to

salvation ? The author puts this question on account of the

uncertainty which tests upon it throughout the writings of Me-

thodism. And he tndws Uiat a diversity of sentiment on this

point exists in the connexion. Do we suppose either an Arian

or a Socinian to be eligible to salvation ? Those among us who

doubt jhis, arfe. accused of want of charity, and have been con-

fronted tyith Mp Wesley's sentiments ni a recent periodical pub-

Idcatiqn, whosje principles are not very congenial with those of

Christianity. The instance alluded to occurs, in the Belfast

Monthlif Magazine for March, 18lS, which among its anecdotes

corftafns the following
:""' '' ^v... i iO i\tj,:..-. .:>> ^j; ...

<' An Exampleto ModeriJ MfiTHd^iir:^;^—TheRev: Jbhti

Wesley himself has asserted in his writing, not only that, ah

Anti-trinitarian may manifest a desire of escaping future misery,

but that he may be a truly good man. In one of the numbers

of the Arminian Magazine, published a few years before his

death, he inserted an extract of the memoir of the life of that

tmrnent Unitarian, Thomas Firmin. In introducing this extract

he observed, that « he had been formerly inclined to think, that

a person who was unsound with respect to the doctrine of the

Trinity, could not be a converted or good man. But that now
he thought differently, since the subject of the memoir was un-

doubtedly a pious qian, though erroneous in the doctrine of the

Trinity, and tJiat there was no arguwg. agaimtjacts."
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away ;" and by a blessed anticipation of our future

felicity, enables us to rejoice with joy unspeakable

and full of glory. Putting us in present possession

of the' inward kingdom of righteousness, peace, and

joy, as the sure pledge of our everlasting happiness,

the earnest our eternal inheritance with all the re-

deemed children of our God and Father. In the

sublime language of our admirable poet, it is the

source of that

" — Glorious hope of perfect love,

Which lifts me up to things above,

And bears on eagle's wings

;

It gives my ravished soul a taste,

And makes me for some moments feast

With Jesus' priests and kings."

There can be no doubt but this invaluable gift

of faith in all its glorious perfection, and extensive

influence, is the common privilege of every child

of God under the christian dispensation ; and the

great salvation of which it is the instrument, is

proposed to and intended for every soul of man,

for " whosoever will may come and take of the

water of life freely." Both that salvation, and the

faith by which it is embraced, are equally the gift

and operation/ of the spirit of God. But, by the in-

judicious representation of faith in any of its degrees

or branches, as the condition of our salvation, it be-

comes as it were a scare-crow to one party, and

the idol of another. To those who have it not, and

who feel the impossibility of creating it in their own
souls, it presents an insuperable barrier to their



PRESENT sVaTE OF METHODISM. 2S3

hopes, and after many fruitless attempts to produce

it, they sometimes take offence at the terms of sal-

vation, and abandon the pursuit of redemption in

hopeless despair. While others, who possess some

portion of faith, are induced to regard it as the pass-

port to heaven, and to ascribe to its efficacy, much

of that praise which is due only to the merits of a

crucified Saviour. They repose in their own faith,

some of that confidence which can only rest with se-

curity on the bosom of their adorable Redeemer, and

look upon it at least in a secondary point of view,

as the author of their salvation.

Whereas, in truth, our faith works no change what-

ever in the divine mind towards us. Had not God

loved me, and given his son for me, before I had an

idea of believing in him for salvation, it is plain my
faith could have no ground whereon to rest. Faith

reveals the pre-existing love of God to my soul, but

it cannot produce that love in God. It is true, it

puts me in possession of the benefits arising from

that love, and is the means by which the same divine

principle is conveyed to my own soul : " we love him

(saith St Jphn,) because (our faith assures us) Jie first

loved us." And we know, its exercise is consonant

to the divine pleasure, and productive of the divine

approbation, because it both honours the truth of

JGrod's declarations, and contributes to the advance-

ment of his glory, in the display and application of

the riches of his mercy and graccj and in the con-

sequent felicity of his creatures.

But by representing faith as the condition of

our acceptance With God, we not only suspend the
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operation of the grace of God towards our souls

upon that faith, but we make it the procuring

cause of the existence of that grace, so far as it re-

spects our own persons. Now this is directly re-

versing the true order of things, and the conse-

quences of doing this are equally pernicious and ab-

surd. For we cannot suppose for a moment that

our faith can either create love in the divine mind,

or change the disposition of God towards bis crea-

tures. The glorious attributes of the Deity are not

to be altered by the belief or unbelief of any crea-

ture*. Permanent and invariable, all the perfec-

tions of the Godhead remain " the same yesterday,

to day, and for ever." All that faith can do for us,

is to place us within the sphere of the operation of

the divine love ; and then, but not before we perso-

nally reap the benefits flawing from 4he riches of

his grace. - '"'^'i •o^u.rfejzvaiq ;w"

But the language of faith as the condition of our

obtaining grace, when addressed to the condemned

sinner, is, '* God doth not yet love you, nor will he

ever do so, but upon one condition, namely, that you

believe that he does^^ love you !" Nay^ saith the

sinner, "I cannot beli^eve that, for I have no evi-

dence of it, but quite the reverse, for I feel his wrath

abiding upon me, and I know that I am justly ob-

noxious to his righteous judgment, and eternal ven».

geance^ ye&,, he hath positively promised, if not sworn

iriy destruction!. How, therefore, can I believe

* 2 Timdfhy, ii. 13.—James, i. 17.

+ Ezekiel, xviii. 4. 13,—Revelations xxi. 8.
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that he loves me ? I cannot do it, no, not even ii

my salvation depends upon it ; for it is in direct

opposition to the conviction of my heart." But

faith, as a condition, rejoins, " you must believe it,

or perish, for God will never love you, till you first

believe it. His love is suspended on this one indis-

pensable condition." Then, saith the sinner, I must

finally perish ; for I cannot undertake to change the

dispositions of the divine mind towards me ; and

particularly by the forced belief of a fact which you

yourself tell me does not exist ! I reject such terms

of salvation, as degrading to my own understanding,

and utterly unworthy the character of that God^

against whose glorious perfections, I have so long

and so wickedly rebelled."

Abandoning, therefore, faith as the condition of

tL sinner's acceptance with God, as an untenable po*

sition, we turn to the true evangelical principles of

the gospel of Jesus Christ. And what say they ?

Why, "God so loved the world, that he gave his only

begotten son to die for that world, to the intent,

that whosoever believeth on him, shall not perish

but have everlasting life." * « O (saith the penitent

sinner,) I believe that most cordially." Dost thou

indeed ! Then, St Paul informs thee (Rom. x. 8.

.9. 10.) thou hast performed all that is reqfuisite on

thy part, towards th6 forgiveness of thy sins, and to

''*'Qr6!rn, iii. 1(3.—Here it is mOKt evident that God hath

v'lot founded liig love upon our faith ; but has previously laid

doTvrt hifc H>ve manifested in the gift of his only begotten Son,

as tlie permanent foundation upon which our faith can repose

with unbounded security.
"J j' •<
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entitle thee to the salvation of thy soul ! But, " I

want the evidence of my acceptance ; a sense of the

pardoning love of God shed abroad in my heart ; I

want my condemnation taken away, and the peace

of God, which passeth all understanding, imparted

to my soul."

And dost thou not know that the blessed spi-

rit of God must impart this precious blessing to

thy heart ? Go then, and plead with him upon

the merits of that Saviour, in whom thou dost

believe ; wrestle in mighty prayer, and urge thy

suit, with all the faith thou hast, in the blood and

righteousness of thy great atoning sacrifice ; and

God will not, cannot withstand thy claim. He will

infallibly wash thee in " the blood of Christ, which

cleanseth from all sin," and give thee the witness

of his own spirit, that thou art accepted in the son

of his love. Yea, he will " seal thee with the spirit

of adoption to the day of eternal redemption." Then
thou shalt be enabled stedfastly to believe, embrace,

and realise, by thy own experience, all those " ex-

ceeding great and precious promises" left on record

by the God of truth, for thy present comfort and

eternal felicity. Like Moses thou shalt " endure

as seeing him who is invisible," thy faith shall lead

thee oh to the perfection of holiness in filial fear, and

ardent love to God and man ; while thy heart is pu-

rified by the inspiration of that holy spirit, who is

both the author of faith and the finisher of salvation

toevery living member of the mystical body of Christ

\ipon earth. And finally, that faith which first in-

troduced thy soul into the glorious liberty of the



PRESENT STATE OF METHODISM. 237

sons of God, matured into an unshaken confidence

in his love, and having- enabled thee to overcome

the pollutions of the world, the enticements of the

flesh, and the temptations of Satan, shall usher thee

to the gates of Paradise,

<•' Where faith is sweetly lost in sight.

And hope in full supreme delight,

And everlastinsr love !" '

Section U.—Of the Will ofMan.

The will of man is that noble faculty of the human

soul, which determines his conduct as a rational be-

ing, and, by the freedom of its volitions, renders

him responsible to his Maker for the morality or

immorality of his life, and a fit subject of either re-

ward or punishment. But it is generally supposed

that, although in the original constitution of the hu-

man frame, the will was perfectly free to the choice

of good or evil, yet, that in the present state of de-

pravity which pervades our souls, the will of man, in

a state of nature, is free only to evil*, having neither

bias nor inclination to that which is good. Yet it is

evident that this incapacity is merely of a moral

nature, and consequently does not affect the essence

of the faculty ; which is yet susceptible of rectifica-

tion, and capable, under the influence of grace, of a

* This is the doctrine uniformly inculcated by Mr Wesley,

wherever he treats of this subject.
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voluntary and uniform dedication to the glory of

God, and the practice of holiness.

Innumerable and endless have been the disputes

which have arisen in the church of God out of the

fertile subject now under consideration ; and num-

berless volumes have been written in vindication of

the different sentiments espoused by the disputants

on each side of the question : the one contending for

« the natural and moral freedom, and the other for

the restraint of this noble and distinguished faculty

in the mind of man. It would be easy for us to

bury ourselves in the rubbish which the scholastic

divinity has heaped upon this endless controversy ;

but were we to plunge deeply into the mazes of

that labyrinth, it is hard to say, whether all the phi-

losophy and divinity we possess, would suffice to ex-

tricate us out of it. Leaving, therefore, the obscu-

rities of philosophical systems, and the difficulties of

scholastic arguments behind, we will proceed to ex-

amine by the light we derive from revelation, and

the aid of our unprejudiced reason, into the nature

and properties of the will of man ; with the influ-

ence it has upon our dispositions and actions, as in-

telligent beings and moral agents, living and act-

ing under the dispensation of the gospel of peace.

We have already seen that the will ofman is the

determining power of the mind, by which the ac-

tions are usually governed ; and if we adhere to the

principles of Arminianism, we contend for the free

exercise of that power in every rational being. Yet

it is evident, from a very slight observation of the

process which takes place in our own minds, that
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this freedom must be admitted with considerable

caution, as it is necessarily limited in a thousand in-

stances by the circumstances in which we are placed,

and by the motives which govern our choice. Pro-

perly speaking-, there is perhaps but one being in

the universe, whose will may be said to be perfectly

and absolutely free, and that is God. In the pos-

session of absolute power, and foreseeing from eter-

nity every possible contingency, it is impossible that

any circumstances can derange the determinations

of the divine mind, or alter the counsels of the most

high ; and as these are in perfect unison with the

glorious attributes which are essential to his Deity,

no new motives can ever arise, to produce a change

in the immutable will of God.

But though the will of Go is properly and per-

fectly free, yet it is not arbitrary in its operation,

but uniformly acts in conjunction with those attri-

butes, which, while they seek to display the glory

of their own perfections, unite to promote the feli-

city of all rational and intelligent beings. Nor is

it any degradation of the essential glory of God to

say, that he is not free to do evil ; for this is one of

the greatest perfections of the divine nature. In-

deed, were we to consider the attribute of power
alone, we must admit, that could the divine mind be
capable of willing an evil action, he could also per-

form it, and none could controul or reprehend it.

But the absolute rectitude of the divine nature pre-

cludes the possibility of God's either willing or

doing that which is evil*.

* It is a question wliich has occupied a good deal of the at-
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But the will of man is by no means universally

free. In wicked men it is the slave of the passions

and the servant of sin. In good men, it partakes of

that blessed restraint, which inhibits the indulgence

of evil, although there may be a natural propensity

to that indulgence*. Every rational mind acts un-

der the influence of principle and motive. These

combined with, or arising out of the circumstances

in which we are placed, apparently contingent, but

certainly directed by a superintendent providence,

govern our wills in every possible case. For in-

stance, in common life self-interest is the motive

which governs the conduct of most men, and the

love of the world is the ruling principle which di-

rects them to suppose that interest inseparably unit-

ed to the possession of terrestrial wealth, power, and

honour. The passions of the man are absorbed in

the pursuit of these objects, and the circumstances in

tention of metaphysical divines,—" Is a thing right because

God wills it ; or does he will it because it is right ?" Both the

branches of this question should be answered in the affirmative;

I for the will of God can never be separated, no, not even in idea,

from the most perfect and absolute rectitude, or from the ema-

nations of his goodness and love.

* This is eminently illustrated in the case of Joseph, who, be-

ing tempted to sin by his lewd mistress, unquestionably felt a

natural inclination coinciding with the temptation : but the su-

perior principle of grace checked the impure volition, and pre-

vented the actual commission of the proposed crime. " Shall I

do this (saith the pious youth,) and sin against God?" No!

he was " born of God," and his holy seed abiding in him, he

could not commit that sin. The pious restraint which lay upon

his mind rendered it morally impossible.—1 John, iii. 9.
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which he is involved, combine to urge and encour-

age this pursuit. Now the will of this man, chain-

ed to the wheels of his passions, is uniforirily press-

ed into a co-operation with the principle which go-

verns the mind, and thus having the coincidence of

the will, the actions are supposed to be free and

voluntary ; but this does not imply that the man

possesseth any natural power to change his motives,

or alter the determination of his will.

To enable him to do this, it is plain a more pow-

erful and counteracting principle must be infused

into his mind ; a principle, which shall at once engage

his attention, convince his judgment, and captivate

his affections. Then, but not before, will be se-

cured the co-operation of the will ; for it is the un-

derstanding, the judgment, and the affections, which

constitute the leading powers of the soul, and which

invariably produce those acts of volition, which, upon

a cursory view, appear to be the spontaneous effects

of the single faculty denominated the will. It is

true, we may conceive a state of mind wherein the

will of man acts spontaneously with a domineering

iand irresistible impulse, apparently without motive,

and destitute of a governing principle ; but this state

of mind is characteristic of folly and madness, and

will not be claimed by the most zealous advocates

for free will, as the legitimate and desirable state of

a rational mind*.

• The freedom of the will, which is usually contended for by

those who maintain that principle, appears to consist chiefly in

the liberty of choice, between certain circumstances, or possible

Part I. q
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Viewing mankind in their original or acquired

state of alienation from God, it muat be evident to

every candid and enli^hieiied mind, that there

exists no inherent morai power in the solitary fa-

culty, distinguished by the title of the will, to change

the dispositions of the soul, to alter the course of

the affections, and to press the united powers of

soul and bouy into the love of holiness, and the

practice r,f piety. But this moral debility affects

not the essence of the faculty ; it is still the deter-

inining power of the soul, though acting under the

influence of erroneous principles ; it assents to the

pursuit of sensual gratifications, under the false idea

that they are productive of that happiness which is

the desirable object of every rational mind.

It will, however, be readily admitted by all the

fvents which are proposed to our minds. But in all cases of

that kind, no rational man ever allows his will the arbitrary de-.

cision of the point. He reasons, he deliberates, he consults,

and weighs the opposed circumstances in all their bearings, and

his judgment or passion pronounces that decision, which instant-

ly obtains the sanction of the will. If we may be permitted to

compare the human mind to a well regulated political govern-

ment, the understanding and judgment represent the delibera-

tive and legislative branches; the will, the executive power

;

and the passions are the military. The peace and good order

of society are uniformly disturbed, when the last assumes the

,

reins of government ; and die effusions of capricious tyranny

may always be expected, when the executive pVesumes to act

independent of the legislative body. So also, the absolute free-

dom of the will, so zealously contend eji for by some,iiwhose

iffttutored judgments are tinged with bigotry, would demorj-

Strate its possessor to be eithpr-an.ljiiot or a madman.



PRESENT STATE OP METHODISM. 248

contending parties, either in the religious or philoso-

phical world, that the consent of the will is indis-

pensably necessary to the successful pursuit of any

given object, and more particularly so in the pur-

suit and attainment of religion ; but we shall find

ourselves eggregiously mistaken, if we imagine that

this faculty takes the lead, as the (governing and di-

recting power in the abandonment of sin, or the

pursuit of that holiness, which is essential to salva-

tion The understanding, the judgment, and the

passions, are all engaged in the reception of those

primary impressions which, in the conversion of the

soul, finally prevail over the love of sin, and inordi-

nate attachment to the perishable objects of time

and sense, before the concurrence of the will is ob-

tained, and engaged in a cordial co-operation with

those noble powers of the soul. And even after the

consent of the will is fully obtained, and it begins

to act in conjunction with both the understanding

andjudgment, still it is found inadequate to the con-

version of the soul ; for there is not in human nature,

nor even in the first dawnings of the enlightening

and convicting grace of God, a principle capable of

subduing the inordinate concupiscence which reigns

in the unregenerate heart of man*. The infusion

of that regenerating principle which conquers the

obstinacy of rebellious nature, and finally liberates

the captive powers of the soul from the degrading

slavery of sin, and the galling yoke of Satan, must

* The scriptural proof of this will be found in Romans, vii.

H.-24.
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flow from the fountain of salvation opened in the

bosom of Jesus, and must be imparted by that spirit

whose peculiar office it is to renew the soul in the

image of God.

In gaining the concurrence of the will of man,

and in securing its coincidence with the designs and

operations of the holy spirit of God, we discover the

happiest combination of the wisdom, power, and

love of God, uniting their gracious influence in ob-

taining that coincidence upon legitimate and unex--

ceptionable principles, which both revelation and

reason tell us is essential to our present felicity and

eternal salvation. It is a common saying among us,

that " God will not force any man to embrace the

gospel terms of salvation." Probably the word force

is inapplicable to the will of man ; we may force a

man to do an action in direct opposition to his own
will, but we cannot compel him to will that action *.

The consent of the will can be obtained only up-

on rational principles, operating on the leading

powers of the soul above described. To these God

* The actions of a man, either mental or corporeal, are sus-

ceptible of coercion, and may be produced in opposition to the

will, by the influence of exterior circumstances and events : but

a pure and simple volition, an act of the will, is the result of a

self-determining choice, and cannot be the subject of force, or

the object of coercive influence t but that choice in every wise

man ia governed by the ruling principle of the soul. There is

a natural power indeed of resisting this, but not a moral power.

For instance ; I possess a natural power to counteract the first

law of nature, self-preservation, but the moral power of that

first principle restrains me, and I cannot bring my will to con-
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has the most direct means of access, and upon these

we find he exercises that effectual influence which,

though gentle in its commencement and gradual in

its progress, terminates, in all cases of genuine con-

version, in the voluntary surrender of the powers of

body and soul to the glory of God, and the ultimate

salvation of its faithful subject.

Upon the principles laid down in the gospel of

our salvation, there can be no question as to the

right which God possesseth over his rational, intelli-

gent, and redeemed offspring, to exercise that pow-

erful and finally prevailing influence, which arouses

the fears, awakens the conscience, convinces the

judgment, and converts the soul, although much of

this work is carried on in direct opposition to the

natural will of the man. And had those persons

among us, who so strenuously contend for the free

and uncontrouled exercise of their own will, disput-

ing the right even of their Maker to interfere with

its sacred dictates ; had these been left to its free

and unrestrained influence, there can be no doubt

but they would have been to this day wallowing

in the filth of sin, sunk in the gall of bitterness, and
enslaved in the bondage of iniquity. Like headstrong

and petulant children, they would have chosen those

things, and have walked in those paths which would
have terminated in their temporal misery, and ever-

sent to my own destruction. A criminal going to execution, ig

compelled to act in direct opposition to his own will : but the

grace of God can infuse a principle which shall make him most
perfectly willing to die. The consent of the will in that case,

Js not forced, but lawfully gained.
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lasting destruction. Their free will, though per-

haps the idol of their heart, would have infallibly

borne them on its irresistible current down to the

chambers of eternal death.

But God, in the richness of his mercy, checked

the wild progress of this licentious faculty, and re-

strained its eccentric aberrations by his divine and

powerful influence upon those nobler faculties of the

jnind, to which, in his wisdom as the God of nature,

he hath intrusted the reins of government in the

human mind. Surely it doth not become the sub-

jects of this grace to rebel against the means which

the wisdom and goodness of God adopted to sub-

due their stubborn wills, and bring the powers of

their minds under the light and easy yoke of the

gospel of peace. It is highly indecorous in these

to contend against that plan of salvation, by which

they themselves have been happily brought from the

bondage of sin and corruption, " into the glorious

liberty of the sons of God."

If the genial influence of the spirit of God, which

effects the conversion of any individual, can, with

propriety, be termed coercive, it is a coercion for

which we never can be sufficiently thankful, and

which demands our most ardent tribute of praise and

adoration. It is similar in effect to that by which

a tender father arouses his sleeping child, when the

house is in flames about it ; when half awakened,

and yet insensible of the danger which invades it,

the helpless infant frets and rebels against the un-

seasonable intrusion. Allow it the uncontrouled

exercise of its free will, and its destruction instantly
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ensues. But the parent doth not so abandon his off-

spring ; he awakens and preserves it ; and when

that child arrives at veai> ol' discretion, it will bear

a thankful remembrance ofits liappy deliverance.

So are the first operations of j> race ; opposing the

natural will, they often compel the. sinner, against

every previous inclination of his soul, to escape for

his life, as Lot from the city of destruction, and to

fly for refuge to lay hold on the liope set before him.

Happy compulsion ! lor whicU he shall bless the

God of his salvation, through the endless ages of a

glorious eternity ! Others are sweetly drawn by the

silken, cords of love, to embrace the precious sajv a;

tion purchased for tjiem by their great Redeemen
Enticed from the pernicious paths of yiqe, by the a^r

luring influences of the spirit of holiness, they arc

caught in the gospel net almost before they are

aware of the grace which kindly circumvents their

souls, and captivates their affections. Robbed per-

haps by some kindly severe stroke of an interposing-

providence, of their, territorial idols, the vacancy

therieby left in their hearts is insensibly filled up

with the incomparable riches of mercy and grace;

and embracing the proffered love of God in Christ

Jesus, they are powerfully attracted from earth to

heaven, and soon become living witnesses of his

power to save to the uttermost, all that believe in

him with the heart unto righteousness.

It is evident that, in either of these cases, the con-

version of the soul is to be ascribed wholly to the

influence of the grace and spirit of God, who conse-

quently is its sole author and finisher. It is true the
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concurrence of the human will is gained under that

influence ; and so it must necessarily be, for God
will not finally save any man against his will : but

the will is not forced, it is gained over to a coinci-

dence with the gracious designs of God, by those

legitimate means which God hath sanctioned and

ordained to this very purpose. And it is upon this

very principle that we look for the conversion and

final salvation of every individual for whom we of-

fer up our petitions to the throne of grace.

In all those petitions we admit, and by admitting

we sanction the principle, that God possesseth a

power, which without violating the freedom of the

human will, he can exercise in effecting the conver-

sion of any individual of the human race. And if in

our discourses from the pulpit, or in our more pri-

vate conversation, we indulge Arminian prejudices

to the destruction of this evangelical principle, this

unhappy inconsistency furnishes a melancholy in-

stance of the instability and uncertainty of our reli-

gious principles, but cannot affect the truth of God
on this point ; which is established upon his own au-

thority beyond the power of controversy, and corro-

borated by ten thousand instances of the conver-

sion of sinners, in answer to the prayers of others*.

* Mr Wesley always acknowledged and zealously maintained

this principle, though many of our preachers in the present day

strenuously deny it. In his Commentary on 1 Tim. ii. 3. St

Paul having enjoined, in the preceding verse, that " prayers

and supplications should be offered up for all men," and affirmed

that " this is good and acceptable in the sight of God, who

willeth the salvation of all men," that venerable divine observes.



PRESENT STATE OP METHODISM. 249

It has been received as a maxim among us, that

" if a christian will do the will of God, he must, in

every instance wherein he does that will, renounce

his own." This we find recorded first in Mr Wesley's

commentary on Matthew, xvi. 24. " If any man
(saith our blessed Redeemer,) be willing to come af-

ter me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross

and follow me.'* Mr Wesley's note upon this pas-

sage is :
" If any man be willing to come after me

;

—None is forced, but if any will be a christian, it

it must be on these terms:—Let him deny himself

and take up his cross (a rule that can never be too

much observed ;) let him in all things deny his own
will, however pleasing, and do the will of God how-

ever painful." Perhaps it may be owing to the

want of capacity in the present writer*, that he can-

not discern the beauty, and consistency of this pro-

" Do you ask, why are not more converted ? Because we do

not pray enough."—And in some part of his writings (not im-

mediately in the recollection of the author, ) he estaolishes this

principle as a bulwark against predestination : " I can easily

account (saith he,) for the conversion of both Colonel Gardi-

ner, and the Rev. Mr Newton, without having recourse to pre-

destination to explain it. They both had pious mothers, or

aunts, in answer to whose prayers doubtless God converted

both these men." An eminent instance in point, stands recorded

in the Irish Methodist Magazine for February 1812, page 94>.

It would be almost insulting the understanding of a christian, to

point out any particular passages of scripture, in support of the

doctrine here asserted.

* If this is really the case, he trusts some of his brethren will

favour him with an explicit illustration of the doctrine here in-

culcated.
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position. On the contrary, it appears to him to in-

volve a discrepance of sentiment vvliich lie in vain

labours to reconcile, either to the acknowledged

principles of religion, or Mr Wesley's usual accuracy

of expression.

From this commentary it would appear, in the

first place, that the resolution by which a man de-

termines on becoming a christian, is the spontaneous

effort of his own unbiased and uninfluenced will.

—

" None is forced, but if any mil be a christian," &c.

Here then, the natural w ill of a man is supposed to

be fully competent, and that alone, to constitute hini

a christian. But, in the next moment we are told

that it is a fundamental maxim in the christian re-

ligion, that its votaries must in all things deny their

own will ! Consequently that w^ill, by which they

constitute themselves the followers of Christ, must

be abrogated ; it is dismissed from the service of re-

ligion, because it is their own, and therefore uni-

formly at variance with the will of God !

In this short passage, the following maxims ap-

pear to be laid down or assumed, as fundamental

principles of Christianity : First, " It is by the free

and unbiased exercise of his natural will, and by

that alone, that any man can become and continue

to be a real christian. Yet, secondly, The will of

every man, whether converted or unconverted, is uni-

formly opposed to the will of God in all things

!

Thirdly, Therefore his will must never be indulged

in any case, but in all things denied." Consequent-

ly, inasmuch as it was his own will to become and

continue a christian, that will must be abrogated
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and denied, in order to enable him to do the more

acceptable will of God*.

A little farther in the same note we find a rule

laid down, whereby to discover in all cases what is

the will of God concerning us. " Let us remember

then," saith Mr Wesley, " (what can never be suffi-

ciently inculcated,) that God is the author of all

events ; that none is so small or inconsiderable as

to escape bis notice and direction. Every event,

therefore, declares to us the, will of God, to which,

thus declared, we should heartily submit." There

are many in the. Methodist connexion who would

not venture to join Mr Wesley in the maintenance

of this position, that *' God is the author of all

events." If it is actually supported by matter of

fact, then it would appear that the uniform self-denial

of men is not so necessary as was at first imagined,

in order to their doing the will of God ; for that

will is already accomplished and proclaimed in every

event of human life !

* Much as the author venerates the memory, and esteems the

writings of Mr Wesley (and he appeals to the Searcher of

hearts that he does both in a very high degree,) yet he finds it

absolutely impossible to take any other meaning out of these

words than what is here expressed. If it is an erroneous expla-

nation, he shall be happy to be put in possession of the genuine

one. But as the consequence deduced from the premises herq

laid down, though inevitably resulting from them, cannot by any

means be admitted ; we are constrained to believe, that Mr
Wesley on this occasion has mistaken his premises, and that

when our Lord declared that " if any man would be his disciple,

he nmst deny himself;" he did not mean to say that " in all

things he must deny his pwn will." For certain it is, that in a
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Yet Mr Wesley insists on self-denial, that is, as

he explains it, denying our own will, being indispens-

ably necessary in every given instance, even in those

believers whose souls are fully redeemed by the

blood of Christ, and washed from their sins in the

laver of regeneration. Nay, not only in these, but

in the angels of God, who, as we believe, cordially

do the will of God in heaven ; in these also, it ap-

pears, the same necessity for the denial of their own

wills exists as in the saints upon earth, and, by a

parity of reasoning, it will remain with the glorified

saints in their celestial abodes, through the count-

less ages of eternity. Still, it would appear, there

will be a perpetual discordance between the will of

God, and those of his intelligent creatures, though

reigning

" High in salvation's climes,"

which requires their constant self-denial, the uni-

' form renunciation of their own wills.

thousand instances the wills of natural and unregenerate men

coincide with the will of God, particularly if it be true, as as-

serted above, that " God is the author of all events." And in

the minds of regenerate men, the children of God, instead of a

perpetual discordance, there is an almost uniform concordance

of will with that of their heavenly Father. Our Lord, therefore,

certainly intended no more in the passage above cited, than

that every true disciple of his, should deny himself of all un-

godliness of heart and life, and of every sensual gratification,

that is incompatible with the purity inculcated by his divine

precepts. But the gratifications, for instance, of food, marriage,

sleep, and clothing, when enjoyed with temperance, are all per-

fectly conformable to the will of both God and man.
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As this point of doctrine is closely connected with

the experience and privileges of the children of God,

it demands our serious attention : we shall therefore

extract from Mr Wesley's sermon on " Self-denial,'*

the definition we there find of its nature, as well as

the ground and reason of its existence. It is al-

ways with reluctance and caution we would venture

to criticise on the works of the founder ofMethodism;

and still more so to disturb a stone in the vene-

rable fabric he was the instrument of erecting. Yet

we must claim the undoubted privilege of christians

and British subjects, in the free investigation of

those doctrines which we are called upon to embrace

as the medium of our salvation. We must bring

them to the test of scripture, of reason, and of ex-

perience.

" But what (says Mr Wesley,) is self-denial?

" Wherein are we to deny ourselves ? And whence
" does the necessity of this arise ? I answer, the will

" of God is the supreme, unalterable rule for every

" intelligent nature : equally binding every angel in

** heaven, and every man upon earth. Nor can it be
*' otherwise ; this is the natural, necessary result of

" the relation between creatures and their Creator.

" But if the will of God be our one rule of action in

" every thing, great and small, it follows by unde-

" niable consequence, that we are not to do our

" own will in any thing. Here, therefore, we see

** at once the nature, with the ground and reason

*' of self-denial. We see the nature of self-denial

:

" it is the denying or refusing to follow our own
" will, from a conviction that the will of God is the
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" only rule of action to us. And we see the reason

" thereof, because we are creatures ; because " it is

** he that hath made us, and not we ourselves."

" This reason for self-denial must hold, even

** with regard to the angels of God in heaven ; and
** with regard to man, innocent and holy, as he came
" out of the hands of his Creator. But a farther

" reason for it arises from the condition, wherein all

** men are since the fall. We are all now " shapen

** in wickedness, and in sin did our mother conceive

** us." Our nature is altogether corrupt, in every

" power and faculty. And our will, depraved equal-

** ly with the rest, is wholly bent to indulge our

** natural corruption. On the other hand, it is the

** will of God, that we resist and counteract that

*' corruption, not at some times, or in some things

** only, but at all times, and in all things. Here,

** therefore, is a farther ground for constant and uni-

^* versal self-denial."

Without attempting to oppose, in the slightest

degree, the wholesome and necessary doctrine of

self-denial in its true and legitimate character, we
cannot but observe, with all deference, on this pas-

sage,—First, That the general rule here laid down

as the ground of self-denial, appears to be by no

means competent to the establishment of the doc-

trine. It by no means follows that, because I am
a creature of God's formation, my will must be uni-

formly opposed to that ofmy Creator. Rather, being

created " innocent and holy," my will would spon-

taneously act in unison with that of my Creator,

whose moral image constitutes the essence of my
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soul. And this observation applies equally to the

angels of God, and to man " innocent and holy as

he came out of the hands of his Creator." There

must have been a most radical and fatal defect in

the original formation of these holy and happy

spirits, if the perverseness of their wills demanded

the continual pain of self-denial. But Mr Wesley

says, " If the will of God be our one rule of action

in every thing, it follows, by undeniable consequence,

that we are not to do our own will in any thing !"

Can this consequence be admitted ? Most certainly

not. For in ten thousand instances, the will of a

christian perfectly concurs with that of God, and in

gratifying the one he fulfils the other.

But, secondly, the consequent fall and corruption

ofmankind is assigned as "a farther reason" for self-

denial. Would it not be more correct to represent

this as the only reason why it should ever be necessa-

ry ? For it is by this alone and its consequences, that

the rectitude of our nature became perverted, and

we deviate from the will and desire of pleasing God:

But is it not strange that Mr Wesley, that great ad-

vocate for christian perfection, for perfect holiness,

for full conformity, both inward and outward, to

the mind that was in Christ,—and complete restor-

ation to the spiritual and moral image of God, con-

sisting in righteousness and true holiness, entire

purification of the heart, and the dedication of the

whole faculties of body, soul, and spirit, to the glory

of God, and all this flowing from a voluntary self-

operating principle, infused into the soul by the di-
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rect agency of the holy spirit of God; is it not a little

mysterious that, in the midst of all this holiness and

purity, Mr Wesley should leave the human will,

that main spring of our actions, in possession of all

its original perverseness, obstinacy, and rebellion,

constantly opposing and counteracting the will and

designs of God concerning us !
" Here therefore

(saith the concluding sentence,) is a farther ground

for constant and universal self-denial." That ground

is " the corruption of human nature," which of

course must constantly and universally prevail

!

Yea, prevail over the holiest saints upon earth,

otherwise this cause for self-denial must cease to

operate in them.

There can be no question as to the absolute ne-

cessity of self-denial in its strongest sense, and the

uniform surrender of our own wills, in all cases

wherein they oppose the will of God, and conse-

quently have a tendency to frustrate his gracious

designs towards us. But from whence Mr Wesley

derived the notion, that there is no possibility of a

perfect coincidence of will between God and his holy

angels, or redeemed saints ; and that nothing more

than a forced conformity can be expected from the

holiest of them, it is not easy to conjecture : but cer-

tainly he held this opinion, and it must be confessed

it appears very strange, and altogether incompatible

with a state of either perfect holiness or perfect hap-

piness. For the necessity of the denial of the will

of a creature, in order to his submission to that of

the Creator, implies first an opposition of sentiment
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and desire,* and these, if not absolutely sinful, are

at least inconsistent with that state of perfect har-

mony, which we are taught to believe is essential

to a state of consummate blessedness. And se-

condly, it implies an abatement of happiness ; for

every instance of self-denial is attended "u^ith disap-

pointment, and consequent pain of mind. It is tak-

ing up a cross and enduring some degree of mental

suffering, which, in particular cases, might possibly

excite a degree of discontent, and perhaps of inward

or even outward murmuring; and if this can find place

* We are perfectly aware, that our blessed Lord when upon

earth, though a pattern of perfect holiness, once resigned his

own will, to do and suffer that of his heavenly Father. But then,

Jesus was in a state of humiliation and, suffering, and the ex-

emption from pain and death, which as man he desired, was

perfectly innocent and lawful ; and had he insisted on that ex-

emption, God would have infallibly granted it, for he had a right

to claim it, inasmuch as his suffering was allog ther voluntary and

vicarious. A case perfectly similar to this can never occur with

any other person, therefore it will seldom apply as a precedent

;

but cases may occur in which believers rnay innocently desire ex-

emption from crosses and afflictions which the providence of God
lays upon them ; and in which, such desire is attended to and gra-

tified by their heavenly Father, In fact, this is every day's experi-

ence, and it is one proof that an uniform denial ofour own will,

is not an essential branch of the religion of Christ* Nay, our

Lord himself teaches us to expect the gratification of our wills

in a thousand instances, particularly in those passages where he

says '< Ask what ye will in my name, and it shall be given un-

to,—I will do it for you : Ask, and ye shall receive, that your

joy maybe full." &c. (John, xiv. 13. xv. 7. xvi. 24.) Indeed,

every praver we offer up to God, is founded upon a desire and

an expectation that our own will may be gratified in it.

Part L r
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in heaven, the security of the felicity of the saints

in those abodes of happiness, would appear to rest on

very precarious and uncertain foundations. It was a

discrepance of desire that produced the original dis-

cordance of will between " the angels who kept not

their first estate " and their adorable Creator ; and

we know that this inward alienation of mind, soon

ripened into open rebellion, and terminated as might

be justly expected, in the expulsion of those once

happy spirits from their exalted state of felicity and

glory*, their transformation into devils, and their

* About two or three years since a preacher, on the spot

where this is written, gave very great offence to numbers in the

society, by announcing on principles similar to those above

stated, the precarious state of the celestial happiness of the re«

deemed children of God in their Father's kingdom. The preach-

er in question is at least a rank Arminian : some suppose

him a Pelagian. In supporting the doctrine of free will, he of

coui'se carried it into heaven ; but he unfortunately took along

with it the peccability of human nature; and hence, reasoning

on the free agency of intelligent creatures in a state of felicity,

he insisted there was a possibility that this principle might at

one period or other, induce its possessor to forfeit his allegiance

to God, and so become liable to be banished from the realms of

felicity, now no longer eternal, down to the doleful regions of

endless torment. One or two persons were found to support and

defend this doctrine ; but the great majority rejected it with ab-

horrence ; and of these, some ventured so far into the regions

of what may possibly be designated as Calvinism, as to assert

the absolute impossibility, that a glorified saint should ever for-

feit his allegiance to his God, abandon his holiness, or be de-

prived of his eternal felicity. These last sentiments were found-

ed on the following principles

:

First.-i-Their state of trial is over ; with them all temptation

1



PRESENT STATE OF METHODISM. 259

consequent banisliment into the lake of unquench-

able fire.

Upon a review of this part of the question, it

would appear that the absolute uniform renunciation

of our own wills, forms no part of the christian re-

ligion, and that Mr Wesley inadvertently ran into

an error in asserting it. For what is the essence of

religion ? Is it not an inward and voluntary con-

formity to the mind and will of God ? So far then

as this prevails in any human heart, so far a coinci-

dence and uniformity of will prevails between God
and his redeemed creature. Nor is this the effect

of any coercion or constraint. It is the peculiar

glory of the christian religion that it produces an

unanimity of sentiment, a reciprocal affection, a coin-

cidence of desire, and a concurrence of will, between

its redeemed subjects and their adorable Saviour.

Upon these, the happiness of the children of God is

founded, and this we know is the object nearest the

heart of their Redeemer. Now happiness consists

in the gratification of the desires, not in the crossing

ceases, and all peccability is destroyed. This is essential to a

state of perfect rest, and consummate felicity.

Secondly.—They are united to the immaculate Jesus, the

Son of God ; living members of his spiritual body, and one spirit

with him. Therefore, unless the head can fall, the members

must remain with him in a state of endless felicity.

Thirdly.—God, who cannot lie, hath *;ngaged his truth, that

their felicity shall be commensurate with his own eternity. Un-

less, therefore, the divine wisdom can be circumvented, the

divine power be defeated, and the truth of God fail, the glory and

happiness of the saints must be eternal. There, at leabt, God
will reign in their souls, " the Lord of every motion."
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of the wills of intelligent creatures* If God, there-

fore, wills the happiness of his children, he wills the

gratification of their desires; but as these cannot

promote that happiness unless they are holy and in

unison with the divine attributes, so we find tlie wis-

dom and goodness of God has laid the foundation

of our felicity, by imparting to the true believer

** the mind that was in Christ Jesus."* As this,

and the blessed dispositions it infuses prevail in the

soul, all discordance ceases, and the necessity of self-

denial, that is, the crossing of our own will, ceases

along with it ; for our own will then acts in perfect

unison with that of our heavenly Father ; and this

is the essence of sanctification.

In contemplating, however, the general principle

of the conformity of the wills of rational beings to

that of their Creator, in order to our obtaining ac-

curate views, and forming just conclusions upon the

question, we must advert to the different states of

those creatures, and the mode of their relationship

to God their Creator. In the celebrated prayer

taught by our blessed Lord to his disciples, we find

the general principle inculcated, that the will of

God should be universally done, and the pattern of

its perfect fulfilment is held forth from heaven to

earth. This, therefore, is a first principle. Now
the first class of intelligent beings who are the ob-

jects of this principle, are the angels of God. In

their original formation God endued these happy

spirits with understanding, will, and affections. The

* Philippians, ii. 5.
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great object of these noble and Godlike powers, was

the contemplation, love, and adoration of their glo-

rious Creator. Doubtless they also saw, admired,

and loved the divine image shining in and reflected

from each other ; but, however diversified in their

operation, the faculties of the angelic mind must act

under the influence of some governing principle, im-

pressed upon it by the hand of its Creator. That

principle we know was love. And as this principle

operated upon minds, enlightened with the most

perfect knowledge of the divine will, (which indeed

in that happy state, could have no object but the

union of their happiness with the display of his own

g^lory,)—so the confidence those boly and intelligent

beings reposed in the divine wisdom and goodness,

-jn conjunction with the pprity of their nature, secur-

ed a most perfect coincidence of will and reciprocal

afffection between the TriuneGod and those his first-

born sons in their state of ineffable glory and uh-

iuUied felicity. Discordancie of will found no pldce

here ; .there was no circumstance to give it birth;

universal harmony, peace, and happiness prevailed ;

these Were cemented by perfect love : and hence we
must icpnclude neither the occasion for self-denial

nor the thing itself could possibly exist in this state

of consummate I felicity.

i! It is however highly probable, that a period ar-

rived in which the Wisdom of God saw fit to put the

love and'fidelity of these happy creatures to the test.

They entered for a moment on a state of probation.

The occasion of this has been conjectured, and with

much plausibility, to have been that of the announce-
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ment of the divine determination, to create anothe*'

race of beings, over whom his only begotten Son

should reign in endless glory and felicity. Possibly

it was revealed, that this new race should in the

first instance be inferior to the angelic powers, and

clothed in a material body. New acts of adoration

and praise were doubtless elicited by this fresh dis-

play of the divine goodness and power. In some of

the angelic host, however, emotions of a different

nature were possibly excited. These abusing their

elevated powers, probably began to reason against

the expediency of introducing a new and inferior

race of beings, who should divide with them the

love and favour of God ; and thus presuming to ques-

tion the wisdom of the divine counsels, they soon

reasoned themselves into pride, discontent, and re-

bellion.

Hence the origin of evil. It resulted from the

abuse of those powers of self-government, with

which the wisdom of God invested his intelligent

creatures. We are not certain that any external

act indicative of this internal rebellion took place.

It was not necessary for the purpose of ascertaining

the guilty spirits ; the existence of the principle was

a breach of the love and fidelity, which must ever

reign in the mansions of glory. Nor would the sup-

pression of this principle, by an act of what may be

termed self-denial, have presented any acceptable

apology for its existence. The retension of a senti-

ment hostile to the will of God, however its gratifi-

cation may be restrained, constitutes an act of trea-

son against the majesty of heaven. It could have
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no place among those first-born sons of God ; and

hence the instant expulsion of those who harboured

it, from their state of primeval happiness andg-lory.

Next in rank to the angelic powers, stood the

first branches of human nature. On our first parents

God impressed his own divine image of righteous-

ness and true holiness ; he endued them with men-

tal and corporeal powers suited to the state in which

they were placed, and calculated to enable them to

glorify their Creator in all things ; and endowed
them with a rich and splendid external inheritance.

He gave to them also a governing principle of love

in their souls, and surrounded them with every pos-

sible motive to persevere in that state of holiness

and felicity, in which his goodness and wisdom had

originally fixed them. But he placed them in a

state of probation ; he suspended the continuation of

their felicity upon their own fidelity, and he put

their love and obedience to its proper test. Created

with fixed principles, which directed them to pur-

sue their own happiness in the gratification of those

desires which God had implanted in their hearts ;

and sufficiently enlightened to discern the path

which secured the permanence of their felicity,—he

restrained their gratification only in one single point,

to the transgression of which he annexed the pu-

nishment of death.

The immediate object of that restraint was in it-

self trivial ; nor was the breach of the command-
ment accompanied by any intrinsic moral evil. The
immorality of the action consisted in the violation of

vthe divine command, and in that alone ; and such a
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test as this was, eminently displayed the wisdomj

while it manifested the equity of the divine g(.vern-

ment. Man had a liberty of choice, the temptation

to transgression was slight, and presented noap6lo-

gy for its perpetration. Still, however, a natural de-

sire, a thirst after greater knowledge and higher fe-

licity, prompted to disobedience. This principle was

legitimate ; it came from the God of nature, and it

was good. Its gratification, therefore, in every

Other instance was lawful, and the necessity of ab-

stinence, in that particular case, arose nnly Oom the

prohibition which the sovereignty of Got. had en-

joined. No natural cause of self-denial could have

existed in our first parents ; for this would have im-»

plied a discrepance of desire, an irregularity of ap-

petite, utterly incompatible with the excellence of a

Xiature perfect in its degree; and would have been

indicative of an imperfection jh the divineecbnomy

and political government, taken in conjunction with

that nature, highly derogatory to the wisdom and

goodness of the great Creator. ; ' -

; We see thenj that the selfrdehial ihiposled on our

first parents, consisted only, of one solitary instance

of restrairitj,and that merely respecting a sensual gra-

tification, which indeed was not intrinsically iminoral,

but prohibited .only as a test of. their obediehce^nd

fidelity. This circumstance irdicates the purity of

their nature, and its exact coniformity in moral prin-

ciple to the nature of God; tor no immoral tenden-

cy, bias, or inclination, could be found in them as

the object .of restraint or self-denial, and therefore^

an external object was of necessity resorted to, a^
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the test of their fidelity. This, therefore, demon-

strates, that no internal causae of self-denial existed

in our first parents : their judgments, their desires,

their affections, their wills,—^m short, their whole spi-

ritual and intelli'Ctiial pature was a complete tran-

script of the divine min{!,harnu>nising in perf^jct uni-

son with the mind and, will ofGod, and governed by

the principle of love, which- pervaded every faculty

of the soul, producing- a cordial coincidence of. will,

and a deep communion and fellowship with the^glori-

ous author of their existence. Xheionly self-denial

these creatures were cai3able,.of sufferingi iWas tQ

abstain from loving and rejoicing, in Godj .hiit'jif

there was a natural possibility of this ab.^tiqe.U(e.&»

there certainly was no moral possibility, ofj,;ift i-fpf

God himiself was the fountain of their spiritM8yi&^

and from him they continually derived a |>leQi.twdeipf

joy unsjieiakable and lull ofgiory. irhe,;prdv;ider)C|?

Of God also was engaged : to secure, thi^ir,i4"filKi.^

SQ longiSs. they Continued; iajithful.t^ tli!eir;je<^nlr;afit»

and thatii felicity ! consisted An ttije^rfttifi^tltMil^f

tlieir ow.o deiiinee*!!,-) i.mnhijqni-ji ilji ,v bobnunnj!':

Such vvasi the carfe of m(ftniirt;hi^,psimf>'^\sftMe;Qf

holiness and .happinessl; bi«tj;ll»javing lostij^hHipie? ,l>ji 4
Wilful transgresvsiwn of jthe,divine ponnuan^; iiMtf^

latjveisitiiation, wdth :re^pe,ct,ib his CJjitftt.vif, ui|d^ij7

went a complete change. His intiiir(iOUAa<?iWith

God .was: rbioken off.; §rtdl|eiW« hjs dx sir^s b$^c|wne

irfegiulbr,an(i his affeCtioh^ alj^qated from 1^5 ,source

<Jxf all happinesK 'his uinderst*nding; was darkened,

his jtwignteiU ipervertedi)and his; wili-raMigoimter \^

the will of God ; and losing the proper gQveri)meflt
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of his mind, his passions assumed the reins, and he

was precipitated into an abyss of misery and woe.

In this state all idea of a voluntary conformity to

the will of God is out of the question ; he submits

with reluctance to the restraints which, as the mo-

ral governor of the universe, God in his providence

imposes upon him ; and against these his stubborn

spirit rises in frequent acts of rebellion.

But mercy and grace interpose by virtue of the

redemption that is in Jesus Christ, and a new prin-

ciple is gradually infused. The object of this is to

counteract the vicious inclinations of our hearts, to

inform our judgments, correct and regulate our pas-

sions, give a new bias to our affections, and influ-

ence our wills to embrace the gospel terms of sal-

vation, and to regenerate our souls. It is in the

progress of this work that self-denial has its proper

use and most extensive latitude. Still in a con-

siderable degree under the influence of " the carnal

mind, which is enmity against God,*' coveting, and

delighting in the excess of sensual gratification, and

surrounded with temptations calculated to excite

our cupidity; and allurements destructive of piety

but coinciding with the inclinations of the soul ; it

is only in a stern denial, and vigorous resistance of

our predominant desires, we can hope to obtain the

victory over them.

But yet it is evident to the slightest observation,

that even in this case, it is the desires and incli-

nations of the mind originating in the affections of

the soul, that are the subjects of restraint and de-

nial, and not, properly speaking, the will ; for this
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noble faculty coinciding" with the judgment, is al-

ready engaged on the side of God and his grace,

though the affections still cleave to the things of

time and sense. This fact is eminently illustrated

by St Paul in his Epistle to the Romans*, where

personating a man under the convincing power of

the law, and yet partially restored by grace, he

saith, " For to will is present with me, but* how to

perform that which is good I find not. For I de-

light in the law of God after the inward man, but

I see another law in my members, warring against

the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity

to the law of sin, which is in my members." The
will of this man, therefore, concurs in principle

with the law and will of God, and hence we see

the self denial which he is called to practice consists

not in the crossing his will, but in the counteraction

of that " law of sin in his members," which militates

against both his judgment and his willf. Mean
time, in a variety of local circumstances relative to,

his life and conduct, there is a general coincidence)

between his will and the providence of God, and this

* Chapter vii. 18.-23.

+ Mr Charles Wesley, in one of his beautiful hymns, justly

ascribes to the grace of God that influence which corrects the

will, and gives it a liberty of choice, if net a bias to obedience,

m the great work of regeneration. That heaven-born bard, iu

his <:elebrated hymn on Universal Redemption, sings, •?

" A power to choose, a will to obey.

Freely his grace restores ;

We all may find the living way, '-^^

And call the Saviour ours." '^ai uisi
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supersedes the supposed necessity of an uniforn^

abandonment of his own will, to enable him to dp

the will of God,

li'iBut again: the prevalence of corruption is assert-

ed to be one ground.for the universal and continual

jpractice of self-denial. But we contend for the ex-

termination of that corruptiou in the hearts ;of the

children of God. Now, if we arie 'correct in this, it

is. plUtn/that. where tliat corruption is purged away)

the necessity of self-denial, arising from this source,

expires ^ong with it ; for no cause. can operate after

it ceases to exist. In fact we believe. that when a

soUr is ' fully converted to i God, .there i is a perfect

c6iricidence of principle betw^een.'that soul and its

redeeming Saviour, which, j^ervading ev^ry faculty

of tb© mind, produces a concurrence of sferitiraent,

an uniformity of deisigri,,iand a co-operation of bbth

wiH and power, whidi an«ihilates the Oppiisitidn

that formerly.dwelt ia ;tbat soul against thd Will ;and

g'tiaceiOf: God^ And tbiisi\i^e conceive to be;essential

toithe enjoyment of either holihe^s or happiness,everi

s©:lfdr .as these blesslng-s are • td tofe 'Attained in this

life. Yet so long as we are in a state of probation,

so long as crosses, afflictions, and: #Ials; are requi-

site for' the eicet-cise W dur graces, tb'^cc ortiplish t'he

de'sigiis, of God iri us or others, and fo' acivahce our

9!svfi.u|tipiate felipity.,! so Jong we iiqay bq.called upoft

to surrender, some pf:;tbe innoq^t desires of pyi:

hearts, in obedience to the will of our heavenly Fa-

ther. But then we do t,nis most willingly, and con-

sequently it is notour, wills, but our inclinations that

are the subjects of this cross.
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A person possessing the most perfect purity of

heart, may feel a powerful inclination to do, or to

avoid a certain thing, which though perfectly inno-

cent and lawful in itself, may, nevertheless, not co-

incide with the particular design of providence. But
there is i-n that man's mind an entire coincidence of

principle, with the general will of God, and against

this principle it is impossible his will can offer any
designed opposition. No sooner, therefore, does his

judgment inform him of the particular will of God
in the given case, than the opposite inclination in-

stantly subsides, being subdued by the pre-existing

rectitude of his will, and governed by the principle

of love, which pervades every faculty of the mind.

Thus did the blessed Jesus surrender to the will of

his heavenly Father, in the garden of Gethsemene,

that innocent inclination, which as a man he felt, to

escape the shame and pain of an ignominious death,

and the aversion which recoiling nature manifested

to drink the bitter dregs of that cup which was due

to the crimes of a sinful world. But none will say

that the w^ill of Jesus ever presented a designed op-

position to the will of God. A determined opposi-

tion of will, indicates a contrariety of principle, and

this operating in a creature towards its Creator, is

demonstrative of an unholy nature. But the exist-

ence of an inclination opposed to a particular design

of providence, as it does not necessarily involve a dis-

crepance of principle, is perfectly compatible with

a state of unsullied purity, either under a proba-

tionary trial, or, as in the case of our Lord, in a state

of vicarious and expiatory suffering.
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We have dwelt thus particularly on 'the point of

self-denial, because the indiscriminate inculcatioa

of this duty, as continuallj and universally neces-

sary to the doing the will of God, is both ill-found-

ed, and inimical to the happiness, as well as destruc-

tive of the privileges of the children of God. It

militates also against the glorious doctrine of chris-

tian perfection, representing the holiest saints upon

earth as having dispositions which continually pro-

duce volitions at direct enmity with the mind and

will of God. Besides, it presents the holy religion

of Jesus, to both friends and foes, with a most un-

amiable and forbidding aspect ; and its divine Au-

thor, as opposing by a stern and rigid austerity, every

possible gratification of our own wills, and this ap-

parently for no other reason but because they are

our own ! It exhibits our religion as so defective,

and our God so austere, that it is in vain to expect

the former will ever produce in us a full, free, and

voluntary coincidence of principle, and cordial co-

operation with the designs of the latter. Conse-

quently, according to this sentiment, to do the will

of God, we must everlastingly renounce our own

will.

But we have reason to be thankful that neither

scripture nor experience justifies this unfavourable

view of our holy religion, or its adorable author.

On the contrary, confiding in the integrity of the

regenerated heart, under the influence of his holy

spirit, the glorious author of salvation, as we have

already seen, commands his beloved disciples to ask

what they will, in his name, and promises it shall
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be done for them. Thereby demonstrating to us,

that the will of a true child of God is not of that

perverse and obstinate nature, which uniformly op-

poses the will of God ; neither are the precepts of

the christian religion of that rigid character, to re-

quire a constant denial of our own wills to fulfil

them: but, on the contrary, whatever difficulties

may accompany the first entrance upon a life of de-

votion to God, yet the mind of every regenerated

believer is susceptible of those holy principles, which

produce a regular, uniform, and happy conformity

to the will of God, without restraint, coercion, or

self-denial. It is the delight of his soul to do the

will of his heavenly Father. We shall find these

principles maintained in the scriptures of truth, and

confirmed by the experience of every sanctified be-

liever in Jesus*.

Section III.

—

Of Self-Righteousness,

oELF-RiGHTEOUSNESs is that statc and disposition

of mind, which arrogates to itself the power of ful-

filling the whole law of God, satisfying its great

• See Rom. xli. 2—Eph. v. 17. vi.6.—Note, that when our

blessed Lord saith (John, vi. 38,) that " he came down from

heaven, not to do his own will, but the will of him that sent

him," he doth not mean that his will opposed that of God, but

that, as man, the plan of salvation did not originate with him^

but he undertook it in compliance with the will of God.
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and extensive claims, and demanding upon the prin-

ciples of justice, the reward due to a life spent in a

perfect dedication of the powers of both soul and

body to the glory of God, and in uniform obedience

to the divine will. This state of mind is the result

of a combination of ignorance and pride, and if we

may believe the testimony of the inspired writers,

is peculiarly disgusting and offensive in the sight of

God, inasmuch as it is a false and rotten foundation,

incapable of supporting a title to eternal happiness ;

and a refuge of lies, which rejects the sure and tried

foundation that God hath laid in Zion, and attempts

to lay another, which neither the truth nor justice

of God will permit him to sanction.

The scriptures notice and condemn this as a pre-

sumptuous, though futile attempt to frustrate and

overthrow the glorious plan of salvation established

by the wisdom and power of God, in the redemption

of mankind by Christ Jesus. The Jews were its prin-

ciple abettors in the days of the aj;ostles ;
yet they

did it in some degree from ajustifiable motive*, al-

though in this instance completely misapplied, viz :

a desire to combine their own salvation with the ho-

nour and fulfibnent of the law of God in their own

persons. " For I bear them record (saith St Paul f,)

that they have a zeal for God, but not according to

knowledge ; for they being ignorant of God's right-

eousness, and going about to establish their own

* In some degree justifiable 2Ai them, because of the legality

of their dispensation and v/hole religious economy.

t Romans, x. 1.-4.
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righteousness, have not submitted themselves to the

righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the

law for righteousness to every one that believeth."*

Whereas, tlie same holy apostle declares that " it is

not by works of righteousness which we have done,

but according to his mercy he saveth us, by the la-

yer of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.

That being thus justified by his grace, we should be

made heirs according to the (gospel) hope of eternal

life."t Agreeably to which sentiment, we find St

Paul on another occasion praying that he may " be

found in Christ, not having his own righteousness

which is of the law, but that which is through the

faith of Christ ; the righteousness which is of God
by faith." 1:

But if there were self-righteous Pharisees among

the Jews in the days of the Apostles, so there are an

abundance of them among professing christians in

our day. Many of these are to be found in various

religious sects in our own age and country, and to

our sorrow, not a few among the Methodists. It is

true, these do not all imagine that their own works

are of a nature and excellence competent to meet

the demands of the righteous law of God; and

* Romans, x. l.-'i.

+ Titus, iii. 5.-7—The concluding sentence of this quotation

proves a point asserted in a former part of this work, viz. " That

it is as justified behevers, and not merely as pardoned rebels,

the children of God possess their evangelical title to everlasting

life."

X Philippians, iii. 9.

Part I. s
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therefore they are not properly Jewish Pharisees* :

but they appear to think themselves competent to

the performance of all christian duties, as the con-

dition of their admission into the favour of God, and

the support of their title to heaven ; and in this point

of view they may with great propriety be styled

Christian Pharisees. If we pay attention to the ex-

perience detailed in our class meetings, we shall find

a great number of our people express themselves as

depending almost entirely upon their own works for

* Notwithstanding this concession, the author is sorry to say

that he has heard sentiments delivered from a Methodist pulpit,

which bear a strong resemblance to the principles here condemn-

ed. For instance ; on the morning of Sunday the 25th. of April

1813. in the town where this is written, a preacher, the super-

intendant of the circuit, his colleague Mr B. being in the

pulpit behind him, delivered the following sentiments, and as

nearly as could be remembered in the same words, " That as a

child or a servant is conscious of having faithfully fulfilled, or

even exceeded the expectations or commands of his parent or

master ; so the faithful christian, rejoicing in the consciousness

that he fulfils, or even exceeds his duty to God and man, ac-

quires thereby a degree of self-importance and self-siifficieney

(these two phrases were particularly marked,) which raises him

in his own esteem, as well as in that of God ad the holy angels,

above the rest of mankind." These words were taken down im-

mediately after the sermon, the text being, as the author recol-

lects, " For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our Con-

science," &c. (2 Cor. i. 12.) The whole sermon, and indeed

almost all that gentleman's sermons, running in the sanoe strain.

Now, we are constrained to say, that the principles here in-

culcated are the essence of Pharisaic pride and self-righteousness,

as far from the truth of Christianity and the genuine spirit of

humility which it inspires, as it is from the principles of ori-

2
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their acceptance with God : hence you perceive the

principal part of their experience consists in a con-

viction and acknowledj^ement of their short-comings

and unfaithfulness, with resolutions and promises

of amendment. This story is repeated over and

over again, from week to week, but still the promis-

ed* amendment is postponed to a future period,

and probably never makes its appearance at all.

Yet in the absence of the real reformation, the re-

solution and promise comes in for a considerable

share of our confidence, and is no doubt the ground

of much self-gratulation.

Can any thing be more opposite to the genuine

principles of the gospel, than this spiritual drudgery?

Without the animating principle of a lively faith in

ginal Methodism. Personal expostulation had been repeatedly

tried with that preacher, as well as his colleague, by several

members of the society ; but, though conducted in the most

friendly and cTiristian-like spirit, it produced nothing but irrita-

,tion, obstinacy, and resentment. It was therefore not resorted

to on this occasion. But the question is now laid home to Mr
B 's conscience, whether on that occasion he faithfully re-

monstrated with Mr S , on the injurious tendency of the

principles promulgated in that sermon, and which, if his own ge-

neral doctrine was true, he well knew were destructive of the

truth, as it is in Jesus ? This was a duty he owed to God and

his own conscience, although the success of it might be very

doubtful ; for the temper of the author of that sermon has been

aptly compared by some of his friends and admirers, to "a piece

ofthe best steel : you may break (say they), but you cannot bend

him." Is this peculiar obstinacy of temper then an ornament to

the christian religion : is it an amiable trait in the character of

a minister of the gospel ?
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the merits of Christ, and consequently destitute of

the divine influence of the spirit and grace of God,

multitudes of our people drag on a lifeless profession,

having a form of godliness, but without the power

of it, in either their hearts or their lives
; yet still

confiding in the hopes and promises of future amend-

ment.

Why are these hopes so generally frustrated, and

those promises so frequently broken ? Because they

are branches of our self-righteousness, they spring

out of that " root of bitterness," which troubles so

many of our societies, and retains so many luke-

warm and unholy professors among us. These

have never been stripped of their Pharisaic gar-r

ments : never came as guilty, miserable, poor, blind,

naked, and perishing souls, to " the lamb of God,

who taketh away the sin of the world :" never ob-

tained from him the sterling gold of the sanctuary,

that they might be truly rich : never were clothed

with the white raiment of his immaculate righteous-

ness, imputed and imparted, to bide the shame of

their nakedness : never had they their eyes anointed

with the eye-salve of the gospel of Jesus, to enable

them to see either their own deplorable state, or

^^ the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesufe

pur Lord," as the complete and omnipotent Saviour

of all who come to him in sincerity and truth. No

:

they stand at a distance from the sinner's friend
j

wrapped in a patched and ragged garment of an

imaginary righteousness of their own, they approach

indeed the temple of the Lord, but it is often to thank

God " they are not as other men ;" to make some
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apolog-y for the accidental rents in their garment,

through which some " putrifying sores" may be rea-

dily discerned ; and to promise, that at their next

appearance all shall be mended, and they will not

fail to come dressed in a robe of most perfect right-

eousness, " woven throughout" with the unbroken

thread of a complete and uninterrupted obedience !

*

To what are we indebted for the extensive pre-

valence of this deplorable state of mind, among
numbers in our societies ? Many of them are to

this day as ignorant of the gospel plan of salvationj

and as full of the notion of reconciling themselves

to God " by the deeds of the law," as ever was a

disciple of Moses, under his dark and legal dispen-

sation. We owe it in the first place, to the natural

propensity which is found in every unregenerated

human heart, to seek its acceptance with God by

the deeds of the law ; a propensity which St Paul

every where labours to correct ; which the primitive

Methodists saw, lamented, and opposed with all

their power, as eminently destructive of the genuine

work of grace in the heart of man ; but which is un-

happily fostered and cherished by the blind zeal of

some of our teachers in the present day. And hence

we trace much of the barrenness of our christian ex-

perience, and the paucity of vital godliness, so much
and so deservedly complained of among us.

A second cause of this wil,l probably be found in

the general cast of our principles, which, it is evi-

dent, have assumed a legal aspect, a bias to strong

* See the ceremony of " The Renewal of the Covenant,"

treated of in a subsequent chapter.
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Arminianism, which is far from being congenial to

the genuine spirit of the meek and lowly Jesus, and

the evangelical principles inculcated in the gospel

plan of salvation. Perhaps the venerated founder

of the Methodist societies was himself instru-

mental in giving this decisive character to the

principles of that body over which he presided, which

is now too evident to be called In question, and per-

haps too deeply rooted to be easily removed. Con-

vinced of the errors of Calvinism, and aware of its

tendency to cherish the still more dangerous delu-

sions of Antinomianism, Mr Wesley's zeal for God,

and for the honour of the divine law, carried him

with a full tide into the bosom of the strongest Ar-

minianism*. In his moments of candour and mo-

deration, however, we find him confessing that the

truth lies between these two extremes, and even " at

the very edge" of the two former denominations.

* The celebrated Minutes of Conference, of the year 1770,

furnish proof of this. Those Minutes will be the siibject of dis-

cussion in the Appendix to this work ; we shall therefore say no-

tlyng of them here : but we may here notice an instance, of

Mr Wesley's having about that time lost all dread of danger,

from the introduction o? legality into his system of divinity. In

a letter to Miss Bishop, of Bath, dated November .5. 1770, he

observes :—" I cannot find in my Bible any such sin as legality.

Truly we have been often afraid where no fear was. I am not

lialf legal enough, not enough undei* the law of love." And
again, in a subsequent letter to the same lady, of February 16.

1771, he says; " Legality, with most who use that term, really

means tenderness of conscience." If legality indeed means the

practice of the law of love, and the preservation of a tender con-

science, it is plain it cannot be opposed without direct hostility
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From the minutes of the second Methodist Confer-

ence, held in 1745, we extract the following notes:

" Question. Does not the truth of the gospel lie

very near both to Calvinism and Antinomianism ?

—Answer. Indeed it does ; as it were within a

hair's breadth. So that it Is altogether foolish and

sinful, because we do not quite agree either Avith

one or the other, to run from them as far as we can.

** Question. Wherein may we come to the very

edge of Calvinism ?

—

Aiiswer. I. In ascribing all

good to the free grace of God. 2. In denying all

natural free will, and all power antecedent to grace

;

and, 3. In excluding all merit from man ; even for

what he does by the grace of God.
*' Question. Wherein may we come to the edge

r^f AntUioniianiftm ?

—

Auswer. 1. In exaltingr the
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And from the minutes of the ensuing conference

we extract the following

:

" Question. Can an unbeliever (whatever be be

in other respects,) challenge any thing of God's jus-

tice ?

—

Answer. Absolutely nothing but hell. And
this is a point which we cannot too much insist on.

" Question. Do we empty men of their own right-

eousness, as we did at first ? Do we sufficiently la-

bour when they begin to be convinced of sin, to

take away all they lean upon. Should we not then

endeavour with all our might, to overturn their false

foundations ?

—

Answer. This was at first one of

our principal points, and it ought to be so still ; for

till all other foundations are overturned, they can-

not build upon Christ.

^'Question. Did we not then purposelythrow them

into convictions ? Into strong sorrow and fear ?

Nay, did we not strive to make them inconsolable ?

Refusing to be comforted.—Answer. We did.

And so we should do still, for the stronger the con-

viction, the speedier is the deliverance ; and none so

soon receive the peace of God, as those who steadi-

ly refuse all other comfort.

" Qtiestion. Let us consider a particular case. Was
you, Jonathan Reeves, before you received the peace

of God, convinced, that notwithstanding all you

did, or could do, you was in a state of damnation ?

—J. JR. I was convinced of it, as fully as that I

am now alive.

'^Question. Are you sure that conviction was from

God ?—/. R. I can have no doubt but it was.

" Question. What do you mean by a state of dam-
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nation ?-^-J. R> A state, wherein if a man dies,

he perisheth for ever.

" Question. How did this conviction end ?

—

/. R, I had first a strong hope that God would

deliver me, and this brought a degree of peace. But

I had not that solid peace of God, till Christ was

revealed in me."

From these extracts we may safely conclude, that

when that great and celebrated divine was person-

ally engaged in steering the bark of Methodism

through the ocean of contending doctrines, if he oc-

casionally put the helm to either side, he felt the

integrity of his own principles sustained by the bal-

last of truth, which preponderated in his sincere and

Upright heart, although apparent discrepances may
exist in parts of his doctrines.

But all the successors of Mr Wesley did not catch

his falling mantle. It has been torn asunder, and

patches of it occasionally taken up, to give the co-

lour and semblance of truth to the various senti-

ments which now divide the Methodist connexion.

Some of these, at least in Ireland, appear to

have pulled out of their scraps, every thread of

the truly evangelical doctrines which originally

tempered the rigid Arminianism of our principles,

and this caput mortuum, they convert into a bone

of contention against many of the most important

truths of the gospel, because they say these are tinc-

tured with Calvinism : hence self-righteousness be-

comes with numbers the summum bonuni of all reli-

gion. And however unpalatable the truth may be

to our truly evangelical members, yet we must con-
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fess, the principles which give birth to this disposi-

tion, ever destructive of that faith and love which

are the glory of Christianity, are too often proclaim-

ed from our pulpits, embraced and retailed by our

leaders, and unhappily imbibed and cherished by

the people. And what is, if possible, still worse,

when actually detected, they are defended with a bit-

terness of zeal and an asperity of manner, which,

while they demonstrate the pernicious effects of

those Pharisaical principles upon the amiable reli-

gion of the Son of God, shew that the alarming evil

is taking deep root in the hearts of many of our

people*.

* It was a conviction of the prevalence of principles and con-

duct similar to those here reproved, that elicited from the late

venerable and pious Mr Fletcher, the following letter, the intro-

duction of which requires no apology to a Methodist reader.

TO MR T. RANKIN

« My Dear Brother, Madely, June 25, 1781.

"I thank you for your kind remembrance of, and letter to me.

I found myself of one heart with you, both as a preacher and a

believer, before I left Bristol ; and I am glad you find freedom

to speak to me, as your friend in Christ. By what you mention

ofyour experience, I am confirmed in the thought, that it is often

harder to keep in the way of faith, and in the light, than to get

into it. That speculation and reasoning hinder us from getting

into that way, and lead us out of it when we are in it. The

only business of those who come to God, as a Redeemer or Sanc-

tifier, must be to feel the want of Redemption and Sanctifying

power from on high, and to come for it by simple, cordial, work-

ing faith. Easily the heart gets into a false rest, before our last

enemy is overcome. Hence, a relapsing into an imperceptible

degree of indolence and carnal security. Hence, a dreaming.
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Hence arises our formality in religion : we want

the animating principle of living faith, and hence

that love, which can flow from its divine source

through no other channel, waxeth cold ; the streams

of salvation are intercepted, the springs of redeem-

ing grace are apparently drying up, and we substi-

tute a cold and formal profession, for the heart-cheer-

ing religion which characterised the primitive days

of Methodism, and distinguished its votaries from

the professors of other denominations. We shall

ever find that in the same proportion as our self-

righteousness prevails, the genuine religion of the

gospel, the " righteousness, which is of God by pure

that we are rich and increased in goods. That is one of the

causes of the declension you perceive among the Methodists,

Another is, the outward rest they have, which is consistent with

the selfish views of hypocrites, and with the unbending of the

bow of faith, in those who are sincere. Another yet may be,

the judging of the greatness of the work by the numbers ; which

I fear, misleads Mr ****** himself. And so long as he firmly

believes Methodism flourishes and increases, it will be almost in

vain to offer, or administer remedies to remove declension. How.
ever, be the consequence what it will, those who see the evil,

should honestly bear their testimony against it, first in their own
soul, next by their life ; and, thirdly, by their plain and constant

reproofs and exhortations. The work ofjustification seems stopt,

because the glory and need of the pardon of sins, to be received

and enjoyed now by faith, is not pressed enough upon sinners
;

and the need of retaining it, upon believers. The work of sanc^

tification is stopped, if I am not mistaken, by the same reason,

and by holding out the being delivered from sin as the mark ; in-

stead of being rooted in Christ, and filled with the fulness of

God. The dispensation of the Spirit is confounded with that of

the Son ; and the former not being held forth clearly enough,

believers in Jesus Christ suppose they have the gift of the Holy
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faith in the son of his love," abates, and we dwindle

into all the lifeless formality of a lukewarm profes-

sion.

Among other fundamental causes which operate

in the production of this unfavourable state, may be

reckoned an inattention to the distinguished bless-

ings of the glorious dispensation of the spirit un-

der which we live. The holy spirit himself, in the

oracles of inspiration, hath clearly pointed out the

distinctions between the various dispensations of

grace under which the children of men have liv.ed

in the different ages of the world ; and all the testi-

monies recorded in that fountain of truth, unite to

Spirit ; hence the increase of carnal believers; (See Acts viii,

16. and Acts i. 2.) hence so few spiritual men. I offered my
thoughts upon that subject to Mr ******

; they were not re-

ceived ; but if I am not mistaken, I am with the four Evange-

lists, and the first Martyrs. Let us pray, hope, love, believe for

ourselves, and call, as you say, for the display ofthe Lord's arm.

My love to your dear fellow-labourer Mr Pawson. Pray for

your affectionate brother,

« John Fletcher."

There are in this valuable letter some interesting hints which

our preachers would do well to meditate and improve upon.

Few men have ever had clearer or more accurate views of the

glorious privileges of the children of God than Mr Fletcher. He
here strikes at the root of that self-righteousness which he then

saw gaining ground in the Methodist connexion. We cannot

but feel some regret that Mr Wesley (who is doubtless indicated

by the ******, ) did not pay more respect to the representations

of this very enlightened and judicious, as well as deeply pious

divine. We see the truth of his observations evinced in the pre-

sent state of the Methodist societies, at least in many parts of

Ireland.
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prove the vast superiority of that dispensation under

which we live, above any preceding medium of sal-

vation. Perhaps no modern divine had clearer views

of this important distinction, than the late Rev. Mr
Fletcher. What we possess of his sentiments on

this interesting subject, while it convinces our judg-

ments and excites our admiration, leads us to regret

that this holy and enlightened man did not bequeath

to the church of God, a more copious and satisfac-

tory elucidation of the important truths contained

in that deeply mysterious branch of revealed re-

ligion.*

But what preacher among us ever glances at the

distinction of dispensations ? Although containing

some of the most interesting privileges of the gos-

pel of Christ, W€ seldom hear the slightest allusion

to this important subject thrown out from the pulpit.

On the contrary, we continually hear the principles

and doctrines applicable to Judaism, Gentilism,

4ind Christianity (not to mention the more peculiar

distinctions of the dispensations of John the Baptist,

and of the spirit, as the consummation of that of

the Father and the Son,) all blended together in one

mass of confusion. So that a man sitting under

• The author has been informed that an explicit and copio)ts

work from the pen of that venerable divine on this most interest-

ing subject, being by his singular modesty and humility, sub-

mitted to the criticism of another eminent minister of that day,

was by him altogether suppressed ! Who that knows and is able

to appreciate the general excellency of Fletcher's writings, but

must sincerely regret this very unfortunate circumstance ? What
an irreparable loss must the church of God have sustained in

that suppressiott

!
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one of those indiscriminating sermons, is at a loss

to know whether he is to seek for salvation as d

Jew, a Gentile, or a Christian ! It is then little

wonder if we see as many self-righteous Pharisees,

as humble and faithful witnesses of the redeeming

grace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, in our

congregations and societies.

Certain it is, that until a man abandons all hopes

of being able by any means, within the compass of

his own power, to recommend himself to the divine

approbation and favour, he never will stoop to em-

brace that salvation which is purchased for perish-

ing sinners : and until he renounces all confidence

in his own righteousness, he will never be disposed

to embrace that perfect and immaculate righteous-

liess, in the imputation and actual enjoyment of

which alone, he can find acceptance with God upon

earth, or obtain either a title to heaven,- or a quali-

fication for the glorious felicity of his redeemed chil-

dren. Let therefore the holiest saint in our con-

nexion, accompany the weakest believer in Jesus,

and while upon the soundest principles of the gospel,

they are labouring to work odt their own salvation

with fear and trembling, let them adopt the language

and sentiment of our late venerable bard, and sing^

with Mr Charles Wesley,

" While thus we bestow

Our moments below,

Ourselves we forsake,

And refuge in Jesus's righteousness take.



PRESENT STATE OF METHODISM. 287

CFIAP. VI.

©F THE SACRED PERSON OF THE SOX OF GOD.—CONFUSED IDEAS

AND INACCURATE EXPRESSIONS, RESPECTING THE DIVINE AND

HUMAN NATURES OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, NOTICED AND

CORRECTED.—IMPORTANT QUESTIONS RESPECTING THESE PRO-

POSED. OBSERVATIONS THEREON.

1 HE Methodist societies are well grounded in the

fundamental and important doctrine of a trinity of

persons in the Godhead. They, perhaps almost to

a man, firmly believe in the co-existence of the Fa-

ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, to each of whom
they ascribe all the essential attributes of deity ;

and yet with St Athanasius they unanimously de-

clare, " there are not three Gods, but one God."

And agreeable to this orthodox sentiment, it is quite

common for them in all conversations upon this im-

portant point, as well as in their public discourses

and writings, to contend earnestly for the divinity

of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are not about to

call in question the accurate propriety of this m;ost

orthodox principle: but as there are sometimes vague

and inaccurate expressions used in our descriptions

of that divinity, it might be well to reduce these to

such a certainty of meaning, and correctness of lan-

guage, as may exclude the appearance of inconsist-

ency from the doctrines we inculcate, respecting the

sacred person of our adorable Lord and Savioul'.
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The point to which those inaccuracies appear

principally to attach, is the confounding the divine

and human natures of the great author of salvation

;

occasionally ascribing to the latter the attributes of

deity, and to the former, the imbecilities of human-

ity. This discrepance of expression no doubt arises

from the want of a due attention to the fundament-

al principles upon which the deep and interesting

subject of the incarnation, sufferings, and death of

the Lord Jesus Christ is reposed. Although we

readily acknowledge there are mysteries in this di-

vine sul)ject, which will perhaps for ever baffle the

researches of finite minds, yet some branches thereof

being the objects of distinct revelation, and others

necessarily deducible from those, it behoves every

minister of the gospel to have his understanding well

informed, and his heart well affected towards the im-

portant truths which are the objects of our faith, rela-

tive to the person and offices of the great high-priest

ofour profession, and captain of our salvation.

Yet perhaps few among us think it necessary

deeply to study this interesting subject : the gene-

rality both of preachers and people seem content

with a general, but often very confused idea of the

divinity of Christ, in support of which they quote

indeed many pertinent passages of scripture, but

without properly discriminating between the vica-

rious character of Jesus Christ, and the proper deity

of the Son of God. Hence arises frequent confu-

sion of thought, as>well as inaccuracy of expression.*

An instance of this kind occurred not long since, within
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According to the soundest principles, the most
orthodox doctrine extant in the church of Christ,

it appears, that Jesus Christ (signifying the anoint-

ed Saviour,) is the mediatorial title of our blessed

Redeemer, and particularly designates his humanity,

both spiritual and corporeal, as the one mediator be-

tween God and man, and as the victim of divine jus-

tice in our redemption. This is synonymous with

the Hebrew term, Messiah. In his divine nature,

the Son of God is equal with the Father, and is by

the author's knowledge, which, as it illustrates the present sub-

ject, he will relate it—A preacher, who certainly has no nieaa

opinion of his own talents and orthodoxy, was delivering a dis-

course from Colossians, i. 12.-18. He admitted, that the terms

Jesus Christ applied only to the manhood of our Lord, and

were descriptive of his vicarious character, as the saviour of

the world, and the only mediator between God and man. And
he contended strenuously that his person and character had no

kind of existence until the formation of the former in the womb
of the virgin mother, and the subsequent developement of the

latter in the life and death of Christ. In fact, he denied alto-

gether the pre-existence of the Lord Jesus Christ, prior to his

incarnation. Coming, however, to verse 15, where the dignity

of primogeniture is expressly ascribed to him above every crea-

ture that exists, as an indefeasible predicate of his high and

peerless character, he asserted, that this meant nothing more

than his priority of resurrection from tlie dead ! Whereas, had

he advanced to verse 18, he would have found the priority of

resurrection there asserted by the apostle in its proper place, as

an additional predicate of our Lord's mediatorial character, in

order that, as it is there expressly stated, he might, " in all

things have the pre-eminence" over every creature; viz. not

only by primogeniture, over both angels and men ; but by prior-

ity of resurrection over glorified saints. By the first of these

his existence before any other creature is clearly demonstrated ;
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St Paul expressly styled God over all, and blessed

for ever (Rom. ix. 5.) and by Isaiah, Emanuel, God
with us (Isaiah, vii. 14.) The humanity of Jesus

Christ was the temple of the deity, and many who
contend for the absolute distinction of persons in

the godhead, suppose it was exclusively inhabit-

ed by the deity of the second person in the ador-

able trinity, the Son of God. But against this

opinion we have the express testimony of Jesus

himself, who uniformly ascribes his great and ex-

and, in the second, his- priority of resurrection is expressly as-

serted, and both are equally necessary to the apostle's conclu-

sion, viz. " That in all things he might have the pre-eminence,"

to which the point of primogeniture is most essential.

The preacher in question, however, having, as he imagined,

thus got rid of the pre-existence of our blessed Saviour, and

sunk his birth-right below that of all angels, and three-fourths

of the hunmn race, passed smoothly on to the 16th verse,

where he began to discover some indications of the great truth

asserted by St Paul ( 1 Eph. iii. 9.) that " God created all things

by Jesus Christ." Here he found himself completely embarras-

sed; but he resolved to cut his way through, and being deter-

mined, at all hazards, to maintain the divinity of Christ, he tri-

umphantly asserted, that " The almighty Jesus created all

things !" That is to say, he ascribed the incommunicable attri-

butes of Deity to that being who, according to his own account,

only came into existence in the latter period of the world ; and

asserted in fact, that he created all things 4000 years before he

liimself began to exist ! This sermon lasted about twenty mi-

nutes, at the end of which time (as it was afterwards under-

stood,) the preacher gretv sick ; but a kind of promise was held

out of resuming the subject on a future occasion. But as that

'period never arrived, we may fairly conclude the sickness conti-

nues to the present day. This lesson ought to have taught that

preacher not to be quite so dogmatical and censorious in his fu-

ture behaviour, as he generally was.
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cellent works to the energy of the Father, who

dwelt in him*. And we find also it on record in

the inspired writings, not only that Christ was ori-

ginally baptised with the holy spirit in the river

Jordan f, but that a plenitude of his sacred influ-

ences always filled the human soul of the immacu-

late Jesus |. Nevertheless, as our blessed Lord

constantly asserted his own unity with the Father^,

it is evident that the humanity of Jesus was the

habitation of the adorable trinity of Father, Son,

and Holy Ghost.

But there are other interesting questions relative

to the person and ofl&ces of our Lord and Saviour,

respecting which many even of our preachers are

perhaps as ill-informed as the majority of their hear-

ers, and yet they are branches of religious knowledge

highly necessary to make the former " able ministers

of the new covenant," and to render the latter *' wise

unto salvation." To instance only a very few of

these : Does the term " Son of God," as descriptive

of our Redeemer's character, apply exclusively to

the divine, or the human nature of the Messiah ?

If to the divine, does it imply a derivation of exist-

ence, or what is its true meaning ? If, as many

imagine, it applies to the human only, then how will

you denominate the second person in the trinity,

seeing, on that supposition, the proper deity of the

Son cannot be maintained ? But if the relative

* See particularly John, xiv. 10.—" The words that I speak

unto you, I speak not of myself, but the Father who dwelleth In

me : he Joeth the works."—See also Chapter viii. 28, &c.

t Matthew, iii. 16. X John, iii. 34. § John, xiv. 9. 10.
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term Son, is applical)le to both the divine and hu-

man natures of Christ, does this involve both in the

circumstance of derivation ?

Again: at what period may we suppose the human
soul of our Lord began to exist? Ifwe say, with some

celebrated writers among ourselves, as well as emi-

nent divines among other denominations, that this

first began to exist at the period of its miraculous

formation in the virgin's womb, then there was no

mediator between God and man, under either the

Patriarchal or Mosaical dispensations, seeing St

Paul expressly limits that oflEice to " the man Christ

Jesus."* Again : By what mode may we suppose

the human soul of Christ to have been brought into

existence ? Was it a mere creation, by the omnipo-

tence of God at the period of its conception ? If so,

how stands he spiritually related to human nature ?

Whereas, to constitute him an eligible sacrifice for

the human race, was it not requisite that he should

be both spiritually and corporeally identified with

that nature he was destined to redeem ? But if, on

the other hand, the soul of Jesus was miraculously

derived from that of his virgin mother (as that of

Eve is supposed to have been from Adam,) then by

what means was it exonerated from the burthen of

corruption said to be inherent in, and propagated

with every human soul ? It must have partaken of

her nature.

Again : In the penal sufferings and vicarious death

of our blessed Lord, did the manhood of Christ sus-

* 1 Timothy, ii. 5.
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tain the the whole weight of that direful penalty, or

are we at liberty to embrace the vulgar notion, that

the godhead of Christ endured a portion of the suf-

ferings ? But is not the latter notion utterly incom-

patible with the acknowledged attributes of deity,

who is incapable of suffering ? And is not this

idea discountenanced, if not confuted by the express

testimony of scripture, which informs us, first, that

an angel appeared to our Lord, and strengthened him

in his agony :
* now it is certain the deity could not

require any support from a creature ! But, second-

ly, our Lord himself in his expiring cry, pathetically

complains of the withdrawing of the divine presence

from him, in the last extremity of his inconceivable

agony f . And indeed this abandonment appears to

have been an inseparable appendage to theawful cir-

cumstances in which our Lord was then placed ; for

he there represented the sinful race of Adam, and

was at that tremendous moment enduring the ex-

cessive penalty of divine vengeance, due to the ag-

gregate sins of the world. But the consolatory pre-

sence of God was incompatible with that direful

predicament in which the love of Jesus had plunged

his righteous soul, to enable him to atone for our

transgressions. ^ Yet there must assuredly have

* Luke, xxii. 4.3. t Matthew, xxvii. 46.

^ It has been supposed, and pretty generally, that the human

nature of our Lord was inadequate to sustain the weight of ven-

geance due to the sins of mankind, unsupported by the deity. If the

author of this work lives to publish a Treatise on this deep and in-

teresting subject, the MS. of which is now in a state of forward-

ness, he hopes to be able to shew the contrary on the most satis-
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been something superlatively great and excellent

in the human character of our Lord, when an inspir-

ed prophet is found to describe him as " the man

that is the almighty's fellow".*

But we have frequently heard unguarded expres-

sions even from Methodist pulpits, by no means con-

sistent with the orthodoxy of our general principles,

respecting the sacred doctrine of an Unitarian Trini-

ty in the divine nature ; and even some of our hymns,

excellent as those admirable compositions generally

are, both for their sentiments and language, present

some instances of expressions, which, after making

all reasonable allowances for the flights of poetry,

are by no means either justifiable or decorous. As

an instance of the former, a preacher of the first

rank among us, has been heard to describe the Fa-

ther as " the fountain of deity ;" indicating thereby,

that both the Son and spirit derived both their ex-

istence and godhead from the Father. But how is

this sentiment to be reconciled to our general no-

tions of the perfect equality of the three sacred per-

sons, as co-eternal in their existence, and co-equal

in dignity, authority, and power ? " In this trinity

factory grounds, and to exhibit the human nature of Christ res-

cued from that state of imbecility and degradation to which the

vulgar errors of mankind have reduced it ; and exalted to that su-

perior rank in creation which the scriptures uniformly asciibe lo

it. The queries and observations above stated, are designed prin-

cipally to shew the imperfections of the common hypothesis rela-

tive to the person of our glorious Redeemer, and the impossibility

of solving many difficulties relative to his saci ed character and of-

fices, upon the principles commonly propagated among us.

* Zechariah, xiii. 7.
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(saith Athanasius,the great oracle ofTrinitarianism,)

none is at'ore or after other ; but the godhead of the

Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all

one ; the glory equal, the majesty co-eternal." How
then is " the Father alone the fountain of deity ?"

Another most exceptionable and erroneous mode

of expression which has sometimes fallen from high

authority in our pulpits, is, " that the eternal God

was made man, suffered and died upon the cross,

for us men, and our salvation," &c. &;c. Is it so

then, that the ever blessed God hath changed his

nature, and from being the eternal, self-existent, im-

mortal deity, hath become a feeble, suffering, mor-

tal man ? By no means ! But our hymns support

the same sentiment ; in them we sing,

« The immortal God for me hath died !"—And,

" I thirst for a life-giving God,

A God that on Calvary died !"

Tenderness for the feelings of those who have in-

advertently been drawn into the use of those most

unjustifiable expressions, induces us to mollify the

censure they so richly deserve. And although they

carry their own condemnation on their face, yet in

condescension to the weakness of many of our

brethren, we shall reason for a moment on their

great and unqualified absurdity.

And first let us ask, do the oracles of inspiration

inculcate any such doctrine,—do they authorise any

such language, as is here made use of ? Most cer-

tainly not. The plain testimony of scripture on
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this important point, is *' that God was in Christ re-

conciling the world unto himself,"* sanctifymg, pre-

paring, and dedicating the immaculate humanity of

Jesus, to become a sacrifice for the sins of the whole

world. The humanity of Jesus is the fairest image

of the divine nature ; in it dwelt and shone forth

" all the fullness of the Godhead bodily ;"t it was

and still is the glorious habitation of the triune God,,

in and through which all the perfections of the deity

are exhibited and reflected on every other creature.

God is, and probably ever was inaccessible to all

other created beings, but through the humanity of

Jesus Christ ; for he is " the first-born of every

creature,—and the beginning of the creation of

God,":|: and in all things he has, ever had, and ever

will have the pre-eminence above both angels and

men.
And because the humanity of Jesus is the glorious

habitation of the Deity, it is said, " God was ma-

nifest in the flesh ;"^ that is, when Jesus took our

corporeal nature upon him, as we had previously

partaken of his spiritual nature, then the glorious

attributes of the godhead, which dwelt in the man
Christ Jesus, were exhibited in all their native

lustre, to the admiration of both angels and men.

In the person of our glorious Redeemer were united

the perfections of both the divine and human na-

tures ; and hence, by a strong figure of speech, the

precious blood, which the holy Jesus shed for the

* 2 Cor. V. 1 9. t Col. ii. 6 i Col. i. xv.—Rey.. iii., 14.

§ 1 Timothy, iii. 16.
r,

•
.
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remission of our sins is styled by an inspired apostle,

the blo(jd of God*.

But is any one among us weak enough to con-

clude from this figurative expression, that the eter^

nal God literally shed his blood for us ? This pre-

posterous notion would be incomparably more gross-

ly absurd than the Popish doctrine of transubstan-

tiation. The idea of a suffering and expiring deity

is so repugnant to our enlightened reason, so de-

grading to the divine character, so much at vari-

ance with the principles of all theology, and so sub-

versive of every attribute of the godhead, that it is

beyond measure astonishing how such a notion could

ever find its way into the doctrines of Christianity

;

or that any figurative expression of scripture could,

by men of sense, be ever tortured into the support

of a doctrine so full of absurdity and contradiction.

It is deifying the material body of the blessed Jesus,

and laying the foundation of the grossest idolatry,

in the very person of the immaculate Son of God.

Doubtless tke idolatry of the mass originally sprang

out of this absurd notion of a corporeal deity ;

whereas, we know that " God is a spirit, whom no

man hath seen, nor can see :"f and they' that wor-

ship him acceptably must do it " in spirit and in

truth."

While, therefore, we admit most cordially the

sound and scriptural doctrine of the trinity of per-

sons in the deity, and worship them under the sacred

.pities of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, let us be most

^ Acts, XX. 28. t John, iv. 'U.—l Timothy, vi. ICk
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guarded against materialising the ineffable perfec-

tions of the deity. Let us not attempt to incorpo-

rate the imbecilities and infirmities incident to flesh

and blood, with the essential attributes of the god-

head; but always carefully discriminate.between the

sufferings of the man Christ Jesus, and the essential

glory of the second person in the adorable trinity

;

nor, by distorting a figurative expression of the in-

spired writers, attempt to establish thereon a doc-

trine so full of absurdity, so shocking to common
sense, and so destructive of all principle, as the death

of God ! No : let us not thus expose ourselves to

the contempt and censure of other denominations of

christians ; nor any longer clog the religion of Christ

with absurdities which render both it and us the

laughing stock and abhorrence of Jews, and infidels

of every description.

In all our expressions relative to the sufferings

and death of our adorable Redeemer, let us remem-

ber it was the Tnan Christ, who indured those suffer-

ings and underwent that penalty ; it was simply the

body, flesh, and blood of Jesus Christ that tasted of

death ; it was his blood that was shed for the re-

mission of our sins, and it was both the body and

soul of Christ Jesus, the immaculate Lamb of God,

which were offered up as an atoning sacrifice, and

accepted as a satisfactory ransom for the souls and

bodies of all other men. That precious body and

immaculate soul had been and still are in their glo-

rified state, the habitation of the godhead ; but that

soul and body were not God ; nay, in the last agony

of piacular suffering, the deity appears to have with-
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drawn his sacred presence from the awful scene,

and left the "one mediator between God and man,

the man Christ Jesus," to sustain, by virtue of his

incomparable powers, the weight of divine ven-

geance, poured out upon his innocent soul, by a sin-

avenging God*.

It is very commonly supposed that the vengeance

of God, which was satiated by the blood of Christ,

was infinite in its extent, and boundless in its de-

mands ; and hence it has been concluded that the

deity himself must have participated in the suffer-

ing, and have given merit to the atonement, which

otherwise could not have been adequate to the pur-

poses of reconciliation upon legal principles. The
accuracy of these sentiments may be justly question-

ed ; they appear to be the offspring of a fallacious

* In the consideration of this most delicate point in the mys-

terious doctrine of the incarnation of Christ, we shall find occa-

sion for all the wisdom and prudence we possess, and for all the

light which the oracles of inspiration cast upon this glorious dis-

play of the unsearchable counsels of God ; lest on the one hand

we inadvertently stain the divine glory, by imputing to it the

infirmities of humanity ; or, on the other, exalt that humanity

beyond its proper limits, in the glorious work of redemption

;

or, thirdly, lest we degrade the superlative dignity of the bless-

ed Jesus in his mediatorial capacity (which St Paul hath limit-

ed to his human nature,) below that high and most exalted rank

which it fills in the creation of God. Our just and natural dread

of the principles of Arianism and Socinianism, may readily drive

us into any of those extremes. But in contending for the pro-

per dignity of the spiritual humanity of Jesus Christ, there is

no kind of necessity for surrendering the actual divinity of the

second person in the ever blessed trinity. On the contrary, the

pre-existence of that spiritual humanity, as the medium of ac*
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mode of reasoning, unsupported by divine authority,

and instituted for the purpose of accommodating a

preconceived opinion of an excessive rigour in the'

divine economy, which even transcends the bounda-

ries of strict justice, and which induced God to re-

quire an infinite satisfaction for a finite offence. We
call it a finite offence, because, although committed

against a being infinite in his perfections, yet it was

the transgression of a finite creature who was inca-

pable of performing an infinite act, and it was also

the violation of a law instituted for the regulation

of the conduct of that finite creature ; consequently

its terms were suited to the limited capacity of that

being, or those beings who were to be its subjects.

Now we argue, that if the fulfilment of that law

did not demand the exertion of infinite powers, so

cess to God prior to the incarnation of Jesus, its transcend-

ant excellence as the immediate habitation of the deity, and

his intimate union with the triune God, appear to be facts not

only supported by the ample testimony of scripture, but indis-

pensably necessary for the explanation of many passages which,

on any other hypothesis, must for ever remain in the shade of

obscurity. Among these we may reckon 2 Cor. viii. 9. Coloss. i.

13.-20. Eph. iii. 9. Philip, ii. 5.-11. Heb. i. 4.-9. Rev. iii. 14.

In all which places every judicious and candid mind must per-

ceive strong indications of, and evident allusions to the union of

a superlatively excellent created dignity, combined with the es-

sential attributes of deity. And let us remark, that the glo-

rious being who sustains both these characters, is expressly styl-

ed " the Lord Jesus Christ," prior to his incarnation. And ia

almost all the passages above pointed at, many predicates are

ascribed to the Son of God, which would be found incompatible

with his absolute deity, unless we admit the co-existence of the

spiritual humanity of Christ at that period.
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neither could its violation require an infinite atone-

ment. That atonement dnquestionably had sit

boundaries, as had the penalty due to the transgres-

sion of the law ; and those boundaries were fixed

by the justice of God : and although these were cer-

tainly beyond the ability of fallen man to meet and

satisfy (which circumstance alone, insured the eter-

nity of his punishment, without a Redeemer,) yet

they did not, they could not, exceed the powers of

the man Christ Jesus in the perfection of his human
nature, fully to embrace, and completely to satisfy.

For let us never forget, but retain as a first prin-

ciple, that the law was made for, and given to hu-

man nature, and in that nature alone could the

wisdom and justice of God look for its fulfilment,

or for an adequate atonement for its violation.

Hence the necessity that Jesus the great fulfiller

should be identified with our nature, and accomplish

in it what was demanded by the righteousness of

God for our restoration to the divine favour. This

principle which appears fully equal to its own sup- '

port, is nevertheless corroborated by another, equally

forceable and conclusive ; namely, that it was im-

possible the godhead could suffer. Of this we must

never lose sight ; it is a fundamental and an unalter-

able principle of all theology ; and from it we learn

that it was the manhood of Christ which endured

the penalty due to our transgressions. It is true

that manhood was supported and strengthened by

the consoling presence of the godhead, throughout

the entire course of his immaculate and meritorious

life ; to this he was entitled even as a righteous man.



302 INQUIRY INTO THE

but being high in the divine favour, he enjoyed this

divine and gracious influence in the richest super

abundance. But in the article of death, yea, and

for some time prior to that aweful moment, when

entering upon his expiatory passion, it would appear

that the humanity of Jesus was deprived of that di-

vine consolation, fnr God no longer treated him as

a beloved son and faithful servant, but as the victim

of his vengeance against sin and sinners; and in this

character he was entitled to no consolation from his

heavenly Father : nevertheless, an angel from hea-

ven was deputed to strengthen and support him in

the crisis of his sufferings. But had those sufferings

been infinite in their nature, it is plain the humanity

of Christ, though sustained and strengthened by all

the angels of the celestial hierarchy, could hot have

supported the direful penalty. He must have sunk

under the unequal burthen ; but those sufferings

were without all doubt limited by the wisdom and

justice of God and apportioned only to the finite

offences of created beings. Yet such was the enor-

mity of human guilt, such the weight of vengeance

poured out upon the immaculate soul of our great

Redeemer, that when bearing our sins in his own
body, even he himself could not have sustained it,

had he not been, as already noticed, in the exalted

language of the prophet, the almighty's fellow*.

* " Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the

man that is my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts." (Zech. xiii 7.)

Many cite this passage as a proof of the divinity of Christ, and

of the equality of the godhead of the Son, with that of the Fa^

ther. But upon a minute attention to the analogy of its part?,
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Some who are shocked at the idea of a suffering

and expiring deity, endeavour to mollify the rigour

of that notion by saying that "The humanity of

Christ was offered up upon the divinity ; that the

altar then sanctified the gift, and stamped the suffer-

ings of Jesus with an infinite value." Plausible as

this may appear, it is nevertheless nothing more

than an ingenious hypothesis, unsupported by any

we shall probably find that interpretation cannot be supported.

For if we speak of the absolute deity of the sacred person in

the trinity, it is evident that he is himself " the Lord of hosts"

who speaks on this occasion ; whereas the language of the pro-

phet is here addressed to a man, that is, to the man Christ Je-

sus; called by a bold and striking figure, the fellow of the Al-

mighty ; first, because of the divinity of which his body and soul

were the temple, and the consequent union which subsisted be-

tween the triune God and the humanity of Jesus. The soul of

Christ (if we may with reverence indulge the comparison,) be-

ing to the godhead what our bodies are to our souls, viz : the

medium through which we think, act, and speak. So God ma-

nifests his glory to men and angels, through the manhood of

Christ. Hence he speaks of an union between himself and his

God and Father, in which all his living members will finally

partake (See John, xvii-. 21. 22. xx. 17.) And secondly, on

account of his superlative excellency, as being the brightest

image, the strongest resemblance of the godhead (See Heb. i.

1.2.) For if Adam was created in, and reflected the image of

God, the man Christ, without all doubt, was, and did so, in an

incomparably more eminent degree. But again : the sword is

here commanded to awake against this man ; against the shep-

herd of Israel. Was it then against the deity of the Son of God
that the sword awaked ? By no means : it was sheathed in the im-

maculate bosom of the man Christ, and satiated its fury in his-

precious blood ; but it assuredly wounded not the godliead of

our great Redeemer.
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direct testimony of scripture. For although the

scripture does affirm in general terms, that " God
was in Christ reconciling the world to himself," yet

it gives us no reason to suppose that the deity took

any personal share directly or indirectly in the ac-

tual sufferings of Christ. On the contrary, we have

already seen good cause for believing that the di-

vine presence was withdrawn, at the important mo-

meiit of expiation, when the piacular sacrifice of

Jesus was completed by the dismissal of his spirit *
;

and this is in(Ucated by the pathetic exclamation,

" My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me ?"

Let us conclude these remarks by some observa-

tions, obviously resulting from the premises. We
know it is equally impossible for God to die, or to

* The death of Christ was a voluntary transaction. He offer-

himself up as a willing sacrifice to the justice of God, for the sins

of mankind. The sacred phraseology which recites the sufferings

of our Lord, indicates this. The following illustration of this in-

teresting point, from the pen of Dr Adam Clarke, will not be un-

acceptable to the pious and learned reader. It is an extract from

his commentary on Matthew, xxvii. 50, " Jesus, when he had

cried with a luud voice, yielded up the ghost."

" A<p>]>c£ TO 'zrviviA.a., he dismissed the spirit. He himself willingly

gave up that life, which it was impossible for man to take away.

It is not said that he hung on the cross till he died through pain

and agony ; nor is it said that his bones were broken, the sooner

to put him out of pain, and to hasten his death ; but that himself

dismissed the soul, that he might thus become, not a forced sacri-

fice, but a free-will offering for sin.

" As giving up the spirit, ghost, or soul, is an act not proper to

man, though commending it to God in our last moments is both

an act of faith and piety ; and as giving up the ghost, i. e. dismiss-

ing his spirit from his body, is attributed to Jesus Christ, to whom
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change his nature. Every expression, therefore, in-

dicating eitherof these acts, siiould be carefully avoid-

ed, as derogatory to the honour and dignity of tlie di-

vine nature. In this respectGod never was made man,

any more than he was made bread; his divine nature

was never changed into human. And if we renounce

the Popish heresy which asserts absolute trao sub-

stantiation : let us also reject, with equal abhor-

rence, every tiling which indicates a transmutation

of the divine nature. Let us beware of materialis-

ing our God, for thoui;h we confess that "Jesus

Christ did once come in the flpsii," and we worship

the whole trinity in unity, in the person of our glo-

rious Redeemer, yet we dare not join the Paj)ists in

ascribing the attributes of deity, to the corporeal

substance of the body of Christ.

On the contrary, we say with St Paul, "though

we may have known Christ heretofore after the

flesh, yet now we know him so no more."* For the

alone it is proper, I therefore object against its use in every other

case.

Every man, since the fall, has not only been liable to death, but

has deserved it, as all liave forfeited their lives because of sin.

Jesus Christ, as born immaculate, and having never sinned, had

not forfeited his life, and therefore may be considered as naturally

and properly immortal. " No man (says he,) taketh it {my lijc,)

from me, but I lay it down of myself; ' have power to lay it down

and I have power to take it again ; therefore doth the Father love

me, because 1 lay down my life that I might take it again."—Johri^

X. 17- 18. Hence, we rightly translate Matthew, xxvii. 50. - (^xs

TO 'sjvivi/.r^, he gave up the ghost, i. e. he dismissed his spirit that

kc might die for the sin of the world."

* 2 Connthians, v. J 6.
,

Part T. u
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flesh and blood of even our Lord himself could not

inherit the kingdom of God. It was assumed by

him as a temporary vehicle, in which he lived and

died, and rose again from the dead ; but on his as-

cension into heaven this was changed in a moment,

in the twinkling of an eye, and he assumed that glo-

rified spiritual body in which he subsequently ap-

peared to his favoured apostle in the Island of Pat-

inos ; in which he now receives the homage of angels

and men, and in which also we shall see him at the

great and awful day of fitial retribution. Yea, and

what is incomparably more glorious, we shall our-

selves be changed inio the same image ; for an in-

spired apostle hath declared that, " he shall change

our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto

bis glorious body, according to the mighty working

whereby he is able even to subdue all things to him-

self."
*

Let our principles be founded in truth, support-

ed by revelation, and defended by the concurrent

testimony of enlightened reason. These divine

springs of knowledge will assure us that the omni-

potent God is equally incapable of mortality, of de-

gradation, and of transmutation. But he veils his

glories in the humanity of Jesus Christ. The hy-

* Philippians, iii. 21.—Some suppose the glorified body ofJesus

Still retains the marks of his sufferings, the points of the nails and

the scar of the spear. We have no warrant from scripture for sup-

posing any such thing ; nor is it probable that a spiritual body,

the pattern of all perfection and glory, and the habitation of deity,

should retain visible tokens of humiliation, pain, and death, in a

State of consummate glory and endless felicity.
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postatical union which subsists between the divine

and l)uman natures in our blessed Lord, presents to

the wondering minds of angels and men, the most

glorious display of the wisdom, power, and good-

ness of God ; and will doubtless be the source of

endless admiration, and everlasting praise to both

angels and the spirits of glorified saints, through the

countless ages of eternity. Parts of this ineffable

union are the subject of revelation, and these lead

us into the contemplation of other circumstances re-

lative to this sacred mystery, which, while they en-

gage the attention of our minds on the most noble

and interesting of all subjects, afford us the most

ample means of tracing the harmony of the divine

attributes as they are concentrated in the glorious

plan of redemption, and unite their sacred energy

in the pei^son and offices of our adorable Re-

deemer.

Yet after all our researches, we shall find in these

doctrines, mysteries which, with our finite capacities

and limited state of knowledge, we in vain attempt

to explore. These we must necessarily leave to the

issues of eternity : If requisite for a greater display

of the divine glory, and the increment of our eter-

nal felicity, there can be no doubt but our enlarged

capacities will then be amply gratified with disco-

veries in the mysterious doctrines of our redemp-

tion, which at present are either concealed from our

view, or baffle the noblest efforts of our understand-

ings to comprehend. But wliilc we endeavour, with

a laudable and pious zeal, chastened with becom-

ing reverence, to explore, as far as our present li-
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mits will permit, the unsearchable riches of Christ

;

to discover the transcendent excellencies of his won-

derful nature, and to sound the depth of those foun-

tains of his love, from whence we draw the streams

of salvation ; let us with the utmost care guard

against all discrepances of doctrine, which would

both confound our principles and dishonour the glo-

rious author of our salvation *.

Upon the interesting and important subject of

the hypostatical union of the divine and human
natures in our blessed Lord, the creed ascribed to

* In a former part of this work the question was discussed. Whe-
ther oui blessed Lord, during his state of trial upon earth, did any

thing more than was absolutely requisite to justify his own person

as a righteous man ? This question was put to the author by a

preacher, high in his esteem and afFeclion. In addition to the re-

ply then given, we would here observe, that he certainly did incom-

parably more than the law required of him, which is indeed impli-

ed in the expression then cited from the prophet, that " he magni-

fied that law, and made it honourable." This, however, will more

cleaily appear if we advert, first, to what the law lequLi'ed ; and,

secondly, to w|iat Jesus did.—And, 1st, the law required him to

love the Lord his God with all his heart, mind, soul, and strength,

and his neighbour as himself; and here its demands ceased. Now
» tllis command was given to man, and tl)e physical powers of the

Ijuman soul in eac!) individual were adequate to its satisfaction.

But Jesus was more than man in his d vine nature, he is "God over

all, and, blessed for evei' ;" and, in his human, he was " the first-

born of every creature, and the beginning of the creation of God,"

existing before all angels, and taking precedence, both in rank and

power, above all the celestial hierarchy, before as well as after his

incarnalion ; and by virtue of his transcendent powers he loved his

God and vFather incomparably more than all other men put togteher.

This was manifest- in the glorious work he undertook and accom-

plished, and which united the most splendid display of love to God
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Saint Athanasius, contains perhaps some of the

clearest and most satisfactory ilhistrations to be met
with in any human com})Osition. From the apho-

risms of that compendium of christian faitii, as it is

and man, with the restoration of a lost and ruined woild to se-

curity and happiness.

The law required indeed perfect love to God and man ; and

this, it is evident, Jesus miglu have fulfilled in his inciividual ca-

pacity, without ofTeiing himself as the mediator between God and

man; for the law never required a man to lay down his life for his

friend, and much less for his enemy. But Jesus laid down his life

for his greatest enemies ; and, in doing this, he met, with a re-

dundancy of satisfaction in his own personal righteousness, the dje-

mands of the law against every other individual of the human race.

Now the object of the law of God is to procure the glorification of

the divine attributes, and to unite this with the happiness of man-

kind. Behold Jesus then accomplisliing in his own person both

these important points, to an extent which the powers of humaa

intellect in vain attempt to explore. His personal glorification of

the divine attributes overbalanced the weight of iniquity which a

world of sinners had thrown into the opposite scale ot dishonour.

His blood washed away the stains of their guilt, both virtually

from their own persons, and actually from the injured attributes

of deity. And by restoring man to the favour of God, his divine

mediation opened a way for the ample display of the perfections of

the godhead, and the exercise of his grace in the future salvation,

and consequent eternal felicity of millions of the human race,

whose vast and eternal weight of glory will sound the p.aises of

his redeeming love through tlie realms of bliss for ever and ever.

It transcends the bounds offinite capacities to estimate a thousandth

part of the glory which results to God, and the felicity which is se-

cured to man, by the mediation of Jesus. Look at this, ye astonish-

ed saints, and say, will ye couipare the righteousness of your glo-

rious Redeemer, and its incomparable effects, to the glimmering

sparks of human charity, or the personal righteousness of another
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sometimes designated, we learn the important truth,

that the union which subsisted during the incarna-

tion of Jesus, between the ever blessed God and the

man Christ, did not imply a "conversion ol" the

godhead into flesh, but a taking of the manhood in-

to God ; not by confusion of substance, but unity

of person," aptly illustrated by the simile of the

human frame :
" For as the reasonable soul and

flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ."

How far, however, we may venture to coincide with

another sentiment contained in this celebrated creed,

relative to the derived existence of the godhead of

the second person in the adorable trinity, the author

of this work will not take upon him to determine.

Probably many may suppose it carries its own con-

futation on its face. Speaking of the deity of the

Son, Athanasius says, *' He is God of the substance

of the Father, begotten before all worlds I" Is not

this ascribing materiality to the deity, and fixing a

period at which he was brought into existence, and

describing the mode by which this was done ? Where-

as, according to the orthodoxy of our principles, the

Triune God is an eternal sjnrit, and his mode of ex-

istence totally incomprehensible. ^

individual of the human race? No, you will not degrade him by

the comparison ; for however excellent and abundant these may be

in saints of the first magnitude, you know the righteousness of Jesus

is the fountain from whence they flow ! Let him therefore, agree-

able to the apostolic injunction, " In all things have the pre-erni-

nence."—Coloss. i. 18.
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CHAP. VII.

OP THE FORMALITY OF RENEWING THE COVENANT IN THE ME-

THODIST SOCIKTIES.—A JUDAISING CEHEMONY THIS, WITHOUT

PRECEPT OR EXAMPLE IN THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHEh. ITS

GREAT INCONSISTENCY AND UNHAPPY TENDENCY POINTED OUT.

—ITS ABOLITION, OR COMPLETE RENOVATION RECOMMENDED.

Closely connected with the doctrinps taught and

believed in the Methodist connexion, stands a cere-

monial in general jiractice among us at stated pe-

riods ; this is distinguished by the title of " The re-

newal of the covenant."* The members of our so-

cieties are by no means unanimous in their opinions

respecting either the general eX|>ediency of this ce-

remony, or the propriety of many of the expressions

it contains. Many are of opinion that it bears the

aspect of a Jewish institution, rather than that of a

christian privilege ; that it is a thing altogether un-

* Mr Wesley adopted this from the works of the Rev. Joseph

Alleine, a pious minister in the west of England, of the 17th cen-

tury. But Mr Alleine was not its author. A copy of the same

covenant appears also in an old book, entitled " Turner's Remark-

able Providences." But originate where it may in the christian

church, it is evidently the offspring of a Jiidaising spirit, and is

founded upon the Jewish covenant recorded by Moses in Deut.

xxvi. 1 6. It has clearly no business in a church of Christ, though

it is annually celebrated in most of the Methodist societies in the

united kingdom.
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authorised, and without precedent under the chris-

tian dispensation ; and that in many j)arts its lan-

guage is inimical to the genuine humility of the re-

ligion df Christ, and unbecoming sinful and depen-

dent crea ures, suing for mercy through the atoning

blood,of a crucified Saviour.

And indeed these sentiments are not to be won-

dered at, when we consider that by the terms of this

covenant, tlie sinner is encouraged to pledge mighty

promises of future holiness, zeal, and fidelity, and to

stake solemn vows, having all the solemnity and

obliuatifui of oaths, of future stability, and the most

perfect obedience to the law of God, as his part of

the condition ; in return for which promises, and

upon the cre< it of which vows, he is taught to ex-

pect a most enlarged degree of the divine C(mfidence

and favour,' Whereas, if the poor self-deceived

creature, into whose mouth these promises and vows

are put, and who takes upon him so solemn an obli-

gation, knows any thing of his own heart, he must

be sensible that it is " deceitful al)Ove all things and

desperately wicked;"* and so far should he be from

presuming to pledge the future fidelity and purity

of that heart, to the all-seeing Majesty of heaven, as

the condition of his acceptance, that he ought to be

ready almost to shrink into hell itself to conceal, if

possible, its horrible depravity from the sight of that

God who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity !

But let us not condemn the covenant unheard;

let us examine its parts, and judge by its own ex-

'^ Jeremiah; xvii. 9.
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pressions of the sentiments it is calculated to in-

S])ire*. Refer we, in the first place to the preamble ;

by this you see it is put into the mouths of the chief

oi sinners, of men and women who to that hour have

been strangers to the covenant of grace, living with-

out hope and without God in the wurld : it is evi-

dent this form of protestation was originally insti-

tuted for the use of such people, although in the

Methodist societies it is indiscriminately applied to

saints and sinners. But persons who, according to

their own confession contained in this formule, have

to that moment lived in open rebellion against God,

who have never yet experienced the regenerating

power of converting grace, these very persons are

supposed, by the powerful influence of this solemn

covenant, to be instantly transformed into most holy

saints, and from that moment rendered capable of

offering the most acceptal)le service to God, and

tendering the most perfect and finished obedience

to the divine law, as the foundation of their accep-

tance with their almighty judge ! They are induced

then to pledge the promises of that service and that

obedience, as the conditions of their reconciliation

with an offended deity, and taught to believe that

those conditions are accepted of by God, and that

from thenceforth they may take the liberty of rec-

koning themselves among the adopted children of

the most high, and of laying claim to all the exalt-

ed privileges of those who, being actually born of

* The printed form may be had for about two pence, at any of

the Methodist chapels in the kingdom.
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God, are regenerated by the influence of his holy

spirit and divine ji^race.

It will be evident to any impartial observer, that

the preceding is a faithftd delineation of the drift

and design of that form adopted by us, as the mode

of " renewing our covenant v\ ith God." There are,

however, expressions contained in introductory and

confessional parts of it which, if unconnecte) with

the covenant itself, are unexceptionable and even

excellent; and which, if suffered to have thiir full

force upon our minds, would shew at once the ab-

surdity and contradiction which appear in the en-

gagements entered into in the body of the covenant*

Our limits will not admit of copious extracts, but

we shall notice one or two instances of this kind.

" There are two things which must necessarily be

supposed in order to a sinner's coming to Christ.

1st. A deep sense of his sin and misery. 2d. An
utter despair of himself, and all things else bes-ides

Christ."* And quite agreeable to this statement

is the sentiment expressed in the latter part of the

second clause of the covenant, " And because my
own righteousness is but filthy rags, 1 renounce all

confidence therein, and acknowledge that I am of

* But why is there no mention here made of the most essential

thing " in order to a sinner's coming to Christ," and without which

it is in fact impossible for him to come at all, viz. Faith in his

blood and righteousness ? Evidently because a substitute for this

is found in the resolutions, promises, and vows of the sinner to

convert himself, and to render a perfect obedience in future to the

law of God ! For this is not by any means a covenant of faiths

liut altogether a covenant of works.
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myself a hopeless undone creature, without right-

eousness or strength." Very well so far, but how is

this to comport with the language put into the

mouth of this " miserable, hopeless, helpless sinner,"

in the very next paragraph, and without the slight-

est indication of the operation of faith, or of any

work of regeneration taking place upon him ? "I
call heaven and earth to record this day, that I do

here solemnly avouch thee for my God, and with all

possible veneration bowing the neck of my soul

under the feet of thy most sacred majesty, I do

here take thee, the Lord Jehovah, Father, Son, and

Holy Ghost, for my portion, and do give up myself

body and soul for thy servant, promising and vowing

to serve thee in holiness and righteousness, all the

days of my life !"

The irreconcilable contradiction of these two pas-

sages put at the same instant into the mouth of a

sinner, though so evident and glaring, does not shock

our minds, or agitate our feelings, so much as the

arrogant self-sufficiency displayed in the latter, and

the direful accumulation of guilt which the violation

of these solemn vows must bring upon the con-

sciences of those who rashly enter upon this awful

engagement. For it is a melancholy reflection which

our knowledge of human nature must here suggest

to every enlightened mind, viz. that these rash and

comprehensive vows are as uniformly broken as made.

Alas, what is man !

Through the whole of this mongrel ceremonial,

we find a strange contradiction of sentiment. In

one part, one would suppose the genuine principles
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of the gospel of Christ were about to be inculcated,

and enforced in all their native truth and purity

;

but ere we are aware, we find ourselves again plac-

ed under the yoke of the law of Moses, and involv-

ed in that bondage, from which St Paul so strenuous-

ly laboured to emancipate the believers at Galatia.

In it we see an attempt to intermix the terms and

conditions of salvation under the Jewish and chris-

tian dispensations, which God hath completely and

for ever separated ; and to involve a helpless perish-

ing sinner, living under the gracious dispensation

of the gospel, in the bondage of a Jewish covenant,

and thereby expose him to the curses attached to the

breach of that covenant, by tlie abrogated law of

Moses*.

* The abrogated law of Moses.—It is' probable some of our Ju-

daising Arminians will not much like this phrase ; they are, how-

ever, referred to St Paul's authority for its truth and accuracy.

With every possible degree of yeneiation and Ipve for " the law of

the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, which makes us free from the law

of sin and death," (See Rom. viii. 2.) we christians beg leave to

plead our exemption from the curse attached to the breach of the

law of Moses, and from all obligation to the observance of even the

moral law (as promulgated from Mount Sinai,) as the condition of

our acceptance with God, or the terms of our reconciliation to him.

And we found this exemption on the express declaration of scrip-

ture, contained, first, in 2 Cor. iii. 6. 11. where even the moral

law of the Jewish dispensation, viz. that " written and engraven

on stones," by the finger of God ; the decalogue itself, is declared

to be '''the ministration of death," and its legislative administration

is there opposed to the evangelical spirit of the gospel ; which, ope-

rating by mercy and grace, ministereth life to the perishing sinner

under the New Testament dispensation. Whereas, the law, yea

the moral law itself, is the minister of condemnation, and the mes-
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That this is both the object and design of the co-

venant is evident, particularly from the fifth head of

the introduction, where we find the following- quo-

tation from Deut. xxvi. 17. 18. " Thou has avouch-

ed the Lord this day to be thy God, to walk in his

ways, and to keep his statutes, and his command-
ments, and his judgments, to hearken to his voice.

And the Lord hath avouched thee this day to be his

peculiar people as he hath promised thee." Again,

it proceeds :
" Observe it, the same day that they

avouched the Lord to be their God, the same day,

the Lord avouched them to be his peculiar people

;

the same day that they engage to keep the command-

senger of deatlHo every transgressor. Hence its total abrogation

as a medium of reconciliation to God, under the New Testament

dispensation.

The abolition of the Old Testament covenant and every branch

of it under the dispensation of the spirit, is further confirmed, in the

second place, by the same inspired apostle in his epistle to the

Hebrews, viii. 6.-13. where the violation and abrogation of the Old

Testament covenant, is expressly avowed by the spirit of God, and

the establishment of a new and a better covenant in its place is

explicitly declared. By the gracious terms whereof, God, far from

requiring obedience to his law as the previous condition of a sinnei''s

acceptance with him, promises to his redeemed children the sub-

jects of that covenant, that " he will be merciful to their unright-

eousness, and their sins and iniquities he will remember no more."

Now, the forgiveness of sins, and the fulfilment of the law, are very

different and very opposite modes of restoration to the divine favour.

God hath chosen the former, but the covenant which, to our shame

and sorrow, the Methodists have adopted, distinctly and explicitly

establishes the latter. Can this be justified, or ought it to be

allowed.'' Certainly not. For it is a radical and effectual per-

version of the gospel-plan of salvation ; a renunciation of the evan-
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ments of God, the same day the Lord engageth to

keep his promise with them." And this is the foun*

dation, these the terms, upon which this supposed

christian covenant is erected. But every man pos-

sessing the slightest knowledge in theology, must

perceive, if he has the candour to acknowledge it,

that this is a direct and unequivocal recurrence to

the abrogated law of works, as the medium of a sin-

ner's restoration to the favour of God ; and it has

not even the modesty to rest its claim upon facts,

upon works already performed, but it has the pre-

sumption to challenge the divine favour, upon the

credit of mere promises, of works not yet perform-

ed, and which, in all probability, never will exist

!

As if determined to overturn every branch of the

precious " gospel of our salvation," and tear up by

the roots those evangelical principles which are the

glory of Christianity, and ought to be the essence of

gelical principles of Christianity, and a criminal recurrence to the

abrogated terms of a Jewish covenant, which God himself declares

to be null and void. And it is hard to say which is most conspi-

cuous in this perversion, the impiety of opposing the order of God

therein, or the evil which results to the church of God by thus

casting a stumbling block in the way of a sinner who seeks his

salvation through the redemption that is in Jesus Christ. It is

highly probable this is the grand and fundamental error which,

like a canker-worm, is eating out the life and spirit of genuine piety

from the Methodist societies in Ireland. Many of us are absolute

Jews, with scarcely a spark of Christianity either in our principles

or our hearts ! Can we then expect to prosper as a christian church

till this old leaven is purged away ? Our spirit is become so legal

that we shrink from an evangelical truth, as though we were about

to be bitten by a CalviHistic serpent

!
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Methodism, this covenant labours to establish the

doctrine, that the self-created love and obedience of

a sinner, is to be the sole-procuring cause of God's

love to him ; in direct opposition to the declaration

of St John, that " we love him because he first lov-

ed us."* Let it also be most particularly remarked,

that throughout this whole covenant, in which the

eternal God is supposed to be one party, and a re-

turning penitent sinner the other, there is not one

word mentioned of the forgiveness of sins ! It seems,

the poor creature into whose mouth this is put, is so

full of his promises of future obedience and his con-

ditions of fulfilling the demands of the law ; so busy

in extolling the excellence of his future life, that he

totally forgets to ask the forgiveness of his past sins !

Or perhaps we wrong him ; it may be that he does

not think this by any means a necessary appendage

to his salvation. Perhaps the super excellency of

his promised righteousness will be quite sufficient to

atone for all his past trangressions, and he will get

his happy soul wafted to the mansions of celestial

glory, upon the breath of one of these promises,

without the painful and degrading ceremony of ask-

ing pardon for his past transgressions ! Happy sin-

ner ! Miserable wretch ; thy waxen wings will melt

in the furnace of unquenchable fire, unless thou fly

to the bosom of Jesus for mercy, and to his blood

and righteousness for thy introduction to the favour

of an avenging God !

My brethren, can we with criminal apathy stand

• 1 John, iv. J-9.
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by and see the most precious doctrines of the gospel

sacrificed to the idol of self-righteousness ? Can we
dehberpitely assist in the destruction of the funda-

mental principles of our glorious dispensation ?

Certainly not. As christians, as men of God, as

advocates for the truth as it is in Jesus, as ministers

of the word of God, as stewards of the mysteries

of salvation, we cannot, we dare not sacrifice the

vital interests of our religion at the shrine of preju-

dice, or lay their demolished fragments at the feet

of human authority. No : you will, with manly for-

titude and christian integrity, maintain the genuine

principles of your holy religion against authorised

error, as well as incidental mistakes. Review then,

with that candour and penetration for which many

of you are justly celebrated, the terms of these " di-

rections for renewing our covenant with God." See

if you can conscientiously maintain their principles

and enforce their practice as the medium of a sin-

ner's admission into the favour of God, or as the

ground of a believer's increase in the knowledge and

love of his heavenly Father. To facilitate- your de-

cision, suffer a few more observations from one,

whose zeal for the glory of Methodism, as the fair-

est representative of Christ and his apostles upon

earth, has induced him to obtrude his thoughts upon

the religious world.

The most striking circumstance in this ceremo-

nial, is the glaring inconsistency, the strange absur-

dity of putting it indiscriminately into the mouths

of saints and sinners. If it is calculated for the use

of the one, it is impossible it can be adapted to the



PRESENT STATE OF METHODISM. 321

case of the other. Would we confound all order in

the church of God, destroy all rank in christian so-

ciety, all degrees in spiritual attainments, and re-

duce the experience of a sanctified believer in Jesus,

to a level with the weakness and depravity of'* a half

awakened child of man," a sinner just emerging from

the darkness of hell, and not yet emancipated from

the slavery of sin ? If so, we shall find a powerful

auxiliary in the language of this covenant !
But

if our reason forhids, and our piety prohibits this

confusion of states, this amalgamation of christian

experience, we shall take care to distinguish the

saint from the sinner ; and if we are wedded by an

indissoluble attachment to the ceremonial of an an-

nual covenant, let us at least exhibit some discrimi-

nating wisdom, by framing one for each distinct

state in which our members may be found. But

let these be formed by ourselves, and upon principles

coincident with those doctrines which among us

have proved themselves, by incontestible facts, to be

indeed "the power of God unto salvation," and not

upon the model of an abrogated Jewish ceremony.

But supposing we were to admit, for argument's

sake (what however can never be proved,) that this

ceremonial is not only justifiable but praise-worthy;

we ask, where is the use of it for a child of God ?

It professes to be a medium of admission into the

divine favour, and to possess a kind of secret key

to the council-chamber of heaven ; nay, it assumes

a power to unlock the bosom of omnipotence, and

place the returning sinner upon terms of the closest

intimacy and union with his maker : now, suppos-

Part I. X
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ing- all this, to be the truth, still what has a true-

born child of God to do with this ? He has previ-

ously found adiuission by " the new and living- way

into the holiest, by the blood of Christ," and is al-

ready rejoicinj^ in a sin-pardoning God, with joy un-

speakable and full of glory. Can you, or would you,

persuade this man to trace back his steps to " the

beggarly elements of earth," that he may have an

opportunity of entering into life by this Jewish gate

of empty promises and dead works ? Do you not

perceive that there is not a single sentence in the

whole compass of this formule, adapted to the state

of either a justified or a sanctified believer (except

the ninth clause of the covenant itself, beginning,

" And now glory be to thee," &;c. which by the way

the sinner has no kind of claim to?) But we cha-

ritably hope that justified and sanctified believers

form the bulk of our societies ; why then retain a

form, and press its practice upon them, in which it

is impossible for them to join without virtually deny-

ing the exalted privileges they already enjoy, and

becoming suppliants for blessings they are already

in complete possession of? What shall we call this ?

Is it any thing less than mocking God to his face,

and most essentially grieving his holy spirit,—how
is it consistent with either sincerity or truth ?

But stronger objections yet remain. Admit-

ting there are many things in the introductory parts,

which may be exceedingly profitable to a man in a

state of natural alienation from God, by reading"

•which his judgment may be in some measure inform-

ed, his understanding enlightened, and his passions.
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and affections wrought upon, as a ground work for

future conversion (and to such a man it is address-

e(l)}et hot!) thecovenant itself, the language in which

it is clothed, and the conclusions drawn from it, are

all totally inadmissible. God will now enter into

neither treaty, nor personal covenant with a sin-

ner ; and it is the most arrogant presumption in

him to expect it. In doing so he places himself up-

on a level with the Almighty, and pledges his

wretched works as an aderpiate value for the^ ines-

timable riches of everlasting life. God hath indeed

entered into " an everlasting covenant, ordered in

all things and sure ;"* but this was concluded with

Jesus, the one mediator between God and man ; and

with no other individual of the human race, since

his advent, will God enter into either treaty or co-

venant. This covenant rests, for its immoveable ba-

sis, upon the atoning blood and meritorious righte-

ousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. By these the

blessings of salvation are purchased for the whole

human race, and are secured to every penitent be-

* 2 Samuel, xxiii. 5.—Psalms, Ixxxix. 3. 27. 37.—Isaiah, I\r.

3.-5.—In all which places, although the name of David is used, j'et

it is most certain that Jesus is intended, of whom David was an

eminent and illustrious type, and from whom, according to the flesh,

our Lord sprang. He is the sole mediator of the new and ever-

lasting covenant, the only one which God will now sanction or ad-

mit. And we are certain he will be a party to no other. Our
Covenanters, therefore, only lose their labour in endeavouring to

persuade God to enter into a separate covenant with themselves,

and they only deceive theii; own hearts in believing that he has

done so. All our efforts to in.spirc him with confidence in our

promises of future obedience arc totally in vain and useless. He
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liever, by both the promise and the oath of God*.

Now the man who is not satisfied with thir^ cove-

nant, but goes about to establish another in his oWn
individual person, with the everlasting God ; and

who presumes to !ny the {)romise,s of his own right-

eousness as the foundat/^!5 of that covenant, this

man frustrates the grace oi God as to himself, he vir-

tually renounces the mediation of Christ, excludes

himself from the blessings of the true covenant of

mercy and peace ; and rejects, ns beneath his notice,

the only terms on which God will admit him to the

blessings of salvation ! r

The second, third, and seventh clauses of the co-

venant under consideration, fixes u[>on it, and upon

those who make it the condition of their acceptance

with God, with indelible certainty the preceding

character. And although the language of the fourth

and fifth clauses appears to indicate a renunciation

of that righteousness which is promised and pledged

as the condition of the covenant in the second, third,

and seventh ; and thereby tears the whole fabric in

knows lis too well to be deceived by them I Penitent sinner, you

may have an interest in the immaculate righteousness of his only

begotten Son, with whom his covenant is established for ever, and

this will give you a clear title to heaven, but God will never negoci-

ate a bargain of salvation with you upon the basis ofyour own right-

eousness. Get yourself united to Christ by a living faith, and your

peace is at once made with God. He, your great head and repre-

sentative, hath long since settled the terms of your salvation, and

^aid down the price in his own precious blood. The covenant of

redemption was ratified and the dooi of salvatjoia thrown open,,

ages before j^ou came into existenc* I

* Hebrews, vi. 13. 18.
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pieces: yet even that renunciation put thus into a

sinner's mouth, is a mere ma'ter of form, a promise,

an empty profv-ssion, which he is in no ways able to

perform^ unit's^ he is s,'eciuily instructed, and power-

fully indim d to do so, by the energetic iofluence of

the spirit of G<>d. Instead, therefore, of rashly un-

dertaking to " marry iumseif to the king of glory,

to accept of him for a head and husband, for bitter

for worse, for richer for poorer;"* and promising

(good creature, notwithstanding these variations in

his Lord's rharacter and circumstances!) " in all

times and coiiditions, to love, honour, and obey

him, even unto death,"" &c. Instead of makiui^ these

pompous and arrogant professions, would it not be

much more becoming in a " wretched, miserable,

blind, naked, most loathsome, polluted wretch ; and

guilty, condemned malefactor," as this man has jiist

professed himself to be, if he would humbly ask for

grace, to enable him in some degree to worship and

glorify God, through the merits of a crucified Sa-

viour ? Methinks this plan would be rather more

congenial to the spirit of the gospel, abundantly

more acceptable to God, and incomparably more

suitable to the state of the wretched author of these

professions.

Confiding, however, in the regenerating power of

the covenant, and its prevailing iafluence with Go(^

thie man ventures, at last, to announce his own

* tVhatthen, is the Lord of life and glory expected to be some-

tames good 'and smnetimes bad, at one time rich and at another

poor ?
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adoption into the family of heaven, and proclaims

his participation in all the |3lessings of the children

of God ; informing the ever blessed God, in language

which we shall not here repeat, that he is now he-

come " his covenant friend," and desires the condi-

tions and terms may be ratified, and the deed regis-

tered in heaven !

Thus we see the great work of a sinner's repen-

tance, conversion, and complete sanrtification, be-

gun, carried on, and finished, in the space of fifteen

or twenty minutes, and the whole transaction re-

corded and ratified in twenty-three pages of letter-

press ; not doubting but a counterpart of it is regis-

tered in the courts of heaven, there to rest among

the archives of salvation, until the day of final retri-

bution, when it is to be again produced. Heaven

only knows with what sensations the majority of its

makers will view it in that awful day : God grant

it may not be to their everlasting shame and confu-

sion ! We charitably hope the tender mercy of God
will rescue them from the direful effects of their

rash engagement.

The concluding note as inserted at the end of this

covenant, is of too interesting a nature to be passed

over in silence ; it is a most suitable epilogue to such

a ceremony. " This covenant (says the writer of it,)

I advise you to make, not only in heart but in word ;

not only in word, but in writing; and that you would*

with all possible reverence, spread the writing be-

fore the Lord, as if you would present it to him as

.your act and deed ; and when you have done this,

set your hand to it ; keep it as a memorial of the
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solemn transactions which have passed between God
and you, that you ui iy have recourse to it in doubts

an(i tompta'iuns."*

This is thf climax of the covenant : it was before

charged with the office of a mediator, to reconcile

sinners to God.—it is now introduced into tiie clia-

racter ofa saviour, and investedvvitli the sacred office

of the spirit of God ; it must save us from sin, and

guard us aj^ainst tiie influence of temptation ! After

this, is it needful to proceed a step iarther ? Yes:

deep rooted prejudice is obstinate; it often presents a

shield of adamant equally impervi(ms to reason and.

revelation. Our regard for the interests of religion..

induce> us to leave no means untried, to divest our

friends of its pernicious influence. Let us reason

then a li»tle more, upon the general tendency of

this adopted ceremony.

* The author of this work knows one man, who literally look

this advice. He was under deep convictions tor sin : unhappily

this covenant fell in his way ; instead of gouig with simple fi'tli to

the adorable Jesus lo have his burthen removed, be struggled long

with it in his own strength, and at length committed Ins cino to

the covenant. He resolved, and re-resolved, "and bound him-

self by the most solemn promises" to keep the commandmenis of

God. He enteral into this veiy ceremony ; he procured a co[)y of

it, he signed and sealed it, and going into the fie'ds he made a

solemn tender of it to heaven, and then laid it by as directed. But

Satan laughed both at him and his covenant. That subtle spirit

well knew that God being a party to it was an idle conceit. The

man now lives in the same town, where tins is written, but he

makes no kind of pretension to religion ! How many other back-

sliders have the guilt of this cereipony on their heads.'' Probabljr

thousands may thank it for their apostacy.
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Conscious as we must be of the little confidence

the best of us can place either in our resolutions or

our promises, is it not extraordinary that we should

venture, with so much assurance, to" pled,<4^e their in-

tegrity to God,—do we really exj)ect that God will

believe us, when we cannot believe ourselves ?—But

what induces us to do this ? A wish to impress our

maker with a much better opinion of us, t^an we
are conscious we justly deserve ! And upon that opi-

nion to rest our claim to an increase of tlie divine

favour and approbation. So then, we have the double

motive of soothing our own vanity, and imposing

upon our maker! But do we not know that God is

not mocked ; that he cannot be cajoled out of his fa-

vours ; that it is impossible to deceive him with

empty promises, or amuse him with vain protesta-

tions* ? Why then do we attempt it? " O (says an

advocatefor the covenant,) these solemn vows, though

not strictly observed, must have some good effect

upon the mind ; they cannot all pass for nothing

;

some good impressions must inevitably remain from

them." Alas, my friend, then you are for jmrchas-

ing a little piety, at the expence of a great deal of

perjury ! Is this the religion you recommend from

the pulpit, as i\\Qfoundation of our acceptance with

* Perhaps it may be urged that these promises are sincere when

made. Possibly they may be so ; but our own experience teaches

us their futility ; and as such they are a rotten foundation, calcu-

lated to deceive our own souls, and to insult, rather than satisfy

our God. They are besides absurd and ridiculous, for we know

not that we shall live another moment, consequently we can have

no authority to make promises for futurity.
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God? But is there no holy spirit promised of

God to " make good impressions upon the mind,"

that we are obliged to have recourse to pron.iiC s and

resolutions, vows and protestations, in the liope tliat

one in twenty of these may survive ihe wreck of our

unfaithfulness, and give us some title to the appro-

bation of heaven ? Do you intend to exhibit this as

a true picture of modern Methodism ?

But many a pious and upright soul, has been

brought into the greatest distress of mind, by being

induced to join in this ceremony. And no wonder;

for out of the myriads who have entered into the

engagements therein contained, it may be justly

questioned if one single soul can be found that ever

fulfilled them ! Every one, therefore, who is blessed

with a tender conscience, must feel inexpressible an-

guish at the reflection of their frequent breach.

Yet let it not be supposed that we wish to discou-

rage the pursuit of christian holiness : far, very far

from it ; it is the rash and futile promises of this,

made by persons whose unregenerated minds are in-

capable of performing them, that we wish to discou-

rage, yea, to banish them for ever from our coiir

nexion ; and more especially when these are pledged

as the condition of their restoration to the divine fa-

vour. Genuine christian holiness is a thing we in-

cessantly labour to establish in the hearts and lives

of our people. But this is the offspring of previous

reconciliation with God, through faith in his only

begotten Son ; and not the visionary creature of a

heated imagination, offered as the condition of that

reconciliation.
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Upon the wh()le, this celebrated covenant appears

to have been formed upon the model of that record-

ed in Deuteronomy, xxvi. 16. &c. and founded up-

on the Jewish principle of satisfying th( demands

of a legislative deity, l>y a strict obt-dience to the

letter of the law. But it is impossible to press it

into the service of the christian dispensation, with-

out urjdermining the evangelical principles of the

gospel ; for that proceeds upon the principle that the

demands of the law are already satisfied in the per-

son and offices of the Son of God, through faith in

whose blood and righteousness our acknowledged

transgressions of that law are pardoned ; and in-

stead of attempting to satisfy the demands of a le-

gislative God, we are called to receive the grace,

mercy and love, of a redeeming God, who loved us,

and gave his only begotten Son, to the end that

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but

have everlasting life.

But this covenant sets out upon the principle of

self-conversion, and claims a reward upon the cre-

dit of perfect and unspotted obedience promised at

a future day ; a plea which is as insulting to God as

it is vain and futile in itself. It cannot be for a

moment recognised as legitimate, and we must for

ever lament, with sentiments of the deepest regret,

that it has been unhappily interwoven in the fabric

of Methodism. Let us, however, indulge a hope that

it may yet be banished from our societies, or at least

completely new-modelled, and if possible rendered

in some degree agreeable to our glorious and evan-

gelical dispensation. Happily, a considerable num-
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ber of our well-informed members are grown com-

pletely ashamed of it, and will by no means attend

its annual celebration. In the name of God there-

fore, we say, let us have no covenant of reconcili-

ation with God, but that one, '* well ordered in all

things, and sure ;" which he himself hath establish-

ed in the person and offices of his well-beloved Son,

the foundation whereof is laid in his blood, and its

fulfilment secured by his immaculate righteousness ;

to faith in which, and to that alone, God hath pro-

mised eternal salvation. It is most important to

know (alas, that we have it yet to learn !) that all

other covenants, terms, and conditions, are destruc-

tive of the principles of the gospel, dishonourable

to the author of salvation, and attended with the

most ruinous consequences to those who dare to

place confidence in them.
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CHAP. VIIL

GENERAL VIEW OF THE STATE OF METHODISM ASSOCIATED WITH

THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIANITY. LIBERTY

OF CONSCIENCE ASSERTED AND MAINTAINED IN THE METHODIST

CONNEXION. HOW FAR PREACHERS ARE CALLED UPON TO SUR-

RENDER THEIR PRIVATE ShNTIAIENTS TO THE DECISION OF THE

BODY.—COMPARATIVE SUCCESS AND PROSPERITY OF METHODiSM

IN ENGLAND, AND DECLENSION IN IRELAND NOTICED. SOME

CAUSES OF THIS TRACED OUT. CO-OPERATION WITH THE EVI-

DENT DESIGNS OF PROVIDENCE RECOMMENDED. THE NECES*

SITY OF COMPILING A COMPENDIUM OF DOCTRINES AND DISCI-

PLINE POINTED OUT. THE OUTLINES OF THESE DELINEATED,

AND THEIR ADOPTION RECOMMENDED.

It must be admitted, that the Methodists, particu-

larly in England, are rapidly rising- into that respect-

able rank in society, and that consideration and im-

portance in the religious world, to which the purity

of their principles, the general soundness of their

doctrines, the depth of their piety, and excellence

of their morals, so justly entitle them. Their preach-

ers have been blessed with a degree of success pro-

portioned to their extraordinary zeal and indefati-

gable labours. Their societies have sprang up in

every corner of the empire, and intermixed with

every class of civil society And although it must

be confessed, that as it was in the days of St Paul,
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" Not many wise men after the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble are called,"* or choose to ac-

cept of the salvation of their souls, through the simple

medium of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, as taught

in the oracles of God, and now promulgated from

the pulpits of JNTethodism ; yet some even among the

great, the noble, and the learned, are stooping from

the pride of station, and the refinements of philoso-

phy, to embrace that gospel, whose simpli( ity and

truth are ordained to be the source of salvation to

the fallen sons of Adam. Of these some have even

ventured to despise the contempt of a proud and

disdainful world, and have manifested their superior

wisdom and genuine piety, by assuming the name as

well as the principles of a Methodist. Convinced

that the power of God is emiiiently displayed in the

conversion and salvation of souls among these for-

merly despised people, they have nobly sacrificed a

portion of their terrestrial reputation, for the more

exalted privileges of the children of God ; while mul-

titudes of occasional hearers, who fill the ranks of

our immense congregations, thouj^h not incorporated

with our societies, testify their approbation of our

doctrines, and sooner or later may, by the blessing of

God, come to the experimental knowledge of the

truth as it is in Jesus, through the medium of the

Methodist connexion.

Emerged from the state of infantile imbecility,

and degrading dependence on other religious estab-

lishments, in which the timid and cautious policy of

* i Cor. i. 26.
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its fir-^t founders had placed it, Methodism, in Eng-

land, has assumed that coQimandini^ aspect, and dig-

nified rank in the church of God, to which it is so

well entitled. And although in Ireland a weak and

crouc!iing policy has kept it to this day in its lead-

ing-strings, and it is still in the hands of the nurse

;

yet we look forward with confidence to the ap-

proaching period when the wisdom and resolution of

its leading members w ill co-operate with the designs

of an unerring providence, in asserting the glorious

privileges, whi( h as a branch of the true church of

Christ, it has an unquestionable right to enjoy. God,

who can be at no loss for means and instruments

wherewith to accomplish his gracious designs, will,

doubtless raise up men whose superior talents and

enlightened minds mark them out as proper agents

in the work of reformation and improvement ; these

men, uniting prudence with christian fortitude, will

break the ice of prejudice, and lead the Methodists

of Ireland into the enjoyments of privileges and com-

forts to which they are now complete strangers, and

we trust, will open a way for a far more extensive

and successful propagation of the glad tidings of sal-

vation in this part of the united kingdom.

Anticipating the arrival of this happy period, the

present writer ventures to propose the outlines of

that reformation, and lay a foundation for that im-

provement, which, if approved and adopted, he trusts

may under the blessing of a gracious providence, and

by the united wisdom of the leading men of the con-

nexion, happily contribute to the attainment of an
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increase of pifty and consequent [irosperity of which

we have hitherto seen no example in Ireland.

To do this vvi;h the greater effect, it will be ne-

cessary to take a closer view ot the fabric of Metho-

dism than we have hitherto done, that we may have

the better opj)ortunity of approving the things which

are excellent in the coimexi' n, while we suggest

alterations or improvements where the exigencies of

the establishment ajipear to require them.

In the preceding parts of this work we have dis-

cussed some important points in doctrine, which re-

main for the consideration of both preachers and

peoj)le ; but still we appear to be at a loss for an

official tribunal, to which the decision of doctrinal

controversies may be referred, nor is ihe degree of

responsibility which attaches to a preacher's senti-

ments, yet fully or clearly ascertained. For although

the conference is certainly invested with a power to

take cognizance of deviations from what are supposed

to be the sound and orthodox principles of Metho-

dism in the members of their own body, yet the

want of a select committee officially appropriated

to that purpose, as well as in many cases of an au-

thorised criterion ofjudgment, respecting particular

points of doctrine, renders that judgment often in-

efficient and undecisive. For in our present state,

a question may be referred to the conference, upon

which there may be a diversity of opinion among
the preachers themselves who constitute that body,

and who are not bound to unanimity by any certain

or well-defined criterion. And in fact it is well

known (instances of which we have already adduced)
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that a diversity of sentiment does exist among the

preachers, respecting- some very important, if not

essential points of doctrine*.

There is but one condition specified as indispen-

sably necessary to the admission of a private mem-

ber into the Methodist society, that is " a desire to

flee from the wrath to come," to be saved from the

guilt, the power, and the consequences of sin ; which

desire is expected to be manifesttd by an adherence

to the practical rules which coi^^titiite the basis of

the connexion, and these pre-^ippose a general ac-

* It is both interesting and important here to refer to the

minutes ofthe First Conference, held in June 174-4, where we find

the ground of private judgment distinctly laid down as the unalien-

able privilege of every christian; and, at the same time, the

boundaries are ascertained at which a surrender of that judgment

is required from a Methodist preacher. These fundamental prin-

ciples being coeval with the preacher's character as a christian, and

his admission as a minister of the gospel in the Methcidist connex-

ion, are in full force at the present day, and must continue so to

the end of time. These, therefore, must form the basis of all fu-

ture regulations, respecting the belief and propagation of doctrines

ih the Methodist societies. They run thus :

—

" Question. How far does each of us agree to submit to the

judgment of the majority ?

—

Answer. In speculative things each

can only submit so far as his judgment shall be convinced. In

every practical point, each will submit so far as he can without

wounding his conscience.

" Question. Can a christian submit any farther than this to ariy

man, or number of men upon earth.

—

Answer. It is undeniably

certain he cannot, either to Bishop, Convocation, or General Coun-

cil. And this is that grand principle of private judgment on which

all the reformers proceeded, " Every man must judge for himself,

because every man must give an account of himself to God." It
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quiesencein the fundamental doctrines of Christianity

as propagated in that connexion. But exclusive of

these, there is no particular restraint laid upon the

consciences of the individual members, respecting

points of doctrine. Indeed, external morality is

sufficient to enable a man to maintain his rank as a

member in the Methodist society, although he will

not be highly esteemed unless his heart is deeply

affected with the truths of religion, his mind enrich-

ed with the graces of the holy spirit, and his whole

life an ornament to his christian profession.

But the case is different with a preacher of the

gospel : in addition to the qualifications requisite to

constitute an estimable member of the society, it is

required that a preacher shall be sound in his prin-

ciples, and orthodox in his doctrines. Hence, at

the period of his admission, he is closely examined

by the president of the conference touching his own

conversion, his experience and knowledge in the

fundamental truths of the gospel ; and his assent to

the leading doctrines of Methodism, as these are de-

veloped in the writings of Mr Wesley, is required.

The best criterion of these is supposed to be " The

Notes on the New Testament," " Six Volumes of Ser-

mons," and the doctrinal parts of the various Minutes

of Conference. This mode of proceeding is evidently

the result of wisdom; it is sanctioned by experience,

and is excellent as far as it goes ; but still it is

is impossible to read this without admiring it ; let it never be for-

gotten that these principles formed the basis of the Methodist Con-

Icrence.

Part I. y
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not productive of perfect unanimity of sentiment

anion^j the preachers. The reason of this is, the

jprincipia whi( h form the bcisis 'tf this inten ecj coin-

cidence are themselve.-;, in some degree, vaiiue and

indefinite, and consequently liable to various i ler-

pretations. Hence the fluctuation of prmciple, and

discordance of seniinitnt ijjjon many important

points of doctrine in th«^ connexion.

Yet it must he co)>fes^ed thai unanimity of senti-

ment, particularly among" the preachers, and es-

pecially upon subjects intimately connected with

the viial interests of Christianity, and consequently

essential to the permanency, as well as the pros-

perity of the Methodist ( onnexion, is a matter of the

utmost importance, for upon this point may be sus-

pended the very existence of the body. Discordance

of sentiment nmy readily produce disunion, and this

may 1« ad to final separation, and ultimate destruc-

tion. We cannot, therefore, be too cautious in

guarding against the possibility of discordance, or

too minute in our endeavours tf) secure a perfect uni-

formity of principle and unanimity of sentiment

throughout the entire body, both of preachers and

people.

We have the ground-work of this already in our

hands In the enlightened productions of the ve-

nerable founders of Methodism, we have the funda-

mental principles of the gos])el, not indeed free

from all the defects incident to human compositions,

biit containing those great and important truths,

which, when purged from the stains of pnjudicc, and

the errors of misconception, are able to make us
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** wise unto salvation." We have unquestionably

much of the " pure gold of the sanctuary," though

eviiJently alloyed with some dross from the imbeci-

lities, if not the corruptions of human nature. And
for discipline, we have the masterly arrangements of

our most venerable founder, matured and improved

by the experience of above half a century. But

though we rejoice, with reverence and gratitude to

the great author of all our blessings, in the enjoy-

ment of these inestimable privileges, we must not

suppose we have yet attained the acme of perfection,

or that either our doctrines, our discipline, or our

worship, are not susceptible ofimprovement. Doubt-

less the men selected by the wisdom of providence

to lay the foundation of the Methodist connexion,

were eminently qualified for that important work

;

they were wise men in their day and generation,

they were great and good men ; yet neither wisdom

nor piety died with them : their talents however

great, however splendid, were the gift of God, and

the great head of the church in whose hands the

disposal of those gifts remains, feels the same inte-

rest in the prosperity of that church at the present

moment that he ever did.

Methodism, although inheriting the divine bless-

ing, and evidently the offspring of a co-operating

providence, is nevertheless a human institution, and

the agents employed in its establishment were men
of like passions with ourselves, and encompassed

with the infirmities inseparable from humanity.

—

Every one knows that Mr John Wesley had his pre-

judices and his partialities ; many of these, indeed.
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he was compelled to abandon during his long and

useful life, others he retained to his dying day ; and

his brother Charles, with the most evangelical princi-

ples, united a zealous, and almost intolerant bigotry

to the church establishment. But neither of these

eminent men, no, nor all the conferences at which

they assisted or presided, had any power to enact

laws, to establish principles, or institute regulations,

binding upon their successors, or their posterity.

Our acquiescence in these is a matter of choice, and

not compulsion ; and we possess the unquestionable

power of revising, altering, or abolishing any part of

our religious establishment.

Great and extraordinary excellency undoubtedly

characterises the entire fabric of Methodism ; the

symmetry of every part is admirable, while the whole

bears the legitimate stamp of genuine wisdom and

true piety. Its noble simplicity, productive of such

distinguished stability, does equal honour to the un-

derstanding and piety of its original founders ; while

the success which has hitherto attended its propaga-

tion, marks the zeal of their successors, and strongly

indicates the blessing of omnipotence. Yet it is cer-

tain that no human institutions ever attain to abso-

lute perfection : but there is in every well-conducted

establishment a gradual progression to that desirable

point ; and this opens a field for the exercise of ta-

lent, and the improvement of intellect. The design

of God appears to coincide with a progressive ad-

vance towards perfection. Both in the economy of

providence, and in the dispensations of grace ; in the

natural as in the moral world, the plans of omnipo-*
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tence itself are gradually developed, and slowly ma-

tured. In tlie prosperity of the church, and the ex-

tension of the Redeemer's kingdom, the wisdom and

love of God, and the comprehensive designs of his

grace, like the blossoms of nature, gradually unfold

their precious foliage, and gently obtrude their

matchless blessings on the human heart; while our

intellectual powers are lost in the attempt to trace

the unerring wisdom which directs their benevolent

course, or to fathom the ocean of love which origi-

nally gave them birth.

But in every age of the church the providence of

the God of nature, co-operating with the grace of

our Lord Jesus Christ, both raises up, and conducts

into his church, men whose peculiar talents and su-

perior abilities, if fully brought into action, and faith-

fully used, are calculated to fill those important sta-

tions for which they are evidently designed; and it

is both our duty and our wisdom, to guard against

the influence of bigotry or prejudice on the one hand,

while we exercise christian prudence and becoming

caution on the other. If we follow the leadings of

providence with a cautious simplicity and upright

sincerity, we shall see those results which will justify

an implicit confidence in the wisdom and power

which has undertaken to cause "all things to work

together for good to them that love God."*

As the designs of providence unfold themselves

to our view, we discover in them a beauty and di-

vine consistency which were at first imperceptible

* Romans, viii. 28.
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to our limited conceptions ; but when fully accom-

plished, the retrospect furnishes the most ample dis-

play of consummate wisdom, and unfathomable good-

ness. These excite our admiration, and demand our

just tribute of praise and adoration. Thus we see

that Moses was selected to be the legislator of Israel

in the wilderness, and the guide to conduct them to

the boundaries of the promised land : but Joshua

was destined by providence to carry them over Jor-

dan. These transactions, and their illustrious agents

were eminent types of the legal and evangelical dis-

pensations. The law represented by Moses, drives

the condemned sinner to the threshold of mercy, but

it is the gospel and its divine author, represented by

Joshua, that introduces him into the glorious liberty

of the sons of God, and " gives him an inheritance

among them that are sanctified, by faith in Jesus

Christ."*

Tracing this principle through the course of Chris-

tianity, we perceive the interposing hand of a gra-

cious providence in supplying the churches with

pastors and guides suited to the particular circum-

stances of the times in which they have lived, and

wisely calculated to promote the advancing interests

of religion in every age and country. So the ex-

traordinary talents of a Wesley and a Fletcher ap-

pear to have been admirably adapted to the primi-

tive establishment of the Methodist societies, and

these " burning and shining lights," having " served

their own generation by the will of God, fell on

* Acts. xxvi. 18.
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sleep, and were lai<' unto their fnthf rs." The writ-

iM:,3 (it these t'nlij,htened amltassadors df God, next

to those oC the injsjtirefl authors, constitute the pil-

lars ol Methodism, and will de^;ervedly form the ba-

sis of our doctrines and discipline to the end. of time

;

with which, in all probability, this connexion will

be commensurate.

But it was not their province to provide against

the future exigencies of the connexion, arising out

of cireumstaiiCrs apparently contingent, and which

it Mas equally impossible for tliem to foresee or pre-

vent. That power, the ^reat head of the rhurch

hath reserved, in his own han(!,and to him it apper-

taineth to appoint those agents whom nis wisdom

selects as the instrument^ of carrying his designs in-

to execution But a short period had elapsed from

the death of Mr VV^esley, when many of the leading

members of the iNIethodist societies in England, saw

and felt the necessity of taking a step in direct

opposition to the original design and avowed sen-

timents of that great and good man. The preach-

ers also concurred in the innovation, and in a short

time the administration of the sacraments ol bap-

tism, and the supper of the Lord took place in the

connexion : the worship of the MeHiodists rivalling

that of the estat)lished clmrch in }<oint of real excel-

lency, and commencii-.g at the same hours, a separa-

tion took place, whi(h Mr Wesley could iiever con-

template without emotions of grief, or mention but

in terms of the strongest reprobation.

The subsequejjt prospi ritv of the Methodist socie-

ties in England, demonstrate that this important al-
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teration was not effected without the approbation of

him, to the sway, of whose sceptre the kingdoms both

of nature and of grace must yield an implicit obe-

dience ; the great head of the church, " who is over

all, God blessed for ever ;" * whose power no crea-

ture is able to resist, and before whose high autho-

rity principalities and powers, kings and popes, coun-

cils and conclaves, shrink into nothing, and hide

their diminished heads ; like the fugitive meteors of

the chilly night, when Aurora proclaims the welcome

approach of the luminary of the day !

But while prosperity marks the progress of JVIe-

thodism in England, and almost unlimited success

accompanies the labours of its preachers in that fa-

voured part of the British empire, it languishes and

pines in Ireland, as though it there laboured under

the destructive influence of a mortal diseasef . With-

out pretending to trace the latent causes of this state

of things through all their secret ramifications, or to

develope all the symptoms of declension which press

upon us on every side, we will for the present con-

fine our observations to the doctrines promulgated

from our pulpits, and embraced by our people. That

these have in many cases deviated very considerably

both from the oracles of inspiration, and from the

original principles of primitive Methodism, is a fact

vvhich cannot be questioned. Undeniable proof of

this can be adduced in abundance, and some instan-

* Romans, ix. 5.

t We trust thcit although the pure and undefiled religion of the

gospel is in a languishing state among us, we cannot generalljr
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ces of it are already given in this work ; but the sub-

ject is painful to dwell upon, let us rather, if it be

practicable, seek for an effectual and permanent re-

medy.

However unreasonable it may be to lay restraint

upon tlie consciences of indivLiuals, and to ^lictate

to them what they must believe, upon pain of ex-

communication, death, or even damnation *
; yet,

adopt the languarre of the following verses, from one of Mr Wes-

ley's Confessional Hymns. The^r application, however, to great

numbers in our societies, is but too just and well-founded.

" God, of unspotted purity

!

Us and our works canst thou behold ?

Justly we are abhorred by thee.

For we are neither hot nor cold.

'* We call thee Lord, thy faith profess.

But do not fiom our hearts obey

;

In soft Laodicean ease

We sleep our useless lives away.

" We live in pleasure, and are dead ;

In search of fame and wealth we live

;

Commanded in thy steps to tread.

We seek sometimes, but never strive.

" A lifeless form we still retain.

Of this we make our empty boast

;

Nor know the name we take in vain.

The power of Godliness is lost
!''

* This is the infamous and unjustifiable practice of the church

of Rome ! Liberty of conscience is totally unknown in that op-

pressive and persecuting church ; yet Protestants are found to ad-
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when a man presents himself as a candidate for the

office of a minister, in a particular corigregation or

society of christians, it is both just and proper that

he should embrace and undertake to preach such

doctrines, and such only as are essentially conform-

able to the known principles of that congregation or

society. If he does not this, he must either act the

vocate her cause ! The following extracts, the first from a tract en-

titled. The Character of a Methodist ; the second from an Ad-

vice to the People called Methodists (both from the pen of Mr
Wesley,) will illustrate our sentiments on this subject.

" The distinguishmg marks of a Methodist are not hts opinions

of any sort. His assentmg to this or that scheme of religion, his

embracing any particular set of notions, his espousnig the judgment

of one man or of another, are all quite wide of the pomt. Who-
soever, therefore, imagines that a Methodist is a man of such or

such an opinion, is grosly ignorant of the whole affair ; he mistakes

the truth totally. We believe, indeed, that all scripture is given by

inspiration of God ; and herein we are distinguished from 3evis,

Turks, and Infidels. We believe this written word of God to be

the only and sufficient rule both of christian faith and practice

;

and herein we are fundamentally distinguished from those of the

Romish church. We believe Christ to be the eternal supreme God,

and herein are we distin/uished from the Socinians and Arians.

But as to all opinions which do not strike at the root of Christianity,

we think and let think. So that whatsoever they are, whether

right or wrong, they are no distinguishing maiks of a Metho-

dist."

*' By Methodists I mean, a people who profess to pursue (in

whatsoever measure they have attained,) holiness of heart and

life, inward and outward conformity in all things to the revealed

will of God : who place religion in ari uniform resemblance of the

great object of it , in a steady imitation of him they worship, in all

his imitable perfections; moif particularly, injustice, mercy, anql

truth, or universal love filling the heart, and governing the life."
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part of a hypocrite, or otherwise produce schisms,

and sow dissensions among the people to whom he is

attached. In conformity to this principle, we find

that there is a kind of compact existing in every

christian society or community, whereby the minis-

ters of each establishment are bound to adhere to

the doctrines which form the religious basis of such

society. These are generally reduced into a com-

pact form, consisting of a comprehensive summary

of the articles of faith, the rules of practice, and

forms of devotion, in general use among that par-

ticular body of christians*. These constitute the

standard of principle, the criterion of doctrine, and

the regulation of discipline in the churches wherein

they exist.

If there is a radical defect in the constitution of

Methodism, perhaps it consists in the want of this

very thing among us. It is true we take the Bible

for the standard of our doctrines, and we do well

:

but the doctrines of the Bible are liable to a great

variety of interpretations, and out of this variety

has originated all the diversity of sentiment which

now divides the christian world. What is the grand

object of all the polemical divinity extant among us,

of all the sermons and religious essays with which

we abound, but to endeavour to give decision of cha-

racter to the doctrines deduced from scripture, and

• Such are the creeds, catecliisms, &o. of the churches ofRome and

tngland ; the Thirty-nine Articles, Kubricks, Canons, and Liturgy

of iJie latter; the Westminster Confession of Faith, and Catechisms

amoag Dissenters ; and Barclay's Apology with the Quakers, &c.
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to fix the meaning of controverted passages accord-

ing to our opinions of orthodoxy ? We are not

about to question the propriety of this, on the con-

trary, it is an essential branch of our duty ; but the

defect lies in the scattered and confused state in

which our doctrines lie, and in the indecision of their

character when they are found. If I am pressed upon

a point of doctrine which I want to defend from the

writings of either Mr Wesley or Mr Fletcher, I

commence my search for the controverted subject

on the morning of the sabbath day ; I think myself

happy if with the assistance of a tolerable memory,

I can trace it out before night. Thus a day is spent

in doing what, with a little arrangement, might be

easily accomplished in a few minutes.

But this is not all; after finding my authority, and

citing it in all the confidence of conscious victory,

my antagonist coolly tells me, " Mr Wesley ac-

knowledged he sometimes leaned too much towards

Calvinism, I will find you a place w4iere all that

doctrine is torn up by the roots !" And here my ar-

gument is laid at rest.

Is it not evident then that we want an official

compendium of our doctrines, compiled from the

voluminous writings wherein they now lie scattered,

and bearing the stamp of legitimate authority ? Yes,

we want this exceedingly, and the pressing necessity

for it is daily increasing. We want it, in the first

place, to fix our own principles, which on many im-

portant points are vague and uncertain. We ware

it, secondly, to put all our people, as well as preach-

ers, in possession of these principles, that they ^nay



PRESENT STATE OF METHODISM. 349

both understand and be prepared to vindicate them

with modest firmness, a^^ainst the slander of our ene-

mies, or the mistakes of our friends. We want it, in

the third place, as a centre of union, a rallying point

ofdefence and mutual support, round which the whole

body of the connexion can form a circle of unani-

mity, whose ranks cannot be easily penetrated by

error, or broken by disunion. In short we want it

as the key-stone in the arch of the fabric of Metho-

dism, and without it we shall find parts of our build-

inii;- continually falling about our ears, and threaten-

ing hoth the foundation and superstructure with ruin

and desolation.

As to the character of this work, it is evident

that it should be a complete digest, a perfect pandect

of our principles, the authorised standard of our

doctrines, the guide of our practice, and the director

of our discipline. It should support the character,

and perhaps might advantageously bear the desig-

nation of " The Code of Methodism," It ought pro-

bably to be divided into two parts, the first of which

should comprehend, in an abridged form, every point

of doctrine which, as Methodists, we are supposed

to maintain. This should be compressed into the

narrowest possible compass, and arranged with judg-

ment and regularity, with an alphabetical index.

It should also contain references to the authorities

upon which those doctrines rest, and the sources

from whence they are drawn.

As Methodism has now received the benefit of

upwards of eighty years' experience, during which

the united wisdom of its very able advocates and
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ministers have incessantly laboured for its improve-

ment and success, the present generation can be at

no loss for the means of ascertaining what ought to

constitute the fundamental principles, or the perma-

nent doctrines of -our connexion.

The second part should consist of a collection of all

our rules of discipline, as established by various Mi-

nutes of Conference, including the regulations which

have been adopted respecting the appointment of

stewards, leaders, local and travelling preachers, ar-

ranged under distinct heads ; the modes and tiiies

of public worship, with the management and dis-

posal of the funds of the connexion ; and the power

of the conference itself, and of the committees se-

lected for different purposes, should be distinctly

laid down and ascertained *. In short, this work

should faithfully delineate the genuine features of

Methodism in all its branches, presenting both to

every member of the society (into whose hands it

ought to be put,) as well as to the public at large, a

correct, though concise view, of the nature of our

whole establishment, that every man may know

what he is invited to embrace, when solicited to join

the Methodist connexion.

The preparation of a work of this kind would un-

* It would be highly desirable that as far as it is by any means

practible, there should be both an unanimity of principle, and an

imiformity of practice in all things, throughout the entire connexion.

The benefits resulting from the superior wisdom and masterly ar-

rangements of the English branch, should be extended to Ireland.

Why should this country be treated as an outcast, or her sons

as aliens from the commonwealth of our spiritual Israel .*
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doubtedly call for some of tlie first tak nts in the con-

nexion, and some I ihour aud patience would bt- re-

quisite for its aceom|)ii>hment ; hut thank God we
could be at no loss for these. His gracious provi-

dence has ^iven us nun of sjiperior abilities, who

think no labour too great to promote the prosperity

of the connexion, and to st cun the pns; nt and eter-

nal welfare of its members. As unanimity of s< nti-

ment, in religious bodies, is the soul of mutual affec-

tion, and the proper cement of peace and concord,

it would be desirable to see the whole body of the

connexion, in every part of the united kingdom, co-

inciding and co-operating in a work of this descrip-

tion. Delegates from the Irish conferen-e might

meet those appointed by the British, and frnme

the grand outlines of the work, subject to the re-

vision, alteration, and improvement of the general

conferences of each. In two years it might be com-

pleted : during which period the members of the

committees appointed to prepare it, would have time

and opportunity to make their extracts ^nd arrange-

ments individually, and by meeting one week before

the conference, could be prepared to lay their unit-

ed effVjrts bef«»re that bc.ly.

The benefits which would result to the connexion

from a work of this kind, if ably executed, properly

authenticated, and disseminated over the empire,

are incalculable, and they are too obvious to require

a particular enumeration. We may however just

observe, that it would give a decisive character to

the connexion which it has not at present. By fix-

ing our principles, and defining our doctrines, it
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would enable every member at once to understand,

and render him competent to defend tliose principles

and doctrines from the attacks of ignorance, and the

abuse ofirapiety; and likewise to satisfy both his

own conscience, and that of his inquiring friend, con-

cerning the reasons which induced him to embrace

the principles, and join the society of Methodists : it

would, moreover, prove a happy source of unanimi-

ty among ourselves, and be the means, in the hand

of God, of securing the peace and harmony of the

whole connexion, to the remotest ages of posterity.

By silencing the clamours of ignorance and impiety,

and depriving prejudice of its most formidable sup-

ports in these auxiliaries, a way would be opened

for the more effectual display of our principles to

the candid and ingenuous of every denomination ;

who, duly appreciating their real excellency when

viewed through the medium of truth, would be the

more readily inclined to embrace them, and thus we
might indulge a well-grounded hope of a more ra-

pid and extensive spread of pure and undefiled re-

ligion, by our instrumentality, through the nations

of which we make a part.

As we cannot at present anticipate any well-

founded objection that could be urged against the

adoption of the plan under consideration, we shall

here take the liberty to suggest some of the most im-

portant subjects which appear necessary to form the

general features of the work, at the same time ob-

serving that, upon every point, a positive and distinct

decision should be fixed. Here should be no " Ge-

nesis Problematical no mere hypothesis ; but per-
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manent and weU-founded principle should charac-

terise every branch of our doctrines, as far as unpre-

judiced reason, founded on express revelation, ren-

ders this practicable.

A compendium of these doctrines, calculated to

answer the important ends designed, would embrace

and develope our belief respecting, 1st, the funda-

mental principles of all religion : 2d, the leading doc-

trines of Christianity : and 3d, our peculiar senti-

ments upon non-essential points as Methodists. For

instance :

In the first place, concerning the essential attri-

butes of the deity, particularly his wisdom, justice,

truth, and love *, with the operations and influences

of these upon the persons and interests of mankind,

as displayed in the various dispensations of provi-

dence and grace.

* These with his omnipotence, omniscience, and ubiquity, ap-

pear to constitute all that is revealed to us respecting the divine

nature : for goodness is the general character of the deity, and

marks the ineffable perfection of his nature. It is true, mercy is

frequently styled " God's darling attribute ;" but this appears to be

rather the exercise of his love towards his rational offspring, in the

peculiar circumstances of their guilt and misery, than a distinct and

primary attribute of the godhead. Guilt and misery are the only

circumstances which can render creatures the objects of mercy; and

therefore that display and exercise of the divine goodness, which

we distinguish by this name, could not have emanated from the

deity, had not these evils previously existed. Mercy is the opera-

tion of love, in pardoning, counteracting, and abolishing these evils.

But it would be saying Httle for the glory of the divine attributes.

Were we to suppose their operation was bounded by the bare re-

moval of evil. The justice of God being satis^ed for the sins of

Part I. ' z
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2. Of the scriptural doctrine of a trinity of per-

sons in the unity of the godhead : with our belief

respecting the person and offices of the Lord Jesus

Christ, distinguishing; the glory of his divine, from

the imbecilities of his human nature ; but placing

the transcendent dignity of the latter as sustaini)ig

and reflecting the image of deity, in its true scrip-

tural, and highly exalted rank in creation.

S. Of the original state of man : wherein consist-

ed his original state of perfection and glory, indi-

cated by the Mosaic account of his creatii n in the

image of God ; the terms and conditions on which

the permanency of hij- fejicity was suspended; the

means by which he fell ; and the extent of the injury

he sustained by such fall.

4. The effects of that fall upon his posterity ac-

curately defined : with an illustration of the divine

wisdom and goodness in permitting that fall, and

suffering the propagation of the human race under

the world by the death of Christ, his wisdom and goodness have

provided, in the glorious plan of redemption, an incomparably great-

er felicity, "a far more exceeding and eternal weight ot glory" for

the objects of that redemption, than they could have been entitled

to, or qualified to enjoy, had they never been the subjects of guilt

and misery. Herein is displayed the transcendent riches ot that

grace which consummates the felicity of the saints ; and here we

at once admire and adoie the unsearchable wisdom ot that counsel

which produces, out of the greatest possible evils, the highest good

to the fallen sons of men, who embrace the boundless mercy of

God by faith in Jesu's Christ. All the attributes of God are equally

dear to him, but they all unite their sacred energy in subservience

to his love. By this precious attribute God hath condescended to

designate the glorious perfection ot his own nature. The spirit of

truth testifies by St John that " God is love !

"

1
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its distressing effects, and subject to its inevitable

consequences.

5. Of the nature, extent, and general efficacy of

the atoning sacrifice of Christ.—How far does the

influence of this extend to mankind ; first, in their

initial state of formation and infancy ; and secondly,

in their adult and responsible states under the va-

rious dispensations of grace ? Is there any scrip-

tural ground for the opinion that the sacred efficacy

of that atonement will ultimately extend to the

whole human race ; and actually, as well as virtu-

ally, redeem every soul of man from the bitter pains

of eternal death ? Or are its benign effects limited

in their application to the present state of existence,

and finally consummated only in true believers, and

those heathens who are the subjects of grace upon

earth ? And finally ; was that atonement indispens-

ably necessary as the foundation of our acceptance

with God ; or might he, consistently with the glo-

rious perfections of his nature, have extended mercy

to the human race, without that or any other satis-

faction made to his justice * ?

6. Of repentance towards God ; its nature, and

the source from whence it flows ; its constituent

* A decisive answer to the latter part of this proposition appears

to be absolutely necessary, as it forms an essential point in tlie prin-

ciples of our holy religion ; and there are various opinions respect-

ing it in the connexion. The author has heard from a Methodist

pulpit, the doctrine inculcated that the death of Christ was not es-

sential to the salvation of mankind, but that God n)ade choice of

that as the most eligible and advantageous mode of reconciling th6

world unto himself. And he has been told by another preacher,

and one of very distinguished rank and eminence in the connexion.
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parts, and decisive tokens ; its genuine fruits, and

the means by which it is to be obtained.

7- Of justification unto eternal life.—What is the

true nature of this inestimable blessing ? Is it per-

fectly synonymous with the pardon of sin, or does it

rise a step higher into the scale of christian privi-

leges ? In the period of its attuinment, is it simul-

taneous with pardon, or subsequent to it ? And, if a

distinct blessing, what are its distinguishing marks?

8. Are we at liberty to suppose that righteous-

ness of any description inward or outward, or holi-

ness in any degree, are requisite in a penitent sin-

ner, to be by him performed as the condition of his

acceptance with God ? Or may a miserable, helpless,

condemned sinner, confessing the total corruption

and depravity of his heart and life; acknowledging

his utter inability to do any thing to recommend

himself to the divine favour; and casting himself

unconditionally upon the mercy of God, through the

merits of his Redeemer,—may this man indulge a

well-founded hope of " obtaining mercy and finding

grace to help in time of need * ?

9. Of genuine faith in Christ.—What is the pre-

cise character of that living principle of faith which

that " the death of Christ was not a meritorious sacrifice for the

sins of the world," which was a Calvinistic notion ; that God chose

indeed to manifest his grace and extend his mercy to man through

that medium; but that if it had so pleased him, he might have

done the same through the death of a bullock, or any similar me-

dium." This question therefore demands a fair discussion, and a

final decision.

* The author conceives this to be a most important point, and

one which deserves most serious consideration; for notwithstanding
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produces the pardon of sin, is the medium of access

to God, the instrument of salvation, through which

its possessor overcomt s the world, the flesh, and the

devil ? From whence is this derived, how is it to

be obtained, and what are its objects, and its mode

of operation? Is there a real, or only an imaginary

difference between what we term "justifying faith,"

and " the true christian faith ?"

10. Of regeneration.—What is the precise nature

of this important branch of the christian religion ?

Is it an instantaneous transaction ; a momentary or a

progressive work ? Can a man render God any ac-

ceptable service before he experiences this change ?

What are the certain tokens, and uniform effects of

the new birth ?

11. Is a true believer interested in the personal

righteousness of Jesus Christ ? Is this imputed to

him for his justification ? Is it the sole meritorious

cause of his justification, or do his repentance and

the plausible aspect of those arguments, which, founded on God's

well-known hatred to sin, and love of holiness, are often urged to

induce a sinner to attempt his restoration to the divine favour by

a reformation of his life; yet there certainly is a danger and not a

slight one, in thus driving a man to " the deeds of the law " in the

first mstance, as the medium of his reconciliation to God. A prac-

tice which, though unhappily common in the Methodist societies,

it is to be feared is destructive of the evangelical principles incuU

cated in the gospel of our salvation. Is not this the high road to

Pharisaism, if it be not the essence of the thing itself? Probably

our departure from our original principles in this very point, is a

fundamental cause of the few genuine conversions which now mark

the progress of Methodism.

If we recur to the Minutes of Conference for 1747, we shall

perceive that Mr Wesley then saw, lamented, and laboured to
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faith constitute a part of that cause ? Does the re-

ward of eternal life repose upon the imputed right-

eousness of Christ for its foundation ; or does the

personal righteousness of each believer form a part

of its basis ?

12. Of perfect holiness.—Wherein does this con-

sist ? In the entire eradication of sin, and sinful

desires from the soul ; or in the destruction of their

power only ? What are the scriptural proofs of this

doctrine ? Is it the common privilege of every child

of God, or only of a favoured few ? What are the

means of attaining it ; is it an instantaneous or a

gradual work ? Is it exclusively the work of the

spirit of God, or does man take any, and what part

in it ? Is it absolutely necessary to salvation ?

13. Of election to everlasting life.—Do we believe

there is such a thing as the absolute unconditional

election of certain individuals to life eternal ? Mr
Wesley, in his attempt to reconcile his principles to

counteract the increasing prevalence of this evil in the Methodist

societies. He then saw the necessity of " emptying men of their

own righteousness," in order to their being fxlled v?ith that of

Christjand of " overturning all other foundations" preparatory

to their "building upon Christ alone." Yet with heart-felt sor-

row we express our apprehensions ihat, in 1770, Mr Wesley so

far yielded to the torrent of prejudice which appears to have then

overflowed the Methodist connexion, as to publish in the mi-

nutes of conference tor that year, sentiments decidedly opposed to

those just cited, as the resolutions of the same venerable body in

1747. If this is the fact, we yet cherish a hope that the present or

a futuie generation of Methodists, will have the candour to confess

the error, and the courage and uitegrity to resort again to those

discarded principles, which God so eminently acknowledged at the

commencement of the connexion.
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those of Mr Whitefield, would not deny this point;

he more than half admitted it to be true ; what shall

we say to it * ?

14. Of the perseverance of the saints.—Is the

Calvinistic notion of the infallible perseverance of

every child of God, and his consequent certainty of

salvation, founded on scriptural authority ? This

of course we deny ; let us shew our reasons fur do-

ing so. We believe them corroborated by melancholy

facts ^ but are there any exempt cases ? Are there

any individuals " thence eminently styled the elect,"

of whom it may be said, they " cannot finally fall

away ? " f

15. Of the resurrection of the dead.—What is our

belief concerning this ? Will it be literally accom-

plished in all mankind, in the ungodly as well as in

the righteous? Will it be simultaneous in each?

* His words are : " I do not deny, though I cannot prove it is

so, that God has unconditionaliy elected some persons to eternal

glory." (Whiteheads Life of Wesley, Dub. Ed. Vol. II. p. 168.^

And again, respecting irresistible grace, he says : " I do not deny

that in some souls the grace of God is so far irresistible, that they

cannot but believe, and be finally saved" {ibid.) This is indeed

carrying irresistible grace quite far enough , no Calvinist will desire

it to go one step farther. But the question is : Might a mudern

Methodist venture to follow Mi- Wesley so far, without incurring

the censure of his brethren, as a man of unsound principle.'' And

if not, where is our present standard ot orthodoxy.''

+ So Mr Wesley thought. On this subject he says :
" I am

inclined to believe that there is a state attainable in this life, from

which a man cannot finally fall ; and that he has attained this, who

can say, old things are passed away ; all things in nie are become

new." Now it is remarkable that St Paul declares, " if any man
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If resurrection is to be literally fulfilled in all men,

must not a subsequent and miraculous cljange take

place in both the righteous and the wicked ? In the

first, because we know that " flesh and blood cannot

inherit the kingdom of God." In the last, because

their torment will be eternal, which we know flesh

and blood cannot endure.

16. Of the great and final judgment.—How will

this awful catastrophe be regulated ; by whom con-

ducted ; and upon what principles will its decisions

proceed ? Will the second person in the ever blessed

trinity, veiled in the glorified humanity of the imma-

culate Jesus, be the sovereign judge on that moment-

ous occasion ? Will the saints be honoured with a

share in the judgment of wicked men and evil

spirits*? Will the martyrs of Jesus, the despised

and afflicted followers of a crucified Saviour, then

have the honour of sitting on thrones of glory, and

pronouncing the righteous sentence of their exalted

Redeemer, 'upon their murderers and persecutors ?

Will one rule of judgment govern the decisions of

that august tribunal, or will there be distinct laws

for the trial of Heathens, Jews, and Christians f

Will rewards and punishments be awarded according

to the merit or demerit of works alone ? If so, how

will it fare with the thief who was crucified with

Christ, and who went with him to Paradise ? In

be in Christ he is a new creature ; in him old things are passed

away, behold all things are become new !" 2 Cor. v. 1 7.—Put these

two authorities together, and you have the final perseverance of

every true believer m Christ asserted.

* See Matthew, xix. 28. 1 Cor. vi. 2 3.
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such a case as his, will faith in the blood and right-

eousness of Christ, by which pardon and regeneratioa

were obtained upon earth, be admitted as a substi-

tute for the righteousness of the law in giving an

indefeasible title to the reward of everlasting fe-

licity ?

17. Of the eternity of the misery of the damned.

In supporting this as a principle of our belief, we are

called upon to maintain it not only by declarations

from scripture, which by some are considered as of

dubious interpretation ; but also from the principles

of truth and justice, resident in the bosom of omni-

potence. We should likewise be prepared to shew

its consistency with the well-known goodness of that

God, who we know delights in the happiness of all

his intelligent creatures ; and who has virtually re-

deemed every soul of man from the guilt and conse-

quences of sin. It is indeed very possible, that the

inflexible justice ofGod demands the eternal punish-

ment of those who in this life reject the only means

by which salvation is attainable, and that this pre-

sents an insurmountable barrier to the exercise of

his mercy, towards the unhappy objects of that jus-

tice. Or perhaps other causes unknown to us may-

operate in producing that determination in the di-

vine mind, which |)recludes the possibility of a pe-

riod being ever put to their sufferings. Be that as

it may, it appears to be necessary that an authentic

decision should be given to this question, which

certainly divides the sentiments of considerable

numbers in the Methodist connexion.

18. Of the joys of heaven.—Will the permanency
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and security of these be established on an immov-

able basis, beyond the possibility of defeat by any

contingent circumstance ? Upon what principles can

that security be demonstrated ? Will the freedom of

the human will, for which we earnestly contend, and

which, it appears, annually destroys its millions of

souls on earth, have no unhappy influence upon the

felicity of the redeemed in the kingdom of their hea-

venly Father ? Will neither this or any other thing

be able to cast a shade of doubt over the certainty

of their eternal happiness ? Why will this be more

secure than was that of " the angels who kept not

their first estate ?"

In addition to these important and interesting

subjects, which demand a more decided character

than they at present possess among us, some queries

respecting the principles on which the conversion of

sinners is accomplished, appear to claim our atten-

tion. We shall state a few of these.

First, with respect to the operation of grace upon

the heart of man. May we suppose the grace which

bringeth salvation, to be influential in its operation,

or illuminative only ? If influential, can we ascer-

tain the boundaries of that influence ; to what point

may it proceed without encroaching upon the sa(^red

territories of free-will ? But is not the cordial co-

operation of the will, as well as the other faculties

of the human mind, necessary to give effect to the

grace of God in conversion ? And if so, how is that

co-operation to be obtained in any given instance ?

Is this a matter altogether contingent, or are we at

liberty to suppose that the spirit of God has reserved
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to himself such a legitimate authority over the will

of man, as enables him, without violating the essen-

tial qualities of human nature, effectually to incline

the heart of a sinner to embrace the offers of salva-

tion j)roposed for his acceptance in the gospel of

Christ ?

The admission of this principle appears requisite

to justify those prayers for the conversion, and final

salvation of individuals, which are continually as-

cending from our pulpits and closets, to the throne

of grace. In these we are abundant, and we appear

to entertain no doubt either of our right to offer up

those prayers, or of God's perfect ability to grant

our petitions ; yet it is certain we are not to this

day settled in our principles, respecting the lawful-

ness of their accomplishment. According to the

sentiments of some men of note among us, all such

prayers should contain an ideal, if not an expressed

condition, viz. "if the object of that petition shall

perfectly and voluntarily coincide with heaven's gra-

cious design towards him." Whereas, according to

others, that coincidence of will, and a concurrent

operation in the object, is the very point we aim at

obtaining in the solicited conversion ; the mainspring

of which (if we may be allowed the expression,) we

suppose is placed in the hands of omnipotence. On
the other hand, there are some who are persuaded

that all prayers for an effectual operation of convert-

ing grace in the human heart, are not merely idle

and useless, but rather of an insulting nature towards

God, as implying, first, that he had not already done

all he could with propriety do, for the salvation of
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every individual of the human race ; and secondly^

that we have more love for that soul for whom we

pray, than God himself hath ; and that we expect

by our solicitations to persuade him to be more

gracious than he real'y is* !

Such are the sentiments ^vhich divide the con-^

nexion, upon the subject of the influence of grace

on the will and affections of a sinner; and were

there no other cause, this alone is sufficient to hin-

der our progress in the great work of conversion

;

for the contmual circulation of the preachers upon

the itinerant plan through every part of the king-

dom, gives a facility to the dissemination of those

discordant principles, which must not only grieve

the spirit of God, but oppose and frustrate the pious

labours of those holy men among us, who are endea-

vouring, in the simplicity of their hearts, to preach

the truth as it is in Jesus.

According to the best authenticated principles

among us, we appear to admit that there is a na-

* It cannot be denied that God did more for the conversion and

salvation of Peter than for that ot Judas ; more for Paul than he

did for Pilate ; and more for the Jewish nation than for the inha-

bitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. He hath done more for the

British peoi>le than for the Hottentots of Africa, or the Bramins of

Asia ; yet we know that the equity of the divine government can-

not be impeached, nor his righteous judgment arraigned at the bar

of human reason. His judgments are unsearchable and his ways

past finding out, yet we know that righteousness and truth are the

habitation of his throne. He worketh all things after the counsel

of his own will, and in subservience to this, we pray for the con-

version and salvation of our friends, not doubting of the willingness

and ability of our gracious God to hear and answer our prayerg.
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tural aversion, and decided opposition found in every

human breast to the knowledge and love of God.

This, we believe, can only be conquered by the di-

vine influence of the spirit of holiness, and the rege-

Derating power of his ^race ; and these, we usually

suppose, are adequate to the important work of con-

version, in every given instance ; at least, we dare

not in general attempt to define the limits of either

the goodness or the power of God in the conversion

and final salvation of men. But as these principles

are neither generally understood, nor universally ad-

mitted, we evidently want an authorised standard

among us on which to fix and propagate them

throughout the connexion.

There is another point, which being frequently

connected with the practice of our people, and yet

undetermined among us, appears to require official

decision. This relates to the article of war ; is this

in any case lawful to a christian, or is it opposed in

principle to the genuine spirit of universal love and

forbearance, inculcated by tJie religion of the meek
and lowly Jesus, and consequently incompatible with

the possession and enjoyment of that religion ? If

there are exempt cases, it might be necessary to shew

the grounds upon which that exemption is reconcil-

able with the principles of the gospel.

Again : with respect to the observance of the

sabbath day. Is this to be considered binding upon
christians as a legal ceremony according to its origi-

nal institution, and its violation consequently subject

to the penalties attached thereto by the law of

Moses ? Or is it rather a christian privilege under
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the glorious dispensation of the gospel, instituted by

the primitive christians, under the influence of the

holy spirit, in commemoration of the resurrection of

their great redeemer, and observed by them as a

testimony of their grateful love to him ? Is its

solemn dedication to the worship of God and the

purposes of religion, intended as a means of concili-

ating the divine favour in a legal point of view ; or

as the source of increasing spiritual life and vigour

to the worshippers ? If this institution bears upon

the christian dispensation with the same legal au-

thority, and its observance is enforced by the same

penal obligations as under the Jewish dispensation,

who among us are free from the guilt of its vio-

lation ? And in such case what are we to do with

the decisions of St Paul, acting under the special

inspiration of the spirit of God upon this point ?

We shall find these recorded, first, in his Epistle to

the Romans*, where that apostle of the Gentiles

appears to give considerable latitude to the christian

churches in this respect, saying, "One man esteemeth

one day above another, another esteemeth every day

alike ; let every man be fully persuaded in his own
mind. He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto

the Lord, and he that regardeth not the day to the

Lord he doth not regard it." Does St Paul here

mean to say that both these men are equally inno-

cent, and their works equally acceptable in the sight

of God; and consequently that they are free from

the legal observance of the Jewish sabbath ?

* Chapter xiv. 5.
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Secondly, in the Epistle to the Collossians*, " Let

no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink,

or in respect of an holy day, or of the new moon, or

of the sabbath day ; which are a shadow of things

to come, but the body is of Christ." Does the holy

spirit here relieve the christiafl churches from the

legal observance of all Jewish ceremonies and holy

days ? If so, should not th-e Methodist body while

they solemnly dedicate the first day of the week to

the worship of their God and Saviour, declare they

consider this as a christian privilege, and not as a

part of that yoke, which an eminent Jew declared

after his conversion to Christianity, *' neither they

nor their fathers were able to bear ?"t

The consideration and determination of the pre-

ceding points of doctrine appears to be absolutely

requisite both to satisfy the minds of individuals,

and also to diffuse a spirit of unanimity among our

societies, without which it is vain to look for either

peace or prosperity in the connexion. But doubt-

less, many other points of considerable importance

will suggest themselves to the minds of those who

may be appointed to prepare a complete digest of

our principles^:. When this is once completed, it may

Chapter ii. iC. + St Peter.—See Acts, xv. 10.

I It should be well understood tliat, in declaring our doctrines,

and fixing our principles by the proposed code, we do not attempt

to bind them authoratatively upon the consciences of any persons.

We propose them merely as the objects of our belief, and as the

spiritual constitution of Methodism ; expecting the voluntary con-

currence of our members, but requiring the perfect coincidence of

©ur preachers, in their public capacities, with the essential doctrines
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be found expedient to appoint an annual committee

from the conference, whose sole business should be,

during their session (which probably need not exceed

one day,) to decide upon any questions which may
occur, relative to the understanding or propagation

of such doctrines as may be sanctioned among us ;

and also to reprove and restrain the promulgation of

doctrines inimical to the principles of the connexion.

This committee, who would in fact constitute the

Censors of the connexion, would, of course, govern

their decisions in all cases by the code of Metho-

dism, and their acts might form an advantageous ap-

pendage to the Minutes of Conference. Thus we
should perceive an annual increase in wisdom ; our

principles would become clear and permanent, and

their unequivocal meaning universally disseminated.

An end would hereby be put to the jarring senti-

ments which now divide the preachers and people

;

and to those dissensions which will ever be the bane

of religion, and are particularly destructive of that

union of sentiment and affection, which is the only

bond of the Methodist connexion.

The second branch of the code, viz. that relating

to discipline, would be much easier to arrange than

the former. It would principally consist of a judi-

cious compilation of all the existing rules of the so-

cieties both general and local, extracted from the

Minutes of Conferences and other authentic docu-

ments, from the commencement of Methodism to

therein contained. The harmony necessary for oiir future prospe-

rity, appears to demand the concession of this from every preacher

in the connexion.
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the nrp*?^!!! dav These have been occasionally varied

as the changiiiti;' circumstances of the connexion de-

manded their alteration and improvement. The

committee appointed to prepare this, would doubt-

less be armed with g. discretionary power to ex-

punecp, alter, or otherwise improve any bramh of

discipline, which the experience of the years which

have elapsed since its original institution, may point

out as susceptible of such improvement, subject to

the final adoption or rejection of the conference.

It appears to be his^hly expedient that the entire

code should be compressed into as narrow a cotnpass

as possible, well connected and judiciously arranged,

with an alphabetical index ; and placed within the

reach, at a triflincj expence, of every member of the

connexion, not one of whom should be without it.

In the course of the ensuiui^- chapter we shall have

an opportunity of enterin^j^ more minutely into some

subjects connected with the latter branch of oiir

code ; but, prior to its final arrangement, perhaps it

might be well to give a general invitation to the so-

cieties over the whole kingdom, to communicate with

the committee upon such points as a|)pear to thena

to demand a revisal, and to suggest such alterations

and improvements as may be deemed requisite for

the future harmony and extended prosperity of the

connexion.

Paut I. A A
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CHAP. IX.

A REVIEW OP THE GENERAL DISCIPLINE OF THE CONNEXION,,

WITH OBSERVATIONS.—SOME ALTERATIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS

SUGGESTED, PARTICULARLY WITH RESPECT TO THE QUALIFI*

CATIONS AND APPOINTMtNT OF YOUNG PREACHERS. A PLAN

FOR MORE EASILY AND EFFECTC'ALLV PROVIDING FOR THEIR IM-

PROVEMENT AND GENERAL UTILITY PROPOSED.—CONCLUSIO*

OF PART FIRST.

Section I.

—

Of Class and Band-Meetings, S^c.

In taking a general view of the (HscipUne of the

Met'iodist societies, it must be acknowledijed that,

in point of simplicity, utility, and comparative ex-

cellence, they are not equalled by any other religious

body in the British dominiums, or perhaps in the

world. The rules of the society, which may be con-

sitlered as the foundation of the connexion, must be

admitted to be superior to any thing of the kind

found in modern churches, and admirably calculated

to promote the great end and design of their original

institution, viz. to unite the members of the societies

together in the bonds of christian fellowship, for the

purpose of moreeffectuallysecuring, in the possession

ofgenuine religion, the present and eternal happiness

1
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of every individual, rendering each an useful mem-

ber of civil society, as well as an ornament to his re-

ligious profession*.

The entire body of the Methodists is divided into

classes, consisting of an indefinite number, from

twelve to twenty, or occasionally more, of which one

is denominated the leader ; these classes meet once

a-week, spending about one hour together, in social

intercourse and religious worship. During this in-

terval the leader inquires into the religious experience

and spiritual prosperity of each individual, reproving,

exhorting, or encouraging as he finds occasion ; the

contributions of each member are then collectedf,

and after singing and prayer, with which the meet-

ing of each class begins and ends, they separate.

Experience has taught us, that nothing can be

better calculated than these meetings, to unite the

body of the connexion in one common interest, and

to advance the spiritual and eternal welfare of each

member. It is the external cement of Methodism;

and is perhaps the most effectual means of producing

and extending that spirit of genuine piety and reci-

procal affection, which should be at once the distin-

guishing mark of a religious society, and the medium
of its union with the church of Christ upon earth,

* As these rules are not generally known, a copy of thena will

be given in a Supplement at the end of this work, Article, No. T. It

is not saying too much for these to assert, that they bear the stamp

of genuine wisdom and true piety, and have been productive of

the most beneficial effects to the connexion.

t These are usually one penny from each member, and it goes

towards the maintenance of the preacher and his family.
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as well as with its glorified head, in the mansions of

eternal felicity.

It is indeed highly probable that, under the bless-

ing of providence, Methodism owes not only its un-

precedented success, its rapid progress, a "^d extended

prosperity, but perhaps its very existence at the pre-*

sent time, to the influence of class-meetings ; an ar-

rangement this, into which Mr Wesley was providen-

tially led while contemplating another object*, but

for which we never can be sufficiently thankful. We
are fully conv^inced that, without this most excellent

institution, all our public worship would avail little

either towards the conversion of individuals, or the

union and prosperity of the body. We say, therefore,

let class-meetings be ever prized and esteemed among

us as a most important and invaluable branch of dis-

cipline, upon the due improvement of which, and of

the many blessings we derive from it, depends our

present prosperity as a religious body, and our ever^

lasting happiness as membersOf the church of Christ.

Yet it is evident that purity of doctrine and una-

nimity of sentiment are essentially requisite to give

* Mr Wesley thus records the occasion of this.—Feb. 15, 1742,^

he observes :
*' Many were mei together at Bristol to consult con-

cerning a proper method of paying the public debt contracted by

building, and it was agreed, 1st. That every member of the society

that was able, should contribute one penny a-week. 2d. Thf;t the

whole society should be divided into little companies, or classes,

about twelve in each class. 3d. That one person in each should re-

ceive the contributions of the rest, and bring it in to the stewards

weekly. Thus began, (says he,) that excellent institution, merely

upon a temporal account, from which we reaped so many spiritual

blessings, that we soon fixed the same rule in all our societies."
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full effect to those social and religious meetings, and

great attention should be paid in all cases to the

principles, the talents, and the piety of the leaders.

Next to class-meetings stand the band-meetings.

These are more select than the classes, they gene-

rally consist of from five to ten members, who enter

into a close communion with each other relative to

their christian experience, their trials and tempta-

tions. One of these acts as leader : these meetings,

when properly conducted, have been found highly

beneficial to the interests of vital holiness. The
rules by which they are governed*, speak the nature

and design of the institution, which constitutes an

important and interesting feature in the character

of Methodism.

Besides these meetings there are public love-feasts»

usually held once in three months, at which all the

members of the classes and bands assemble. The
external part of this feast is very simple, it consists

in eating a morsel of bread, and drinking a small

draught of water ; which seems to have been intro-

duced as emblematical of the christian love, which

dwells in the hearts of the people, and the reciprocal

affection which unites the whole society together.

At these solemn meetings each member is at liberty,

and is generally expected to make a public de-

claration of the state of his mind, of the progress he

has made in the knowledge and love of God, the

depth of his experience in the ways of piety, and

height of his attainment in the favour and image of

* See Supplement, Article No. II.
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that God whose adopted child by faith in Jesus

Christ he is, or professes himself to be. If he is only

in pursuit of those invaluable privileges of the child-

ren of God, he mentions the true state of his mind

;

and each member as he ceases to speak, receives a

suitable reply from one of the preachers present,

two or three of whom are usually present on these

occasions.

These love-feasts are supposed to be formed upon

the model of those which existed in the primitive

churches, and to which frequent allusions are made

in the epistles of the New Testament *. But it is

highly probable that these primitive assemblies were

sacramental occasions ; and yet that they were of a

more social character, and the conversation more

free and familiar in them than in our modern love-

feasts. Indeed, there can be little doubt that our

Lord, in the institution of his supper, intended

it should be celebrated by his real followers in a free

and familiar, though in a solemn and devout man-

ner ; not as a direct act of religious worship, but

as one wherein they commemorated, with grateful

hearts and joyful minds, that glorious sacrifice,

which, appeasing the wrath of heaven, sealed their

redemption in the precious blood of Emanuel, and

gave them a right to the joys of an endless felicity

;

and not bearing so much of the formality of wor-

ship, as the mode by which it is now practised in

the established churches.

In perusing the eleventh chapter of St Paul's First

* See 2 Peter, ii. 13.—Jude, 12, &c.
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Epistle to the cl)urrh at Corinth, we plainly per-

ceive that this was the mode of celebrating the sup-

per of the Lord, under the immediate direction of

the apostle himself; abuses of that holy institution,

however, having even then arisen from the carnality

of some members of that church, renders it pro-

bable, that similar faults in others, ultimately intro-

duced the more formal solemnity of the mode sub-

sequently adopted by succeeding ages. If this al-

teration was atti-nded with some advantages, if it

checked the licentiousness which threatened to dis-

grace the celebration of that institution, it must not

be forgotten that out of this very thing sprang the

idolatry of the mass. Had the original simplicity

of administering this holy ordinance been retained

in the churches of Christianity, it is scarcely possible

to conceive that the worship of the wafer would

ever have been introduced as an essential appendage

to the religion of Christ, nor the dream of transub-

stantiation propagated as the truth of inspiration.

Whether the Methodist body in Ireland will ever

poSvsess the resolution, the piety, and the integrity,

requisite to the assertion of their undoubted privi-

leges, and the actual assumj)tion of their unques-

tionable rights in the administration of their own
ordinances, is a question which time alone can solve;

but should this happy event ever take place, it is

devoutly to be wished, that the mode of their admi-

nistration may be brought as near as possible to

that of the original institutions in the apostolic

churches. Simplicity is one distinguishing charac-

teristic of the religion of Jesus; and we trust, the
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piety of the Methodists will prevent that siniplicity

among' them from degeneratin^i into indecorous fami-

liarity. A portion «)f cer-^niony is certainly requi-

site in the present state of human nature, to support

the respect due to religion; but the more of genuine

piety we possess, the less ceremony shall we require.

Every member of the Methodist societies on his

admis-ion, receives a ticket, containing a text of

scripture, and. bearing the signature of the preacher,

as a token of his membership ; these tickets are re-

newed quarterly, and on those occasions a small

contribution is collected, towards defraying the ex-

pences incident to the establishment If any mem-
ber is accused of conduct unbecoming the christian

character, he and his accuser dre brought face to

face before the preachers and leaders; if guilty, he

is reprimanded, and exhorted tq. repentance iir\d

amendment; but if found incorrigible, is expelled

ft-om the connexion, which is done by withholding

the quarterly ticket. No man, however, is ever fi-

nally or irrevocably expelled; but upon exiiibiting

tokens of penitence and reformation, is at all times

eligible to readmission. In these branches of our

discipline we recognise the principles of wisdom

and true piety ; and are of opinion, that under our

present system, they only require to be judiciously

enforced, as the means of preserving the connexion

free from external blemish, and the influx of that

impiety and profaneness which too often character-

ise the members of other religious bodies *.

* TIiJs is un<]uestionabIy true in a general point of view ; yet, ft
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Section II.—(y^/^e Officers and Preachers^ S^c.

The officers attached to the Methodist connexion

are, 1st, leaders ; 2d, stewards ; 3d, local preachers;

4th, itinerant preachers. The leaders, whose busi-

ness has been already mentioned, are chosen by the

preachers, leaders, and stewards on each circuit; and

may be questioned if our riass-meetings are not susceptible of some

improvemeni in the point ofdisiim-iion of character. Accbiding

to our present mode, we place >ajiits and sinners in one ^ank ; that

is, persons of the highest religious attainrner>ts, in the same class

with those wtio only express a feei)le desire to, ike from tlie, wrath

to come, but -^'lic) h.ive not even repQntpd of their sins, much lesfs^

obtained eiil>«?r the forgiveness of sins, or the faith which intro-

duces the soul into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

We admit each of these characters promiscuously into the privi-

legCvS of religious fellowship ; and hence, sinners are indiscrimi-

nately clasft^!ki vvith those, who, having attained to purity of heart,

are entitled "j enjoy what should be con,5i,dei;ed as exclusively " thje

communion of saints."

There is evidently a defect in our discipline in this pomtj and

much evil may arise, and has resulted from this unguarded inter-

course. By this means improper persons have often gained admit-

tance into our most select meetings, and the experience of our ho»

liebt members has been the subject of ridicule and diversion among

the unholy and profane. Band-meetings have been instituted as a

remedy against this, but they do not fuUy answer the end. Our

classes should he divided into at least, those for penitents, and

those for true believers. A third kind also might be advantageously

instituted for the reception of returning backsliders. A vi\y little

experience would probably convince us of the utility of this regu-

Ution,.
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are subject to removal hy the same authority whi'^h

appoints them. Their stations are rhang-etl with re-

spect to the classes, as circumstances may require,

but they are not dismissed from their office unless

convicted of conduct unbecoming the profession of

a christian. All the leaders of a society are in the

habit of meeting- the preacher generally once a-week,

for the purpose of arran<;ing prayer- meetinj^s, pay-

ing the contributions of their classes to thr steward,

and transacting any local business which may occur.

The stewards are appointed by the same authority,

and it is their principal business to receive and dis-

burse the local funds of the connexion. There are

stewards for particular societies, and a general

steward for each circuit. Stewards are proposed by

the preachers, and elected by a majority of leaders

;

none of them can remain longer than two years in

office unless re-elected.

The various duties and privileges of the leaders

and stewards, are detailed in the Minutes Of Confe-

renc , to which any of our members can easily refer;

but as these differ in some respects from the present

regulations in England, we shall give in the Supple-

ment a copy of the plan of pacification, which was

adopted at the British conference in 1795*. The
excellent institutions of that conciliating plan, in-

duces a wish that they may ultimately be admitted

as the basis of our discipline in Ireland. The entire

assimilation of the two countries in these particulars,

will probably be necessarily a work of time ; but

Article, No. III.



PRESENT STATE OF METHODISM. 379

every step by which we approximate to the state of

Methodism in England, may be considered as an

advance towards the ultimate perfection of which

our religious establishment is susceptible.

In the month of April 1812, a general meeting of

local preachers, stewards, and leaders of the Newry
district, was convened at Portadown, in the county

Armagh, at which a memorial was prepared, contain-

ing a number of resolutions, and pointing out various

regulations and improvements in points of discipline,

and in the management of the public funds of the

connexion, which, as they contain some important

observations, and appear to be closely connected

with the general interests of Methodism, a copy of

that document will be also annexe to the Supple-

ment*. The requisitions of that meeting were not

fully attended to by the conference to which they

were addressed, but they probably had the effect of

eliciting some wholesome regulations which . pj-ear

in the minutes of both that, and the succeeding con-

ference.

The mode of selecting and appointing preachers

in the Methodist connexion, will be found detailed

in the following extract from a communication upon

that subject, with which the author has been kindly

favoured by a particular friend, who is himself one

of that respectable body.

" The many meetings for prayer, exhortation, and

religious experience, with which the Methodist con-

nexion is favoured, afford opportunities for youn^

* Article, No. IV.
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men of piety and talents to step forward as public

characters, first by praying in class and prayer-meet-

ings, where if it appears to the preachers and lepders

that they possess the spirit and gJft of prayer, they

are encouraged to exhort, or wh^ ri reading the scrip-

tures in public, to make a few remarks on what they

read.

** If God blesses them with success in this sphere,

by making them instrumental in the awakening of

the careless, or comforting the afflicted, they are

allowed and encouraged to speak from a text, and

after some time receive a certificate from the super-

intendant of the circuit as a local preacher.

" Our circuit preachers being all selected from the

local, when it appears to the former that any ar; ng
the latter have abilities for the work of the ministry

in a more enlarged sphere, the superintiRndnnt pro-

poses him or them to the leader's quarterly meeting,

as a fit person to travel in the connexion; and if

they consider him qualified to take a circui**, he is

proposed by the same preacher to the district meeting

where he is personally examined, and then to the

general conference for admission on trial. Here his

) ^hfiwf. :A

* It would appear, however, that the poirtt of submitting ^i
qualification of a candidate for the. ministry to the leaders' meeting,

is rather conceded by the preachers, than given to, or claimed by

the leaders as a matter of right. The Ninth Article of the Pprta-

down Resplutions, however, demands the sanction of a quarterly

meeting of stewards and leaders, officially signed by the general

steward of the circuit, to be presented both to the district-meeting

and conference, prior tb the admission of a preacher on trial. (S«^

Supplement, Article IV.)
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character and abilities undergo the strictest investi-

gation, close inquiry being made into his piety,

virtuous conduct, religious experience and know-

ledge, prudence, integrity, and diligence in his for-

mer occupation. A.lso, whether he has had any

fruit resulting trom his spiritual labours ; if he is in

debt, or under any matrimonial engagement, and if

he possesses the talents, and information upon the

doctrines of the gospel, requisite to render him an

useful and acceptable preacher.

" Should no suflicient objection arise out of any of

these points, his name is entered on the list of re-

serve, and when a vacancy occurs he is called out.

But he is now only admitted on trial ; on which he

remains from this period until he has travelled four

years: during that time his conduct is closely attend-

ed to, and at each intervening conference, his cha-

racter is as strictly scrutinised as at the first.

*' When a preacher has passed through his four

probationary years acceptably, he is received into

full connexion by the president of the conference in

the public. cougregat ion; at which time he gives an

account of his conversion, his call to the ministry,

and his assent to the leading doctrines of the gospel.

The president then addresses him with a suitable

exhortation and advice, and puts into his hands our

doctrinal and disciplinary minutes, to which he had

previously given his public assent, and the business

is concluded with prayer." *

• If a preacher marries before he is taken into full connexion,

he is dismissed : not because the act is considered criminal, but as

he has no certainly of being continued until the period of his pro-
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No preacher possesses any higher rank or great-

er authority in the connexion than another, except

in the offices of superintendant of the circuit in which

he is stationed, chairman of the district, or president

of the conference ; to which offices all preachers in

full connexion are equally eligible, and they are

annually appointed by the conference. There is also

a book-committee annually chosen for the superin-

tendance and management of that department, and

these continue in office till the ensuing conference.

Section III.

—

Official Meetings.

Ireland is, by the Methodist societies, divided into

ten districts, containing forty-nine circuits, besides

eight missionary districts, which usually embrace

parts of the others, to which the regular preachers

cannot have so ready access *. In the month of

June in each year, the preachers of every district

assemble in their several departments, the chairmen

having been appointed at the preceding conference.

These meetings are preparatory to the general con-

ference, they are found extremely useful for the ar-

rangement of many local concerns, and considerably

bation is expired, his rejection might be a disappointment to the

woman he marries. Neither will our funds admit of taking out

married men ; nor is this ever done when a single man can be

•btained who is qualified for the work.

* Minutes of Conference for 1813.
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lessen the labour, and shorten the time of the

prearhtTs at conference.

On the first Monday injidy, the annual confer-

ence sits in Dublin *. At these assemblies Mr Wes-

ley ori;:inally presided, and continued to do so, ge-

nerally during^ his life-time. Since his death, the

Rev. Doctor Coke has frequently filled that office

;

but latterly Doctor Adam Clarke has been invited

to it. He has twice occupied the president's chair,

and we are glad to ham that he is expected to do

so at the ensuing conference. The very eminent

talents of Doctor Clarke render him most eligible

to that important office, and his kind acceptance of

the invitation very justly gives universal satisfac-

tion ; we indulge the hope of seeing him in that

station as long as life permits him to fill it.

The entire management or direction of all the pub-

lic concerns of Methodism, temporal and spiritual, is

vested in the conference. During its session a great

* This body, as it stands connected in the original institution of

Methodism, is a branch of the English conference, which consists

of one hundred members, legally appointed and enrolled in the

High Court of Chancery. This number is constantly kept up by

the election of a successor, on the death of any individual. Eight

of these are resident in Ireland, and this number is to be increased

to ten, at which it is to be stationary. In order to preserve the

appearance of an union between these two branches of the con-

nexion, it is customary for the president of the Irish conference

to be deputed from the British ; and it is usual for one or two de-

legates from the Irish, to attend the English conference. In both

parts of the united kingdom every preacher in full connexion has

a seat and a vote in conference, although not ens of tlie hundred

legal members.
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variety of business is transacted. The principal pr?rt

of this consists, first, in the examination of the

preachers characters and conduct; and receiving- new-

preachers into connexion. Secondly, arranging their

appointments for the ensuing year. Thirdly, settiing

the various accounts of the different circuits, and

regulating the general finances of the connexion,

with the expences of buildinir chapels,&c. and, lastly,

in consulting generally what can be advantaiieously

done for the further increase and prosperity of re-

ligion in the connexion. Committees are also ap-

pointed, both before and during the conference, to

assist in those arrangements, and the session gene-

rally terminates in about ten days.

The Minutes of Conference, which are annually

published contain a statement of its acts and ac-

coimts ; and these are sometimes accompanied with

an address to the body of the people*. The English

and Irish conference also mutually adc'ress each

other in the terms of reciprocal aifection, and ex-

pressive of the interest which each feels in the wel-

* The minutes of ^812 contain a very fprceable appeal to the

people on the subject of the finances of the connexion, which were

previously in a ver}' embarrassed state. By a well-timed and very

general exertion throughout the kingdom, that embarrassment was

in a great measure relieved for the momerit ; but it will return again,

and recourse must again and again be had to extraordinajy exertion

to meet the still increasing exigencies, unless our system is radi-

cally al\ered, and in some degree assimilated to that of the English

connexion. As the document here referred to throws some ligljlt

on the state of our financial department, a copy of it is given m
the Supplement, Article V.
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fare and prosperity of the other, and of the people

committed to their charge in the Lord These mi-

nutes are properly disseminated over the whole king-

dom, and, with all other publications belonging to

the connexion, may be purchased from any of the

preachers.

Section IV.

—

Improvement of Young Preachers.

X ERHAPS one of the principal disadvantages under

which the Methodist connexion labours both in Eng-

land and Ireland, but particularly the latter, is the

want of a suitable education for its ministers. The
want of this is severely felt, and yet, owing to the

peculiar mode of their selection, as this stands

united with the general economy of the connexion,

it is extremely difficult to devise, and perhaps much
more so to put in practice a plan at once adequate

to meet the exigencies of the case, and yet within

the reach of our very limited finances.

It is impossible for the Methodist body to edu-

cate its ministers, as other religious communities

do ; that is, from the earliest period at which the

human mind is susceptible of imbibing that know-

ledge which is requisite as a foundation for any de-

gree of exellence in the important work of the mi-

nistry. The reason of this is obvious ; we properly

make conversion to God, real regeneration of heart,

a primary and indispensable qualification for the

office of a minister of the gospel. Most other reli-

gious bodies, who esteem conversion to be essential

B B
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to the character of a minister, appear to consider it

eithet as a secondary point, or one, the attainment

of which must be left to chance; while human learn-

ing is evidently placed in the first rank of ministerial

qualification ; and with the established church this

appears to be the summum honum of a clergyman,

and indispensably requisite (where patronage is

doubtful,) to enable him to attain to the enjoyment

of a rich benefice.

But the case is very different with the young Me-
thodist preacher. Piety is with him a most impor-

tant and primary consideration ; and from the rank

in society from which the providence of God usually

selects those who fill the successive vacancies occa-

sioned in our ministry, by death or superannuation,

it is but seldom we can unite tlie polish of education

with that experimental knowledge of religion which

we require in our preachers. Hence we often find

them like the diamond in the quarry, possessing in-

deed the intrinsic stamina of an able ministerj but

generally destitute of the embellishments of human
literature, and sometimes unadornied with even that

degree of education, which is now requisite to enable

them to fill their important stations, either with com-

fort to themselves, or credit to the connexion which

has adopted them. ^)^-\ gj r

The religion which is inculcated in the Methodist

societies is not that of the cloister, nor are its vota-

ries called upon to relinquish the sweet attractions

of society, or to embrace the austerity of a recluse

as a necessary qualification for the joys of heaven*

On the contrary, it assumes the amiable aspect of its

1
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divine and benevolent author, and like him in thri

days of his flesh, it intermixes with all the commort

acts of life, and carries its benign influence through

all the walks of social intercourse, cheering every

heart, animating every countenance, and diffusing a

heaven-born beam of celestial joy throui;h every so*-

cial assembly. In its extensive circle it embraces

the whole creation, and explores every part of nature,

while it exhausts the treasuries of grace, in search

of matter, whereon to erect the praise of its adorable

author, and spread the flame of evangelical love to

every human heart.

Hence the important duties of a preacher are not

confined to the labours of the pulpit, nor the instruc-

tion he is expected to disseminate, limited to the

class-meeting. He must be qualified not merely to

bear a part, but to take the lead in religious conver-

sation, and in the propagation of that general know-

ledge, which, while it imparts true dignity to human
nature, enables us to 'fill our respective stations in

life, with pleasure to ourselves and profit to others.

Some portion of this i-* absolutely requisite in a

minister of the gospel ; the possession of it will ren-

der him both acceptable and useful, while its want,

in the present enlightened state of society, will in-

fallibly expose him to contempt or perhaps derision.

The Mothodist congregations are becoming much
more numerous, and are composed of a more respect-

able, and more enlightt ned class of people than they

were a few years ago ; and as these are the sources

from whence our societies are derived, it is at once

our highest wisdom, and our soundest policy, to
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adopt the most effectual methods which we inno-

cently can, for enlarging those societies from the

respectable ranks of the community,

A minister of the gospel should be qualified to

follow the example of St Paul : he also is *' a debtor

both to the wise and to the unwise ; " so, as much as

in him lies, he should be ready to preach the gospel

to both ;
* and, as far as the purity of his religion will

permit, to be " made all things to all men, that by

all means they may save some." f Well instructed

in all the branches of speculative divinity, and par-

ticularly conversant in those doctrines which are

justly considered as the glory of Methodism, a

preacher in our connexion should be prepared to dis-

play those sources of salvation to the minds of his

hearers, in language suited to the dignity and impor-

tance of the subject ; to demonstrate their truth and

consistency by sound and rational argument, and to

illustrate their glorious efficacy from the pages ofhis-

tory, as well as from the oracles of inspiration.

Philosophy also is the handmaid of religion ; it is

the science of nature ; and the christian rejoices in

knowing that the God of nature is the author of his

religion |. The herald of that religion, should there-

fore be prepared to lead the minds of his hearers in-

to the contemplation of those wonders in nature,

which, while they demonstrate the existence of a

deity, assert his transcendent power, ait4: display

• Romans, i. 14. 15. t 1 Cor. ix. 22.

X Psalms, viii. 3. ixi. 1.—Romans, i. ip. The pious reader will

Hot be displeased by the introduction of the following stanzas of
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consummate wisdom in unison with ineffable good-

ness. The sacried writings are full of the noblest

images drawn in the arcana of nature, in illustration

ofthe gospel of Jesus, and of the blessings which flow

from its experimental knowledge ; and every minis-

ter of the gospel should be qualified to press into the

service of his adorable master, and of his church mi-

litant on earth, every circumstance in the economy

of nature, as well as in the annals of grace.

It is in vain, however, to look for those qualifica-

tions in the untutored minds of most of our young

•ne of the finest hymns in the English language, illustrative of this

divine subject It is a fine poetical paiaphrase of part of the 147

A

Fsalm.

Praise ye the Lord ! 'tis good to raise

Your hearts and voices in his praise:

His nature and his works invite.

To make this duty our delight.

Sing to the Lord ; exalt him high.

Who spreads his clouds around the sky

;

There he prepares the fruitful rain.

Nor lets the drops descend in vain.

He makes the grass the hills adorn.

And clothes the smiling fields with corn :

The beasts with food his hands supply.

And the young ravens when they cry.

HH But saints are lovely in his sight.

He views his children with delight f

He sees their hope, he knows their fear.

And looks, and loves his image there.
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preachers. The class of society from which a ma-

jority of them have orijiinally sprung, presents but

a barren source of either native talent, or acquired

information *. Many of these, however, to their

everlasting" honour, have, by dint of assiduity and

perseverance, surmounted the difficulties which their

limited mode of education opposed to their improve^

ment, and embracing with avidity the means which

their dedication to the work of the ministry afford-

ed them, have, subsequently to their appointment as

preachers, enriched their minds and improved their

understandings, while their hearts and lives have

been consecrated to the experience and propagation

of vital gofiliness in the societies wherein they la-

boured. These have become " burning and shining

lights" in their day and generation ; they were the

happy instruments of *' turning many to righteous-

ness," and having shone for a season here, as lights

in a benighted land, they shall shine as resplendent

stars of the first magnitude, in the kingdom of their

God and Father, for ever and ever f . Many of these

are gone to their eternal reward, but they are not

* It is a fact justified by repeated observation, that native ta-

lent is much more rarely found in the lower, than in the middle

and higher ranks of society. This may perhaps be accounted for

by the circumstance of its being in a great degree hereditary : when

a man of ^perior talents is providentially placed in low circum-

stances, his native genius soon opens the way for his advance in

life, ai d his posterity often inherit both his talents and that wealth

which is the result of their successful exertion. Exceptions to this^

however, may of course be expected*

t Daniel, xii. 3.
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forgotten ;
" the righteous shall be had in everlast-

ing remembrance," and their noble example stimu-

lates their successors to tread the same glorious path

to the mansions of eternal felicity.

As the office of a minister of the gospel is the

most important, the most sacred, and the most ho-

nourable which it is possible for a man to enjoy, so

the character of the minister should be considered

as the most highly exalted upon earth. In compa-

rison with " an ambassador of the most high God,"

all human honour dwindles to a shadow ; all eartlily

dignity sinks into nothing. For what avails the

transitory wealth, or the fleeting honours of this

perishable life, when compared with the riches of

that eternal inheritance to which the saints of God
are entitled by an indefeasible conveyance ? And if

we bestow so much labour, if we incur so heavy an

expence in bestowing upon our children the means

of acquiring the qualifications requisite for their en-

joyment of the uncertain riches of this life, surely it

is incomparably more necessary to bestow on our

preachers that instruction which is necessary to qua-

Kfy them for the successful discharge of the inte-

resting duties attached to their most important sta-

tions in the church of Christ.

But, if the character of a minister is dignified, the

duties of his function are diversified and la!)oribus ;

be is called upon not only to plead the cause of reli-

gion against the corrupted passions of mankind, but

to defend her sacred truths from the assaults of

infidelity, the folly of ignorance, and the obstinacy

of prejudice. Hence the necessity of his being not
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only " a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,

rightly dividing the word of truth," but able also to

meet the adversaries of religion on their own ground,

and to put to silence both the learned disputant, and

the unlearned opposer of the truth as it is in Jesus.

With the firmness of an apostle, and the wisdom of

a philosopher, he should unite the energy of a mis-

sionary, and the zeal of a martyr; while the gentle-

ness of his manners, and the ardency of his love,

should tixhibit at one view the perfection of that re-

ligion of which he is the advocate and the patron.

In short, that religion, which it is his sole business

to inculcate and diffuse, should shine conspicuously

in all her intrinsic excellence, in all her amiable and

endearing graces, in all her social attractions, as

well as preceptive injunctions, in the heart and life

of her advocate, that thus he may exemplify in his

life the power of that religion which he promulgated

from the pulpit.

The benefits which must result to the great cause

in which we are engaged, from a happy union of

these excellent qualifications in our ministers, are

too obvious to require a proof, and too interesting

to claim an apology for recommending them to our

notice. It remains therefore, only to inquire how

they may be attained on the simplest and most eco-

nomical plan.

-i.We take it for granted, that our leaders and

preachers are uniformly actuated by the purest mo-

tives in the recommendation and adoption of a can-

didate for the important work of tlie ministry ; that

they sanction the appointment of none to that office.
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who do not give ample proof of their present piety,

and the prospect of future usefulness. Let an asylum

be prepared for the reception of these candidates

;

here let them spend two, three, or four years in the

improvement of their minds, in the acquirement of

knowledge, and in the attainment of religious ex-

perience in a close and uniform devotion of their

time and talents to the practice of piety, and the

study of divinity, history, and philosophy. Let pro-

per books be provided, and let the students exercise

themselves and each other, under the direction of a

proper superintendant, in writing sermons, and other

essays on religious subjects, and in the public or

private discussion of the leading doctrines of Chris-

tianity ; and in fortifying their minds with those ar-

guments which afford the best defence of its impor-

tant and interesting truths. During the period of

their improvement here, they might occasionally

make excursions into the adjacent country, towns,

and villages, and there exercise in rotation their ta-

lent of preaching, combining their own improvement

with the edification of others. Manual labour in

the cultivation of a garden, would constitute an eli-

gible mode of recreation, while it would promote

the health of the students.

The superintendance of this asylum, might be ad-

vantageously entrusted to a superannuated preacher

and his wife, and a committee be annually appointed

by the conference for its management, and visitation.

Its situation might be contiguous to the metropolis,

which would give a facility of communication with

the managers and visitors, who should probably aU
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ways include the preachers of Dublin, for the time

being.

The advantages which the connexion would de-

rive from a well-conducted establishment of this de-

scription are not to be easily estimated. They
would soon be seen and felt in such a way as would

secure the cheerful contributions of all the societies

in the kingdom towards its support. Instead of the

raw untutored recruits which are now introduced in

regular succession, to supply the deficiences of our

ministry, who have every thing to learn, except the

trade they are about to abandon, and whose igno-

rance and vulgarity render them often equally unfit

for the pulpit or the parlour ; instead of these, we

should have well improved preachers, acquainted

with the doctrines and discipline of Methodism,

grounded in the principles of Christianity, and pre-

pared both by theory and practice to promulgate and

vindicate those principles in the power and demon*

stration of the holy spirit ; and every way qualified,

as far as their improved capacities will admit, to be

both acceptable and eminently useful ministers of

the everlasting gospel*.

If we turn our eyes to other religious bodies, we

shall find they uniformly afford us an example of the

* This institution, if adopted, mightshorteq the period ofa preach-

«r's probation, which now extends to four years, during which time,

ai5 has been already observed, he is not allowed to marry. The

wisdom of this negulation may justly be questioned It appears t»

be laying a restraint on a young man, which religion does not re-

quire, and which it is certain neither reason nor nature sanctions.

It savours of Popery, although it is highly probable it originated i»
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education of their ministers*, and the respectability

of their congregations proves the wisdom of their

institutions. If incieed there was a danger that the

introduction of useful knowledge, would militate

against the enjoyment of experimental religion, we
should have good cause to dread the appearance of

a disposition to cultivate it. Such a sentiment as

this might have once prevailed in the lower ranks of

Methodism ; but the barbarism of those times is

happily passed away, and we beji^in to see that know-

ledge is the best auxiliary to religion. In the

Apostle Paul we see an eminent instance of the ad-

vantage which a faithful minister derives from a li-

beral education To this source we trace much of

the pre-eminence which distioguished the character,

and the success which marked the labours of that

eminent apostle. But the examples which our own
connexion affords of the advantage which religion

dierives from the union of learning with piety in a

minister of the gospel, are amply sufficient to justify

our most strenuous endeavours to procure the means

of educating our preachers.

Probably but one sentiment concerning this pre-

ihe limited state of our finances, and thoir incompetency to support

til entire manied mmistrv. It is sincerely lo be wished that the

necessity of this could be fairly obviated.

* The Quakers are the only exception to this general observation.

But as we do not expect any thing more than the ordinary influ-

ences of the spirit of God upon our preachers, we do not join that

sect in neglecting the means which the providenre of God liath put

into our hands for the i!ti|>rovement of our minds, and the attain^

ment of spiritual knowledge, as (jualilicaiions for the ministry.
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vails among the wiser part of our connexion ; they

are convinced of the necessity of such an institution,

and are well aware of the important benefits to be

derived from it ; but they are dubious of our ability

to support the expence of such an establishment*.

Indeed if we confine ourselves to mere speculative

reasoning upon a subject of this nature, we shall not

want for plausible pretexts to discourage every at-

tempt to realize our hopes or our wishes. But then

we profess to be christians, and as such to possess

that faith which overcomes the world, and gives its

votaries and the cause they espouse, a peculiar in-

terest in the courts of heaven. We profess to be-

lieve that *' the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness

thereof," and the cause in which as Methodists we

are engaged, we emphatically call " the cause of

God," and yet we hesitate to trust that God with

the support of his own cause.

Whereas had we but a small portion of that faith

* Perhaps this expence would not be so great as at first view we

might be led to imagine. A very small establishment would answer

the end for a commencement, and the students could contribute in

more ways than one towards their own support. By horticulture

they could procure an ample supply of vegetables, and in many

cases some portion of their time might be advantageously devoted

to the business to which they had been brought up. St Paul

thought it no disgrace to labour with his hands when engaged in

the plantation of the primitive churches of Christianity : our young

students need not be ashamed to follow the example of the prince

of the apostles. Nay, a greater than St Paul, we have good rea-

son to believe, even Jesus, the great mediator of the new covenant,

wrought at the manual labour of a carpenter, until 30 years of age,

when he entered on the solemn duties of his important mission.
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which, above a century ago, was the instrument of

raising that noble edifice, the Orphan House or Chris-

tian College, at Glaucha, near Halle in Saxony, as it

were out of the dust of the earth* ; we should not

be long without a suitable place for the education of

our preachers. But there is one source from whence,

by the interposition of providence, we might possibly

obtain the means of establishing a seminary for the

education of our ministers which has been strangely

overlooked, but upon which we have a fair and le-

gitimate claim, and one which, there is every reason

to believe, would on the first application be instantly

acknowledf^ed, and duly honoured.

That claim is upon the government of the coun-

try! ; and assuredly, no religious body in the British

dominions has so strong and well-founded a claim

upon the munificence of that government, as the

Methodists have. It rests upon two distinct points,

neither of which will admit of a dispute. The first

is the vast and extensive benefit which has accrued

• An account of this wonderful transaction, translated from the

original German, of Professor Augustus Hermannus Franke, the

illustrious founder of that institution, may be had from any of our

preachers ; price three-pence.

t It is written in the prophet Isaiah respecting the true church

of Christ, of which we know we constitute an essential part,

that " Kings shall be its nursing fathers, and queens its nursing

"mothers." Kings and queens represent states and governments in

the language of prophecy ; and hence we perceive that our title to

assistance from that quarter is founded upon the highest possible

authority. What solid objection then can be urged against an ap-

plication for it?
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to the state of the country, by the improvement of

the morals of the lower orders of society, throuj^^h

the medium ofMethodist preaching,and other modes

of instruction, which the unwearied exertions of our

people have carried into every part of the empire.

By the blessing of God upon these endeavours, how

many thousands of idle and profligate characters,

who were previously a disgrace to society, a burthen

to their families, and a nuisance to the public, have

been reclaimed to society, and restored to their fa-

milies ; their hearts and lives permanently changed,

and themselves rooted and confirmed in habits of

sobriety, industry, and piety, for the residue of their

lives? Probably the British nation is this day some

millions richer in consequence of these exertions for

the last eighty years, than it would otherwise have

been ; and the comfort and happiness which have re-

sulted to the reformed individuals themselves, and to

their families and posterity, who can estimate ? This

is a subject which eternity alone can unf(»ld Upon

this point then rests one branch of our claim on the

aid of our country ; and the proper supports of this

are the gratitude and justice of that cduriti'y.

The second point upon which our clairn rests, is

the well-known loyalty, and sincere attacl^ment. of

our whole body to the king and constitution. This

is not the effect of either coercion or corruption, it

is a voluntaiy tribute to the superior excellence of

that constitution, and the wisdom and moderatiott

of our incomparable government. This is the result

of principles interwoven with the constitution of

Methodism, and flowing from that religion, the
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fundamental principles of which are common to

the established church, and to the Methodist socie-

ties*. If then the government has deemed it ex-

pedient from political motives to resort to a regitim

donum, to secure the otherw^ise dubious attachment

of a dissenting ministry ; if its liberality has been

still more eminently displayed in the establishment

* This is a fact which ought to be universally known ; Metho-

dism emanated from the church of England, and its alh'ance te that

estabhshmenl will evidently appear from a comparisbrj of its fun-

damental doctrines with those of the church. For a proof of this

we refer to the writings of Mr Wesley, and in particular to his

" Appeals;" and it is well known that he uniformly deprecated a

separation from her communion, always encouraging the members

of his numerous societies to continue in close connexion with their

mother church. It is true, providence has since led the Methodists

of England to a separate communion, and we seek the sarOe in

Ireland ; but we are driven to this by the want of the essentials of

religion in the church, viz. the want of both piety and zeal in her

ministers and members. To the doctrines, and even the rituals of

the church, we feel no objection ; these will be found in a great

measure interwoven with our own establishment; but these are the

mere shells of religion ; we want the substance which those doc-

trines describe as our privilege, and which those rituals were lin-

lended, by the blessing of God, to convey to our souls. Had the

clergy and laity of the church lived up to the 'experience of th«r

own doctrines, and in the practice of their own rules, they would

have been to all intents and purposes Methodists, and we should

not have been driven to seek in a separate communion for that life

and power of true religion, which is distinguished by the name of

Methodism. Our separation, therefore, implies no discordance of

principle; and we conscientiously honour and support that govern*

ment which adopts and defends so excellent an establishment as

the church ought to be, and would if its members were but iailh*

ful to theirown principles and engagements.
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and support of a Roman Catholic seminary at May-
nooth, surely the Methodists, who are the legitimate

children of the state, and the natural offspring of

the church, have a most just and indefeasible claim

upon a share of that bounty, which is so liberally

bestowed in securing the attachment of doubtful

friends, and disarming the hostility of avowed ene^

mies *.

It is true we cannot seek this as a boon for the

security of our loyalty, and attachment to our good

king, and happy constitution ; these we know rest

upon a firmer foundation than purchase can afford

;

they spontaneously arise out of our integral prin-

ciples as christians and British subjects. But it

would be passing a very poor compliment to the

British government, to suppose it insensible to a

claim like ours, to admit that it has the policy to

purchase the attachment of its wavering subjects, by

pe^unmry donations, and libei^al eiidowments, and

.•Vide Doctor Dromgoole's celebrated speech, delivered be-

fore the Catholic Board, on the 8th December, 1813. In that

honest • effusion of Caiholic piety the most direct and positive hos-

tility against the Protestant ascendency of Great Britain, both in

church and state, is openly and decidedly avowed ! This sentiment

we know to be perfectly congeinial to the vital principles of Popery;

which, arrogating to itself absolute supremacy, broils with all the

indignation of mortified pride and disappointed ambition, which the

Protestant ascendency of these realms has imposed upon its extra-

vagant pretensions. How thankful should we be to .a kind and

gracious providence, which interposes the wisdom and power of the

British government as bur shield of defence, from the malignant

vengeance which these protected men meditate against both church

endstate! .-unr^.i y<\:)D\-:. .-j^'!'':
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yet assert it to be destitute of the justice, to reward

the fidelity of its firmest friends and most steady

supporters. Tliis insinuation would be a libel upon

the honour of the British legislature, which can re-

ceive no countenance but from the slander of its ene-

mies.

To conclude ; we see no reasonable objection to

an application to the legislature for assistance in the

education of our ministers, and the consequent sup-

port of our connexion : there is every reason to be-

lieve it would be graciously received, and readily

complied with. The providence of God has given

us a well-founded claim upon the justice, as well as

the liberality of our country, and the present exi-

gencies of the connexion demand the interference

of its directors in this behalf ; we therefore trust

their wisdom will either sanction this, or devise some

other equally effective plan for obtaining the means

of instructing our preachers.

The importance, or rather the necessity of this,

appears from the consideration that, under the bless-

ing of providence, it is to the talents, the qualifica-

tions, and accomplishments of our ministers, in con-

junction with the purity of our doctrines, the excell-

ence of our discipline, and the depth of our piety,

we must look both for the respectability of our con-

gregations, and the increase and prosperity of our

societies. But the jnain-spring of all is a wise, a

judicious, and a pious ministry. Upon this point,

therefore it is plain, too much care and attention

cannot be bestowed.

From the view which we have already taken of

Part I. c c
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the Methodist connexion in Ireland, we are justified

in the conclusion, that it contains the stamina of a

most excellent religious institution, admirably cal-

culated to promote experimental religion, and in-

force the practice of piety in its members, while it

diffuses the knowledge of the gospel through those

neglected classes of society, to which neither the

prospf'ct of gain, nor the allurements of diversion,

can draw the clergy of other denominations *. Un-

appalled by personal danger, and not discouraged

by difficulties, insurmountable to the feelings of

delicacy, the Methodist preacher, and particular-

ly the missionary, penetrates the most uncultivated

wilds, and carries with him the glad tidings of sal-

vation. Inattentive to his own accommodation,

and often at the risk of his life as well as health,

he enters the abodes of wretchedness and poverty,

and tenders to their disconsolate inhabitants the

blessings of a free salvation : presenting to their view

the reversion of a glorious inheritance, incorruptible

and undefiledj and which fadeth not away ; as the

* There is. in the west of Ireland, a spot whereon stands a parish

church. The tythes ot the pari'-h were always regularly collectecl,

and paid to the incumbent ; but it is a fact, that for above fourteen

year^ together no religiou.-- service of anv kind was performed in

the church. At length the ptoxidcnce of God brought Methodist

preachers to the spot they were the means of awakening many to

a sense of the duties of leligion; the people then became anxious

to have the vorship of God set up in the parish, and upon a pro-

per application being mado, the minister was compeHed to do the

external part of his duty, and froui that period the service of th«

church has been regularly attended to.

1
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sure reward of the a1)andonment of their sins, and

the cordial reception of the truth as it is in Jesus.

From these people, thus retrieved from the thral-

dom of ignorance and vice, new societies are formed,

and the reformation of mankind keeping- pace with

the diffusion of religious knowledge, and the incul-

cation of the holy precepts of the gospel, the social

virtues, blended with the knowledge of salvation, are

disseminated to the remotest corners of the land.

Many of the subjects of this reformation, having

.

their eyes enlightened by the gracious influence of

the spirit ofGod, perceive that their former teachers,

if any they had, were abundantly more anxious to

collect their stipends or receive their customary dues,

than to emancipate the souls of their flocks from the

bondage of sin, and point them to the Lamb of God
for redemption in his blood. They have naturally

imbibed an attachment to those who have been the

instruments of their conversion from the error of

their ways, and of their introduction into " the glo-

rious liberty of the children of God."* But in pro-

portion as this attachment has advanced, they have

often incurred the displeasure, and become exposed

to the resentment of their former teachers. Hence

they have been frequently driven from the commu-

nion table, and in effect excommunicated from their

former church ; and otherwise treated with unmerit-

ed contempt, being exposed to every species of prac-

ticable persecution.

Now, if the Methodists feel themselves justified

* Romans, viii. 2J.
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in thus gathering- in the outcasts of other religious

bodies, and in labouring to unite the members of

other establishments with their societies, are they

not bound by every obligation of conscience and jus-

tice to give to those societies the benefits of which

they are deprived, when they forsake their former

connexions to become incorporated members of the

Methodist body ? Certainly, every principle of rea-

son as well as religion concurs in asserting that this

ought to be done; nor is it easy to see how we can

acquit ourselves in the sight of God for omitting it.

It is indeed admitted, that the repulsion above alluded

to is not universal, nor indeed very general ; happily,

the resentment of bigotry, and the prejudice of in-

tolerance are sometimes restrained, and in many

cases our people continue to associate in their reli-

gious communion, where they can do it with a safe

conscience, with their former ministers and friends.

But in other instances this is impracticable, and in

all it is impolitic in us to place them under that ne-

cessity.

Hence it follows of course, that, at least in all

towns and villages where our societies and congre-

gations are sufficiently numerous, the hours of public

worship in the Methodist chapels should correspond

with those which custom has established as the most

conmiodious to the public ; and every ordinance of

the christian religion ought, beyond the shadow of

a doubt, to be administered in those chapels. But,

besides those, we should have the benefit of our

more private and select meetings continued, and

these, by the blessing of providence, will always be
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the means not only of distinguishing us as Metho-

dists, but of preserving among us that sahitary dis-

cipline, as the guardian of genuine piety, which we

trust will ever be the characteristic feature of our es-

tablishment.

A very wise regulation, strongly recommended

by the Conference of 1813, should be immediately

adopted over the kingdom, viz. the building of pews

in our chapels ; the want of these is a most formi-

dable hindrance to multitudes of respectable people,

who would regularly attend our chapels, and largely

increase our congregations, if they could be accom-

modated with seats for themselves and families.

The silly prejudice which has long subsisted against

this useful regulation, is at length yielding to the

voice of reason, and the calls of necessity ; we only

want the spirit to put it in execution, and to make

it general.

The author has now before him a correct state-

ment of the various funds of the Methodist con-

nexion, with the purposes to which they are appro-

priated, the deficiences which exist in some branches

and how they are supplied from the redundancy of

others*. He conceives, however, it would be un-

necessary, as well as foreign to his design, to enter

into a detail of the financial concerns of the con-

nexion. Those who wish for particular information

on these points, may obtain it from the minutes of

conference annually published; by these it appears

* For this he is indebted to a particular friend, who is a travel-

ing preacher.
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in a general point of view, that it is with extreme

difficulty the connexion can support itself, under its

still increasing burthens ; and the pecuniary em-

barrassments under which it labours, call aloud for

some effective measure, which, by the blessing of a

gracious providence, maybe the means of relieving

us from the pressure of accumulating debt. The
two last conferences have indicated in their minutes,

a very lively sense of the difficulties they have to

encounter in the support of the establishment ; for

their relief they have adopted various economical ar-

rangements, and recommended a variety of modes

for increasing the collections and contributions of

the societies throughout the kingdom*.

The Conference of 1813, was constrained to con-

fess, that although " God has blessed us wonderfully

in Ireland," yet "our increase of late years has not

been equal to that of former years." This is indeed

a fact well known, and by every true friend of the

connexion deeply lamented. In forming their opi-

* It appears by the minutes of 1812, that the collection of class-

money, viz. one penny in the week from each member (as formerly

mentioned,) is by no means a universal regulation in this part of

the united kinodom. It is a pity the connexion should suffer any

inconvenience from tlie want of so small a sum. The person who

is able, and yet not willing to contribute thus much towards the

support of what he professes to believe to be the cause of God, is

assuredly not worthy of a name in a christian society ! The par-

simonious wretch should speedily eject himself from all connexion

with persons who desire to sa\e their souls, and to dedicate their

time and talents to the glory of God, and the prosperity of the gos-

pel. One AcJian of this description is sufficient to impede tlu?'

prosperity of a whole society.
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nion upon this point, the conference appear to take

the proportionate increase of numbers as the princi-

pal ground of their calculation ; but they subse-

quently refer to a want of diligence in attending to

all the branches of Methodist discipline, and above

all, the want of a sufficiently close, constant, and

most spiritual walk with God (probably in preachers

as well as people,) as sources and proofs of spiritual

declension in the hearts and lives of our members.

These complaints are well founded. A conviction

of their truth first induced the present writer to sa-

crifice his own personal ease and convenience, in un-

dertaking the arduous task of pointing out what he

conceives the defects of the connexion, and recom-

mending those alterations, which the close observa-

tion of a series of years has convinced him are es-

sential to the future welfare and prosperity of our

societies, and perhaps to the existence of the con-

nexi<m.

Something appears to be wanting to give our

people a more lively interest in the support of Me-

thodism, and to check the progress of that apathy

and lukewarmness, which are evidently spreading

their baneful influence over many of our societies.

And something which would at the same time attract

the attention, and engage the concurrence of many

pious and well disposed persons who now only view

us at .a distance, and can scarcely be persuaded even

to be occasional hearers in our congregations. If

we were willing to learn, we might derive a world

of instruction from the present prosperous state of

the Methodist connexion in Britain ; with preachers
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by no means superior, if indeed equal, upon an aver-

age calculation, either in native talent or acquired

abilities, to those of Ireland*, Methodism in Eng-

land is advancing like an irresistible and over-

whelming torrent, threatening no less than the total

demolition of Satan's kingdom in its astonishing pro-

gress ; and sounding the trumpet of the christian ju-

bilee, as the harbinger of the universal spread of the

religion of Jesus in its regenerating power over all

the nations of the earthf. There indeed the ban-

* The writer does not here speak at random ; he is no stranger

to the talents of many of the preachers in both parts of the united

kingdom, and has the pleasure of being well acquainted with

some leading characters among them. If the general balance of

piety is in favour of the English preachers (which is probably the

case
;)

possibly the administration of the sacraments of baptism and

the supper of the Lord by them, is one chief cause of the distinction.

The last mentioned ordinance has a most happy tendency, when

faithfully administered, to impress the mind with a solemn sense of

the divine presence, and to infuse a sacred veneration for that holy

religion, which leads the soul directly to the fountain of life and

happiness, and admits its votaries into habits of holy intimacy and

close communion with the great author of salvation. And if the

people drink deeply of the streams of that salvation which flow from

their living head, through the medium of those emblematic symbols,

how great must be. the comfort and edification of the faithful minis-

ter, who is, as it were, the channel through which those blessings

reach the souls of the people !

t See an account recently published of the glorious revival

of rehgion under the auspices of Methodism in Cornwall, where

thousands have be^, suddenly turned from darkness to light, and

from th^ power of §atan to God, obtain^pg,remission of sinf, and
ai|^inherlt^rnce amon^ the sanctified children of God, by faith in

the Lord Jesus Christ. .J,
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ners of salvation are unfurled, and the standards of

redeeming grace are erected, while the Prince of

Peace, the glorious Captain of our salvation, is rid-

ing on triumphantly in the chariot of the gospel,

" conquering and to conquer." And so we trust he

will continue to ride,-

*' Till tlie whole earth is subdued,

And the universe filled with the glory of God !

"

Do we wish to participate in this glorious revival ?

Doubtless we do. Then let us remove every hin-

drance out of the way. Let us, in particular, divest

ourselves of our time-serving principles ; let us break

off our unhallowed connexions with men who are

strangers to the life and power of godliness, and

celebrate the mysteries ofour holy religion, with that

purity of communion which we well know (however

we may disguise our feelings,) must be well pleasing

and acceptable to God. "Thus shall we be meet par-

takers of those holy mysteries," and the blessing of

God shall descend in rich abundance upon our spi-

ritual inheritance.

That this prolific subject would afford matter for

far more extensive discussion, will be seen in the Se-

cond Part of this work, if the author is spared, and

circumstances call for its publication. But he con-

fidently trusts that the wisdom of the Methodists in

Ireland will render that publication unnecessary.

If, however, they continue to deprive themselves of

their glorious privileges, as a branch of the true

church of Christ upon earth, the author will feel it

his duty to redeem his pledge, by laying his thoughts
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before the public in a more extended form, upon this

interesting and important subject. Till then he com-

mends his work and his readers to the protection of

him, *' who is able to keep us from falling- (into error

or sin,) and to present us faultless before the pre-

sence of his glory with exceeding joy. To the only

wise God our Saviour, be glory, and majesty, do-

minion, and power, both now and ever. Amen !'*
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SUPPLEMENT.

Some documents having been promised in the pre-

ceding part of this work, as illustrative of the present

state of our discipline, they are here annexed. These

will give a general view to every one who feels an

interest in the prosperity of the religion of Jesus

Christ, both of the nature and present state of the

Methodist connexion ; and, taken in conjunction

with the preceding observations, may assist the

leading men among us to judge how far either our

doctrines or discipline are susceptible of improve-

ment. We confidently trust their wisdom will in-

duce them to adopt such measures as may have a

tendency, by the blessing of providence, to unite

both preachers and j)eoplein sentiment and affection,

and in the prosecution of whatever plans may be

devised for the future prosperity of the connexion,

and the eternal happiness of its members, \i
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No. I.

RULES OF THE METHODIST SOCIETIES.

" There is only one condition previously required

of those who desire admission into these societies, a

desire to flee from the wrath to come ; tq be saved

from their sins : but, wherever this is really fixed in

the soul, it will be shewn by its fruits. It is there-

fore expected of all who continue therein, that they

should continue to evidence their desire of salva-

tion.

1st, By doing no harm, by avoiding evil in every

kind, especially that which is most generally prac-

tised, such as the taking the name of God in vain

;

the profaning the day of the Lord, either by doing or-

dinary work thereon, or buying and selling ; drunk-

enness ; buying or selling spiritual liquors, or drink-

ing them unless in cases of extreme necessity ; fight-

ing, quarrelling, brawling; brother going to law with

brother ; returning evil for evil, or railing for railing

;

the using many words in buying or selling ; the buy-

ing or selling uncustomed goods ; the giving or tak-

ing things on usury, i. e. unlawful interest ; uncha-

ritable or unprofitable conversation, particularly

speaking evil of magistrates or of ministers ; doing

to others as we would not they should do unto us

;

doing what we know is not for the glory of God, as

the putting on of gold or costly apparel ; the taking
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such diversions as cannot be used in the name of

the Lf)rd Jesus ; the singing those songs, or reading

those books which do not tend to the knowledge

or love of God ; softness, and needless self-indulg-

ence ; laying up treasure upon earth ; borrowing

without a probability of payins^ ; or taking up goods

without a probability of paying for them.

'* It is expected of all who continue in these so-

cieties, that they should continue to evidence their

desire of salvation.

" 2d, By doing good ; by being in every kind mer-

ciful after their power, as they have opportunity of

doing good of every possible sort, and as far as is

possible to all men ; to their bodies, of the ability

which God giveth, by giving food to the hungry, by

clothing the naked, by visiting or helping them that

are sick or in prison ; to their souls, l)y instructing,

reproving, or exhorting all we have any intercourse

with ; trampling under foot that enthusiastic doc-

trine of devils, that we are not to do good unless

our hearts be free to it ; by doing good especially to

them that are of the household of faith, or groaning

so to be ; employing them preferably to others; buy-

ing one of another ; helping each other in business
;

and so much the more, because the world will love

its own, and them only.

" By all possible diligence and frugality, that the

gospel be not blamed ; by running with patience the

race that is set before them, denying themselves,

and taking up their cross daily ; submitting to bear

the reproach of Christ ; to be as the filth and off-

scouring of the world ; and looking that men should
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say all manner of evil of them falsely for the Lord's

sake.

" It is expected of all who desire to continue in

these societies, that they should continue to evidence

their desire of salvation,

" 3d, By attending on all the ordinances of

God ; such are, the public worship of God ; the mi-

nistry of the word, eitiier read or expounded ; the

supper of the Lord ; family and private prayer

;

searching the scriptures ; and fasting or abstinence.

" These are the general rules of our societies : all

which we are taught of God to observe, even in his

written word, the only rule, and the sufficient rule,

both of our faith and practice. And all these we
know his spirit writes on every truly awakened heart.

If there be any among us who observe them not,

who habitually break any of them, let it be made
known unto them who watch over that soul, as they

that must give an account. We will admonish him

of the error of his ways ; we will bear with him for

a season ; but then if he repent not he hath no more

place among us. We have delivered our own souls.'*

No. IL

THE BAND RULES.

While Mr Wesley was connected with the so-

ciety at Fetter Lane, the rules of the band socie-

ties were drawn up, with the following title : " Or-
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ders ofa religious society y met together, in obedience

to that command of Gud by St James, *' Confess

your faults one to another, and pray for one another

that ye may be healed." By the bands were meant

little companies, not less than five nor more than

ten, who met together for the above purpose : mar-

ried men by themselves, and single w^omen by them-

selves. When he withdrew from the Moravian so-

ciety, he kept up the distinction of bands in his so-

cieties. The following are the rules,

" Questions to be proposed to those who desire

to be admitted into the bands :

*' 1st, Do you enjoy the knowledge of salvation

by the remission of sins ? And have you the peace

of God in your conscience ? 2d, Have you the love

of God shed abroad in your heart ? 3d, Have you

the spirit of God bearing witness with your spirit,

that you are a child of God ? 4th, Has no sin, inward

or outward, dominion over you ? 5th, Do you desire

to be told of all your faults, and that plainly ? 6th,

Do you desire that each of us should tell you what-

ever we think, or hear, or fear concerning you ? 7th,

Do you desire that in doing this we should come as

close as possible; that we should search your heart

to the bottom ? 8th, Do you desire that each of us

should tell you from time to time, whatsoever is in

his mind concerning you ? 9tli, Is it your desire and

design to be on this and all other occasions, entirely

open, so as to speak every thing that is in your heart

without exception, without disguise, and without

reserve.

" Our design is, 1st, To meet once a week at the
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least. 2d, To come punctually at the hour appoint-

ed, without some extraordinary reason. 3d, To be-

gin exactly at the hour, with singing or prayer. 4th,

To speak each of us in order, freely and plainly, the

true state of our souls, with the faults we have com-

mitted in thought, word, or deed, and the tempta-

tions we have been exercised with since our last

meeting. 5th, To end each meeting with prayer,

suited to the state of each present. 6th, To desire

some person among us to speak his own experience

first, and then to ask the rest in order, as many and

as searching questions as may be, concerning their

state, sins, and temptations. Such as, 1st, Have you

been guilty of any known sin since our last meeting?

2d, What temptations have you met with ? 3d, How-

were you delivered ? 4th, What have you thought,

said, or done, of which you doubt whether it be a

sin or not?"* "^-Ai

* These rules were published in 1738 ; some farther directions

were subsequently published, relaiive to the regulation of those

meetings; and in 174)5, Mr Wesley instituted the Select Society^

or Band. This meeting was composed exclusively of those who

walked in the light of God's countenance, enjoying constant fel-

lowship with the Father and the Son, through the eternal spirit;

and such as were earnestly athirst for the full image of God. The

design of this meeting, and the rules for its regulation, may be

seen in Myles's Chronological History, from whence the above ex-<

tracts are made. Mr Wesley himself usually met the Select Bands

imtil he was called to his eternal reward.
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No. III.

PLAN OF PACIFICATION IN ENGLAND.

l.—^oncerning Public WorsMp.

" 1st, The sacrament of the Lord's supper shall

not be administered in any chapel, nor baptism ad-

ministered, nor the dead buried, nor service in

church hours, except the majority of the trustees of

that chapel on the one hand, and the majority of the

stewards and leaders belonging- to that chapel (as

best qualified to give the sense of the people,) on
the other hand, allow of it. Nevertheless, in all

cases the consent of the conference shall be obtain-

ed before any of these things be introduced.—It was
also added, that these majorities must testify in writ-

ing to the conference, that they are persuaded no
separation will be made thereby.

" 2d, Where there is a society, but no chapel, if the

society desire any or all of these things, the stewards

and leaders of that society must attend to the same
rule.

" 3d. Where the Lord's supper has been already

peaceably administered, the administration of it shall

be continued in future.

" 4th, Wherever the Lord's supper shall be ad-

ministered according to the fore-mentioned regula-

tions, it shall always be continued, except the con-

ference order the contrary.

Part I. n n
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" 5thi The Lord's supper shall be administered

by those only who are authorised by the conference:

and at such times, and in such manner only, as the

conference shall appoint.

*' 6th, The administration of baptism and the

Lord's supper, according to the above regulations,

is intended only for the members of our own so-

ciety.

" 7th, We agree, that the Lord's supper be admi-

nistered among us on Sunday evenings only, except

where the majority of the stewards and leaders de-

sire it in chun h hours ; or where it has already been

administered in those hours. Nevertheless, it shall

never be administered on those Sundays on which it

is administered in the parochial church.

** 8th, The Lord's supper shall always be adminis-

tered in England according to the form of the es-

tablished church ; but the person who administers

shall h^ve full liberty to give out hymns, and to use

exhortation and extempore prayer.

" 9th, Wherever divine service is performed in

England on the Lord's day in church hours, the of-

ficiating preacher shall read either the service of the

established church, our venerable fathers* abridg-

ment, or at least the lessons appointed by the Ca-

lendar. But we recommend either the full service

or tlie abridgment.
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II.

—

Concerning DiscvpUne.

** 1st, The appointment of preacliers shall reniaia

solely with the conference ; and no trustee, or num-

ber of trustees, shall expel or exclude from their

chapels any preacher so appointed. '

•i)th 2d, Nevertheless, if the majority of the trustees,

or the majority of the stewiards and leaders of afiy

society, believe that any preacher appointed for their

circuit is immoral, erroneous in doctrine, deficient

in abilities, or that he has broken any of the rules

above-mentioned, they shall have authority to sum-

mon the preachers of the district, and all the trus-

tees,' stewards, and leaders of the circuit, to meet in

their chapel on a day and hour appointed (sufficient

timte bein^ g-iyen ) The cha,irmah of the district shall

J[)ethe president of the assembly; andevery preacher,

trustee, stewardv and leader, shall have a single'vote,

the cbairman possessing' also the casting voire. And
if the majority of the meeting jiidge tliat theacriis-

ed preacher is immoral, erroneous in doctrine, defi-

cient in abilities,: OP has broken any of tiiei Grilles

at)t)ve-mentioned, he shaUibe considered as removed

from that circuit; and tho district committee shall,

asfsoon as possible, appoint' another preacher for that

<iircuit, instead, ofv the preacher sor removed ; and

sU^H> determine among>theniselves how the removed

preacher shall be disp.osed of till the conference ; and

shall have authority,to suspend the said preacher

from all public duties till the conference, if they
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judge proper. The district committee shall also sup-

ply, as well as possible, the place of the removed

preacher, till another preacher be appointed. And
the preacher thus appointed, and all other preachers,

shall be subject to the above mode of trial. And if

the district committee do not appoint a preacher for

that circuit, instead of the removed preacher, with-

in a month after the aforesaid removal, or do not

fill up the place of the removed preacher till another

preacher be appointed, the majority of the said trus-

tees, stewards, and leaders, being again regularly

summoned, shall appoint a preacher for the said cir-

cuit, provided he be a member of the Methodist con-

nexion, till the ensuing conference.

" 3d, If any preacher refuse to submit to the

above mode of trial, in any of the cases mentioned

above, he shall be considered as suspended till the

confereDce. And if any trustees expel from any

chapel a preacher, by their own separate authority^

the preachers appointed for that circuit shall not

preach in that chapel till the ensuing conference, or

till a trial takes place according to the mode men-

tioned above.

" 4th, If any trustees expel or exclude a preacher

by their own separate authority, from any chapel in

any circuit, the chairman of the district shall sum-

mon the members of the district committee, the trus-

tees of that circuit who have not offended, and the

stewards and leaders of the circuit. And the mem-
bers of such assembly shall examine into the evi-

dences on both sides ; and if the majority of them

determine that the state of the society in which the
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exclusion took place, requires that a new chapel

should be built previous to the meeting of the confe-

rence, every proper step shall be immediately taken

for erecting such chapel. And no step shall on any

account be taken to erect a chapel for such purpose

before the meeting of the conference, till such meet-

ing be summoned, and such determination be made.
" 5th, No preacher shall be suspended, or re-

moved from his circuit by any district committee,

except he have the privilege of the trial before-

mentioned.

" 6th, The hundred preachers mentioned in the

inrolled d»^ed, and their successors, are the only le-

gal persons who constitute the conference ; and we
think the junior brethren have no reason to object

to this proposition, as they are regularly elected ac-

cording to seniority.

" 7th, If a travelling preacher, local preacher,

steward, or leader, shall disturb the peace of the so-

ciety by speaking for or against the introduction of

the Lord's supper in our societies, or concerning the

old or new plan, so called, he or they shall be sub-

ject to the trial and penalties before-mentioned.

" 8th, We all agree the pulpit shall not be a

vehicle of abuse.

" 9th, Nothing contained in these rules shall be

construed to violate the rights of the trustees, as ex-

pressed in their respective deeds "*

* This plan was adopted at the conference of 1 795, previous to

which, the connexion had been much agitated on the points therein

settled. The wisdom of this plan is evidently displayed in the

subsequent peace and prosperity of the connexion in England.



42:2 INQUIRY INTO THl

No. IV.

MEMORIAL OF THE LOCAL PREACHERS, STEWARDS,

AND LEADERS, ASSEMBLED AT PORTADOWN, APRIL

4, 1812, AND ADDRESSED TO THE CONFERENCE

HELD IN DUBLIN, JULY 1812.

" Sheweth,—That your memorialists have been,

and still are^ deeply affected with the embarrassed

state of the connexion.

" That your memorialists met on the 23d of Octo-

ber last, to take into consideration the Dublin letter,

and to consider what was the best method of attain-

ing the end it proposed.

" That it then clearly appeared, that to raise class-

money on the country parts of the northern circuits,

was impracticable. Hence memorialists proposed a

plan to the consideration of the body at large, which

might supply the place of class-money. Memorial-

ists only came forward to propose what they con-

ceived would be a suitable, and effectual method of

relieving you and your embarrassments, and tomake

provision for your legitimate demands, which they

feel they ought to make ; and by so doing, guard

against such embarrassments in future.

" In examining these matters, your memorialists

were led to consider various things, respecting the

discipline and financial affairs of the whole body;

and they conceived that there were various things
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which mi^ht be improved. For which purpose, me-

morialists unanimously agreed to the following re-

solutions ; which might be attended with the most

beneficial effects, if they were recognised l)y the con-

ference, as rules by which the whole body should

act in future.

1. Resolved,—That the money collected in each

circuit, usually called, 2'he Yearlij Collection^ Edu-

cation Fiindy Preacher's Ftmd, &cc. be entered in the

stewards' books, in their respective circuits.

" 2. That all bills for the support of travelling

preachers and their families, such as deficiences of

house-rent, fire, candles, &c. shall first receive the

approbation of the leaders' meeting, and be signed

by the stewards, before they can be brought to a

district meeting. *

" 3. That conference shall not add to the salaries

of preachers, or their families, without first giving

twelve months notice to the different circuits, that

an opporttinity may be given to the leaders to com-

municate their sentiments to the conference, upon a

question of such importance.

'* 4. That conference be requested to give a sa-

tisfactory statement of the book-room accounts, and

to publish in detail the different disbursements, and

expences, of whatever nature or kind, which are

chargeable upon the funds of the conference, or upon

the circuits.

" 5. That the conference shall be requested to re-

* The above not to interfere with the usual allowance to preach-
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vise and publish the laws, by which the Methodists

of Ireland are governed.

" 6. That no person shall be admitted into so-

ciety, without the consent of a leaders* meeting.

** 7. That no member shall be expelled the so-

ciety, without the concurrence of a leaders' meeting,

where such meeting can be obtained. The accused

member to receive the charges, and the name of the

accuser. And if the member so tried, shall consider

himself agrieved by the decision of such meeting, he

may appeal to the next quarterly meeting.

" 8. That no person shall be appointed to the

office of a leader, or steward, or removed from his

office, without the approbation of a leaders' meeting.

" 9. That no local preacher shall be admitted as

a travelling preacher, without the approval of the

quarterly meeting, and that approval in writing,

signed by the general steward, to be presented to

the district meeting, and to the conference.

" 10. That if conference make any new rule, and

said rule be rejected by the September Quarterly

Meeting in any circuit, first after said rule is made,

such rule shall not be enforced until the next annual

conference, as a means of preventing precipitancy

in making new rules, and to give the conference an

opportunity of knowing the sentiments of the con-

nexion at large.

" Memorialists pray, that conference may take the

premises into their wise consideration, and incorpo-

rate the whole, with those wholesome and godly

rules, which have hitherto governed the body of the

Methodists in this kingdom."
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No. V.

ADDRESS FROM THE CONFERENCE OF 1812, TO THE

MEMBERS OF THE METHODIST SOCIETIES THROUGH-

OUT IRELAND.

" Dear Brethren.—On account of the embar-

rassed state of our connexion last year, a few friends

who were pa**ticularly acquainted with our circum-

stances, presented an address to you; faithfully ex-

plaining our situation, and praying your kind inter-

ference. We now feel ourselves called upon to ex-

press our unfeigned gratitude for the affectionate

interest which you have discovered in our concerns,

and the liberal manner in which you have come for-

ward, to relieve us from our difficulties.

" We have published in our minutes, a full and ac-

curate detail •f all our financial concerns, to which

publication we beg leave to refer you. From this

statement you will easily see the weight of embar-

rassment under which we still labour ; for, after ex-

pending the whole of our ordinary collections, and

drawing from the book-room every pound that

could be spared from the book-trade, we were under

the painful necessity of taking a considerable part

of the collection for the general debt, to pay the

current expences of the year, having no other pos-

sible way to meet them. We cannot expect that

our demands will be less the year ensuing; nay, we
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are concerned to say, they will unavoidably be more.

From the nature of our establishment, our annual

expences must necessarily increase ; the reasons of

this are obvious : most of our preachers are now
married men ; many of them have large and increas-

ing families, and this will increase our demands for

house-rent, fuel, &c. &c. when these things are taken

into account, together with the high price of every

necessary of life (the consequence of which you

must feel yourselves, as well as your preachers,) the

prospect which the present state of things presents,

is indeed truly alarming. Nevertheless, when we

consider the infinite bounty and love of God our hea-

venly Father, and the blessings both temporal and

spiritual which he has conferred, and still continues

to pour upon our dear people,' we are thereby en-

couraged, and perceive a door of hope. *-•

fvX' You will not, therefore, think it strange, beloved

brethren, that tvhile we express our- gratitude foir

ymi'r < *past exertion sy 'we call upoh' you in the .'most

tender and affectionate way, not only Tor your con-

tuiucd, but also for increased liberality. We ear-

nestly intreat you to remenriber this, at the renewal

of your quarterlytiiickets, a*yd iri^your contriimtions

to the several collections, made for our e^tahlished

funds. We particularly: recommend the adoption

of class-money, wherever it can be done withbtit in-

jury to the work of God ; each member icontrilnrt-

ing one penny a-week, or mwev accordin^^ to disp'eu

sition and circumstances: Ai^jH we recommci-^d'tihis^

as it appears to us the easiest and most effectu?*! \vay

of raising an adequate and periiianent supply,' to
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meet our unavoid-ible, and still ^.'-rowiim' demands.

The class-money thus collected we wish to Ne de-

livered into the hands of the general steward of each

circuit, that by him it may be appnipriated t6 the

payment of house-rent, fuel, &c. If the different

circuits would make it a point of duty to clear off

their respective deficiences at our district meetings,

according" to the new regulation made respecting

them, it vyould be one of th^ most effectual means

of relief in otir present difficulties; •
Ji'^''^

- -> ^t

"And now,, my dear brethren, we assure you, that

it is with np small degree of pain that we have sub-

mitted to the imperious necessity of making this

open and candid appeal, which we confidently hope

shall not be disregarded by any of yoir. \V6 are

deeply impressed with the importance of the sacred

work, in which it hath pleased the gre&t head of

the church to employ us;, and- we p|eye|r fqlt pi^ore

deterrjiined than at this .moment, tO: be^ fully and for

ever devoted to his cause^ studying, and labouring in

every "way fpr your good. And we iutreat you to

enter Jicartily with us, into the same -determination.

Give yourselves wholly to hinv .who freely shed his

bloody and laid down his life for you. ,; Help us also

by your sympathy and yoi^ir prayers; " and j^ay the

God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eter-

nal glory, by Christ Jesus, make you perfect an every

"good work to do his wijl, working in you that which

is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ :

tp whom, be glory for ever and ever. Amen."
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STATEMENT OF THE NUMBERS COMPOSING THE METHODIST

SOCIETIES OVER THE WHOLE WORLD, WITH A VIEW OF THE

RECENT INCREASE IN THE BRITISH DOMINIONS.

Number in Society in\%\%.

Great Britain 155,124

Ireland 27,823

West Indies 13,042

Nova Scotia and)

Newfoundland (

1225

In 1813.

France.... 100

Gibraltar 87

197,214

America

In 1813.

Sierra Leone. .96

162,003

28,770

15,220

,1522

207,515

216,000

Increase.

6879

94^7

2178

297

10,301

Total... 423,798

Of the increase last year, which appears by the

above to have been 10,301, in the aggregate only

947 fell to the share of Ireland : a small proportion

this, and one which indicates that we labour under

some radical defect in our general system, which op-

poses the prosperity of the connexion in this part of

the united kingdom. May we have the wisdom to

discover, and the grace and fortitude to apply the

proper remedy to this defect ; and may the blessing

of providence rest upon our endeavours : may his

holy spirit lead us into all necessary truth, and make

and keep us a holy and a happy people, the wit-

nesses of his grace, and the vindicators of his truths

to the end of time !
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APPENDIX.

THE CONTROVERTED MINUTES OF 1770 DISCUSSED.

_/\s the celebrated Minutes of Conference of 1770, will be the

subject of discussion in the subsequent shi-ets, the following origin-

al letter from Mr Wesley to Ladv ****, relative to the contro-

verted principles of those minutes, may form an -advantageous in-

troduction to that discussion. In the latier part of this letter we

perceive some symptoms of doubt in Mr Wesley's mind, as to the

accuracy of the sentiments contained in those propositions, and al-

so a candid acknowledgment of his own liability to error, with a

final appeal to that chiistian charity which " thmketh no evil," but

covereth a multitude of imperfections and blemishes with the

mantle of love, in those whose hearts are right with God, and who

live under the influence of his holy spirit and divine grace.

We most cordially admit this truly evangelical appeal ; and ho-

nour the memory of Mr Wesley by confessing his upright and

steady zeal for the glory of God, and the salvation of men, although

as he himself observes, " There may be opinions maintained at
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the same time, which are not exactly true ; and who can be secure

from these?" Those opinions, however, as expressed in the mi«

nutes, at present form an integral part of the fundamental princi-

ples of Methodism, being closely interwoven with its spiritual fa«

brio ; but as it is evident we are at the most perfect liberty to dis-

cuss them, we shall accordingly avail ourselves of this privilege.

May we have grace to do it with a single eye, and an unprejudiced

mind

!

" My Dear Lady, London, June ip, 1771.

" Many years since, I saw, that " without holiness no man shall

see the Lord." I began following after it, and inciting all with

whom I had any intercourse to do the same. Ten years after,

God gave me a clearer view than I had before of the way how to

attain this j namely, by faith in the Son of God. And immedi-

ately I declared to all, " we are saved from sin, we are made holy

by faith." This I testified in private, in public, in print ;—and

God confirmed it by a thousand witnesses. I have continued to

declare this for above thirty years, and God hath continued to con-

firm the word of his grace ; but during, this time, well nigh all the

religious world hath set themselves in array against me, and among

the rest, many of my own children, following the example of one

of my eldest sons, Mr W. Their general cry has been, " he is

unsound in the faith, he preaches another gospel
!

" I answer,

whether it be the same which they preach or not, it is the same

which I have preached for above thirty years. This may easily

appear from what I have published during that whole term. I in-

stance only in three sermons : that on " Salvation .by Faith," print-

ed in the year 1738; that on " The Lord our Righteousness,"

printed a few years since ; and that on Mr Whitefield's funeral,

printed only some months ago. But it is said, " O but you printed
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fen lines in August last, which contradict all your other writings."

Be not so sure of this; it is probable, at least, that I understand

my own meaning as well as you do; and that meaning I have yet

again declared in the sermon last referred to. By that interpret

those ten lines, and you will understand them better ; although I

should thmk that any one might see, even without this help, that

the lines in question do not refer to the condition of obtaining, but

of continuing in the favour of God. But whether the sentiment

contained in those lines be right or wrong, and whether it be well

or ill expressed, the gospel which I now preach, God does still con-

firm by new witnesses in every place : perhaps never so much in

this kingdom as within these last three months. Now, I argue

from glaring undeniable fact, God cannot bear witness to a lie

;

the gospel, therefore, which he confirms, must be true in substance.

There may be opinions maintained at the same time which are not

exactly true ; and who can be secure from these ? Perhaps I

thought myself so once ; when I was much younger than I am

now, I thought myself almost infallible, but I bless God I know

myself better now.

" To be short : such as I am, I love you well. You have one of

the first [jlaces in my esteem and affection, and you once had some

regard for me. But it cannot continue if it depends upon my see-

ing with your e3''es, or on my being in no mistake. What if I

was in as many as Mr Law himself.'* If you were, I should love

you still, provided your heart was still right with God. My dear

friend, you seem not to have well leanied yet the meaning of those

words which I desire to have continually written upon my heart;

" Whosoever doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven, the

same is my brother, and sister, and mother."

" I am, my dear lady, your affectionate

John Wesley."
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In the preceding work the name iS the late Rev. Mr John Wes-

ley has been repeatedly mentioned, and uniform; v with that respect

and veneration which is due to the memory of a oiinister so emi-

nently distinguished for superior talents, indefatisrahle industry,

and great success, as he undoubtedly was ; and which shone so

conspicuously in his exalted character. Nevertheless, Mr Wes-

ley, notwithstanding all his shining qualities, was a man of like

passions with ourselves, and equally liable to the infirmities inse-

parable from the present stale of human nature. That there was

a degree of positiveness in his manner, is well known to his great-

est admirers, and sufficiently conspicuous in some parts of his writ-

ings ; yet this foible was m a great measure compensated by his

willingness to correct any error in judgment, of which he was fully

convinced ; several instances of this are on i ecord, some of which

are alluded to in the preceding work, and they certainly reflect con-

siderable honour upon his memory.

This was in full conformity to a sentiment he once uttered, which

bespeaks at once the candour, the humility, and the integrity of his

mind. Speaking concerning the doctrines taught and propagated in

the M'thodist connexion, he savs : " Let us examine our doctrmes

to the foundation. Need we be fearful of doing this.^ What are

we afraid of: of overturning our first principles ? If they are false,

the sooner they are overturned the better; if they are true, thej

will bear the strictest examination."*

Can we adopt a sentiment more congenial to our feelings as men,

or more honourable to our principles as christians ? Has not every

man to answer foi himself to God, and is he not at full liberty to

investigate the particular doctrines, as well as the general principles

wliich lie is called upon to embrace ? Doubtless this is not only^

" Minutes oi First Conference.
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the privilege of every British christian, but his bounden duty.

Our respect for Mr Wesley's judgment is great ; our opinion of his

integrity is immoveable; we readily ascribe to him the most up-

right intentions, and most ardent desire to advance the glory of

God and the salvation of men, by developing, explaining, and en«

fotring the great :truths of the gospel. And we record with joy

and gratitude the fact, that few, if any, have exceeded him as a

wise and successful, as well as laborious minister, since the day,s

of St Paul.

It is, however, no disparagement to the memory of tliis great

and good man, to follow his own precepts, " to examine our |)rin-

ciples," to try them by the unerring standard of truth, found in

the oracles of inspiration. If Mr Wesley were alive he would

gladly assist us in this important work ; but being gone to hfs re-

ward, it is our duty, and' thp best testimony we <^an give of our res-

pect to his memory, to tread in his steps, to walk in the way which

he himself marked out for us, viz. To examine our doctrines by

the word of God, which to us Methodists is the only primary rule

ofjudgment and piactice.

Let us then, as formerly proposed, in the tnie spirit of meekness

and humility, take a review of the doctrines contained in the

celebrated Minutes of Conference of 1770 which caused so great

an outcry in the religious world oi' that day ; and drew forth fiom

his " beloved obscurity'' the venerable and reverend Mr Fletcher,

as a champion in vindication ofthe entire designs and motives, and

the main part of the doctrines contained therein. This mos( able

and pious advocate, actuated by the noblest motives, came forward

with a zeal equalled only by the ardent love which animated his en-

lightened mind ; and at the risk of losing his reputation, as aji or-

thodox divine among hisformer friends, laboured to defend Mr Wes-

ley's Minutes from the " dreadful heresy" of which theCalvinists of
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that day had accused them. It does not appear that this able vin-

dication was ever answered ; and certainly it reflects the highest

honour on the understanding, the piety, and the friendship of its

Venerable author. It is drawn up in a masterly manner, and ma-

naged throughout with that characteristic mildness and perspicuity

which distinguish the controversial works of Mr Fletcher from hia

contemporaries; and it must also be confessed, the arguments it con*

tains are for the most pait just and conclusive, as far as they go.

Nevertheless both the Minutes and their Vindication, were writ-

ten in support ofwhat Mr Fletcher terms " the second axiom of the

gospel;" that is, "that all ourdamnation is of ourselves,"ansing from

tiegligenceof the means ofgrace.or unfaithfulness to the will of God;

and that good works in their proper place are essential to salvation:

all which are strictly and fundamentally true*. But in strenuously

supporting these divine principles of truth, there was a possibility

that the interests of the first axiom might be in some degree over*

looked ; and indeed, Mr Fletcher himself, even in his vindication,

is obliged to acknowledge, that some parts of them are unguard-

edly written. In them Mr Wesley observes, " we have leaned

too much towards Calvinism ;" and in avoiding that extreme, it

is by no means improbable that he might lean too much towards

Arminianism ; the truth of God generally lying between these two

extremes.

* The first gospel axiom, according to this judicious and enlightened di.

vine, is, " That all our salvation is originally of the free grace of God in

Christ Jesus ;
" and if, in his " Checks to Antinomianism,'' he found it ne-

cessary to support his second axiom, by the authority of Christ's declaration,

of believers' final justification by their words or works (Matthew, xii. 37.)

Or for the same purpose, alluding to St James's assertion that " Abraham

was justified by works" (Chap. 2. ver. 21,) it must be remembered, that

if these passages stand at all connected with the gospe -plan of salvation,

it is by their evidence, and not by their intrinsic merit, they operate to the

justification of the character in question.
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It is indeed not without feelings of regret, that the author

feels himself called upon, by a sense of duty, to animadvert on

the writings of such men a& Mr Wesley and Mr Fletcher were.

But when it is considered, first, that both these venerable divines

sometimes had different views of the same subject: and, secondly,

that they themselves always contended for the christian liberty of

private judgment, it is hoped that the author will escape the cen-

sure of presumption, in endeavouring to trace out the precise line of

truth on these controverted points. The heat of the controversy to

which these Minutes once gave rise is now subsided, and we may

coolly and impartially examine their merits, without transgressing

the boundaries of christian liberty. Thc^ Minutesalluded to run thus:

" To raise a bulwark against Antinomianism, the following pro-

positions respecting doctrine, were now agreed to

:

" Take heed to your doctrine. We said, in 174'4, we have

leaned too much towards Calvinism.—Wherein ? 1. With re-

gard to man's faithfulness^ our Lord himself taught us to use the

expression. And we ought never to be ashamed of it. We ought

steadily to assert, on his authority, that if a man is not faithful in

the unrighteous mammon, God will not give him the true riches.

2. With regard to working for life.—This also our Lord has ex-

pressly commanded us. Labour ( -r.-ya^Eo-Sr,, ) literally, work for

the meal that eiidureth to everlasting life. And in fact, every be-

liever, till he comes to glory, works for, as well as from life. 3. We
have leceivfd it as a maxim, "that a man is to do nothing in or-

der to justification :" nothing can be more false. Whoever desires

to find favour with God, should t-ease from evil, and learn to do

well. So God himself teaches by the Prophet Lsaiah. Whoever

repents should do works meet for repentance. And if this is not

in order to find favour, what does he do them for .''

" Review the whole aflfair. L Who of us is now accepted of God?
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He that now believes in Christ with a loving and obedient heart.

2. But who among those that never heard of Christ? He that

feareth God and worketh righteousness, according to the light hp

has. 3. Is this the same with f' he that is sincere?" Nearly, if

not quite.

"4. Is not this " salvation by worlfi?"
. Not by the merit of

works, but by works, as a condition. 5. What have we then been

disputing about for these thirty years? lam afraid, about words

(namely, in some of the foregoing instances.) 6, As to merit it-

self, of which we have been so dreadfully afraid, we are rewarded

according to our works, yea, because of our works. How does this

differ from^r the sake of our works? And how differs this from

secundum merita operum, as our works deserve ? Can you split

this hair? I doubt I cannot.

" 7. The grand objection to one of the preceding propositions,

is drawn from matter of fart. Goil does in fact justify those who,

by their own coni'ession, neither feared God nor wrought righteous-

ness. Is this an exception to the general rule ? It is a doubt whe-

ther God makes anv exception at all. But how are we sure that

the person in question never did fear God and work righteousness ?

His own saying sn is not proof: for we know how all that are con-

vinced of sin, undervalue themselves in every respect.

" 8. Does not talking of a justified or sanctified state, tend t©

mislead men ? Almost naturally leading them to trust in what

was done in one moment? Whereas, we are every moment pleas-

ing or displeasiig to Gpd, according to our works. Accord^

ing to the whole of our inward tempers, and outward behaviour."*

* Notwithstanding, in the letter which forms the introduction, Mr Wesley

atates, that these propositions do not refer to the condition of ohtainir.g, but

of continuing in the favour of God ; yet, we must observe, that they appear to

be necessarily and inseparably connected with the former ; and as no limita-

tion of them to the latter was expressed in their origmal introduction, the*
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To t^p' first of these propositions, a strong objection appears to

arise. T"!)* t akirg •' laithfiilness in tin unrighteous nanmon"

the rrnditioii iip»ii whicli the comir unication of the true riches is

suspf d( d, would appear to militate against the genuine terms of

the gospel ; wliich all centre in that gracious declaration, "Believe

on the Lord Jfsn.s Christ, and thou shalt be saved." It is here

said, that " we ought steadily to assert, on our Lord's authority,

that if a man is not faithful in the unrighteous mammon, God will

not give him the true riches." If our Lord has indeed asserted

this, it is plain all further discussion of the question is superseded;

it is something more than absurd, it is impious to argue against

the positive assertion of Jesus Christ, upon a point of either specu-

lative, or practical divinity. But the previous question is, has our

Lord actually asserted this .-* And in replying to this question, we

trust we shall be able to shew, first, that this principle being incom-

patible with the teri"S of salvation held out in the gospel of Christ,

and also contradicted in many notorious instances by matter of fact,

cannot be true. S(C"iidly, that our Lord in the passages alluded

to, had ru) intention of establishing such a principle as a fundamental

doctrine in his gospel, but a widely different design, and that in

point of fact he has asserted r-o such thing. And, thirdly, that if it

were true, it would cut off" ninety-nine sinners out of a hundred from

the possibility of salvation !

But before we proceed, it will be necessary to define what is to

be understood by the words " faithful in the unrighteous mam-

mon." ^ ithout doubt this implies, in the first place, a conscien-

tious and accurate discharge of every pecuriary engagement ; and,

in the second place, an uniform dedication of our remaining pro-

have been, and Ftill arc considered as the tenrc of obtaining the favour ofGod,

as well as retaining 'hat divine blessing ; and in this point of view we must
therefore consider them.
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perty to the supply of our own real necessities, and those of our de«

pendants ; and, thirdly, the faithful application of the overplus to

the purposes of charity and piety, with a single eye to the glory

of God in all things. This is the sum ofwhat Mr Wesley has pro-

perly described as the true use of money, in his sermon on that im-

portant point, from Luke, xvi.' 9- This, therefore, is a fair standard

whereby to fix the meaning which he intended should be conveyed

by those words and which, in fact, they naturally contain. But the

words, as they were uttered by our Lord, have a retrospective allu-

sion, being expressed in the past tense : " If ye have not been faith-

ful in the mammon of unrighteousness." + This faithfulness, there-

fore, in order to render it eligible to be the condition of salvation,

must have been uniform, constant, and perfect; otherwise the

censure of unfaithfulness cannot be escaped.

But I have asserted that this principle is incompatible with the

terms of salvation held out in the gospel of Christ. And indeed

this Is so plain, that to attempt to cite all the passages which prove

it, would be to transcribe a great part of St Paul's Epistles, and

not a small portion of Mr Wesley's own writings. A few must

therefore suffice. In Acts, xiii. 38. 39- we read: " Be it known

unto you, men and brethren, that through this man is preached un-

to you the forgiveness of sins. And by hin all that believe are

justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by

the law of Moses." For that law required adequate satisfaction for

every offence ; " an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, value for

value." But the gospel of Christ proclaims a plenitude of mercy not

to the righteous and just; but to the chief of sinners, to the unjust,

and unholy, to penitent thieves, robbers, adulterers, or murderers !

And again in Romans, iii. 20. 23. " Therefore, by the deeds of the

"f Luke« xvi, 11.
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l&w there shall no flesh be justified in liis sight But now the light-

cousness ofGod withoutthe law is manifested, being witnessed by the

law and the prophets : even the righteousness of God which is by

faith unto all, and upon all that beheve ; for there is no difference."

It is no matter, let tlic sins which were committed by the party have

been of a pecuniary, or any other nature, this is of no consequence,

all are forgiven to the penitent believer ; ibr it is " not by works of

righteousness which he hath done, hut by mercy, that Jesu^ hath

saved hiai," and he has obtained " redemption through the blood

of Christ; even the forgiveness of all his sins, according to

the riches of his grace.' (Ephesians, i. 7.) These texts are quite suf-

ficient to estabhsh the point ; for they prove the communication of

the true riches to believers, without any allusion whatever to " faith-

fulness in the unrighteous mammon." Nr,r does St Paul once men-

tion this, as the condition of obtaining grace, thi-oughout his whole

Epistles. It is therefore not reconcileable with the principles <)f the

gospel, as promulgated by that illustrious herald of salvation, whom

we may safely venture to take for our standard. • j ^*"-'i

If we examine the evangelical writings of Mr Wesley, arid pai*-

ticularly where he treats ofjustification by faith al^np, we shall find

many of his sentiments on those occasions, happily at variance with

the unfavourable construction which the expressions of this minute

seems to adinit. In these truly apostolical passages, Mr Wesley

unifi)rraly inculcates the great and essential doctrines of the grace

of God, which ofiers a full and a free salvation to all mankind, yea^

to the chief of sinners ; not excepting thieves and robbers, any

more than murderers and adulterers, through the medium of repen-

tance towards God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and without

the slightest intimation that previous faithfulness in the unrighteous

mammon, was an indispensable condition of their acceptance with

God ; or, what is the same thing, that all bankrupts, unfortunate
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and insolvent debtors, spendthrifts, and criminals executed for

frauds and robberies, are excluded fiom the possibility ui' sanation !

Yet these latter sentiments are the plain and indubitable language

of the Minutes; in direct opposition, we fear, to the truth which de-

clares, that " Christ died the just for the unjust, that he might

bring them to God."

But it is not in principles and doctrines alone, that we find a

refutation of this Antirevangelical sentiment. Matter of fact, and

that derived from, and sanctioned by the highest possible au-

thority, adds the weight of its irresistible evidence, against the

harsh and unpleasing assertion. Let us select two eminent in-

stances from the inspired writings. Behold the dying thief on

the cross:—In this wretched sinner you see an accumulation of

guilt ; and among the rest stands pre-eminent, his great unfaithful-

ness in the unrighteous mammon. All his life long he manifested

not the slightest inclination to faithfulness in that point, and now it

is copipletely out of his power. The judge of quick and dead, that

immutable being with whom . is no variableness, or shadow of

changing, is in his view ; and this awful judge, who is tiHith itself,

is supposed to have made an unalterable decree, to have passed an

irrevocable sentence, which entirely excludes this dying wretch from

every proispect, yea^from the slightest hope of salvation ! What must

he dpi! Must he inevitably, perish ? Yes, if .such- a sentence had

ever escaped the lips of the blessed Jesus,' perish he imvitablj

would; for Jesus saves no man. by falsifying his own solemn de-

clarations.
,
But what saith the sinner.'' " Lord, remember me

when thou Cometh into thy kingdom;" And what saith Jesus ?

** Verily I say urito thee, this day thou shaU be with me in Parar

dise!" So then, Jesus Christ actually gave to this man the true

riches, notwithstanding his glaring and attrocious unfaithfulness i©

the unrighteous mammon f
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The next i instance which presents itself, is that ,pf Onosiraus.

This man, itappears from the sacked hi6U)ry, had robbed his mas-

ter PhileirWni and ran away from hi toii StPaiil, whoknew Phile-

inc|n,ahd probably had '^Isb seen' Oinesimusat.bis) house oh former

occasions; met with this fugitive robber at; Rome, and became the

happy instrument of his conversion. St. Paul bears ample testinno-

wy that God had bestowed upon him the true riches, notwithstand-

ing hi* flagrant violation of the EightliCommandmeat ^th« apostle

himself kindly undertaking to repay? to . Philemon tiie loss he i\ad

sustairied by the unfaithfulness of hisiSlave. And will,not the bless-

ed Jesus, who hath alLpower, both in heaven and earth ;
whose

bowels of compassion! yearn with ineJttingtiishabl&.ipity.pyer JlJafi

wretched sons of men ; Who .hath already paid the pricf of his own

blood as an atonement for the sins of the world, will henot rather

pay both the temporal and spiritual debts of a penitent sinner, than

suffer him to perish for his past unfaithfulness, or present insolven-

cy : yes, if he determines to sustain! his glorious character of an

omnipotent and infalUble saviour !
.'

•;ii'jfn<j In-jji

j; But instances of this kind are not limited to the apostolic age' of

the world; they crowd upon our experience in every direction.

Where is the city or town, where the gaol or prison in the British

dominions, which has not occasionally witnessed the triumpbi of

ibiercj over the doctrine i of this minute, in. the salvation of penitent

.,'thieves? And'toibring the matter home to. us as Methodists, let

me ask any preacher in the connexion, if he were called upon to

yisit.a poo|r,'dyirtg,.pe'nitent tliief;'|br an insolvent debtor on his

death-bed; or a public robber, about to offer up his life as anatone^

jfrient to the ifytired laws of his country ; would you venture to ad-

dress to any of these unfortunate characters, the language and sen-

timent of the Minute ? Would you say to him : " You have been

notoriously unfaithful in the unrighteous mammon, and I am bound
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by my principles, " steadily to assert on our Lord's authority," that

God will never give the true riches of his grace to any such char-

acter. Your case is hard, but there is no remedy
; you are desti*

tute of that faithfulness which is the indispensable condition of sal-

vation, and you must perish in your sins, there is no mercy for

you!"*

"is there a man in the Methodist connexion whose head or whose

heart would suffer him to use such language to a dying sinner ?

Surely not ! But rather you would say unto him in the true lan-

guage of gospel grace ;
" Come, for all things are now ready ! Come

to Jesus, and receive a full and a free salvation, without money,

and without price ! Jesus hath borne all your sins in his own body

on the tree, come beUeve on him, with thy heart unto righteous-

ness, and he will give you tiue evangelical repentance ; wash your

guilty soul in his own blood, and impart a clear and indisputable

title to a seat at God's right hand, where true pleasures abound

for evermore !" And, my brother, if such would be your evange-

lical practice, how will you vindicate your tacit approbation of that

minute, Which stands to this day an uinreproved monument of that

excess of zeal, which once bore us over the sea of controversy,

*« from the edge of Antinomianism," into the very gulph of Phari-

saic self-righteousness ? . '

-

From the preceding consideraticm^, it is not assuming too much

to sayy that preAdous faithfulness in the unrighteous mammon,

•!" >''"
• Could it be a conviction of the truth of the principle contained in the

minute, operating upon Mr Wesley's mind, that induced him so long to

resist ' the' importunate and repeated request of the late unfortunate Ek

Dodd, to visit him when under sentence of death, for forgery ? Did he really

believe, that because the Doctor was about to pay the forfeit of his life to

the injured taws of his country, for his " unfaithfulness m the unrighteous

mammon," that therefore there was no hope of salvation for that unfortu-

nate gentleman ? Vgg, Mr Wesley must have held this direful sentimeuj^
,

If he retained the principles contained in this minute.
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mon, is not an indispensable condition upon which salvation is sus-

pended under the gospel disjiensation. And are we not here con-

strained to admit, t!iat Mr Wesley's usual penetration and accuracy

appears to have strangely forsaken him on t'lis occasion*; other-

wise we can scarcely account for his selecting so precarious a pas-

sage as this is, for the establishment of the important doctrine of

man's faithfulness, as necessary to salvation. For assuredly, if such

faithfulness be any where enjoined and required in the giispcl, it

is faithfulness to grace after conversion, as essential to perseverance,

without which apostacy must ensue. But faithfulness to the law^

of works before conversion, blessed be God, forms no part of th*^

condition upon which the gift of grace is suspended ; nor will any

man, who knows his own heart, venture to rest his hopes of salva-

tion upon any such foundation.

But as to the faithfulness even of believers, which is, however,

quite a different thing from that here insisted upon, but even with

respect to the faithfulness of true believers, in the exercise artd im-

provement of the grace of God freely bestowed upon them.— it

may be worth our while to inquire if this is requisite in absolute

perfection to the salvation of their souls ? Who among us can lay

claim to this, or who will venture to repose any portion of his

hopes of salvation upon this basis ? We hear our people continu-

ally (and no doubt truly and justly,) complaining of their great

• It is with sincere regret that the author feels himself compelled thus

to controver. the doctrine of so great and good a man as Mr Wesley. But he

dare not sacrifice the truth of God to support the reputation of any man

upon earth. If Mr Wesley was here in an error, his successors should do

what he would have done had he lived to be convinced of it, namely, ac-

knowledge and retract it. If be is right, let the same persons reply to the

aboye observations, and vindicate the minute, fill this is done let no in-

vidious reflections be cast upon the author's presumption or arrogance ; these

arc not the motives which influesiee his conduct.

b
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unfaithfulness, but we find few willing to say much of their faith-

fulness. And indeed, if we consider the extensive and comprehen-

sive circle which this word embraces in its range, taking in the en-

tire scope of active and passive obedience, throughout a believer's

heart and life, there is reason to believe it would not be very safe

for our best characters to assume much upon this point. Faith-

fulness to grace is, without doubt, a great and important duty, one

which cannot be too strongly inculcated, or too zealously practisied,

as in all probabihty the degree of our eternal felicity is suspended

upon this very point. But if the invariable perfection o£ this be

essentially necessary to salvation, how many of our really pious

people, by their own confession, would forfeit their title ? What,

in particular, would become of all those, who with Mr Charle».

Wesley could truly sing the following hnes

:

Weary of wandering from my God,

And now made willing tp return,

I hear, and bow me to the rod,

For^ thee, not without hope, I mourn ;

I have an advocate aboyes,

;

A friend before the thx'.one of love.

O Jesus, full of truth and grace.

More full of grace than. ,1 c^f sin,
,,,,1^^.^!^^ i^ i

Yet once again I seek thy face, *

Open thine arms and take me in ;
i ii.^

And freely my backslidings heal.

And love the faithless sinner still.

Are we not encouraged to hope and believe, that even those

characters are, through the tender mercy of God, -still eligible to

salvation ? Most certainly : they have still an unquestionable

claim upon the mercy of God through the merits of Christ, and an

indefeasible right to acceptance through his prevailing intercession.
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by faith in his blood. And can a believer safely rest his acceplnnce

upon any other foundation ?—We believenot. Whilej tiieieiore

believers in Christ are exhorted to diligence and faithfulness m all

means of grace, and in dedication of the'r persons and talents to

the glory of God, is it not necessary to guard them against relying

on their fidelity in these duties, for their continuance in the favour

of God. Is it not necessary to inform them, that although unfaith-

fulness, if unrepented of, will endanger their salvation, yeiall their

supposed or real faithfulness will avail nothing towards conciliating

the divine mind, or rendering God propitious to their souls, unless

it be offered upon the altar of faith in the Son of God, sprinkled

with the merit of his atonihg blood, and perfumed with the incense

of hi^ perfect and immaculate righteousness?

But here it will be naturally inquired, if the doctrine inculcated

by the minute is not the true doctrine taught by Jesus Christ, what

do his words imply ? What is their real meaning and import .'' The

answer to this question, is the second point proposed to be con-

sidered. And if a plain man is suffered with modesty and deference

to state his opinion of the true meaning and design of our blessed

Lord in this controverted passage, it shall be cheerfully submitted

to the public eye. But befiare we proceed directly to the discussioa

of the point, let us attend to one or two prelirtiinary observations..

- In the first place, let it be remembered that our blessed Lord, in

his discourses with the Jews, seldom attempted to develope the ab-

struse doctrines of redemption in is blood, and the plenitude of

that salvation which woiild ultimntdy flow from this inexhaustible

fountain to the believers in ,his name. The proper period was not

yet arrived, neither w6re the niiiids of the Jews, nor even those

of his own disciples yet prepared for a full discovery of these deep

and impoi:taut mysteries. (This is evident from John, iii. 11. 12.

.and chap. xvi. 12. and nlany other passaged.) Our blessed Lord
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therefore in his addresses to the Jews, suited his discourses to their

capacities, and to the state of mind they were then in, to prepare

them for the reception of the evangelical truths of his gospel, when,

after his own glorification and the penticostal descent of the holy

spirit, it should be preached in its native purity and divine power.

Secondly, a very moderate degree of attention will convince us also

that when our Lord entered into an argument with any of the Jews,

he generally took them up on their own principles, and on that

ground he refuted their false positions, and confounded their futile

expectations of obtaining the favour of God, and the reward of

eternal life, by the deeds of the law, upon their supposed conformity

to which, in conjunction with their descent from Abraham, we

know those Pharisees rested their hopes of eternal life. The fu-

tility of these hopes, arising from the deep hypocrisy and despe-

rate wickedness of their hearts, our Saviour labours continually to

.expose ; if haply these self-righteous Pharisees, but eggregious sin-

ners, might thereby be induced to abandon their false foundations,

and seek redemption in the precious blood of a crucified Saviour,

even the forgiveness of all their sins. ^'U ;..;• J- > .

^ Now, the more closely we examine the passage in question, the

-more fully shall we be satisfied and confirmed in judgment, that

on this occasion our blessed Lord, far from declaring the conditions

:up()n which a penileM sinner, under the gospel dispensation', shall

obtain mercy, was combating and exposing the false and untenable

grounds upon which the Jews cherished their hopes of eternal hap-

piness, and shewing the natural impossibility of their making good

such a claim. Let ps attend to the scope of the argument, and we

shall clearly discover this to be the design of our Lord. It is record-

ed in St Luke's Gospel, chap. xvi. and preceded by the parable of

the Unjust Steward, with which the subsequent discourse stands

connected. And from this our Lord takes occasion to reprove the
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covelousness of the Pharisees, who then formed a part of his au-

dience. Reasoning, therefore, on principles purely natural, Jesus

said to them (ver. 10, &c.) " He that is faithful in that which is

least, is faithful also in much : and he that is unjust in the least, is

unjust also in much." If, therefore, yk have not been faithful in

the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust, the true

riches ? And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another

man's, who shall give you that which is your own ?

"

It is really matter of astonishment, how so many able commen-

tators as have written on this passage of scripture, should so far

mistake the design of our Lord therein, as they appear to have

done. Taking it, as they generally have, for a declaration of the

terms upon which a penitent sinner is to obtain mercy, under the

dispensation of grace, they have been beyond measure perplexed

in their endeavours to force it into a coincidence with the genuine

principles of the gospel. Following this beaten track, Mr Henry

(cited by Mr Fletcher in his Vindication,) labours exceedingly to

prove, that because a man has been an unfaithful steward of the

good things of this life before his conversion, he will infallibly be

equally unfaithful to the riches of grace, after his conversion ! A
position this, which, if true, would tear up by the roots the funda-

mental principles of the christian religion ; deprive the children of

God of the glorious privileges of their new birth ; and render the

operations of grace, and the influences of the holy spirit, perfectly

nugatory and unavailing ! " But our Lord asserts this fact, there-

fore it must be true
!

" Does he indeed ? Nay, he asserts no such

thing. He asserts indeed (and upon natural principles, but upon

them only, the conclusions he draws are mast just and true,) that

the Jews, to whom his discourse was addressed, being carnal, sen-

sual, and devilish, and destitute of his redeeming grace, were in

that state incapable of being entrusted with the things which per-
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tained unto the kingdom of (^od, because they woidd infallibly

abuse the most excellent gifts which God could l-estow upon them

to their own condemnation, and the dishonour of God ; of this, in

fact, the most melancholy proofs-are on record, respecting the highly

favoured, but most utigrateful ancestors of this very people, when

God once committed to their care all the treasures of his ki?igdom

then upon earth. And our Lord, who saw and knew the deceit-

fulness and hypocrisy of theit hearts, well knf-w, thev were the le-

gitimate children of their treacherous and faitldess parents. In-

deed he had told then) but a short time before, the\ were of their

fathfr the devil, for his v\orks thev did ! And, therefore, even

those spiritual riches which they alnady possessed, bi't which

thev had abused and forfeited, were I'ow about to be taken out of

their hands, and given in still richer abundance to the Gentiles

;

who, embracing the offers of salvation by fnith m the rejected Mes-

siah of the Jews, should, by the regeneralinn of his spirit, be ren-

dered fiithful stewards of those mysteries of God, which the angels

desire to look into, but which the faithless and unbelieving Jews

had rejected with scorn and contempt.

In short, from the evident scope of this argument, it appears

that the entire passage may with the utmost propriety and advan-

tage be thus paraphrased, as expressive of the real design and ge-

nuine meaning of these words, as though Jesus had said : " Every

tree is known by its fruits. It is a fixed principle, founded on rea-

son, and confirmed by experience, that all the actions of a man

partake of the general spirit which governs his conduct. Conse-

quently, one who acts under the influence of an unjust and disho-

nest principle in a small matter, will inevitably act in the same

manner if entrusted with concerns of higher importance ; for his

selfish :ind dishonest heart will be uniform in its motions, and true

to its principles, and will always betray the trust reposed in it

;
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and more especially when presented with an opportunity of grati-

fying its cupidity at the expence of religion. You, Pharisees, are

of this description ; I know the covetousness and hypocrisy of your

hearts ;
your externa! professions of piety cannot deceive me ; my

grace, indeed, could and would change your hearts, if ye would

embrace and cherish it, but ye reject and despise both nie and it

:

I am therefore constrained to reason with you on your own prin-

ciples ; to judge you by your own law ; and to treat you as incor-

rigible and unchangeable sinners. And therefore to intrust you

with the unsearchable riches of my mercy and love, would only be

to cast pearls before swine, and would terminate in the dishonour

of my grace, and your own greater condemnation. Your pride, your

obstinacy, and your unbelief, are unconquerable, and you must, be-

cause you will perish in your sins; and wheie I am you cannot come.

On the other hand, it is equally true, that a man acting under

the influence of regenerating grace will be faithful to every trust

reposed in him. The same principle which operates in him to in-

duce a faithful and conscientious disposal of the minor riches of

this world, produces that fidelity to the greater and more desirable

riches of grace and holiness, which is the mark of a new-birth,

and proves the sincerity and uprightness of the heart from which

it flows."

That this, and this only, was the true design and meaning of

our Lord, in this remarkable passage, will appear evident to every

unprejudiced mind, and particularly when taken in conjunction

with the context; for, by verse 14, we find "the Pharisees who

were covetous," took the words as applied to tliemseivts, " and

derided him."* And Jesus said unto them : " Ye are they which

" It appears that from verse 10, our Lord particularly addressed himself

to the Pharisees who surrounded him, and not to his own disciples, for hQ
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justif'.' ynur'selves before men ; but God knoweth your hearts, for

that which is esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of

God." Therefore, ye are the proper objerts of my present dis-

course, " The law and the prophets were until John : since that

time the kingdom of God i'^ preached, and every truly enlightened

man is pressing into it ; but in rejecting me, ye divest yourselveB

of all right and title to the privileges of my gospel, by the terms

of which, ye might obtain redemption and salvation ; but since y?

choose to cleave to the law, by that law ye shall be judged, and

this law condemns and deprives you of the pfissibilify of sah atio«

upon your own principles." Or, as he saith in effect on other oc-

casions : " He that believeth on me is passed from death unto life>

and shall not come into condemnation, but hath redemption in my

blood, the forg'veness of all his sins, however great their enormity,

or however deep their pf)llution ; but ye hypocrites, ye generation

of vipers, how can you escape the damnation of hell ? Seeing ye

reject both my person and offices, by which alonef^ a man can now

find access to God ?
"

Seeing then, it appears, that the sole design of our Lord in this

passage, was to refute Pharisaic principles, to demonstrate their in-

competency to support the claim of their advocates upon the foun-

dation of personal righteousness to eternal life, and consequently

to confound their futile hopes; is it not cause of regret, that the

words were ever taken up by Mr Wesley in the sense which is af-

fixed to them in the mmutes ? Where they stand as an insur-

mountable barrier in the way of the salvation of all penitent bank-

rupts, insolvent persons, thieves, and robbers, under the gospel dis-

pensation ; all of whom (although some of their crimes may be

had recently addressed very different language to them, when he said (chap,

xii. 32.) " Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure t^

give you the kingdom."
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great,) have beyond all controversy, as just and fair a claim upon

r the redemption that is in Jesus, as the most self-righteous Pharisee

in the land, vvho may actually pay all his just debts, even to the

"tvthing of" mint, anise, and cummin," and yet be as far from the

inward kingdom of Go-I, as the most flagrant sinner upon earth.

We trust no reasonable man will attem|)t to apply the preceding

observations, as militating against the principle of moral honesty.

Such an imputation would be equally unjust and illiberal, and would

betray either the ignorance or malice of its author. The principle

of moral honesty is most honourable to hiunan nature, it is essential

to salvation, and every true christian wishes to encourage and

cherish it in both converted and unconverted men, although it may

be questioned if it can radically exist in the heart of the latter. But

the error lies in laying this as the foundation of a sinner's acceptance

with God, and that not only in the principle, but the practice also, and

-in its fullest state of perfection 1 The assertion that " faithfulness in

the unrighteous mammon," is the condition upon which thejustifica-

tion of a sinner is suspended, is where the error, the dangerous error

appears to lie, an assertion involving a contradiction in terms, and

•iiametrically opposed, as hath already been shewn, to the genuine

principles of the gospel, and to the constant experience of the

children of God in all ages !

For I have said, and am ready to maintain my position (which

is the third point for consideration,) " that if the doctrine contained

in this minute were true, it would cut off ninety- nine sinners out of

a hundred from the possibility of salvation." This will clearly

appear by giving the full and authorised latitude already ascribed

to the indefinite phrase, " Faithful in the unrighteous mammon;"

•omprehcnding at least, all that Mr Wesley has described in his ser-

mon already alluded to "On the Use of Money," and incUidii.gthe

eonstant, uniform, and conscientious dedication otull our substance
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to the glory of God, and the good of our fellow-creatures. Less

than this deserves not the name of faithfulness. And it is certain

that actions, however fair and disinterested they may appear in the

eyes of men, derive all their value in the sight of God from the

principles and motives which give them birth. Therefore the

faithfulness which would be necessary to offer up to a pure and

heart-searching God, as the meritorious condition of salvation, should

be perfect, cordial, atid spiritual ; which is incompatible with the

slightest tincture of coveteousness, for this is both spiritual idolatry,

and spiritual thievery. The man who covets his neighbour's pro-

perty, would steal it if a fair opportunity presented itself, and a

thief in heart is, in God's estimation, a thief in practice, as sure as

"he that hateth his brother is a murderer."* Now shew me, I

will not say one man in a hundred, but one unconverted man in

the British empire, who can boast that he is able to briiig his inward

and outward faithfulness and integrity to the scrutinizing test of

the law of God, and to pass it with the judge of quick and dead,

as a spotless condition of his obtaining the riches of eternal life. If

such a one should start up and lay claim to the promised reward,

we must set aside his vain pretensions by quoting to him the truly

evangelical sentiment of the Rev. John Wesley, found in his ex-

cellent sermon on " The Lord our Righteousness." With an or-

thodoxy of doctrine worthy of St Paiil, the enlightened and illus-

trious divine cries out, "All believers are both forgiven and accepted

not for the sake of any thing in them, or of any thing that ever was»

that is, or ever can be done by them, but wholly and solely for the

sake of what Christ hath done and suffered for them ;" and again,

" the righteousness of Christ is the whole and sole foundation of all

our hope." And if any one asserts that the controverted minute

• John, First Epistle, iii. 15.
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came from the same head and heart, which dictated those evan-

gelical truths, I reply we must then appeal fro .1 Mr Wesley, when

hurried or heated hy controveHsy. and by his zeai a<I.^inst Anti-

no iiianism, to the same venerab'e divine, whi), when coo' and free

from prejudice and irritation, penned the i nportant truths of that

celebrated sermon.

To conclude: If the preceding observations are founded in fact,

it is evident we cannot conscientiously maintain this controverted

minute as a stand ird principle in the doctrine of Methodi-m ; for

It is truth, and not the opinion of any one man, which must consti-

tute the basis of that sacred fabric. Ough' it not then to be aban-

doned as untenable ? In exonnging it, we may indeed confess that

we do not believe Mr Wesley's iiidg-nent was inf il'ib'e ; but this

will not impeach his character as a faithful, upright, and conscien-

tious minister. To err is the lot of humanity, and to a.nend our

errors on t'leir discovery is a duty we owe to ourselves, to the

public, and to the cause of God in which we are engaged. To refuse

to do this is to declare that the pride of our own reputation is dearer

to us than the interests of the church of God. Mr Wesley's in-

tegrity as a faithful and upright minister, would have compelled

him to have rescinded this minute had he lived to be convinced

of its inconsistency with the truth of the gospel. The leading men

of his connexion are under the same obligation to God, to the public,

and to their own consciences. It remains therefore that they either

prove my arguments false and groundless, or expunge the minute

from the annals of Methodism ; or finally, retain it with a conviction

that it is a false position, and incompatible with the truth as it is in

"Jesus*.

• Possibly some farther attempt may be made to defend the doctrine of

tliis minute, in reply to the preceding observations ; but it is hard to con-
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The next proposition, recorded in these minutes, regards a be-

liever's working for, as well as from a principle of life. It runs thus>

"With regard to working for life. This also our Lord has expressly

commanded us. Labour (e^-yx^ea-^y,) literally, work for the meat

which endureth to everlasting life. And in fact every behever till

he comes to glory, works for, as well as from life."

Understanding by this proposition, simply, that it is the duty and

ceive- on what grounds this can be done, after the ingenuous vindication of

Mr Fletcher, unless it be by changing the sense of the words, and conjec-

turing that Mr Wesley meant something very different from what is ex-

pressed. But in reply to this it must be observed, that a supposition of

this kind is too degrading to Mr Wesley to be either pleaded or admitted.

It is incompatible with his well-known accuracy of expression on such oc-

casions ; besides, Mr Fletcher in his Vindication, takes up the words in pre-

cisely the same sense that they are here taken in, and as he did this under

Mr Wesley's eye, and doubtless with his approbation, it is evident that was the

true and legitimate sense which the author intended to fix upon them. But

it is humbly submitted, that Mr Fletcher's Vindication, great and able as

it is, does not obviate any of the objections above urged. Nor is this to be

wondered at ; for it is evident that the faithfulness described in the minute,

is thereby required to exist before conversion, and to be brought forward a»

the condition of obtaining the grace of conversion. A position which no hu-

man ingenuity can ever reconcile to the gospel-plan of salvation ; for where

does the scripture require, or once hint at any faithfulness to be found in

an unregenerate sinner, as the condition of his acceptance with God ? The

very mention of this involves a complete solecism in religious argument ; and

the thing itself is a nonentity in practical and experimental religion. For it

is plain, that no knave will ever become an honest man till grace makes him

such ; nor can faithfulness in any duty towards God be found in the heart or

life of any man, until the true riches of converting grace establishes it there.

To lay down faithfulness, therefore, as the condition of conversion, is as ab-

surd in principle, as it is impossible in practice. And hence, we cannot but

sincerely regret that Mr Wesley, in his laudable atteinpt to establish the

necessity of a believer's faithfulness to the grace of God in his heart, as es-

sential to salvation, unhappily stumbled upon an imaginary faithfulness in

the heart and life of an unconverted sinner, as the great condition of his ac»

eeptance with God ! Let the wisdom, candour, and piety of the present

Methodists, for the honour of their principles, remove this stumbling-block

•ut of the way.
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practice of every true believer in Christ, to exert his spiritual and

corporal powers, in the means ordained of God for his increase in

holiness, and in love to God and man ; there can be no question

either as to its truth or importance in the church of Christ. The

flame divine principle is constantly inculcated in the apostohc

epistles, and illustrated in the hearts and lives of the children of

God in every age and country. From these, therefore, ofwhatever

profession, it can have no hostility to encounter; fcr the grand

fundamental principle of the gospel of Christ is secured by the ad-

mission, that although a believer works for life, yet that work is sus-

tained by the powerful influence of that heaven-born principle which

is imparted in the new birth to every child of God, and which is

the germ, the pledge, and the foretaste of eternal life.

But if, under the general phrase, workingfor life, there lurked

an insinuation either that the natural powers of man were singly

adequate to work out the salvation of the soul,—or that there was

«ny thing so meritorious in the works ofa believer, as to enable him

to claim the reward of eternal life upon their intiinsic value, detach-

ed from the imputation of the merits of Christ to his soul : then

indeed it would become the duty of every christian firmly to resist

such an insinuation, however high the authority from whence it

proceeded, because it would be subversive of the genuine- and fun-

damental doctrines of the christian religion. This indeed was the

light in which the proposition was viewed by the Calvinists of that

day, who entered their protest against it. But although owing to

the conciseness of the expressions, the terms are somewhat ambi-

guous, and therefore susceptible of a more unfavourable interpre-

tation ; yet in justice to Mr Wesley's well-known sentiments so

amply expressed on other occasions, we cannot ascribe to this pro-

position any other meaning than that contained in the preceding

paragraph. Mr Fletcher's vindication of this minute, is able and
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God's approbation of a believer's works is a different thing. This

is, however, the necessary consequence ot a true t"alt^^ however !ow

or weak in its degree ; for it is always accoiDpamed with suitable

fruits, among which repentance unto life standeih foremost. For,

Certain it is, that no man ever yet repented of his sins, who did not

previously believe that God is, and that he is the n warder of those

who diligently seek him. If th. refore, we hear a self-condemned

sinner crying out with the Philippian jailor, " what must I do to be

eaved.?" let us not direct him to the law of works, and bid him

recover the divine favour, by " ceasing to do evil, and learning to do

well," before regeneration has enabled him to do either to any eWec-^

tual purpose : but let us, with St Paul, point him to the Lamb of

God, who taketh away the sin of the world, and cry to him as the

apostle to the jailor, " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou

Shalt be saved!"

Suflely in an unhappy hour was this proposition, thus insulat-

ed and detached from all connexion with faith in the Son of

God, enrolled in the records of Methodism as a standard truth

of the gospel of Christ. For God's sake, and for the sake of

precious souls, ehher let some explanatory and amending clause be

attached to it, or otherwise expunge it entirely from the annals of

Methodism. But if it must remain, if its antiquity successfully

pleads for its permanency, let us seek for some method whereby

unregenerate sinners may learn to give such a legal perfection to

their works, as will insure to them from that source a title to the

favour of God : our practice and our doctrine will then harmonise,

butitwilt.be in the subversion of the gospel-p'an of salvation!

One cannot but wonder what kind of sentiments they were,

•which Mr Wesley informs us were so fashionable and prevalent

among the M ethodists prior to the promulgation of the doctrine

contained in this minute, and which, it seems, it was intended tc
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eorrect. Did they then imagine that neither faith nor repentance

were necessa-'y before justification ? Or did ihey suppose, merely,

that ahhouiih these were necessary antecedents to the pardon of

sin, yet they must not be conctived to be the procuring cause

of that blessing ? From the extreme conciseness and ambiguity of

the expressions, it is difficult to ascertain which of these was the

real opinion of the Methodists of that day. But from the writings

of Ml Wesley himself prior to that period, we have the most in-

dubitable evidence that he both believed and taught the absolute

necessity of repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus

Chiist, as conditions of justification ; and that works meet for re-

pentance should testify the depth and sincerity of that repentance*.

And we know that Mr Wesley's opinions then nearly governed the

minds of both preachers and people. What then are we to under-

stand by the confession ofMr Wesley, that both he and his preachers

had " received it as a maxim that a man is to do nothing in order

to justification? " It would appear that the mystery lies in those

three words in italics, " in order to." The true meaning of jthese

otherwise doubtful words, is fixed in the latter clause of the con-

troverted proposition, where they evidently imply an efiicacious

procuring cause. They mean, in plam English, the meritorious

cause, for the sake of which the favour of God is bestowed on those

who perform them : and this is alleged and vindicated as the true

and legititnate design with which they are performed.

But this sentiment can no more comport with the solemn decla-

ration of Mr Wesley himself on another occasion, than with the

general doctrine of the gospel. For as has been already cited, he

• Witness, to "Inention no more, the Rules of the Methodist Society,

which are almost entirely composed of those works meet for repentance^

prior to justification.
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expressly declares, that " all believers are both forgiven and accept-

ed, not for the sake of any thing that ever was, that is, or ever can

be done by them ; but wholly and solely for the sake of vvliat Christ

hath done and suffered for them."

—

(Sermon on Juslification.)

But the question proposed in the minute novv recurs for consider-

ation,—" If the man who repents, and does works meet for re-

pentance, does not this in order to find favour, what does he do

them for?" To this I answer, first, it is of very little consequence

what he does them for, seeing it is neither his opinions, nor his

practice that are to be set up as the standard of evangelical truth.

What if the man in question should be as Pharisaical in his spirit as

Mr Wesley acknowledges he himself once was ; and be actually

seeking to reconcile himself to God by the deeds of the law, as both

the Mr Wesleys confess they did for a series of years ; is this to

be urged as a proof that it is right, and agreeable to the gospel-plan

of salvation ?— Surely not ! But, " what does he do them for?"

I answer, secondly, if he is truly enlightened, he cannot, he dare not

do them with the intention, or the hope of thereby obtaining remis-

sion of sins, or reconciliation with God ; for that would be to as-

sume to himself the character of his own mediator with God, and

to place his paltry, insignificant, and sin-polluted works, in the

stead of the meritorious blood and righteousness of Christ : wliere-

as, it was God himself who was in Christ, ' reconciling the world

unto himself; he being made a sin-offering for us, that we might

be made the righteousness of God in and through him. But " what

does he do them for ? " To this I reply, in the third and last place,

if his mind be enlightened, and directed by the spirit of God, he

does them because a mixture of fear, and hope, and desire, con-

strains him to hasten out of the path of destruction and disobe-

dience ; and out of this he cannot go one step, without taking that

step, in the path of obedience to the will of God, and which leads

1
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Co life eternal, but still his steps are as yet so wavering and unstable,

that he dare DOt presume to build his hopes of acceptance on so

fickle a foundation. In this situation, the man can justly adopt

the language of Mr Charles Wesley, and sing with him

:

I work, and own the labour vain;

And thus from works I cease;

I strive, and see my fruitless pain.

Till God create my peace.

Fruitless, ti'l thou thyself impart,

Must all my efforts prove ;

They cannot change a sinful heart,

They cannot purchase love.

I do the thing thy laws enjoin.

And then the strife give o'er

To thee I then the whole resign,

1 trust in means no more.

I trust in him who stands between

The Father's wrath and me.

Jesu, thou great, eternal mean,

I look for all from thee !

The truly pious and venerable Mr Fletcher, faithful to the calls

of friendship, and anxious to rescue his aged fellow-labourer from

the triumphs of his enemies, exhausted his ingenuity to frame some

kind of an apology for this proposition. A vindication it can hardly

be called. As the thing itself is most perfectly legal, and exactly

suited to the Jewish dispensation, Mr Fletcher found himself ne-

cessitated to diaw upon the Mosaic institutions, and the records of

Jewish piety, for the principal part of those materials of which his

apology is composed. His affection, his friendship, and his piety,

none can call in question, and in apologisin<i for this minute, it

certainly was not his place to point out its defects. But had he

chanced to have taken up the other side of this argument, and to
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have written against the proposition instead of for it, methinks we

should have had a very different display of his polemical talents on

the occasion. And indeed when a person of ability is determined

to support a question of legality upon scriptural authority, by citing

only those passages which make for his cause, it is amazing how

much ma}'^ be said for it, with every appearance of truth, particu-

larly out of the Old Testament ; but gospel axioms are not to be

tried exclusively by the precepts of the Old Testament. Had Mr

Fletcher put this proposition fairly into his scripture scales, and

weighed it in the balance of the sanctuary, with the weights of

evangelical truth, as well as the shackles of the Jewish economy, we

should probably have seen a very different account of it. Let

the present Methodists supply his lack of service.

It is their indispensable duty to revise and, if found defective, to

correct whatever stands upon record among them as fundamental

principles of religion ; and more especially what concerns the inte-

resting and important question of a sinner's acceptance with God,

and restoration to the divine favour. Upon this delicate subject

we cannot be too critically exact. The smallest shade of distinction

should be accurately defined, for in no part of experimental divinity

are we more exposed to error, and error of the most dangerous

tendency, than in describing the terms of a_ sinner's reconciliation

to God. And most certain it is, that the proposition in question

has a direct and insuperable tendency, as it now stands, to divert

the attention of a penitent sinner from the atonement and media-

tion of Christ, and direct him to the value and efficacy of his own

works, as the medium of his restoration to the favour of God.

It is indeed highly probable that Mr Wesley intended to inculcate

no such sentiments as those just described; but, absorbed in the heat

of his animosity against Antinomianism, he inadvertently overleaped

the boundaries of his own evangelical sentiments : nor could he per-
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taps foresee the full effect which such a formidable and decisive bat«

tery as he has erected in these minutes, would ultimately have in de-

molishing some of the tenderest plants of the gospel of Christ, upon

which its artillery has unhappily been brought to play. For, be-

yond all controversy, this third and last proposition goes to esta-

blish the principle, that a penitent sinner is capable of performinof

such works as are adequate to meet and satisfy the demands of the

Jaw, to excite the divine approbation, and secure to the performer,

on their own intrinsic merit, a restoration to the favour of God,

without the slightest allusion to the efficacious atonement and me-

diation of the great High Priest of our profession. We ask, should

such a proposition remain as a detached and fundamental principle

of Methodism? It is easy to observe, that the error complained of

in this minute does not lie in the doing of those-works which are

described in it, but in the motives, the object, and design, which

are ascribed, justified, and applauded, as the source from whence

they spring, and the ends they are destined to attain.

We have now gone through the examination of the three principal

propositions contained in the celebrated Minutes of the Methodist

Conference of 1770, and the result of that examination has been,

that we find the first is founded upon a mistaken idea of our Lord's

meaning ; that it opposes the plainest truths of the gospel, as

taught by St Paul, and by Mr Wesley himself; that it is itself op-

posed by matter of fact ; and, if true, would undermine the whole

gospel-plan of redemption, and render the salvation of ninety-nine

persons out of a hundred an absolute impossibility. Of the second

we haVe found, that giving it the best and most favourabte con-

struction it will admit of, it contains merely a plain and tiimplc fact.
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which a rational christian would scarcely ever think of opposing

;

namely, that the grace of God, or the life of God in the soul of

man, is of an operative nature, and susceptible of increase ;—that

the teims used in it arerafher ambiguous from their extreme con-

ciseness ; but, that upon the whole, Mr Fletcher's vindication of this

proposition was valid and satisfactory. Of thethird we could not say

so much ; it is found to contain principles incompatible with the

privileges of penitent believers, and to have a direct tendency to

mislead them from an entire and implicit confidence in the nierits

and mediation of Christ (the only firm foundation of a sinner's

hope,) and to induce a false and dangerous confidence in the effi-

cacy of their own works, to entitle them to the favour of God.

We are now invited by the reverend author of the minutes to

" RETiEw THE WHOLE AFFAIR." We gladly acccpt the invitation

:

*' Though error dreads a revisal, truth we know cannot but gain

by it!" Then follow the particulars of this review, consisting

first, of five questions, with their answers ; and three minor pro-

positions, containing, as is to be supposed, the marrow of the gos-

pel, as believed and taught by Mr Wesley and his preachers. As

these have been already quoted at full length, they need not be here

repeated. Let us consider them in the' order and connexion Mr
Wesley has placed them.

" 1st. Who of us is now accepted of God ?—He that now

believes in Christ with a loving and obedient heart." " Excellent

answer (saith Mr Fletcher,) worthy of St Paul and St James; for

it sums up in one line the epistles of both."— Most readily do I

subscribe to the same sentiment ; and every Methodist in the king*

dom will do the same.

" 2d. But who among those who never heard of Christ ?-^

He that feareth God and worketh righteousness, according to the

light^he has."—Right and good.
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« 3d. Is this the same with " he that is sincere ?—Nearly, if

not quite."— Here, as I apprehend, we begin to get into obscurity,

and tread on uncertain ground. Is it intended by these words to

run a parallel between the case of a heathen who never heard of

Christ, and that of an unenlightened man in a christian country, a

deist for instance, who, thougii surrounded with light, yet remains

in voluntary darkness, from a sincere conviction that the gospel of

Christ is a fable .^ Yet such a man is sincere and upright in his

conduct, according to the light he has. Is it intended to say, that

this man stands upon the same footing as to his prospect of salva-

tion, with a heathen who never heard of Christ ? Or a Papist

:

Who is more sincere, more blind, more bigotted, more cruel, or

more vicious than the Papist ! yet he serves God, not barely with

sincerity, but with flaming zeal, " according to the light he has."

Is this man salvable by virtue of his sincerity (in murdering here-

tics for instance,) on the same footing, as pious heathens.'' We see

sincerity is perfectly consistent with a false belief, and with immo-

ral practices; yea, "the time will come, saith our Lord, (and

have we not seen it exemplified ?) when they who kill you will

think (sincerely thhik, ) tliey do God service !
" Is sincerity then

^n apology for crimes of the greatest enormity ? Is it a fair substi-

tute for true faith, for regenerating grace, and for gospel holiness ?

Surely not. Yet I am afraid we cannot deny that these conse-

quences naturally result from the plain and literal construction of

the proposition in question.

If this be the true meaning of the words, and from what follows it

appears strongly corroborated, surely the religious world, and par-

ticularly the Methodists, have a right to something more than a

bare ipse dixit, to prove a point of such importance ! But if, on

the other hand, this is merely a comparison of two branches of na-

tural religion imder a heathenish dispensation, then w« ask, what
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have christians to do with this, and why should these dark and

heathenish premises be laid down as a criterion for judging the

liberty of christians under the gospel dispensation ? Assuredly we

are here plunged in the mire ofself-righteousness, and enveloped ii^

the night of heathenish darkness ! O, why are we left without a,

key to open the mystery of these dark sentences ? Who can re-

concile them to the gospel of Christ, or even ascertain if Mr Fletcher

has explained the genuine meaning of their author* ?

But as though the preceding propositions had been perfectly clear,

satisfactor}', and conclusive, the minutes proceed to say,

" 4th. Is not this salvation by works ?—Not by the merit of

works, but by works as a condition."

" 5th. What have we then been disputing about for these thirty

years ?—I am afraid about words."

In the four last cited questions, an evident attempt is made to

assimilate the terms upon which heathens and infidels are admis-

sible to salvation, with those upon which sinners, under the dispen-

sation of the gospel, may become entitled to eternal life and glory ;

• It is very remarkable, and not a little extraordinary, that Mr Fletcher's

vindication of these propositions does not appear to have been ever publicly

sanctioned by Mr Wesley. The present writer is tolerably well acquainted

with Mr Wesley's works, yet he cannot recollect to have ever seen in any

part of them even an allusion to that vindication, much less a public testi-

mony of his approbation of it ! What conclusions are we to draw from this

silence ? Did Mr Fletcher's vindication proceed entirely upon conjecture

of Mr Wesley's real meaning ; and did his affectionate regard for his friend's

I'eputation elicit from his able pen constructions which Mr Wesley could

not sanction with a sacred regard to truth, as his own original meaning ?

And why does Mr Wesley confine his own vindication of these controverted

points to a few detached and unsatisfactory sentences in those three sermons

alluded to in his letter to Lady ****, inserted at the beginning of this Ap-

pendix. It i- certain that some passages in those very sermons, far from ex-

plaining, appear to controvert and counteract the doctrine of the minutes, and

mig^ht, by an adversary of no extraordinary talent, be advantageously placed

in diixct ojiposition to them.
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or rather, to bring the latter down to a level with the former. In

pursuance of this design, the plain English of these abstruse sen-

tences appears to be, " Heathens are to be saved, not by faith in

Jesus Christ, for they have never heard of his name, and faith we

know Cometh by hearing; but in consideration of the darkness of

their dispensation God, of h'ts infinite merry and compassion, will

admit them to salvation upon their fidelity to the' hght they are

favoured with. . If they fear God and work righteousness, accord-

to this, they shall be saved." And although it is not expressed,

yet we will give the propositions credit for meaning to say also, 'that

this is not upon the intrinsic merit of their obedience ; but that it

rests upon the virtue of the great atonement of an unknown. Re-

deemer ; by whose efficacious grace (testified by those works which,

though not the merit'uious cause, are the conditions of their salva-

tion,) upright heathens are saved in their obedience." To this

fact, so understood, no reasonable objection can be made. But

the next principle which appears to be erected on this foundation,

is not of quite so innocent a nature. Its object and design seems

to be to assert, " that certain persons living under the christian

dispensation, and sitting under the sound of the gospel, are eligible

to salvation upon principles similar to those by which heathens are

salvable, provided they also are sincere according to the light they

have." This would appear to militate against the peculiar glory of

the gospel-plan of »alvation, and perhaps to supersede the absolute

necessity of " faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, of regeneration, and

of holiness, without which we know, none shall see the Lord."

And the conclusion which is deduced from these premises, ap-

pears to be no less than that the dispute which had been maintained

for thirty preceding years by the Methodist body, respecting the

terms of salvation, " whether it was attainable by faith or by works,"

wtis a mere strife of words, and was now at an end ; it being clearly
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ascertained that all men, whatever their religious principles may be,

are equally eligible to salvation only through different mediums,

viz. Christians, by faith in Christ working by love, and producing

obedience : Heathens, by sincere obedience to the light they have :

Turks and Jews, doubtless upon the same footing ; and finally, sin-

cere and upright unbelievers in christian countries, where the gos-

pel is fully preached, who serve or think they serve God, upon such

principles as their own consciences dictate to them as sound and

orthodox : but all these agreeing in the proof that salvation is their

common privilege, "by works as a condition;" in favour of which

principle, the 4th question and answer decides the controvers}'.

Questioning much if this important subject is susceptible of de-

cision from a mere logical disquisition, we shall not enter into

a metaphysical discussion of its merits, but confine ourselves

at present to the quotation of a few passages of scripture which,

if attended to with simplicity, may possibly cast some light upon

the point. After our Lord's resurrection from the dead, he com-

manded his disciples saying, " Go ye into all the world, and preach

ihe gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptised

shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall be damned."* Is

not salvation here expressly limited to the belief and practice of the

• gospel } Again, St Paul saith, " If any man love not the Lord

Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema, Maranatka."f And again :

" The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty

angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not

God, and that obei/ not ihe gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, who

shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of

the Lord, and the glory of his power." X And St John expressly

• Mark, xvi. 16.

|- 1 Cor. xvi. 22. " Let him be accursed ; and the Lord cometh to exe-

cute vengeance upon him !" J 8 Thess. i. 7. 8.
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declares, " He that believeth on the Son hath everlastingr hfe : and

he that believeth not the Son, shall not see life, but the wrath of God

Abideth on him."*

From the testimony of these plain passages of scripture, we are

fully assured that in a country where the sound of the gospel is

heard, faith in the Son of God, and obedience to the divine precepts

of that gospel, are indispensably requisite to salvation ; and conse-

quently, that the dispute concerning salvation by faith working by

love on the one hand, or by works without faith on the other, is

finally and irrevocably determined by God hims- If in favour of the

former ; and though " an angel from heaven should preach unto

us any other gospel than this,"f we are bound to reject it with in-

dignation and abhorrence ! Bat if the sincerity of an Infidel or of a

Papist be admitted as an acceptable substitute for genuine faith and

gospel holiness, if the distinctions we have been accustomed to

make between these different modes of scekmg salvation, be nothing

more than a mere >«yo//«;^»!, a strife of words, then let us abandon

our bibles, and cease to preach the glad tidings of salvation through

faith in a crucified Saviour !

It is true Mr Fletcher, in the abimdance of his charity, gives a

very different colouring to the expressions contained in this minute,

from that which is above assumed as its genuine and natural mean-

ing. He will not admit that Mr Wesley could mean, " a carnal

unawakened wretch, who boasts of his imaginary sincerity ; but

©ne who, in God's account, sincerely and uprightly follows the light

of his dispensation." But assuredly Mr Fletcher quite mistook or

overlooked the plain meaning of the minute, for that is the senti-

ment inculcated'in the second question, which alone is applicable to

heathens. Whereas the third is brought home to our own doors,

and evidently relates to the terms of acceptance, of the characters

• John, iiu 36. t ('alatians, L 8. 9.
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described as living under the christian dispensation. This is clear

from the conclusion drawn from those premises, viz. "What have

w^ethen been disputing about for the last thirty years }" Had the

Methodist preachers in conjunction with Mr Wesley, been all that

time disputing about the terms upon which heathens are eligible

to salvation ?—By no means. The dispute was about the salvation

of the people of England, whether this was by faith or by works

;

and Mr Wesley goes back to the dispensation of heathenism to

fetch a proof, that because the subjects of that dispensation were

salvable by obedience to the light they had, therefore the people of

England who were but " sincere," were equally entitled to salvation,

although not possessing true faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. If

this be not the meaning of Mr Wesley, I ask upon what other

footing can either the question or the conclusion be brought to bear

upon the christian dispensation and upon the doctrines preached

in the Methodist chapels ? For what have they to do with the salva-

tion of heathens ? And is it not evident from Mr Fletcher's very

first observation upon it (as above cited,) that this forcibly struck

his penetrating mind, as the plain and palpable meaning of the

words ? Else why so studious to remove that unfavourable im-

pression before any one else had pointed it out to him ? And after

all, what authority had Mr Fletcher for thus altering the plain sense

of the passage ? Had he any but the inconsistency of the sentiment

with the former writings of his venerable friend ? I confess I can

see no other ; and this is the very point I so sincerely and deeply

lament

!

Our veneration and respect for the person and authority of Mr

Wesley, are justly great, and we would sacrifice almost any thing

•xcept a good conscience and the truth of God, in order to support

that veneration and respect; but^it is plain we cannot follow him

any farther than he follows Christ and his apostles, and the man
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«rho dares not maintain the truth of God against the opinion of any

other man upon earth who opposes it, proves himself an unfaithful

steward of the mysteries of salvation. His reputation, his interest,

or his party spirit is his God. But we know the only safe foun-

dation for religious principles is the truth of God, and the scriptures

are the only legitimate standard of that truth. If our princiJJles

then in any instance deviate from these, that deviation must be

corrected, otherwise we build upon the sand, and our edifice will

assuredly come down. Happy shall we be if we discover, and gently

remove those doctrines which are incompatible with the truth as

it is in Jesus ; our zeal and fidelity shall not go unrewarded by the

great head of the church. But in disguising or defending error, we

sap the foundations of our own establishment, and expose ourselves

and our principles to the extirpating hand of him who hatli declar-

ed, " Every plant which my heavenly Father hath not planted,

•hall be rooted up." *

Thesixth minor proposition now claims our attention, it runs thus:

" 6th. As to merit itself, of which we have been so dreadfully

afraid, we are rewarded according to our works, yea because of our

works. How does this differ from. For the sake of our works.

And how differs this from secundum merila operum ? As our works

deserve. Can you split this hair ?—I doubt I cannot.

"

The sense which Mr Fletcher has fixed on the term merit, and

the scriptures he adduces in favour of the doctrine here irxculcated,

when taken in that sense, certainly rescues this proposition from

much of the obloquy, which otherwise might have attached to the

expressions as" they stand naked and unguarded before us. Beheld

in the evangelical light in which that venerable divine has with

•qual ability and tenderness placed them, they lose their otherwise

" Matthew, xv. 13.
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objectionable aspect, and assume the character of sacred, divine

and important truths. His happy rtdontion, and opportune mtro-

duction, of that truly sublime and evangelical sentiment, which

inculcates that the rewurdable.ness of a believer's works is derived

from the merit of bis great Redeemer, who lives and works in every

child of God, while it reflects the highest honour upon the judof-

ment and the principles of its author, obviates many olijections

which otherwise might have lain against the language of the pro-

position.

His illustration of this sentiment by the scriptural comparison of

Christ to a vine, and his people to the branches, while it gives to

Jesus and to his grace, the honour of whatever excellence appears

in the works or fruits of his living members, secures to them, on a

legitimate and immoveable foundation, the reward duo under a co-

venant of grace, to the loving obedience of every true believer in

Christ Jesus. The other parts of the vindication of this proposi-

tion are equally able, mgenious, and edifying, and they successfully

represent the doctrine therein containt^d not only as fundamentally

true, but as exhibiting the noblest display of the efficacy of that

grace, which, while it unites the soul to God, consecrates every af-

fection of the heart, and every action of the life, as an acceptable

sacrifice to God, through the mediation of Jesus, and the effectual

energy of his holy spirit.

Happy, truly happy is the writer of this, in seeing a fundamental

and most important truth thus interwoven with the principles of

Methodism, and certainly we cannot but rejoice in the illustration

and confirmation it has received from the enlightened advocate who

undertook its vindication. Methinks that vindication is worthy of

some peculiar mark of approbation and adoption in the Methodist

societies ; why should it rest upon the bare existence of the work

m our libraries ? Its author is now beyond the reach of our thanks.
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but let it receive at least the sanction of an official adoption among

lis. Till the contrary is proved wo will give Mr Wesley credit for

the meaning fixed by Mr Fletcher upon this proposition. By it

we sec that it is Christ formed in believers' hearts the hope of glory,

who works in them both to will and to do of his good pleasure, and

whose grace merits for them the reward of eternal life. Happy aie

we in theoraticaliy embracing, but still more happy in experimentally

knowing the truth of this sound and orthodox principle of di-

vinity !*

The seventh proposition states, that " The grand objection to

one of the preceding propositions is drawn from matter of fact. God

does iji fact justify those who by their own confession neither fear-

ed God nor wrought righteousness. Is this an exception to the

general rule ? It is a doubt whether God makes any exception at

all. But how are we suie that the person in question never did

fear God and work righteousness ? His own saying so is not proof,

for we know how all that are convinced of sin undervalue them-

selves in every respect."

The objection here stated lies against the third primary proposi-

tion, which has already undergone ample discussion. The prin-

ciple therein opposed is seen the apparent stress laid on the words

*' in order to find favour." The circumstance of a man's fearing

God and working righteousness, as far as he may be capable of

• It would be as unjust as illiberal, an equal breach of truth and charity,

to insinuate or suppose that the author would not have felt equal pleasure in

bearing the same testimony to all the other propositions of these minutes as

to this one, if he could have done so with a good conscience. But this was

impossible. Nothing but a sincere and ardent attachment to truth could

induce him to controvert any portion of the works of the venerable founder

of the religious body, of which he counts it an honour to be a member. H#,

however, has exercised his indi!q)utable privilege in candidly laying his

thoughts before the public. Let them be either admitted or refuted with

ike same candour, and in the true spirit of that gospel we would defend.
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doing so before his actual conversion, is in itself beyond all doubt,

justifiable, and even praise-wort by, and by the preventing grace

of God, which is common to all men, is in a decree practicable;

but it ]s a dangerous and httrodox principle to inculcate, and parti-

cularly so under the chiistian dispensation, that tl ese works are

admissible as a legitimate condition whereon to ground our hopes

of finding acceptance witii God; for this is directly and palpably

seeking to be justified by the deeds of the law, which we know is

contrary to the express and repeated declaration of St Paul*, as

well of Mr Weslej himsell on other occasions, as we have already

seen.

The question, therefore, whether a man has, previous to his ac-

tual conversion, " feared God and wrought righteousness accord-

ing to the light he has," is of no kind of consequence as to his jus-

tification ; he may have done so, or he may not ; but if his present

repentance he sincere, and his faith genuine, he is equally eligible,

(provided be abandons all confidence in his own righteousness, as a

recommendation to the favour of God,) to justification, whether he

had been previously an abandoned profligate or a self-righteous

Pharisee, for both these characters have equal need of being wash-

ed in the blood of Christ, to render either themselves or their works

acceptable in the sight of a pure and holy God. And assuiedly

the annals of Methodism, and those recorded by Mr Wesley him-

self, afford us ample illustration of the fact (and a fact which vhat

venerable divine glories in relating,) that multitudes of no/ono«*

sinners were suddenly arrested by the power of God, when sitting

under his sacred word, and being pointed to " the Lamb of God

who taketh away the sin of the world," obtained redemption in his

Woodj the forgive^ness of their sins, and were instantly justified by

* Romans, iii. 20. &c.
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faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and went home to their houses re-

joicing in a sin-pardoning God,'with joy unspeakable and full of

glory *. Must we surrender all these trophies of grace to the legality

of these propositions, and divest our connexion of the glory of these

extraordinary conversions, to enable us to reduce Christianity to a

level with heathenism ? God forbid !

That the fearing of God and working righteousness, as far as

man has the power of doing so previous to his justification, is right

and gooJ, no man who pretends to any regard for the moral inte-

rests of mankind can call in question. Yet even this may be abus-

ed, and pel verted into an obstacle in the way of conversion, in-

stead of a means of promoting it. And this is done when those

works are laid down as the condition of a sinner's acceptance with

God, and thus substituted in the place of " faith in the blood and

righteousness of Christ," which, according to Mr Wesley's doctrine,

is the whole and sole cause, and only foundation of our acceptance.

We regret to observe, that the object of the third primary pro-

position alluded to in the seventh of the secondary series now un-

der consideration, appears to be to lead unconverted men to trust

in their own works as the source of their introduction to the favour

of God ; a principle which we cannot embrace without at once

abandoning the essential doctrines of Christianity, and reverting to

the abrogated principles of Judaism or heathenism as the medium

of our restoration to the divine favour t.

That this is the unhappy design of the proposition appears fur-

" In some cases these men had stones in their hands when arrested by

Hie power of God, for the express purpose of knocking down the preacher !

Were these men " then fearing- God and working righ eousness ?
"

|- Let us not forget that Gt.d once commissioned an angel from heaven for

the express purpose of correcting thi'< very error in a man, who from an up-

right heathen had probably became a Jewish proselyte. This was Cornelius,

fho account of whose conversion is recorded in the tenth chapter of tht Actfc
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ther corroborated by the conrludiiig sentiments wliich follow in the

eighth and last proposition ; the evident tendency of which is to de-

preciate the glory of a state of justification or sanctification, and to

advance the intrinsic merit of a believer's work to the office of pre-

serving him in the favour of God. Its language is: " Does not

talking of a justified or sanctified state tend to mislead men ;• almost

jiaturally leading them to trust in what was done in one moment?

Whereas, we are every moment pleasing or displeasing to God, ac-

cording to our works. According to the whole of our inward tem-

pers and outward behaviour."

If this is the fact, we must say that Mr Wesley himself has been

notoriouslyguilty of misleading his followers; for it maybe question-

ed if, since the days ol St Paul, any man ever talked so n)uch, or

to so good purpose, about a ju-tified or sanctified state, as Mr Wes-

ley himself has done*. Indeed, he and his very able and pious

assistants talked and wrote on these happy and glorious privileges

ofthe children of God, until they became the honoured instruments of

introducing thousands of abandoned sinners, and even a few self*

This man truly feared God and wrought righteousness to the utmost of his

ability, and he doubtless sought acceptance with God on that foundation.

But that could not be ; both the heathenish and the Jewish dispensations

were now at an end, and life and immortality were now brought to light by

the gospel of Christ. Cornelius was within the sound of that gospe', and he

must abandon all confidence in his own righteousness, and " believe on the

Lord Jesus Christ" for his justification. In this respect God made no dis-

tinction between the pious Cornelius and the wicked jailor at Philippi ; who

a moment before his conversion was a bitter persecutor of two apostles, and

so far from fearing God, that he was on the point of killing himself in a fit of

despair! Yet this man, as well as Cornelius, was instantaneously justified.

By what ? By fearing God and working righteousness ? Not at all ; but by

" Believing on the Lord Jesus Christ !
" God then changed his heart, and he

became at once a righteous man! See Acts, xvi. ?3.-34.

* For a proof of the high esteem in which Mr Wesley previously held

these two states, and the little danger he then apprehended from freely

speaking of them,jwe may refer, 1st, to the Minutes of Conference in 1747;

1
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righteous Pharisees also into the actual enjoyment of these inesti-

mable blessings. Nor did they ever dream of any injurious tend-

ency vviiicli could accrue to' the interests of religion, from either

the promulg ition or enjoyment of them, until these minutes started

this strange objection against their propagation.

Indeed, till then they were considered as the peculiar glory of

Methodism; and the grand points at which all our public and pri-

vate discourses aimed ; and to the attainment of which, as the ulti-

mate objects of preaching, preparatory to the enjoyment of eternal

felicity, the views of our people were uniformly directed. And

their success justified the wisdom of the proceeding; the spirit o£

God bore witness to its truth and propriety by making the hearers

the happy partakers of this great salvation. And let it be ever re-

membered, that whatever value a gracious God may place upon the

works of a true believer, that value is derived solely from those

very states ofjustification and sanctification, which are here attempt-

ed to be thrown into the back ground Jas scarce worthy of notice;

nay, as almost injurious to the cause of religion ! For it is a state of

justification which unites the soul of a believer to Jesus his living

head, the true source of all that is great and good in every soul of

man; and it is a state of sanctification which enables us to offer up

and 2d, to his celebrated wovk entitled A Plain Accovnt of Christian Per-

fection. An extract from the former follows.

" Question—Do we ordinarily represent a justified state so great and happy

ES it is ?

—

Answer. Perhaps not. A believer walking in the light is inexpres-

sibly great and hajipy.

Question.—Slioiild we not have a care of depreciating justification, in or-

der to exalt the state of full sanctification ?

—

Answer. Undoubtedly we should

beware of this.

Queation.-^How shall we effectually avoid it ?

—

Ansvser. When we are go-

ing to speak of entire sanrtifiration let us first describe the blessings of a
justified state a.t xtrons^lij as possible."

The Plain Areoiint is an admirable essaf on the doctrine of sanctification,

and too valuable to be sulfercd to fall into neglect or disuse.
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our vrords and works, our thoughts and desires to God as an ac-

ceptable sacrifice through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, whose

imputed merits and imparted righteousness alone stamp our works

with a meritorious value, in the sight of a pure and holy God.

That believers are pleasing to God in proportion to the de-

gree of his divine image which shines in their hearts, and of the

holiness which adorns their lives and conversation, is an un-

questionable fact; and certainly all unfaithfulness to the grace of

God in liis children is displeasing in his sight. But it would

require some proof to shew, that conversing^ upon the happiness

©f either a justified or a sanctified state is naturally productive

of deviations either from inward holiness, or an upright walk with

God. And if this cannot be proved, why should it be insinuated?

Or why insinuate that holy dispositions and good works can render

a believer acceptable to God, detached from the consideration of

those states which alone can give them birth, or keep them in ac-

tion ? With all deference to the wisdom which dictated those lines,

we do conceive that this is indeed calculated to mislead men from

the stability of that faith which works by love, into a very unjus-

tifiable confidence in the merit of their own works ; and even to

induce believers to forget that " it is God who worketh in them both

to will and to do of his good pleasure."*

Is it possible then that any danger can arise to the interests of

religion, from the free inculcation of these glorious privileges, the

undoubted birth-right of every child of God under the christian

dispensation ? Certainly not. Nor are we by any means justifiable

in thus detaching the works of a believer from the state which pro-

duces those werks. God, we know, hath united these, and we say let

not man attempt to put them asunder! And assuredly it is much

safer even to trust in what was done for us in the moments of re-

• PhilUpians, ii. 12.
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ceiving those important blessings, than in any of our works subse-

quent to them *. For beyond all controversy, it is the slate ofjus-

tification which gives us a title to eternal salvation, and that of

sanctification which imparts the qualification requisite for the enjoy-

ment of glory, honour, and immortality. Is it necessary then, to

• That the good works of believers are entitled, under the covenant of re-

dem ption, to a reward proportioned to their valus in the estimation of him who
hath declared he will " give unto every one of us according to our works"

(Rev. ii 23,) is an unquestionable fact, which has been distinctly admitted

under the sixth minor proposition. But this fact rests upon the evangelical

sentiment there established upon the authority of St Paul, as explained by

Mr Fletcher, viz. that it is the spirit of Christ who worketh in believers both

to will and to do of the good pleasure of God their heavenly Father. All

the merit of their works is derived from their union with Christ, as the grape

derives its rich juice and flavour from the vine which gives it birth ; and of

these it is truly testified by St Paul (Rom. viii. 4,) " that the righteous-

ness of the law is fulfilled in us who walk not after the flesh, but after the

spirit." This sentiment is finely illustrated in the following stanza from

•ne of Mr Wesley's hymns,

" The glorious crown of righteousness

To me reached out I view

;

Conqueror through him I soon shall seize.

And wear it as my due."

The following anecdote of Mr Wesley, related by his biographer. Doctor

Whitehead, is interesting, from the view it gives us of the sentiments which

occupied the mind of that eminent man, on the subject of the merit of works,

at a moment when we may naturally suppose he spoke the genuine feelings

of bis mind.

* At the Bristol conference in 1793, Mr Wesley was taken very ill ; neither

he nor his friends thought he could recover. From the nature of his com-

plaint he supposed a spasm would seize his stomach and probably occasion

sudden death. Under these views of his situation he said to Mr Bradford,

»* I have been reflecting on my past life. I have been wandering up and

down between fifty and sixty years, endeavouring in my poor way to do a

little good to my fellow-creatures : and now it is probable that there are but

a few steps between me -and death ; and what have I to trust to for salva-

tion ? I can sec nothing which I have done or suffered that will bear looking

at. I have no other plea than this, " I the chief of sinners am, but Jesus
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lose sight of both our title to, apd qualification for heaven, in order

to render our persons and our vvorks pleas'ug and acceptable to

God ? Alas ! whither will our Arniinian principles drive us at

last? Tliey have a'irariy carried us beyond the bounds of Chris-

tianity into the heart of Judaism, and to the borders ot heathenism!

Upon a candid and impartial review of these celebrated pro-

positions, we feel ourselves constrainet; to admit that they are

unguardedly, as well as amiiiguous'y worded ; and whatever may

have been the original design in publishing them, detached as they

are from the evangelical piinciples of Christianity, they have a ge-

neral tendency to subvert those principles, and inhise a notion of

obtaining justification by the deeds of the law, instead of depending

solely on the merits of Christ for that important blessing. It is

died for me." The sentiment here expressed, and his reference to it in his

last sickness, plainly shews how steadily he had persevered in the same

views of the gospel with which he set out to preach it."

We cannot, from this declaration, suppose that Mr Wesley had abandoned

all hope of obtaining a reward in eternity, agreeable to the doctrine of his

own minutes, " Secundum raerita operumi " but we fiod he could not venture

to repose the hope of salvation exclusively upon so precarious a foundation

as his own works, however splendid they might appear in the eyes of others.

For his title to heaven he chose to rest his hopes upon the merits of hife Re-

deemer's passion, imputed to him in the article of justification fifty years be-

fore this time. Yet, he doubtless indulged an humble confidence that his

adorable Saviour would proportion his degree of celestial glory and eternal

felicity, to the extent of his zeal and labour in promoting the interests of his

Redeemer's kingdom among men. If he did not do this, he must have prac-

tically denied the doctrine contamed in the proposition a-boye aljuded to;

and that at a time of all others the most fit to bring it to the test of expe-

rience. We naturally suppose his modesty would not suffer him to express

any confidence on that ground, on so solemn an occasion ; he left the esti-

mation of his works, and the reward he expected from them, to the decision

of that righteous judge into whose hands he was about to commend his spirit.

Yet he evidently preferred trusting in what was done for him in the mo-

ment of justification, for salvation, to confiding ip his own subsequent works

as any ground of his final acceptance with God. This is an important point

for our consideration.
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true Mr Fletcher has most strenuously laboured, by bringinc; a

beam of gospel light to bear upon them, to dissipate the ambiguity

which rests upon some, to fix a less obnoxious meaning upon others

than what they evidently contain, and to cast an evangelu-al mantle

over the whole; yet while we admire the ingenuity of his able

apologv, we cannot but lament that there ever was occasion for its

appearance. Why should propositions, which are supposed to con-

tain fundamental principles of our ho'y religion, be so obscurely ex-

pressed, so equivocal in their meaning, so legal, vague, and unsatis-

factory in their conclusions, as to require the talents of a Fletcher

to give them a plausible interpretation, and the adJ^t'on of innumer-

able auxiliary principles to impart to them an evangelical aspect,

and keep them afloat even on the waves of controversy ? And

why was even Mr Fletcher's defence of the minutes never honoured

with the public approbation of Mr Wesley ? Surely propositions

like those, purporting to contain essential truths of Christianity,

should possess internal and conclusive evidence of their own purity

and excellence; but since this was not the case, Mr Wesley owed

to the religious world, and especially to his own people, either a

satisfactory explanation of these propositions, reconciling them to

the evangelical principles of that gospel he had successfully taught

for thirty preceding years ; or, if that was found impracticable, a

retraction of those sentiments which threw a shade over the most

splendid of his former works, and carried Methodism back to the

dispensation of Jews and heathens for new principles, after a trium-

phant display of evangelical truth in the hearts and lives of its happy

possessors for such a length of time !

It is true, that in the letter which forms the introduction to this

Appendix, Mr Wesley refers to three other publications, which he

says arc calculated to throw light on those minutes ; but many of

Qur people cannot procure those publications, and it they had thew.
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are we sure they remove the difficulties of the minutes ? * Rather,

do they not increase our perplexity, by presenting discrepances in

doctrine, when contrasted with these minutes, which no art can re-

concile, but which charity would fain bury in oblivion, if truth did

not demand an explanation ? That explanation we, that is the

whole Methodist body, have a right to demand*from our present

teachers ; and if they favour us with any thing like the code recom-

mended in the former part of this work, we confidently trust these

minutes will not escape a revisal therein.

The author cannot conclude these remarks without offering a

few observations elicited by the too prevalent inclination apparent

in many of our people, to resort to the deeds of the law, as the

legitimate source of recommendation both for saints and sinners,

to the favour and approbation of God. We know « the law is

good if a man use it lawfully ;"t it is a transcript of the divine

mind ; of the will of God revealed to man. But its adorable author,

in the unsearchable counsels of his wisdom, hath long since deter-

mined, that the fulfilment of this law in their own persons shall

not be the medium of his reconciliation with sinners J ; yet his jus-

tice bath secured the honour of that law in the complete righteous-

ness of his only begotten Son ; with that righteousness God hath

declared himself completely satisfied, and, upon the strength of its

merit, he is prepared to treat with every returning sinner who be-

lieves his testimony and ventures his soul upon his promises, as

though that sinner had himself personally fulfilled every branch of

the law. There can therefore be no necessity for that sinner to re-

sort to a laboured and most imperfect conformity to the precepts

i>f the^law, as the medium of his restoration to the favour of God ;

• On a recent inquiry for one of them at the Methodist Book-room, Dublin^

the author's friend was informed it had been some years out of print.

t 1 Tim, i. 8. J Rom. iii. 20.~viii. 3.
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nay, his doing so, however plausible his prpt(?nce for it may appear,

is a tacit renunciation of the terms which the wisdom and mercy

of God hath adopted, as the only mode of his restoration to the di-

vine favour.

What purpose then does the moral law serve under the chrstian

dispensation ? St Paul uiforms us that, taken in conjunction with

the fallen state of man, its primary use is " to give the knowledge

of sin : " * convincing its subject of the utter impossibility of his ful-

filling its divine precepts in a manner acceptable to God, and there-

by cutting off every hope of justification by the deeds of the law ;

and its only operation in its legislative capacity towards man, is

to seal his condemnation, pronouncing upon him, as a transgressor

of its holy precepts, the sentence of eternal death t. Our propen-

sity therefore to effect the reconciliation of sinners to God, through

the medium of obedience to the precepts of the law, is contrary

to the order of providence, opposed to the economy ofgrace, and sub-

Yersive of the gospel-plan of salvation ; and, of course, highly inju-

rious to the cause of religion.

For as long as a sinner entertains the most distant hope of efi

fecting his reconciliation with God, by his obedience to the moral

law, so long he will be kept from closing in with Christ, and obtain-

ing " redemption in his blood, the forgiveness of his sins
; " and

until this is done, his heart remains in a carnal and unregenerate

state ; and in this state of mmd his external conformity to the law

attempted as the source or medium of his restoration to the favour

of God, while unaccompanied by faith in Christ, tends to divert his

attention from that which, accordmg to Mr Wesley's primitive doc-

trine, should be the only object of his faith and pursuit: namely,

" the righteousness of Christ imputed to him as the source of his

• Romans, iii. 20 viii. 3.

•f 2 Cojinthiang, iii. 7.
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,

justification,"* " Christ being the end of the law for righteousness

to every one that beUeveth on him." t To Christ alone, therefore,

and to his imputed merits and powerful mediation, and not to his

own works in any degree, should the views of every penitent sin-

ner be directed, for admission to the favour of God.

But has the believer in Christ nothing to do with the moral law ?

Certainly he has ; but not with the penalties attached to its breach ;

" for there is now no condemnation to them that are in Christ

Jesus, who walk not after the flesh but after the spirit." | He is,

however, " not without law to God, but under the law to Christ ;"§

but being born of God, the law of his heavenly Father is written on

his heart, and he obeys its divine precepts from a new and most

powerful principle, even the love of God, which is shed abroad in

his heart by the holy ghost given unto him. And this he does,

not because the fabric of that law was, under the Jewish dispensa-

tion, engraven upon stones and delivered to Moses ; but because,

being hberated from the bondage and condemnation of the whole

Mosaic dispensation
||, and living under the milder dispensation of

mercy and grace, he is become a new creature in Christ; and

the evangelised principles of the law, divested of its condemning

power by the blood of Christ, are interwoven with his new nature,

and he lives and acts under the powerful influence of that divine

spirit who is the soyrce of all goodness and perfection, and from

whose holy nature the law itself originally emanated. Thus is the

hohness of the child of God secured by the inspiration of that

spirit, which first brought him from the bondage of sin into the

glorious liberty of the gospel of peace ! Hence we perceive the le^

* Sermon on " The Lord Our Righteousness." -j- Ropi. x. 4.

J Romans, viii. 1. § 1 Corinthians, ix. 21.

II
See this glorious doctrine asserted, and proved at large by St Paul, in

the 3d chapter of the Second Kpistle to the Church at Corinth, Why should

not the Methodists preach the same gospel with St Paul ? '
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jitimate use of the moral law under the christian dispensation, is

first, in its penal and legislative capacity, to convince us of sin,

destroy our hopes ofjustification by obedience to its precepts, and

drive us to the atoning blood of Christ for pardon and peace with

God. And, secondly, in its preceptive power and sanctifying in-

fluence to be the medium through which every true believer is by

the spirit of God led into the recovery of the divine image in his

soul. On this point, so clearly revealed in the inspired writings,

particularly the New Testament, christians of every denomination

ought mo^ cordially to agree. " And as many as walk according

to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of

Cod I

"

THE END.

Belfast,

Printed by George Berwick.



*,• The Author finds himself obliged to appeal to the indulgence of his

readers for the correction of the following omissions, which have escaped^

alteration in part of the impression. He is not conscious of any other ; but

if any should be found, the reader is requested to correct them. When it

is considered that this work has been printed ofiF with remarkable expe-

dition, and that the Author's time is almost entirely absorbed in the ma-

nagement of an extensive secular concern, he trusts those inaccuracies will

be the more readily excused.

Page 353, Note, first line, after ubiquity, read, holiness, eternity, and im-

mutability—Page 374, 2d paragraph, 9th line, dele as.—Page 400, Note,

7th line from bottom, after ambition, read, at the gentle restraints.
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